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| Brother, Iwas t9 doe the office of a Brother, to continue 


T 
HONORABLE, AND 


MOST VERTVYOVS LADY, 
the Lady Lv c1z, Counteſle 
of Bedford. 


RIGHT HONOYRABLE: 


— — —  — — — 


| 

| T was an ancient conſtitution in I|- 
SY r4ell. chat a brother dying without 
=o iſſue, the next brother ſhould doe 
che office of a Kinſman, and rayſe 
4 ; Op ſeede to his Brother deceaſed,to | 
t& i continue his name, that it mioht | 
wot bee put out of Iſrael. The 
Lord hauing not lono ſince taken out of bis Vineyard 
a faithful Labourer, and from my ſelfe, a lowing and 
deare brother, Ithought that in ſome manner the equr- 
tie of this conſtitution, now antiquated and abols- 
ſhed, did lay held upon mee. And that being the next 


and etcrnize his bleſſed memorial in Gods Church, by 
bringine to light this preſent Treatiſe, Hee himſelfe 
whileſt be lined wrote «t,and had perfetted it before his | 

A 2 death, 
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Deut.2 5.9. 


Zacharias cum 
loqui non jotwit, 


| ſcripfit. Ambr. 


Heb, 12 4, 


| ſpeake. 


i coates and garments which Dorcas made, white ſhe 


| aeath,1 hane but only raiſed it out of his private fudic 
{to the publique wſe of Gods Church. The childrens 
ſaid Hezekiah, are come to the birth, and there is 
no ftrengthto bring torth. Thus it fared with this au- 
| thony : Hee had Finiſhed and perfected this worke,and 
| brought it euen to the birth, but there was no time to 


bringing him to the end of hs faith, ( his tranſlation into 
the beauens )before he came to bring this work to the end 
of his deſire, (the publication therof to the benefit of Gods 
Church:)1 ny it great pitty that ſo hopefull an iſſue 
ſhould periſh for want of a little helpe in the birth. And 
| 7 thought withall in caſe of my neghgence, or refuſall of 
this brotherly office, how inſtly 1 might haue deſerucd 
the ignominiaus ceremony of the ſpittle in my face. Here- 
wpon 1 willingly performed this taske = ne ho and 
| ſetting forth this treatiſe. Zachary when he could not 

eake fe wrote: $8 1 defired that his pen might make 
ſome ſupply of the want of his tongue : that as Abell by 
his faith, ſo hee by his workes, being dead might yet 


Thus in briefe hath your Ladiſhip, the reaſon of my 
preſent endeanours. | 

For me to ſay any thing in commendation of thu work 
is not happely ſo fitting. 1t being both hard for one bro- 


| younger and inferiour his commendation adaing little 
credit or grace to the worke of his elder and 1 - mh 
For as the leſſe is bleſled, ſo alſo praiſed of the grea- 


ter. 1 meane therefore herein to bee ſparing. Onelie 


| bring it forth. God preuenting him, and by his death, 


ther to commend another without boaſting, and the | 
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| ſaly per ſwade any , both to read, and like it. 1t containes 


feare,, for heere we are taught no new deceit or coule- 


| ſelues : 


DEeDpicAToORIE, 


was with them. So onely will 7 ſhew.and ſet forth ſome 
part of his labours which hee per formed whileſt hee was 
with vs. And let his owne workes praiſe him in the 
gate. And ſurely this worke will doe it, if either matter, 
or manner argument or art will doit. 

Thc matter and argument of it is ſuch as yet handled 
at large by none before him that I know of. 

Aud beſides t is excelient by reaſon of the daily wſe 
which occurres in pradtiſe. $0 that of the title and ar- | 
gument of this booke may 1 ſay a5 Gellius ſpeakes of a 
good title which Meliſlus had ginen to a booke of his own 
which it ſeemed ſcarſe deſeruedit : That the very title 
had a great alluring and entiling force to draw men 
to the reading of it. Such i the argument of this 
worke,of ſuch ſpeciall /ſe in our prattiſe, that it may ea- 


? 


the right 1:1 0exuT, theart of knowing a mans ſelfe ; 
t diſconers unto wvsthe infinitely intricate windings, and 
turnings of the darke Labyrinths of mans heart. Indeed 

oftentimes the diſcoueries of couſenaoes , and deceits in | 
the world make many, before hoxeſtly i2norant, to turne 
couſeners and deceiuers. But heere needes no ſuch 


ning trickes, which yet wee practiſe not ; but rather are 
conninced of that conuſenage , with which we deceiue our | 
owne ſoules, and yet will noi be Lorne downe to bee guil-| 
Ly of iripoſture. This point is worthy our beſt wits, and 
knowledge . That heathen Philoſopher n:uer thought 
himſclfe to begin 10 know Philoſophy , till hee began to 
know bimſelfe . But ſurely wee neuer begin 10 know | 
Duu:nitie or Religion , till wee come to know: our | 
our ſelues wee cannot know, till wee know our | 
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Prou 33.314 


Et libri titulus 
eſt inzent ; cu- 
iuſdam ellecebre 
ad lezendum 
ſcriptus; quippe 
de froprietate 
loqu-ndi, Aul, 
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Ne@.Aitic, 
18.7, 


| ogenes .dixiſſer, dignum memoria viſum eſſer 2 1f 


Nonne fi hc Auguftinus, aut Chriſoftomus, &e. 


OY 


hears. 1 bat our hearts are deceitful aboue all things; 
| who can know them? They who with __— ſhall per- 
uſe this preſent Treatiſe ſhall with Gods bleſsing be able 
in ſome good meaſure to know them. Here ſhall they finde 


which,millions of ſonles are imprapped in the ſnares of 


that dangerous Art of Selte-Sophiſtry diſplayed, by | 


Sathan: And ſo by ſeeing their ſelfe-deceit ſhall come to 
their ſelfe-knowledge. A knowledge neuer more negle- | 


care not for knowing themſelues, who are oftentimes 
100-700 cnriouſly greedy of knowing all things elſe, being 
herein like to fooliſh trauelers, that lone 10 tranell in- 
t0,and talke of other ſtrange countryes, flrangers in the 
meane timeygn the rarities, ſecrets and wonders of their 
owne. ds for the Art, and manner of handling this ar= 
gument inthis Treatiſe, 1 lean it to the Readers indge- 
ment aduenturing notwithſlanding my ſelfe to ſay thus 
wuch, that had this Treatiſe but age and antiquitie an- 
ſwerable to the ſafficiency, it ſhould eafily finde anſwe- 
rable acceptance. Nothing preiudices Writers more then 
enther mens knowledge of their perſons,or their want of 
antiquity. May not a man ſpeake of many of our new wri- 
ters 45 Gellius ſpake once of a good ſpeech that Fauori- 
aus 94de? Nonne, ſaith he, {1 id Antiſthenes aut Di- 


Diogenes or Antilthenes had but ſpoken that which | 
Fauorinus dia, the ſpeech had gone for haife an Oracle: 
now happily the more reſpec leſſe becauſe from Fauouri- 
nus, that was inferiour it may be in nothing to Dioge- 
nes but in landing, How many worthy moderne Wyri- 
ters amongit vs ar: negletted, onely becauſe moderne? 


ed. Vernemo in feſe tentat deſcendere, nemo. Men 
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| the greater meanes 10 Win vour Honourable acceptance 


DEDICATORIE, 


Had but Auguſtine or Ghriſoftome,or ſome auncient | 
Father wrote them,how had they beene admired, now 
negleited, onely becauſe as Bildad peakes,they are but 
of yeſterday? Moſt mens indgewent of Writers # the 
ſame that of wine,Luke 5.39. The olde is better. Aud 
yet oftentimes the old s hard and tart, and nearer Vi- 
negar then Wine, when the new © ſweet and pleaſant. 
How many workes of ſome of the Fathers, which hane 


of an ancient Fathers name*thow would we vilifie thoſe 
ſame things in new, which wee ſo magnifie in old Vrij- 
gers? 1ſpeake it not to derogate ought from the worth of | 
thoſe ancient Worthies ana renerend Sages (1gine them 
all due renerence and reſpect )but only to meet with that 
fend humour, which meaſures worth onely by age,as if 
wothing auld be good, but that which is old: And from 
4 meane canceit of Writers perſons knowne are ready to 
preindge their workes unread and vnknowne. 

But 4s for your Ladſhip; 1perſwade my ſelfe that 
your knowledge of the Juthors perſon, parts, and en- 
dowments wherewithall God had graced him, will be 


of this Worke. And ſo much the rather dee Ipreſume 
vpon your Ladiſhps fawour herein, becauſe whilſt this 
Anthor lined(out of a loue to his graces,and honoarable 
diſpeſution) hee entended this Worke to hane beene ho- | 
noured by the patronage of your worthy and right no- 
ble Brother, who now alſo together with this Author, 
is at reſt, ſinging beauenly Halleluiahs i» the preſence 
of the Lambe. | 

Pardon me good Madam, if 1 renew your griefe with 
the mention and remembrance of ſogr:at a l, e. Gine 
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little worth elſe in them beſtdes antiquity,and the credit | 
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vs leaue to teſtifie our fellow-feeling of your ſorrowes. 
| Publicke loſſes may not paſſe without publicke heaunes, 
It ts aleſſe that yeelds vs argument both of great griefe | 
and as great feare. Can it be a (mall gritfe to ſce our | 
ſelues a-priued of the uſe and benefit of ſo many rare 
vertues,and honorable inclinations ,of ſo great learning, | 
in ſo few yeeres of ſo great grace Holines and religion mn | 
Joyong yeeres,as were ſweetly met and combin'd in him? 
| 2 rare endowments, hu noble diſpefution hs religious | 
conxerſation, his hopefull ſeruice to Gods Church, and 
this kingdome, conſidered, I may ſay of the Church and 
Common-wealth, as ence Valerius ſake of Gornelia in | 
the lofſe of her louiug Husband,Corncliam neſcio an | 
| foeliciorem dixerim quod talem virum habuerit, an 
miſeriarem quod amiſcrit: /r 7s hard to ſay whether we 
were happier m the enioyment,or vnhappier in the loſſe 
of ſuch a perſonage, And 48 in his loſſe there is great 
| cauſe of priefe, ſo ns leſſe of feare.We may griens that ſo 
great good is taken from vs, wee may feare becauſe 
| fome great cuill is comming vpon vs: The righteous 
periſheth,and no man conſidereth that heis taken away 
fromthe euill that is to come. Surely, when good men, 
eſpecially being great men, and young men to,are taken 
| Away, it is a fearefull preſage of much anger, and euill 
| to come. The Lord make vs all wiſe to conſider the 
| deaths of ſuch men, that the feare of enils to come, may 
| make vs ſeeke to anoid enill preſent, and make vs pru- 
dent in the fore-ſight of the plagues to hide our ſelues. 
Bat yet in the miadeſt of this priefe and feare, your 
Laaiſhip is not left altogether comfortles. As it is acom- 
| fort that God honowred your family with ſuch an one, 
[0 is this alſo none of the leaſt comforts to you, that you 
mourne | 
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mourne not alone, but hane the hearts of all good men 
heauy with yours. It makes our toy the precter to hane 
others reiozee with vs when wee retozce : but it makes 
our ferrow the l:fſe when we hane others to weepe with | 


' fools? So of kins it may be ſaid; Did he dye a5 an imme- | 
| riting, 44 an ignoble perſon ? without teares ? without | 

lawentation ? 1 thinke Imay boldly fpeake it; that nencr 
any of i is place and of his yeeres, left more keauy hearts 
belinde him then hee hath done. Theſe are mijerable 
riefes indeede, when others finde matter of ioy in the 
matter of our griefe, and laugh at onr teares; but thew 
may wee griene comfortably, when wee ſee others ioyne 
with vs, and tone to heart our le{[es, 4s well as our 
ſelaes. 

1 would willingly both inlarge his commendation and 
onr priefe, but theſe require rather a volume then ar 
Epiſtle. And I may ſpeake of bim, a5 Auguſtine sf ens- 
ther, llla quidem anima in focictatem fidelium 8 
caſtarum recepra, laudes nec curar, nec quzrit hn- 
manas imitationem tantum quzrits He deſires more 


the imitation then commenaation ef his vertnes;and the 
imitation rather of his life, then a lamentation for hit 


death. » 

| Tet may 1n0t altegether faſſe ener in ſilence bis holy 
and relrgious courſe; which was,to keepe a Catale2 me or 
diary of his finnes againſt God: and enery night, or the 
next morning to reutew the faults of the dey paſt : Eue- 
ry Saboth morning,or night before, to reniew the faults 


of the whole weeke : and at the end of entry moneth to 
ſuruay the whole moneths tranſoreſSion. This did hee | 
aatly weekly and monthly,thcreby the better to bumble 
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| vs when we weepe. Did Abner, ſis Dauid, dye as a | » Sam.z. 33: 
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 himſelfe | 
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( birnſclfe for his ſinnes, and renew bis pradtiſe of repen- 
tance. And the day before the receining of the holy Sa- 
crament did alwayes vſe to humble himſelfe befere the | 
Lord with Faſting, Prayer, and Confeſi;on, thereby the 
better to prepare bimſelfe for the more worthy ang com:- 
fortable receining of the holy Communion. 

1 ſay nothing of his religious obſernarion of the Saba- 
oth by himſelfe alene, and with his people about him, 
both before and after the publike Exerciſes, in medit a- 
tion, reading, prayer, and repetitions. His carefull ex- 
penſe of time, his keeping of ſet houres of ſludie. Thas 
did he,with good Job while hee was yetachilde, 
ſecke the Lord. By meanes of which his holy and con- 
fant courſe in ſeeking the Lordygn few yeeres he became 
wiſer then his ancients and teachers, andpreſerucd his 
young yeeres in great honoar and reputation, free from 
all the blemiſhes and ſtaines of youth, notwithſtanding 
the manifold occaſions td the contrary in reyard of his 
place and condition. The truth is, the world was not 
worthy of him. His vertuesand his graces were fitter 
for heaven then this inpare earths 

Let vs now that are behinde, turne our griefe into 
care, let our care be to follow thoſe holy fleps hee hath 
trod before vs. True it is you can nener reconer. his per- 

ſon, his praces you ma) : The griefe will be the leſſe for 

the loſſe of his perſon, if you make areconery of his gra= 
ees.Whilft his ſpirit is doubled vpon your Hononr, and 
his graces ſhall ſarnine in your religions imitation, ſo 
lowp we ſhall connt him ling m your ſelfe. 

And now right Honourable, Tentreat you by the lone | 
that hebare ts this Anthor,and by the lone that you bare 
to his honourable Patrones, your deceaſed Father and | 

Brother, | 
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DEDICATORIE, 


Brother ,(both now glorified Saints) to teftifie your lone. 
to this Author by your bononrable and far ourable ac- 
ceptance of this worke. 

May your Ladifhip bat pleaſe to vouchſafe the rea- 
ding and diligent peruſall thereof, and 1 dare preſame 
wpon 4s much. Thus as 1 haue raiſed this tolight, ſo I 
commend it to your Honours patronage, and protection: 
and your Honour to thepatronage and protecFionef the 
Lord Jeſus. May 5.Epping in Eſſex. 


Your Honours 


in all ſeruice, 


ITzx,DYKEe. 


— 


( 


| 


ana eny ey 
CRE EEG 


THE CONTENTS 


of this Book e, 


of os Preface,whereinthe Text,ler.17.is opened. pag 1. 
1 I. Dofrine of the hearts deceitfulneſſe : where 
'S 1 The hindes of this decentfulneſſe. 
The lluftrations, 
The kmdes are two. 
rt That —_y we deceineothers onely, And it 2, 
1 Tobedone,or in doing, 


1 Of enill p12 
1 Diſſimulation, | 2 From being done. p.17 
-3 Already done, p.20 
2 Of good. p.25 
2 Simulation. 28] 


P 
: 1 In the minde and affeFions, 
2 Selfe-accert. 2. 3 2 Inthe Aﬀettions alone. 
The former ts foure-fold, 
: In indgingof owr 3 1 Perſons, | 
2 eAMlions, 
Of our Perſons. 
| x That wee arenot/o bad as we are, P:3 


eAnd that m regard of 
Preſen/ p39 
Time 3 bob P 42 


To come, 3 | 
2 Thet we haue that good and that happineſſe which wee "Rc 
not at all, Where fowre decents. | 


——— RR 


1 Rin Worldling, —_ p.51 
2 Cimill Tuſticiarie. p58 | 
3 Looſe Libertines, p.60 


4 Temporary Beleexers : Whoſe Decents are three. 
1 Tonching | 


_—_ em — — _ 
. nmties 


* 


ht. _ 
EY 


The Contents. 


| 


C1 Tonchin his F as 
L7 Y - aith, Parts Y K: nowleage, p.69 
| | Be  e Application. p70 | 
1gnes:his Hoyes and feelin gs, P.77 
[nward, TOW, p.8 
< 2 Repentance. Dejrre. = 
.96 
Outward Jerbal) Confeſſion, p101 
Prayer. | 
AT; Reall. 4 Reformation, - _ 
{3 Obedience. p, "4 .108 
EL That the good we hane is greater then it. i P.117 
Of our atlions. at ref pros _ P.122 
I Of Direttien. 1 Fortheru/es of our ll 
2 For the aflions th 
\ Cd Crd” | themſelues. p.126 
/ Zed Altzons, pars. 
Good. 2 1 Condemning ef them, | 
2 Onerprizing them... p.130 
Evill 3 I Iabiljing of them. _ 
2 Excu s 
C1 Corraption > pn Po 33% by ! 
2 Examples of the goaly. P-134 
3 Tgnorances p-135 
+ Tranſlation wvp0n others : 4s, p13 6 
| C1 The fleſh. 
3 1 2 Thetimes, P-139 
| 3 Our Callngs. p-144 
4 Condition of life, Pay 
5 Outward occaſions, p.148 
q 6 The Dmelk þ.250 
< 7. Conſtellations. 4 PEFR 
\8$ Gea, \ PAIS 
9 Our Brethren. | P.153- | by their ibid. 
C1 Importwnitic of per{waſion 
| 2 (ommand , Aut 
1 be ement or example. I 
| | 3 Prenocations, : . - 4 
1 4 Di{conr ES 
i{conratements. p.l59 | 


5 Cuſftome 


— 


The Contents. 


5 Cuſtome. 


TI. Inperſwading. 


(s To the commiſſion of enill: where 14. deceits. 


l'1 Thepainting of Sinne with Vertues colours, p.169 
2 By craning to bring vs to much, p.I7S |Þ 
4 3 Tickling oxr hearts with the meere pleaſure of ſine. 
p.187 
| 4 Preſuming vpon Gods mercy. P.189. 
5 Pleading the neceſſitie of lunng, p.190 
| 6 Apretence we will doe ut onely for triall ſake. p.192 | 
4 7 A preſuming vpon that good we haue, P-193 
| 8. Anhopeto A - amends afterward, 
9 A pretence of ſome good to enſue. : 
Io An wrging of our purpoſe ſiulitocontinue godly.2 © 3 
I1 By hawing humane lawes on our jides. p-205 
12 Our moderation mining. p.206 


I 3 dens the Scripture to be for vs. p.207 
C14 Eluding the Scripture againſt vs, p-211 
| 2 To the omiſſion of good: where ſeaurn deceits. 


ſ 1 Theblacking of Vertue with the ſoote of Sinne. p.213 
2 Fromalitleto bring vs to nothing, .21 
3 Toſener the pleaſure of godlineſſe from the trouble 
; .216 
4 Remembrance of that already done. * 30 | 
5 Comparing our ſelues with our inferiours. Þp.232 
1] 6 Pretence of auoyding enil, ibid, 
7 1nrention of falſe reaſons: 'which arey * p.233 


I From not doing enill, p.236 

2 Froma purpoſe to doe it hereafter, p.237 

3 From extraordinary occaſions, p-231 

'{ 4 From Gods Predeſtination. P-233 
5 From the difficulty of godlineſſe. P234 
| | In 


—__—_ 


_ — 
ede* © 10, 'þ. SE IE OP ear 23s, £- 


A | 6 Confidence. p.298 


C_ —_—_—— —— 


The Contents. | 


T1T. Inpromiſmg. 
C1 Pleaſure nſinne, p-236 
I -2 Enoyment of outward things, p.239 


3 Happmeſſe in enioyment. Fw 49 
/ 4 Freedome from indgement ,and ope of 
C1 To our ſelues.< heauen m ſinne, . P.2482 
| | 5 Setled continuance in proſperitie. 
; P-244 | 
C6 Sncceſſe vpon inſufficient grounds, 2.45 


= 1 Simply, P.247- 

2 To God : 1 Particular <2 Upon condition of Re- 
duties in | 

C . 2 General, Ppentance. p-2 84 


TITI, InPrattifing : here deceit in twelye poymts, 


Cx Thewncertainty and ickleneſſe of the hart in good, p.256 


| 2 The ſlipperineſſe im the very alt of performance of good, 


2 
3 Secret foiſting in of corruption into good attions, bo - 
4 Leaping from one extreame to another,  p.26s5 | 
5 Shdino from the meane to arextroame. 269 
2 6 Incroaching tn the vſe of things lawful, P.271 
7 Toiuſtle out a greater good by a leſſe, P.274 
8 To grow ſecure after ſncceſſe in good, P-275 
| 9 The fleſhes peruerſe incitation of the ſpirits p.276 
| 10 Treachery in temptation, P:277 


| 11 By minding of futzre good to negleA preſent. p.278 
C12 Perking of the hand-maid abouethe Miſreſſe. P-279 


In the affeftions alone. 

1 Intheir variableneſſe, p.2$0 

{ 1 Ingeneral. 3 3 1n corrupting tbe amderſtanding.p.281 

{ C1 Lowe, | P-248 
2 Anger. p.286 | 

3 Toy. :290 

L2 In ſpecial, 4 4 Sorrow. 91 

5 Defre.- P.294 


i 


The 


The Contents. 


— 


The Illuſtrations of the hearts deceitfulne(ſe, 
| 1 Bythe a of it, p.299 
2 3H the canſe, t e wickeaneſſe of the heart. P-301 
3 Fy the onſearchableneſſe of i. P-311 
1: Aﬀeanecs of diſconcry. 
where 100 things 2 Markes for triall - x hearts, 
CHMeanes are /eauen. 
C1 Renelation of the Word, £4316 
2 efffiiftion, ibid, 
3 Profperitie. ' Þ-320 
7 4 1nequalitie of carriage. P.325 
5 Remonall of our chiefeit belpes in godlineſſe, p.327 
6 Fitneſſe of occaſions to prouoke corruption, p.329 
7 Onr affettions. P-330 
HMarkes to try the finceritie of the heart are fine, 
C1 Humilitie, P-332 
2 The good and honeſt heart. p-335 
3 Theplaine and open heart. P-340 
| 4 Greateſt ſoxeritie againſt our owne ſmness p.341 
| 5 Retoycing and griening for the graces and ſmnes of 
others, as well a5 our one, P-343 
T1T. The generall uſe of the whole doArine of 
the hearts deceitfulneſſe. 
1 For watchfulneſſe. P.345 
\ 2 For binding our ſelues by conenant tothe Lord, p.z49 
3 Forwiſedometo apprehend all good opportunitie. p.352 
4 For ſtrait examination of our hearts, P-335 
5 For exhortationto ſinceritie: where, 6 
| 1 Motines vnto fmcerutic. 11. -.AS87 
| 2 Meanes.g. p.280 
TITI. The Anſwere which is made Ter; 17.10, to an Obie- 
CHonariſmy from the dotrine of the hearts decetfutneſſe:where 
zs handle : 
3 I Gods kyowledge of our hearts. .386 


P 
2 Gods rewarding of oxr workes, the end of the former 
' knowledge, | p.386 


The end of the Contents. 


_— 


To Wo IP oe 


{ 


| 


=”Y 
—_———— 


LS EESTST 


ES 
HONOBOR 


I E,R E Me I7. 9e 10s | 


| The heart is deceirfull aboue.all things, and exill, who 


can know it ? 1 the Lord ſearch the heart and try the 
_ reqnes, that 1 may gine ts encry one according ts his 
' wayes,according tothe fruit of hs workes. 
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: | Cu AP. I. ns: 
The Text opened; A. Preparation to the Trea- 


deceirfulneſle, the difficulric, and yetthe meanes © 
knowing It. 


LP=BQ HE Prophet hauing gricuouſly 
©E&AN menaced the lewes in the be- 
Hy ginning of this Chapter ; be- 
HOO > Cauſc hee ſaw how muchthey 
Baz bore thenaſclues out againſt 


the «/£giptian his helpe; there- 


| fore in the fift Verſe hee curſeth all ſuch asrelye 


vpen man, and make fleſh their arme: contrarily bleſ- 
{ing ſuch as in 'their dangers ſhroud and ſkelter 
rnemſelues vnderthe wing of the Almighty. 


bell and death, would be ready to obieR againſt the 
Prophet; What then is all_this threatning to vs? 


p WO mc 


B Wee 


KOMEN 


tiſe following, ſhewing the originall of the _— 


©) theſe threatnings, vpon hope of 


Burt here the ewes, hauing made 4 conenant with | 
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| The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. | 


Pro. 26, SF. 


Wee are none of thoſe that withdraw their hearts 
from God. Vic of meanes doth not preivdice tru} 
in God ; Truſt in God as it cannot ſtand with zru/# 
in meanes 3 ſo neither without v/e of meanes when 
they may be had. Vee repoſe our felues on God 
as much as thy ſelfe, or any elſe: and wee repaire 
tothe ſecond caufes, onely as ſeruiceable, and ſub- 
ordinate to the firft, Therefore 45 the ſparrow by 
wandring , and the ſwallow by fleeing eſcape, ſothis 
thy canſeleſse curſe, ſhall not come : neither arc we 
ſuch childrento be skarred with bug{-words. 

The Prophet therefore in this verſe preuenteth 
this obieRion, and keepeth them from this ſtarting 
hole,ſaying,7 he heart a5 deceitfall,as it he ſhould fay, 
Flatter not your ſelues in a vaine conceir, that you 
with-draw not your heart from God, and ſo God 
will not with-draw his from you. Nothing more, 
eaſic than for a man to deceiue himſelfe : tor rhe 
heart by reaſon of the great wickedneſle thereof, is | 
2 bottom+leſſe and vnſcarchable gulfe of guile; in 
ſo much asnonecan know, not onely anothers, bur | 
not his owne heart, The Lord onely hath reſerued 


| 


chis as a prerogatiue royall to himſelfe exactly to 
know the depth of our hearts : that ſo, though 
men concciuing well of themſclues, may conceiue 
amiſſe of God, as one that by his doings will not. 
iuftific the Prophets ſayings ; yer hee judging of 
men,according to the ſecret diſpoſition and conſii- 
rution of their hearts, may dealewith them accor- 
dingly, bleſſing theſe that in truth doe truſt in him, 
bur curſing ſuch as with-draw from him, thongh 


| not their tongues, yet their hearts. This is the or-) 


der: 


bh 


The deceiefulneſſe of mans heart. 


[3 


They containe in thema propoſition concerning 
the hearts deceirfulneſſe. Heere two things are to 
be conſidered : what is meant by beers, what by 
aeceitfull. 


| By heart, mans heart is meant, as appeareth by 
| the context. And now becauſe mans hearr is one 


of the principall ſears of the ſoule of man, therefore 
by a Meromimy of the ſubiec? , it is vſuaily in the 
Scriptureput ſometimes fot the whole ſoule, ſome- 
times (and that more frequently ) for ſuch ſpeciall 
facultics in the ſoule, as more ſpecially belong ro the 
hart, as the Will and Aﬀe&ions.Bur here ir is tobe 
raken for the whole ſoule, and all the parts thereof, 
the vnderſtanding, the will, the affeQions : for all 
are deceirfull. 

The word aeceitfull is fignificantin the Hebrew, 
comming of a yer&e which ſignifieth ro ſupplant, 
as runners in the race vſe ro doe; and from this word 
had 1akob his name, becauſe he caught E/as by the 
heele when hee was comming forth of thewombe ; 
So doe our hearts cunningly, as it were, trip our 
heele when wee are to runne the race which is ſer 
before vs. Though heere alſo that reaſon of the 
name which £f/as falſely gaue to 1akob, may truely 
agree to our hearts; wellmay they be called akobs, 
becauſe they cozen many, and dove their endeauour 
tocoxen all of Gods blefling, ani the heauenly in-. 
heritance. But it may be asked, Is this deceirful- 
neſle ginen'vnto all men indifferently , or onely ro 
ſome? 4nſw.To all,ſaue Chriff,,n whoſe month (and 
{o heart) wes found no guile. By naturealf our hearts | 


der and generall purpoſe of the words. | 
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Gen. 27.36. 
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The deceirfulneſſe of Mans beart.. 


| Pſal. 32.-2+ 


{fied man: but this is true onely of che ſozrz7, of the | 


are alike. And the change that grace makes in this 
life is notf{ue]} but that in ſome ſort,thehearrofthe 
beftmay ſillhe ſaid co be deccirfull. Chriſt indeed-) 
gauc Nathanzel this praiſe, that there was no guile 
im his heart, and Daze fajes the like of cuery tutti» 


wew, Or young manthatis created by God inthe re 
generate, and not of che fle/h, that olde man,an olde 
toxe indeede, that by reaſon of his age is often too 
hard for the yong man : for youth 1s but (imple in 
regard of olde,age 3 Howbcit as young men grow 
ſtill ro further perfeRion, andare onthe encrealing 
hand, whereas olde men decreale, till at lengrh age 
brings aotage : fo heere the craft ofthis olde man is 
daily weakened, the rathcr for thoſe many wounds 
which the ſtronger young mans arme giues him 
in the braine,. whereas the ſpiritual! wiſedome of the 
yong man jncreaſeth daily. Thus then'we interpret 
theſe words of rhe Propher,, The heart of man is 


deceirfull,euenthe whole heart of the wicked , be- 
caule it is wholly fleſh, and part of the heart of the 
godly , namely, the vnregenerate and fleſhly pare. 
The heart of the wicked is deceitfull with a full, 
ſtrong, and raigning deceirfulneſſe, the deceitful- 
neſle that is in the heart of the godly is weaker, as 
being diſcerned of them, and fſtrouen againſt by 
them. The heart of the wicked ſhewes it deceitful- 
nefle in the whole courſe of their liues. The godly one- 
{ly in /omve pariieuler act1ons. AS itis{aid of David,ve 
was wright in all things , ſane onely m the matter of 
Friah. T he generall current ofhis life was free from 
deccitfulneſle, though not. the particuler action ; 
| _ Contrarily,,| 


————. 
_ 
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Contrarily, the heart of thewicked may be vpright 


in ſome particular edt ions, as Abimelechsinthetaking f 


of Sareb.1 know ((aith God) thow haſt dome this tm the 
vprightnes of thy heart : yer not in the maine of their 
lives. This is proper onely to the godly, that they 
are vpright in their way, that is,the conttant tenor of 
their conuerſation. Now this deccittulneſſe here 
given to the hearr, is ſer forth; Firſt, by the greatwes | 


| of it : aboxe all things. Secondly, by the. cau/e of it , 


ard evil. Thirdly, by che vsſcarchableneſſe of it, ſuch 
that none can know it, figured with an interroga- 


| tion, who can kwow it? that is, none of himſelfe, by 


his owne mother wit, without an higher and clearer 
light. | 
bs begin firſt with the deceirfulveſſe of the heart, 
and then to come to the illuſtrations of it after» 
ward; It may be asked, for the betrer vnderftan- 
ding thereof, How comes this deceitfulneſſe into | 
the heart ? Is not che heart Gods creature?and did 
hee not maake it ſimple, plaine, and truc 2 VVhence 
then this fraud > Lerd, thou ſowed(t in this field 
of mans heart, the good corneof faith,truth, ſince- 
ritie: whence then theſe Tares > Salomon tels vs, 
Eccleſ. 7.31. God made man righiroms : but they hage 
ſeaghi out many iuuentious. For howſoever theſe in» 
wentions and deceits (as Moſes ſhewerh Gen.z.)were 
firſt forged in the Diuelsbraine,and came our of his 
ſhop, yet becauſe they were ſo readily apprehen- 
ded, and as it were bought vp ſo faſt by our firſt pa- 
rents, therefore Salomes aſcribes them.to man. So 
that howſocuer here alſo the queſtion concerning 
treachery, and perfidi- 


theſe Tares, yea Thiftles of 
| : 


of the hcarts 
decentulneflc, 


| 


B 3 ouſneſſe 


Pſal. 119. 2, | 


The originall | 
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| The deceitfulneſſe of mans beart. | 


-ouſneſſe in our hearts may truely be anſwered with 
that in the Goſpell : The emiou man bath ſowne | 
them; yet withall ic may juſtly be ſaid, becauſe the 
ground: did ſoopen her mouth for them, that the 
field it felfe did bring them forth . If at the firſt, 
when asthis field was. asthe pleafant Eden of God; 
how much more now,wlica hauing the ſalt as itwere | 
of Gods curle ſowne vponit,itis become asa harren 
wilderneſle ? If 44am and Exe might be charged as 
the fiſt fathers and founders ef choſe deceitfull in- : 
uentions ſuggeſted by Sarhan,becaule of their ready, 
|how much morewee, becauſe of onr greedy appre- 
henſion of them, whereby wee drinkethem in 25 the 
Iob 15.16. | fiſh doth water ? If they for willing conſenting to,how 
much' morewe,for wilfull confiring with the diuel! ? 
' | Sethat, whatſocuer the Scriptares ſhall cell vs con- 
cerning the Temprers wiles, wee may ſafely draw it 
hither, and apply itto our ſelucs, partners and pra- 
aizers with Sarher in his firatagems againſt our 
| owne ſoules. 
\ The difficultie | VVee ſeethen the rocke, whereout this deceirful- 
| orfnding oft | nefſe was hewen. A pigge it is of our owne Sowe, 
nefle, a flower (weede rather) ef our owne garden. lt re- 
| mayneth, that, more particularly, wee ſhould ſec 
whatir is, wherein it confiſts , and fhewes it felfe. | 
A labour ſurely fu}l of difficulcie. For as the wo- 
man of Samaris laid of her VVeil to Chriſt, The Well 
is deepe, and then haſt no pitcher, the (ame may weſay 
toour {clues of this pit, this puddle, this den, this 
dungeon. Tr js very both darke and deepe. Who 
can ce it ? who can ſound it > Ard alas, where arc 
our buckets empty it'? Who hath not cauſe to 
| complaine 
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complaine with S*. 4nflen, Juſt cauſe baue 1 to be- 
| wazle that darkneſſe,in which that power that is within 
meyis hid from mee; ſe that my ſoule askiag it ſelfe con- 
cerning it owne ſireugth,cannor-ſafely beleeue it ſeife be- 
cauſe extn that which indeed is in vs,rs kept ſecret from 
vs till experience manifeſt it ? O ye many bindecor- 
ners, the ſecret turnings and windings, theperplexe 
labyrinths, the cloſe lurking-holes that are here ! 
who would thinke, 'that within the compaſle of 
ſo ſmall a picce of fleſh, there ſhould be roome 
caough toharbour fuch ſwarmes of vaine and vile 
thoughts, deſires, afteQtions ; and that farre more 
ſecretly from being eſpyed by vs, then the largeſt 
and vaſteſt Cities can doe any ſcouting naughty- 
packe? May is a preat deepe whoſe veryhayres are num- 
| bred before thee O Lord. And yet eaſier it is ro know the 
number of his haires,then of the motions and affections 
of bis heart, as exccllently Saint Auſten. For, as in 
 Herenles Monſter, fill freſh heads, one ſpringing vp 
after the cutting offof the other : and as in Ezekiels 
| Temple, after the fight of ſome abhominations fill 

moe : ſo herein this ſo infinite a recepracle of de- 
ceitfull thoughts, one deceit ſucceeding and preſ- 
| {ing hardat the heeles of another. Many inuentions, 
| ſaid Salomon, ſpeaking of thoſe ar the firſt in the 
heart onely of eſdaw: and Eve. How then is the 
number (rthinke' wee) increaſed ſince, there being 
none, whoſe braineor breſt hath not caſt in his w- 
| dowes Mie atleaſt, inrothe commontreaſury?Ifthis 
ſtinking riuer were fo great where it firſt roſe, how 
| then thinkeweehathic inlargedir felfe, being runne 


| 


Confefi.]:b. 10, 
CaP. 32. Sunt 
iſte plangende 
tenebre, in qui- 
bus me latet fa- 
culr as mea que 
mn meeſl, vt a- 
nimus mens de 
viribus ſnys ipſe 
ſe interrogans 
ron facile febs 
credenudum exe 
iſtim:t, quia 

& qued ineft 
plarungque 6c- 
culcum eſt, niſh 


nifeſtetur, 


Confeſl ib. 4. 
c3p.16. Grande 
profundur eſ 
homogcutus etiam | 
capillys tw Domi. 
ne num.r tos 
habes Et tamen 
capilli a 
gu numerabiles 
ſunt, quam affe= 


tus cords, 
Ezck, 8.6-13. 


| thus farre? No maruell then if the Prophet, as ir 
| | B 4 were 


to 


expert entia ma. | 


(Fu eius, ey mo- þ 
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were amazed to ſceſuch litters, yea, legzons of deceit- | 
full diuels,couching cloſe in this their ſtincking tie, - 
cry out, as here wee heare him, The heart is decert- 
full aboxe all things, who can know it ? So myſlical{are 
theſe hearts of ours, So deepe and abſtruſe are her 
myfterics of deceit, Vhy then will ſome ſay, doe. 
youtrouble yourſelfein vaine?forifnone can know | 
this mfterie of iniquitie, how then can you know it? | 
how can you make vs know it ? | 
Themeanes { JT anſwere, though no man know it as ofhimlclfe, ' 
wo know ine | yet, the Lord know; andif we plow with hes byfer me. 
Iudg.14-148, | hail know the darkeſt Riddics, There is a myfterie | 

| of fin ({ayes one) lying in the foldes of our hearts, 
which wee ſhall neuer fee vnleſſe the Spirit of God 
enter in, and give vs light : for this ſpirit ſearcheth 
the acepe things of God, 1Cor.2, much more can it 
ſearch the decpacfle of Sathan, and of mans deceit- 
fullheart, If then wee conſultwith the Lords Spirir, 
wee may learne of him what theſe deceits be, ſo 
farre forth, as hee hath reuealed them in his word; 
which is a light whereby wee may fee in-this, even 
| morethen e-£gp1iar darkenefe. Therefore our $4 
#iewr counſelleth vs' to take the benefit of this 
lighr, and not to let it ftand vnderthe bed, and that 
Mar. 4.21.22. | vponthis ground, fr there is nothing bid { namely, 
incpreted: | in, our hearts, though neuerſocloſely] bur it /ball be 
epened, namely, by the power of the Word, moſt 
1 Cor, 14, |plainly. Andthis Panlexemplities in his /deot, com- 
ming into the Church aſſemblies, and in heating 
the wordopened, ſeeing himſcifeand bis owne heart 
opened, and the ſcerers thereof diſcouered. Counſel 
[vnderſtandir of crafty counſel Jis in the harr of man: 

but 


4 Prov. 20. x. in- 
rerpretcd, 


| 


—_— ye 


| owne. Though then naturally wee are all blinde, 


p 
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but s man of vnderſianding (vnderftand it ſpeeially 
of ſpirituall vnderſtanding our of the word ) well 
fetch it out, ſairh Salomon. Here the holy Ghoſt ma» 
keth the wiledome of the word to be a bucker, able 
to bring vp the filrhy mire our of the deepeſt pirs 
of decenfull hearts, And .if the wiſe man have skill 
to let downe this bucker into other mens hearts,and 
draw it vp full againe, much more then into his 


walking inthe darke Cloyſters of our heares, yer, if 


ther) and lead vs along by his Word and Spicir, we 
ſhall then ctearely ſee the ſeucrall rancks and orders 
of the abhominable deceits therein : for in the 


as David confeſſeth in that his Prayer, Open mine 


word of God there are many wonders to be ſcene, | 


| 


the Lord goc before vs with his torch: if herake vs, | 
as once Ezechiel,into this corrupttemple (ſtable ra-| 


Plal.rrg.1s.; 


eves 0.Lord,that I may ſee wonders ont of thy Law. A- 


| alas, all that was not enough to humble them, ney- 


mong the which, chis of our owne hearts vuabowel- 
led and anatomis?4, is not the leaſt. Indeede, when 
our dead bodies are whole, wee cannot fee whar is 
within. They will caſt forth an enill ſauour, and we 
may ſee ſome bilthinefle and deformitic in them. 
The which yet is but ſweetnefle and beauty ro that 
wee ſec, whenthe body is cut, opened, and intrals 
taken out. Surely, the noſes and eyes euen of fome 
paturall men, have diſcerned in mans heart vnope- 
ned, vnſauoury naſtinefſe, odious vglinefſe. But 


ther was it any thing to that they might haue ſeene 
in the heart broke vp by God,the onely skilfull ana- 


romizer thereof. Vho as hee ſeceth all things there- 


eas LIT 
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Heb. 4. 1 3-it- 
rerpreted, 


interpreted. 


Pal. 107. 2 3+ 


| | 
Plal, 104. 26. 


| 


in, lying naked as in an Anſ9z,a5 the Apolile ſpea- 
keth. Heb. 4. 13. ſoalſo hee hath laid it openin his 
word vnto vs; as in the Verſe before the ſame Apo- 
{tle ſhewerh,The word of Gods linely, (harper then the 
rw o-edged ſword, a diſcerner of the thoughts and ſecret 
intents of the heart, neyther is there any creature which 
is not manifeſt injt ſights namely, of the word before 
ſpoken of : for ſo I thinke, without any violence of- 
fered to the words, may the Text be interpreted. 


| And theword [creaiare] | take for the creature of 


the heart, namely, the thoughts and intents thereof 


{ before mentioned. That the ſence ſhould bethis. The 


word giſcerneth the thoughtsof ourheart;nor ſome, 
bur all. Nething is there , that the heart forgeth, 
frameth,and as itwere createth within itſelfe, which 
this word taketh not notice of; Bur of this ler the 
learned iudge. 


(Per. r. 19. | Well then, ſince the word is that /;gbt which ſbi- | 


neth in this darkneſſe, having it with vs,venter we to 
deſcend downe into this deepe dungeon, and to 
launch our into this vaſt Oceaw, hauing this plum- 
met to ſound the bottome thereof. 7 bey that goe 
downe into the dcepes ({aith the Prophet) they ſee rhe 
workes and wonders of the Lord, But they that goc 
downe into this deepe are nor now like to ſec any 
thing, but the deepereſſe of Sathan, the workes and 
wonders of the Diuell, the Z:i#:arhan that ſporteth 
himſelfe in theſe waters, or rather a Aeprunetrium- 
phing hereas in his kingdome, Vhich {ight,though 
happily not ſo plesſarg , yet profitable it will be, 
for ro ſhame and humble vs : for here in the word 


are thoſe cleare waters, which if wee trouble them 
: | nor, | 


— 


w ſoone as our eye is out of the glaſſe what was the | Iames x, 


ak. 
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nor, with the mudde of our ewne affeions, like | 
the Elephant; cleately. wee. may ſee our owne de- 
formitie. Here is a g/sfſe,wherein we may behold the 
faces of our harts,and eſpy euentheſmalleſt wrinckle | 
of deceit whatſocuer. And that nor ſo, as our nas | 
| rurall faces in common glaſſ:s, where we forget, as | 


faſhion of our face; but ſo, that till the ſight ſeene | 

ſhall ſticke by vs , preſenting it ſelfe to the eye of | 
oar vnderſtanding. When fome cunning deceit- 
| full Theefe hath ftollen ought from thee, chou run- 
neſt preſently to the cunning wizard,a worle theefe, 
a worſe deceiver, to {ee in his deceiuable Glaſle, 1 
know not what phantfie, the theefe ir ſhould be, that 
hath robbed thee . Loc thy heart, the moſt crafty 
and coſening theefe that can be, hathrobbed chee, 
and doth daily filch from thee thy richeſt treaſure, 
And canſtchou in thy little lofle runne tothe Diuels 
lying glafſe, to finde out a little theefe, and wilt 


| 


glafſe to finde our the great Theefe ? If thou thin- | 
| keſt there is no ſuch theefe that ſteafes ought from b 


thou not in thy greater loſfe, come to Gods true 


thee, doe but come hither cothis Glafſe, andthou - 
ſhale ſee him, and all the trickes and myſte- 
ries of his conny-catching trade, 
Come 1 ſay, and {ce him | Tokens, 
aQing of them, 
"I 
* 
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Of the deceitfulneſſe of the heart in 
| regard of others. 


Aking then the anatomizing knife of the word, | 
and ripping vp the belly of this Monttcr, 1 
finde ſuchan infinit number ofthe veyniesof deceit= 
fulncſk,and thoſe ſo knorty,and intricately infolded 
cogether, that hard it is diftinly and clearcly to 
{ ſhewthem all. Neuertheleſſe, God aſſiſting, wee 
| ſhall doe ourbeſt endeauour.[ thinke theretorethar 
all che deceitfulneſſe of the heart, ditcoucred ro vs 
in the word, may be reduced to theſe two heads : 
Deceit of Firſt, the deccirfulnefle whereby we deccive 9rþers 
heart rwotold, | owely : Secondly,that whereby alſowee deceue avr 
; ſelnes. | | 
| x. Deceiuing The former is not that which here the Prophet 
| our | ſo much aymeth at: And therefore nee will not 
| ſo much inliſt vpon it. Ir ſhewes it ſelfe ſpecially 
in two things : in DiſSzwulation and Simealation; in 
diſſembling and concealing that which indeede is, 
and in fayning and counterfeyting that which in- 
deede is not. Diſſrwmulation is eyther of exill or good. 
x. OfEuill, | The diſſembling of ell is three-fold : Ofcuill /s be 
| done,or in doing: ſecondly, from being dene:thirdly, 
already done. 
x. Tobedene. [| The hearts deceitfulneſſe in hiding that cuill 
which ſhee purpoſeth to doe, or is, in doing, is to 
make fayre cuen of thequitecontrary. And there- 
| fore in her witty wickedneſle, ſhee inuenteth ſome 
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I InIE —— ——— ———_. 


mm. 


[> The deceitfulneſſe of mans beart. 


T3 


| 


—J 


colourable pretence to ſhadow her malice and miſ- 


Chriſt, he pretended yet religiouſly ro worſhip him, 


$1neon and Leui cloked their purpoſed maſſacre of 
rhe Sichemites, with the conſcience of circumciſi- 
on : A5ſolom his treaſon , with the religion of 
his vow 84h his perfidiouſneſſero 4bner, and Ama- 
24 with friendly words, and fſyren-like ſalucations : 
1/mael his murtherous minde toward thoſe cightic 
men, with his Crocodile teares'; Judas his couetoul- 
neſle, with a ſhew of a liberall and mercifull affec» 
tion towards the poore : and the /ewes their enuze 
againſt Chrif, with their duty to Ceſar. Thinke ye 
that the [ewes cared for Ceſar? No, none ſoimpa- 
tient of his yoke as they : But they had murtherous 
hearts, thicſting for our Lords bloud ; that was the 
crue cauſe ; and rthecauſe of their malicious heart 
was their exill eye, that could not indure the glori- 
ous brightneſſe of his grace. Bur if they ſhould 


| pretence they looke one way, in their zntenz they goe 


q 


haue alleaged that, all the world would haue cryed | 
ſhame en them : therefore to hide the odiouſneſſe 
of their fa, they ſer on it the faire maske of loyal- 
tie to Ceſar, Thus aiwaies in the perſecutions of 


chiefe. When Herod intended woluiſhly ro worry | 


ler. 41.6. 


Joſeph, his coate (hall bee brought forth, as it was | 1hsCoare, 
Gen, 37- 32s. 
& 


39. 26. 


once by his cnuious brethren, that ſold him; by 
his whoriſh miſtreſſe, that flandered him. Some 
one ſpecious and plauſible pretence or other ſhall 
be deuiſed by the wicked, to ſauce their credit in the 
world. So like rowers inthe boate, whileſt in their 


the cleane contrary. This tricke of deceirfulneſſe 


the heart hath learned of that arch-maſter of de- | 
ces, 


Ke 


Marke I. 24 


Bezaimhunc 
| locumn, 


lohn 7, 


Pſal. 5 5+ 


x Sam. 18.21, 
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 {ceits,the Divell. Who ſometimes will needes be. 


come a Preacher of the truth, as when he ſaid, 7he/e 
are the ſernants of the moſt high God&«c.leſus of Naza- 
ret, 1 know who thou art,enuen the koly one of God: but 
yet hee then plotterh miſchicfe, thinking by one 
truth to conuey and winde into our mindes an hun- 
dred lies. Thus truth is made to vſher falſhood : for 
eucn in thoſe his ſugred glozing words, wherein he 
preacherh Chrift che Sauiour ofthe world,it is calic 
to ſpic out warreis his beart : for it is to be marked, 
how he callerh him Icſus of Nazarer, therby to nou- 
riſh the error ofthe multitude, that thought hee was 
borne there, and ſo not the M:ſ#4þ, whoſe birth 
they all knew ought to beeat Berhlem, leſus then, 
and the holy one of God are butter and ole, as was af- 
terward, Good maſter thou regardeſt no mans perſon; 
but Jeſus of Nazaret,that is a /wor4,as wasafterward, 
Isit lawfull to gize tribute? Andſo that which Salo- 
210n ipeaketh of the flatterer, that he preadeth a net 
before his brothers feete, is true in thoſe flattering 
ſpeaches. The diuell ſomerimes giuerh the truth: in- 
deedehee doth bur ſer a ſnare to catch the truth in. 
As Sawl, a good (choller in this ſchoole did for Da- 
vid, in giuing him Michol rowife : 1 will gine him her, 
ſaith he, that ſhe may be a ſnare vnto him, and that the 
hand of the Philiſtims may be upon him. Heere is a 
goedly ſhow of ſpecial] favour and good will, cucn 
ſuch, as ſimple Danid was in a manner rauiſhed with 
ir,tothinke that his meanneſſe ſhould be honoured 
with fo great a marriage. But ir is but a baite, coue- 
ring the hooke, honic-poyſon. Theſe of allother 
are the moft ſecret deceits, which are thus mantled 


as. 4 — 
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{and masked with the diſguiſcd pretences of ſpeci- 
Jailloue and kindneſſe. And therefore Salomon not 
ignorant hereof , when hee commends bowmty and 
muniticence ina prince, hee aſſociates rr«th thereto. 
Bounty apd truth doe guardihe King, that is toſay,a 
true (not a treacherous) bounty: tor there is afalſe 
and lying bounty, deceiuing thoſe on whom it is 
beſtowed. And asin the prouerbe there are g1i/t- 

lefſe gifts.Such as was thatof Saul to Danid; bread in 

one hand , a ſtone in the other. Inknice were it to 

ſpeakeall thatmight be ſpoken heere. Iris ſo com-| 
mon a praGtiſe in theworld, yea, andit is counted 

wiſedome for men this to vayle their intents with pre- 
tences , their meanins with their words that the trath 
may be thought falſe, and falſchood true. \When they 
meane roftrikethe head with one hand, they wil firſt 
[/rokeir with the other, or, as ke ſayes,vith one hand 
they will claw on the head, with the other ſmite on the 
cheek. The tale-bearer when he comes to ſer his bro- 
thers good nameat ſale, how cunningly,how arcifi- 
cially will he traduce ? meaning to bite his brother, 
hewill & it iſe him. But well did Sa/omen preferre 
a friends wounds before ſuch kiſſes : for theſe kiſſes 

are /udac kiſles. They wound wortally : the other me- 
dicinally. Therefore exceilently doth Salomon cha- 

racer him, The words of the whiſperer (as Tremelius 

reads it , are like 10 the words of thoſe that are oftex 
knocked:bat they goe downe into the bowels of the belly. 

So deepely doe they pierce. When he begins firſt 
to open his packe, bee will fetch a deepe ſigh, pro- 

felling that becauſe of his great loue to the party, 


_ very ſorry for him; and ſo at length with a ſad 


ks 


countenance) : 
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Fehememer ds | countenance, with eyes caſt downe, with a flow,and } 


leo quia vehe- 


menter diligo, lamenting VOYCE, as chough the offence of his 'bro- 


Arq;fecom | ther were to him as a blow with a cudgell , out 
meſfto vulty, 


vali demiſſs, | COMes the {lander : Ioe, a cunning cranke of deepe 
cm quadem | and divelliſh deceirfulneſſe,ſo ro diſguiſe 9wrthrive 
A | alice, that it ſhall be taken euen for motherly mercy» 
procelitesded;n | £O Jamentand cry asif himſelfewere beaten, whileſt 
dw.Bernar}, | he with the ſcourge of his viperous tongue vamer- / 
| | cifully laſheth others. 

So alſo vnder the colour of zeale and hatred a- 
gainſt line, doc ſome couer their hatred againſt 
mens perſons ia their bitter cenſuring of chem. 
And others vynder the colour of giving thavkes to. 
God, hide their vaine oſtentation of their owne ver- 
Luke 18, eues, as that Phariſee, that ſaid, Lord,7 rhauke thee,? 

: am got 45 this pablicane, But as Chryſoſtome ſayes, this 

Sed ne hoc qui= | would not ſerne his turne: for it is no thankeſ-gining 
gu to upbraide others with their faults, and boaſting !y to 
{erimgratiaram | nſalt ouer thoſe which hane done amiſſe. 

[eto alys | But heere wee ſhould doe the Church of Rome | 
licks, ſuper eos | Iniurie to leaue her our, who indeede carrieth away 
| 7% peccavernnt | the bell from all others in this kinde of deccitfull 
| ie "© {painting andcolouting: vnder the name of Chriſts 
| ſpouſe playing the filthy harlot ; vnderthe title of 
Ecclef nomine | the Ghurch fighting againſt the Church vnder 
—_ Ecelefecm the coloxr of Religion, taking away the vigour of it, 
dimicatis and in a word making the fhew of podlinefſe to be 
onely a cloake of wickeanefſe. I would ratherſer out 
Ads and Mo | thisin Mafter Foxes words,then in mine owne, hee 
ns hath ſo lively andinthe right colours deſcribed, or 
ning of Luthers | rather deformed this monſter; thus writing of her, 


ſtory, « As in doQrine, ſoin order of life, and deepe hy- 
| = | pocrihe | 


——C———————— 


| and cloſe carryage, ſmother, and preſſe in many of 


their vices, which it chey ſhould breake forth, might } 


| plot, already afſented to by the King, might haue 
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cc pocriſie was (he corrupted,doing all things vader 
© pretences &diſlembled titles. Vnder the pretence 
© of Peters Chaire,they excrciſeda Maicſtic aboue 


<«challitieraigned adultery: vnder thecloakeofpro- 
©<feſſed pouerty,they poſſeſſed the goods of the tem- 
&©poralky:vnder the title of being dead to the world, 
«they not onely raigned in the world, bur alſo ruled 
*theworld:vnderthe colour of the keyes oi Heauen 
«ro hang vadextheir girdle, they brought all the e- 
«ſtates of the world vndertheir girdle,and crept,not 
©onely intothepurſes of men,butalſointo their con- 
«Cciences 2 they heard their conteſſions, they knew 
«their ſecrers,they diſpenſed as they were diſpoſed, 
*and loofed what them liſted. And fo much for the 
firſt deccitfull diſſimulation of cuill to be done. 
Theſecond is, whenthe cuill which wee are rea- 
dy to doe,is yet,by a ſubtile kinde of violence, kept 
in, ſo that it comes not forth into the outward aQ. 
Thus many there are, that politiquely,by a ſmooth 


hinder them in their defignes or deſires. An exam- 
ple wee haue in Hamas; who, though inwardly hee 
ſwelled with malice againſt Mordeeate , becauſe of 
his ſtiffe knee and ſtour hearr; yer , as the Scripture 
fayes, be refrayned himelfe; hee brake norforth into 
any diſtemper of words, buc craftily concealed and 
confined his anger within the bounds of his owne 
boſome, leaft otherwiſe the ſucceſſe of his bloudy 


«Emperors & Kings: vader the viſour of their vowed | 


beene hindered; when as by this meanes, the groſle 
| C abuſe 


et 
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inlightened. 


Pride a priſo- 
ner, and Piide 
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| 


| 


abuſe of the Kingin his falſe ſuggeſtions agiinſt the 9 
lewes , and feigned -pretences of the publike good. . 
wouid foore hauecome to light , and that thetrue. 

cauſe was but a matter of priuate ſpleene againſt. 

Aordecate. Thus many, whilelt they are in pcriti- 

on of ſome office, or in exp<Qation of ſotne profir 
orpreferment , how witty, how ily are they in the 
ditſembling of their greedy, griping, crvell, ambi- 
tious, auaritious, and other vitious diſpoſitions, 
which might make any rub in their way ? There 
are notſo many, nor ſo cunning deuiles for the hi- | 
ding of nararall infirmities of the body (as the croo- | 
kednefle of the legges, or backe, want of a tooth,or 
aneye, or ſuch like) as in ſuch caſes the deceitful 
heart will finde out for the hiding of the v»naturall 
deformities of the {oule. Butler onicetheir defires be 
granted, then they ſhew themſelues, then the wa- 
rers before ſtopt and damned vp, runne over, and 
rage furiouſly. Henceit was that the Prophet well 
acquainted with the craft of theſe foxes,prayes; Let 
not the wicked haue his deſire O Lora,performe not his 
thougbt, leaſt he be proud, Why ? was he not proud 
before? yes, in his very wiſhes he was proud, but 
then pridewas locked vp, and impriſoned ; now 
his deſire being ſatisfied, it would walke abroad 
and play reakes. The meaning then of the Pro- 
phert is, that the wicked; that before the obraine- 
ment of his purpoſe- was proud inwardly, but yet 
in policie repreffed it , would now be proud out- 
wardly , and open'the flosd-gates, that the current 
mightrunne amaine: And ſurely fo itis oftentimes, 
thatas Saul hid himſelfe in the ſtuffe, when hee was 
to- 


I 


_ ms, = 
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to get thisor that, very cloſely hide,though not with 
Sal, theraſclues, yettheir filthy ſtuffe and baggage 
within ? And that with no leſle ſabtill fleights, 
then once Ravellahid the Idols, Rehab the Spies, They 
will make euen thoſe, that doe more narrowly marke 
them, belecue, that they haue diſcarded, and ſent 
away packing thoſe corruptions , which yet lye ſe- 
cretly harboured in the cloſets of their hearts. As 
Rahab bore the 7erichuntines in hand, the Iſtaclites 
were gone away , when as they lay hid vader the 
ſtalkes of Flaxe, vpon the roofe of the houſe. Such 
ſlalkes of Flaxe,luch cloakes of ſhame, as the Apoſtle 
ſpeaketh, as it were the torne ragges and worne 


The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. | 19 
cobechoſen King, ſo the wicked in the like caſes, | 
when they looke,cytherby eleion;or other means, | 


ſhoes of thoſe guilefull Grbeonztes, have all ſuch thar 
walke craftily, to hide their filthineſſe from the eyes 
of the world. In which regard the Scripture very 


mma 


| one would thinke ir were a harmeleflz beaſt, and 


crites their ſecret corners and conueyances, wherein 
they fo cunningly couch their wickedneſle, that one | 
would rake them of allothers, to be the moſt inno- | 
cent. To this appertayneth that fimilitude of our | 
Sauiour, Luke 11. 44. Woe be to you Seribes and Pharie | 
ſes, bypocrites, for yee are as graues which appeare not, 
and the men that walke oner them perceine not. As the 
deepe graue hides the ſtincking carkaſe, and keepes 
in the ſtench from offending any mans ſmell, thar 


| could nor bite, ſo alſo haue theſe deceitfu!l hypo- 
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men walke ouer them, and yet neuer-perecive the | 
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ficly hath called them generations of Pipers : for as the Mat. 4.9. | 
Viper hath his reeth buryed in his gummes, ſo that Plin, ks 233 
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cuill ſauour thatis within : ſothe deepe and diſſem» 
bling hartofmanisa cunning diggerofſuchgraues, 
nay, it ſelfe, as it were, is a graue, whereintheir ror: 
tenneſle and corruption lyes ſocloſely couered,that | 
hardly the ſharpeſi noſes of ſuch as conuerſe with | 
them (hall be able ro ſmell them our. So powerfull ' 
is policte in the wicked to reſtraine their corruption | 
fromſcandalous eruption: moreby farre ſometimes | 
than is grace in ſome that are truely religious. For, | 
looke how Jſaack madeſbew of ftrangeneſſewith Re- 
becca his wife , when the knowledge of that neere- 
neſſe might haue hazzarded his lite : fo doe euill 
men counterfcite a kinde of ſtrangeneſſe, even with 
their beſt beloued ſinnes, where open familiaritie 
might be dangerous. But as aack was at length dil- 
couered,when Abimelech ſaw him ſporting with her: 
ſo theſe cloſe companions let them be heeded con- 
tinually, but with ſomething more attentive an 
eye,and it will be hard but ſometime or other wee 
ſhall rake them napping, and ( as beggars fayning 
lameneſle, without their crutches ) without their 


veyles,cuenvery familiarly ſporting themſelues with 
thoſe ſinnes,by the crafty forbearance whereof they 
formerly deceiued vs. | 

| Thethirdal- | Thethird decert in d/mnlation is,to difſemble and 


rcady done. | eOnceale euill already done. The ſirumper, when 


Pro 30.19.29. [ſhe hath caten follen bread, yet ſhe hath ſucha dex- 
| \Pioldede | zerjtie in thewiping of her lippes, that not the leaſt 
crumme ſtall hang on to bewray her, not the leaſt 
ſigne of her wantonneſſe ſhall appeare: And there- 
| fore boldly ſhe ſayes, 7 haue done no wickedneſſe.And 
 |cbisſheecarriesſo cloſely from the eye of the world, 

[ that 
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that Salomon ſhewes it to be as hard to findeit out, | 
as thoſe things which are hardeft; namely, as the 
Way of an Eagle in the ayre, netto beſecneatrer once 
flewne away; the way of a Serpent #n 4 lone, gliding 
away without leauing any impreſſion of her body 
behinde, and afterward creeping into ſome hele of 
the carthz the way of 4 Ship in the Sea, ſnittly carried 
away with the windes; and laſtly, as the way of 4 mas 
with amaide, that is,aclole and chaſte virgin, that 15 
kept cloſe from the acceſle of firangers. Looke how 
hard it is for a man indged vnworthy, te get an ho- 


neſt modeft virgin, kept cleſe in her parents houſe | 


(which is made no lefle difficult rhen to get a fly- 
ing Eagle) ſo hardit is ro diſcouer a whore, to con-+ 
uince ker of her wickednefſe, Thus is the way of an 
adultereſſe,that is,as hard to findeout as any of the 
foure fore-mentioned chings. Her deccitfull heart is 
fo fruitfull a hatcher of ſhifts and euaſtons. Andthis 
| is naturall to all the Sonnes of Adam, after the cx- 
ample of their Father, when they haue done cuill, 
preſently torun into the thickets to ſecke out co- 
uerlets to hide their nakedneſſe. Sometimes by 
groſſe and palpable lying, otherwhiles by the nea- 
ter and finer kinde of lying, Imeane that /ophiſticall 
Jeſuiticall equinocation :A tricke the Diucl| their ma- 
ſter hath taught them by his owne example; but ſo 
much the worſe in them then in him, for that hee 
equiuocated to hide his ignorance of that whichhee 
could not reueale : theſe equiuocate to hide their 
knowledge of that they can and ought to reucale: for 
being ſometimes poſed with ſume queſtions con- 
| cerning future euents, and not knowing well what 


( Muff:t in huxzc 


Piſcator in 
Mat. 1» & 


locum. 


The Din?ls 
equiue cation 


not ſo bad as 
the Icluites. 
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1 Kings 22, 6, 
opencd, 


The Diuell }! 
confcileth E-» 

{4 quinocation to 
belying,which 
is more then 
Iefuirs will doe. 


| roanſwere, and yet not willing to Jooſe his credit 


| with his blinde worſhippers, eyther by ſilence or- 


plaine ſpeech, he ſhaped hisan{weresin ſuch an am- 


the event ſhould fall out,it couid nor fall out amiſle ' 
to his anſwere;z becauſe being vpheld with this | 
{ 


prop of Equiuocation, it would ſtand true euen in 


contrary cuents. Thus when in his Prophets he was 
demanded by Ahab concerning his going to warre | 
againſt Rayrh Gileed, and the ſuccelle thereof, hee 
anſwered,Go,the Lord will deliuer it into the hanas of 


| but ſpeaketh ſuſpencely and vncertainely to gull 4- 


| deſtrnRion. And yet here once againe marke, how 


the King : Yea, but of what King, thou lying cqui- | 
uocating Spirit? whether into the hands of the ag- : 
#erſary King to be ſubdued,or of it owne King to be | 
reſcued and delivered ? This hee determines nor, | 


hab, and make him runne head-leng, vpon his ewne 


the Dinels equiuocating is not all-out ſo bad as the 
Teſuites : for hee confeſſerh his equiuocating to be 
plainelying; 1 will goe, ſaith he, and be a hing ſpirit 
in the mouthes of the Prophets. Hee was onely an 
equiuocating ſpirit intheir mouthes : for the words 
in ſome ſenſe, and as the Divell might interprete 
them, might be true, and yet hee grants that his 
words, though neuer ſo qualified with equiuoca- 
ting quirks, were no better then lyes. But the leſu- 
ites, not hauing ſo much as the Diuels ingenuity in 
them,ſticke not to iuſtifie their equinocations as iuft 
and lawfull . The wicked deceitfulneſſe whereof 
the Diuels practiſe, even of it ſelfe alope, without 


his confeſſion, is ſufficient ro diſcouer : for (beſides | 
the 
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biguous hovering manner, that which way focuer ) 


FP 


| 


| hee kepr with Chriſt himſelfe ; when ſhewing him | 
| onely the ſhadowes and imaginary repreſentations 


| events in the hands of God, To morrow thou and thy 
| /ornes ſhall be with mee,that is, ſhall dye. How came 
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the example already mentioned, and his daily pra- | 
Qiſe in his crooked Oracles among the Heathen : ) | 
Thus dealt hee atthe firſt with our ticſt Parents, tel- 


ling them that by cating the forbidden fruit, their | Geng, 5, illu- | 


eyes ſhould be opened, ani they ſhenld bee as Gods, 
knowing good and evill. Now the knowledge of cuill 
is two-told : 1. A pare and ſimple knowledge of it,' 
in it ſelfe. 2.A feeling and experimentall knowledge 
of it in our ſelues. The Divell indeede meant onely } 
this latter , poſſefling yer the mindes of Adam and | 
Ene with an apprehenſion, and expectation of the! 
former.Now if the Diuell ſhould haue been challen- 
ged for deceiving, had not his defence beene ready 
with this ſhield of equiuocation ; might he nor haue 
ſaid, euen that which Moſes hauing reference to this 


| his ſpeech, ſpeaketh, ver/. 7. why ? are not my words | 


true? are not your eyes now opened to ſee your er- 
rour, which before you ſaw not ? doe not you know 
your ſelues tobe naked, and fo haue nor you that 
knowledge of cuill which I promiſed, euen a know- 

ledge arifing out of your owne experience? and yet 
for all this, Paw for this fa cals him a coſener, and 
our Sauiour a murtherous lyer. This wont of his 


of things, hee ſaid, AU theſe will I gine thee, A 
great catch ſure, cucn iuſt nothing. Thus aiſo play- 
ed hee with Saul, taking vpon him tofore-tell future 


the diuelltobeof Gods counſel], that he can fo cer- 
tainly determine the end of any mans dayes, which 


4 are \ 


rated, 


2 Cor, 11,3. 
lohan 8, 44. 


Mar. 4. 9» 


1 Sam.23.1g, 
interpreted, 


- bf - 


| 
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| 24 | The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 
' arenumbred with God ? no, hee doth not define it 
certainely, but ſpeakes darkely and deceirfully : for 
The word [ts | [ {0 8rr0w] doth not onely {tgnific the ay ime di- 
mirew] how | ately following; but alſo the time to come indefinitely, 
Mach. 6.34, | andatlargezas in that of our Saujour Care no? for ro | 
——y i3-14. | yygrrow; and in thatof God, When thy ſorne ſhall aske | 
_ _ ay thee to morrow, What is this ? that is, hereaſter,in the 
qwerere, Hor, | time tO come; and inthat of the Poer, Srete wor what | 
T0 GHWtgk | [hall be to morrow, and 7 care onely for to day: who! 
{OL ANG 79 | bhmewes tO merrew ? Now indecde Saul didnot dye! 
_— "= | the next day after this conference, as will appeare 
© AT. |to the more diligent peruſer of the whole conrext 
of that Hiſtory : yet 5athas ſeeing ſome likelihoods 
of it,ventred {oto {peake,as ifche next day he ſhould 
haue dyed; but withall, becauſe hce was not ſure of 
it,he ſo tempered his ſpecch with the ambiguitic of 
the word, to 9orrow,that his credit might be ſaued, 
though $a#/had not dyedrill a yeere after. Thus we 
Tohn 8.44: | fee howthe Diuell, as he is the Father of lyes in gene- 
rall,ſoalſo ofthis more handſome and cleanly man- 
ner of lying, wherewith the deceitful] heart of man 
vſeth to diſſemble, and hide it ſhame. Not but that 
it aboundeth with varietie of dwers other ſuch 
like knackes and deviſes. For we ſechow Daxid could 
goe about to cloake his adulterie : firſt, by ſending 
for Yria4h home, and then commanding him to goe 
to his wife : ſecondly, when this tooke not, by ma- 
king him drunke,thinking wine would perſwade him 
| better then words :thirdly, whenneyther this would 
fadge, by murrhering of him, and marrying of his 
{ wife. Bur of all other ferches,none to this of the ar- 
| tificiall ze, diſguited by equinocation : all other lyes 
| are 
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borne; and this is moſt in requeſt with his Schol- 
ers atthis day, and therefore wee haue the longer 
inſiſted vpon it. And ſo muck for difhimulation of 
cuill, | 

' Diſſembling of good is, when wee conceale and 
ſmother that grace and conſcience which is in vs, 
being in ſuch places and companyes, where ſuch 
things may be preiudiciail vnto vs. Thus many 
Proteſtants, being in places of Idolatry, hononr the 
Mafle with their preſence. Thus many of the con- 
verted Corinthians , ouer-taken with the humane 
temptation, as Payl termeth ir, that is,a rempration 
ariſing from humanefrailey; tos much fearing men, 
gratified their Idolatrous acquaintance with their 
preſence at the.Idols feaſts. And ſo by an outward 
ſhew of Idolatrie, they did hide that inward hatred 
of [dolatry that the Lord had wrought in them. 
Thus alſo did Peter himſelfe, ouer-come with the 
ſame temptation, J#daize in the preſence of the 
lewes, conforming himſelfe to their Ceremonies, 
contrary to his owne, both knewledge, 47s 10. 15. 
| 28. and former practiſe, Gal. 2.12. And thns ſome 
profeſſors being in the company of the prophane, 
will not ſticke to game , to guſle, and ſweare with 


then that their language may not bewray them to 
be Galileaxs, or their countenance to be ſuch as 
thoſe which are geing vp to /ernſalew, O my bro- 
ther, what a ſhame is this for thee,t@ beaſhamed of 
that which is thy crowne, thy glory ? How vawor- 


| 


y— 
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| 
are the Divels brats, 7b» 8, 44. bur this is his firſt | 
| 


them: euery way fo carrying themſeues, that they, | 
ſeeme to care for nothing morein ſuch companies, | 


1 Cor.10.13, 
interpreted. 
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thy art thou of the Grace of God, whe offereR it, 
and ſo God himſfelfe fo vile an indignity ? If it be a | 
ſhame among men for a childe, though never ſo 
much aduanced aboue his poore Father, co bee a- 
ſhamed of him in regard of his meannes, whartthen | 
for vs ro be aſhamed of our heauenly Father, ſo full | 
of glory and maieſtie? If it were a ſhame for Darid 
to play the natural! foole, much more for a Chri- 
ſtian te play the prophane feole, to make ſhew of 
Difcimulation | wickeenefle. Surely yet of the two deceits, this is 
ofcuillis80%'0 | farre the worſe, to make men belecue wee are nor 
lationofgecod, | religious when wee are, then contrarily. True in- 
Prou,17.7> | deed; The lip of excellency doth net become a foole: it 
is naught when wicked men will be viing gracious 
ſpeech, to ſeeme religious: buz mach leſſe doth lying 
beſeeme a worthy man: it is farre worſe when good 
men will vſe the faſkion of the wicked. For. in the 
diſſembling of vice,and fayningof gedlines,though 
{ wee doe hurtto our felues,yet wee may doe good to 
| others by our example; cauſing them to doe that in 
truth, which our ſelues doe onely in hipocriſie. As 
oftentimes tage players, by faynedmourning,wring 
forth true teares out of the ſpeRators eyes. Bur in 
the difſembling of our grace,and makingſemblance | 
of wickednes,as we hurt our owne, ſo alſo the foules 
Nola joteftf of many others, fleſhing and hardning themſclues 
b 4/0 A »1iun | 12 finne, by our example. 
| quia per opera But here, haply, ſome will ſay, that it is impoſh- 
- 5p "8 | ble for any to faine himſelfe ro bee wicked; toral- 
| <vtem ojura ma- much as none can counterfeit wickedneſle by doing 


ia faciat, ma!us | that which is good : and hee that doth that which 
{e*, Tho.2.4.3.c 


qt z.4rt, n 


is cuill, is no counterfer, but a wicked man indeed, 
| anſm,| 
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Anſw.1. There are many indifferent ations in 
themſelues, which yet haue an appearance of euill, 
|by the doing whereofa man may faine wickedneſle. 
+ 2. In manyeuillaQtons there isa two-fold euill. 
[Firft, the cuill it ſelfe that is done : Secondly, the 
 cuilithar is ſignified by that which is done. As in 
| Joſephs ſwearing by the life of Pharaoh, in Peters Tu- 
daizing, in Icheſhaphats ioyning with 4hab in affini- 
tic, and ſocietie of warre : beſides the euill of the 
aQions themſclues, there isa further evill fignified, 
namely,that Jsſeph is as prophane as the e£grprians, 
Jeheſhaphat as idolatrous as Ahab,Peter as ſuperſtiti= 
ous as any of the ewes. Now, howſocuer they that 
doe cuill are indeedecuill in regard of the firftkinde 
of cuill,yetnot in regard of the ſecond. VVhena pro- 
feffor weares long hayre, he doth cuill, but yet hee 
is not euill in that kinde of wickednefle, which this 
action ſeemes to import , For to weare long hayre 
is commonly a-badge of a royſter, or ruffian, yet 
the profeſſor is not ſuch a one indeede. And there- 
fore he makes ſhew of that euill to be in him, which 
indeed is not. For, as a man may belye himſelfe in 
words, as he that told Dazid hee had fſlaine Sawl, 
when indeede hee had not; fo alſo in his deedes, 
which alſo have their language. And this is, when 
wee doe ſome leſſer evill, that carries with it a foule 
note, and ſhrewd ſuſpition of a greater euill, of rhe 
whichyet we are innocent. If 2s/eph with his mourh 
| | ſhould haue ſaid, I care for the true Godas little as 
thee £2iptians,who ſceth not, but that hee ſhould 
haue fayned that wickedneſle to be in himſelfe, 


which in truth was not? Now, by ſwearing by Pha- | 
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reobs life, in effe& hee ſaid as much. - 
2. Simulation. | Theſe be the deccits of DiſSiy-nlstion:T he deceit 
of S:mulation is ſpecially that, whereby men make 
ſhew of that grace and godlineſſe which eyther they 
__ net at all, or clſe net in that meaſure they 
make ſhew of, being ſpecially ſwayed with the ſini- 
ſter reſpeRts of gaine and glory. To make ſhew of 
more gracethen indeede is, may be incidenttothe 
godly : but to make ſhew of grace whenthere is not 
any at all, no not ſo much as the leaſtliking of ir, | 
this is peculiar to the wicked. VWirch whom that 
miſchieuous Mechiavilian precept ſo much preuay- 
Machiavels | lethz That Vertue it ſeife ſhowld not be ſonght after, but 
Ic, oncly the apparance; becauſe the credit is a belpe,the w/e 
a cumber,\Nhereforeas 7«kob, to ger {ſacks bleſling, 
put on E/axes cloathes ; fo doe theſe hypocrites, to 
get the bleſſing and praiſe of men, in owward ha- 
bite apparel! themſelues Jike Chriſtians. And as 
Jakob thereby deceived 1/ack, ſo doe theſe eften- 
times, the moſt judicious Chriſtians ; like as the 
figge-tree with her leaues deceived Chbyiff, and as 
the empty boxes in Apothecaries ſhops, with their 
faire titles written vpen _ , deceine the igno- 
| rant commers in. Though thcir hearts be baſe, and 
| vile earthen pors, yet they muſt be ouer-laid with 
the filuer drofle of glozing , and glorious words.. 
Thus hypocrites ſpeake nor out of, but contrary to 
the abundance of their hearts. VVhen their lips, 
like good mens ſcatter knowledge, their hearts at 
the lame time, naughtineſle. They know them- 
Prou, 2.3, | ſeluesrohaue Lyons tceth,and yet womens haire muſt 
Reuel.9.8. | onzto be Wolwes, and yet the facepes cloathing muſt) 
| on 
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on,to be dragons,and yet the lambes hornes muſt on; 
and chat as once among the lewes many rude vn- 
lettered, and vnnurtered ruſtickes wore the rough 
garment of the Prophets; namely, zo deceiue. Some 
Painters haue had ſuch a gift in the liuely expreſ- 
ling of the formes of Birds and other Beaſts , thae | 
true Birds and living Beaſts haue beene decciucd in | 


Ezech. 13, 4. 


eaking them {or their mates. But the hypocriteputs | 


downe the Painter : for by his giozing and gliſte-| 


ring ſhewes, in ail outward workes hee doth ſo per-' 


fetly reſemble the true Chriſtian, thar hee decei- 
ueth not, as the Painter, filly birds, bur reaſonable 
menz yea, learned and experienced Chriftians. 
Whence it commeth to pafle , that as the Horſe 
neighed at the piure of a Horſe,as if ithad beenea 
true horfe,and as the Calfc in the Epigramime, went 
toſucke the teares of a painted Cowe; ſo cuen ſome- 
time the wiſeſt Chriſtians, alike decciued with the 
counterfeits imbrace and entertaine them as their 


) 


 fellowes, thinking to ſucke ſome ſweetneſle of grace 


| out of them: for as the e/£giptian luglers outwards 


ly repreſented Avſes miracles, and fo deceived Pha- 
rah : ſo doehypocrites the pietic and zeale of Chri- 
ſtians, and thereby vlcare the eyes of the godly. 
Nay, ofcentimes, as falſe gold in gliſtering goes be- 
yond true, and once their hired mourners in la- 
mentation, beyond the deceaſed parties owne 
friends, and fawning flatterers in. outward com- 
plements of friendſhip, beyond true friends them- 
ſelues; ſo may hypocrites in outward workes ſecme 
to carry it away from thefoundeſt Chriſtians, Hy- 
pocrifie though it be but the Ape of Chriſtianirie, 


Alian, 


Hypocrites 
outwardly may 
goe as farre (if 
not further) 
then the bett 
Chriſtians. 

Vt qui condu(t 
in funere plorant, 
dicunt & faci- 
wunt prope plurg 
dolentibus ex 
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Adulatis quam 
ſmilis eſt amici. 
tie ? non imita- 
tur tantum ile 
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le propoundeth it onely for outward imitation; 


yet here, for all thatthe #mitationexceedeth in ſome 
points the ſample, the picture,the patterne.ls thetrue 
Chriſtian hor in prayer? he will ſweat: Is he ſomething 
more ſorrowfall ? he will weepe and blubber. In prea- 
ching cryes he? he will roare. In hearing doth he but 
lifr vp his hand ? hee will lift vp his voyce. Doth hee 
bur ſigh ſoftly ? he will cry out 4 maine. Doth hee run? 
Luke 18, he will gallop. Doth the true-hearted Pablicane looke 
with .his eyes on the ground ? the hypocriticall 
Eſay,58. lewes will hang downe their heads like Bul-ruſhes, 
when yet their hearts ſtand vpright enough. Doth |_ 
Timothy weaken his contlicution by abſtinence ? 
| Mat.6. the Phariſce will nener giue ouer till his complexi- 
&&v:7501-- \on be wholy withered and wanzed  Doth Paal 
x Cor.g. 28, |corre& his body with milder correRion, as it were 
vT@TI%% | a blow on the cheeke ? the Jeſuite will martyr his 
T9 0wu, |fjdes with his ſcuerer diſcipline of Scorpions : whis 
ther will notpride and vaine-glory ſpur onthe hypo- 
crite ? Gods glory carryes the ſincere Chriſtian no 
further then to mar/yrdome. There is the higheft 
pitch of outward workes, performeable by a Chri- 
Hypocrites |ſtian, and yet vaine-g!ory drives the hypocrite thi-. 
may ſufftr  |theralſo. As Saint Auſten notably ſhewes, writing 
> 25008 'vpon thoſe words of the P/almiſt; Then knoweſt the 
Quid eſt muit | ſecrets of the beart: Thit for thy ſake we are ſlaine con-' 
5c |* rinnally, What meanes this (faith the learned Fa- 

© ther) hee knoweth the ſecrets of eur hearts ?what 

© be theſe ſecrets ? Surely theſe, that for thy ſake 

\<wee are flaine all the day long, Thou and I may 

* ſee a man to be ſſaine : but why hee isſlaine thou 

j* canft not tell. This God knowes : it is hidden 


from | 
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« from vs, euea in the very Catholique Church : 
« Thinke yee there neuer were any Catholiques, or 
& that now there may not bez ſome, that would 


| & ſuffer onely for the praiſe of men ? If there were 
| 


« not ſuch kinde of men, the Apoſtle would nor 


' & haue ſaid, Though | give my body to be burned, 
|< and haue not charity, I am nothing. There may 
| be ſome therefore that may doe this, rather in the 


vanity of boaſting, then in the lincerity of loue. | 


So farre Auſten, Whereby it may calily appeare 
how ſtrange are the feates and faynings of mans 
deceirfull heart. Iugglers delufions are more ca(- 
lic eſpiable then theſe of a falſe and fayning hearr. 
Hence it is that in Scripture hypocrilie is compa- 
red to leayen,which our eyes cannot diſtinguiſh from 
dowe by the colour ; but onely our palate by the zaf. 
Our hands are more competent iudges for theſe de- 
ceiuers, then our cares; which will ſoone bee be- 
witched with their goodly , and glorious words.But 


let vs begin to handle them bur alittle, and preſent- 
ly we ſhall feeleſuch a roughnelle, ſuch a thornines, 
that wee may truely ſay , The voyce of 1acob, but the 
hanas of Eſan. 

And thus much briefly for the firſt branch of this 
doctrine of rhe hearts deceittulnefſe. The vie where- 
of is two-fold. | 

Firſt, to teach vs wiſedome and warineſſe in gi- 
uing entertainment in our hearts to others ;z that 
wee doe not preſently ſet open the doores to ler in 
all. No, though they bee ſuch as come commen- 
ded vntovs, with all the grace that outward ſhowes 
can lend them. Otherwiſe, if weebe negligent here- 
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Rom. 186. 18, 
2 Pet. z, 


Colol:. 2. 


Mat. 7% 16, 
interpreted, 


WM 


in, as once the Patriarkes by their readineſſe to hoſ- | 
pitalicie, inſtead of men receiued holy Angels; (o 
we contrarily, by our readineſle to belecue, making 
our hearts common [nnes for cuery one to lodge 
in, inſtead of holy Angels, may quickly receiuethe 
foule and filchy Fiends : for falſe Prophets them- 
ſclues, as Chriſt tels vs, come #» ſherpes cloathing,and 


| ued before-handwhat to doe, and did but diſſemble 


{ nary humilitic and morrification? or what auſteritie 


ſo the Diucll himſelfe :ransfioured into an Angell of 
light, How humbly did thote caprains preſent them- 
ſelucsbefore /eremy,deiiring his praier,his counſell, 
and promiſing obedience? and yet they had refol- 


in their hearts, in their ſo religious a ſhew of com« 
ming to the Prophet. How eaſily may good Jlere- 
mes be deceived with ſuch fayre ſhowes? In the A+ 
poftles times did not the falſe Seducers,which ſer- 
ued not the Lord Zeſ#5, but their owne bellyes, yet 
with fayre and flattering ſpeech deceiue the hearts | 
of the firaple,and make marchandiſc of their ſoules? 
Did they not make great ſhewes of more then ordi- 


is there among the Papiſts, or what zeale in wooing 
and winning of Proſelices, with which that of the 
Phariſees may not compare ,? Try wee then the 
Spirits before wee truftthem : for though men may 
| compoſe their faces and faſhions to neuer ſo great 

ſhowes of pietic, yer for all that /eaven abominations | 
may lye couched in their deccitfull hearts: And 
therefore when eur Saviour tels vs, that by their 
fruits we ſhall know falſe Prophets, hee meaneth nor 
| ſo much the fruits of their lines, which in outward 
appearance,and in the iudgementof men, may beas 
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good, as the true Prophets 3 ( for they come in 
(hcepes cloathing) as of their dotrine: That wee 


muſt heede ſpecially,tryingirt by the word, and nor | 


be carryed away with the pompous oftentation,ey- 
ther of their words or workes. 

So alſo among our ſelues, we muſt not preſently 
reach forth the right hand of fellowthip co euery 
onethat beginneth to cry, Lord, Lora; but firſt wee | 
muſt weigh them in the ballance of the SanAuary, 
troſee whether they be currant metcall or no. hues 
queſtion is fit for all good Chriſtians to propound 
to ſuch as /ehs was, before they admit them into | 
their ſocietie, /s rby heart wprizht ? As Chriſt would 
nottruftſomethat ſeemed co truſt him, becauſe hee 
knew them well enough; ſo neyther ſhould wee, be- 
cauſe wee doe not know them. See how ſcrupulous 


. | the Chriſtians were at firſt, co receiue S. Paul into 


——C—CGCR———— 


their company,whichwas not ſomuch daincy nicenes 
as .iuſt cautelouſneſſe, whereto the deceirfulneſle of 
mans heart doth neceſlari'y vrge vs. It is nor good 


indeed to wrong any man with growndleſſe ſuſpicions, | 


ſo neyther is it good to wrong our ſelues with over 
eaſie credulitie. The ſame ſpiric thar ſaith Charztie 
beleeueth all things, ſaith alſo, that a feole beleeueth all 
things. And charitie is no foole : as itis not eaſily ſu- 
ſpicious, lo neyther lightly credulous. 

Secondly, we muſt all rake noticeof this corrup- 
tion of our hearts, whereby we areready to deceiue 
our brethren , what by feroning, whar by difſem- 
"ling. As Saint Jehy ſpeaketh of finne in generall,ſo 
I of this particular; If weeſay wee hauc no decenful- 


nefle of heart, wee decciue our ſelues,&c. Vee are || 
D ready 


2 King.10. 15. 
lohn 2, 


AQts 9. 
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ready to take noriceof this in others, and we may | 
hearc foule mouthed perſons calling the aſperſion 
of hypocrifie vpon ſuch as defecue it farre lefſe chen 
themicſues. For theſe- carnall and /oofe Goſpellers, 
they, of all others, are the groſleſt hypocrices, that 
in their outward protefſion they make inthe pub- | 
Pſal. 50. 5. 17. | lique worſhip of God, haue «forme of godlinefſe, but 
| 18. 19. indecd haue denied the power thereof, being reprobate 
to euery good worke, that by making coucnanc with 
Godinfacrifice, ſceme to be Saints,yet by breaking 
couenant in their {landers, thefts, adulceries, ſhew | 
themſelues to be Diuels ; and therefore as the Di- | 
| uellinthe Goſpell was commanded ſilence, when 
| he beganto take the name of leſus into his mouth, 
Pal. 50.16. | ſo alfotheſc, What baſt thou to doe to take my name in- | 
to thy mouth. And yet theſe hypocrites,that can 
not ſee the huge beame of hypocriſie in their owne 
eye, muſt necds be ramperiag with the little mote 
in cheir brechrens. O that once we couldlearneto 
leaue this prying intoothers , & turneoureyes vp- 
on onr ſelues ; for the Prophet here ſaith, The heart 
nor of thiskinde of men,or that, but in generall cha- 
lenging vsall, The heart & deccitfull.Eyriier then de- 
ny thy ſelfe to be a man, or confefle thy deceitful- 
Hypocritaram | nefſe.* And indeede whoſe heart is there that can 
Z —_ plead guiltleſſe? who-can with goodconſcience be. 
| commaut wl- | fore Godstribunall.ſay ; Iam not fowred with this 
| (rum Avg. de | leauen? Nays how trueis Salowons complaint, Every 
to | ran boaſleth of his owne goodnts, but who ſhall finde 
i, 14 fatthful mamas thatoene particularoet liberality, 
|{o in the: generall of-Chriitianicie, thacperfornicth | 
full outas much:in'iworkes}a&hemaketh: fliewof in | 
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words : Such a one is a blacke ſwan, an odde man, 
| ſcarce one of a thouſand,co be wondred at with our 
| Sauiours Ecce, Behold a true 1ſracite 6. How ma- 
iny couers and curtaines hath* cuery ones heart 
drawne beforeit to hide it ſelfe ? Theeyes, the fore- 
head, the countenance lye often, the tongue how 
often? who can ſay of all that cuer hee hath written, | 
chat S. Panlof his Epiſtles to the Corinth: Wee write | 
no other things then thoſe yos read? thatis,thatwhich | 
you read written, is indeede written, as well in our 
hearts, as in this paper; and lo of his ſpeeches, and 
countenance ; | ſpeake no other things then rlioſe | 
you heare, [ haue no other face then that you ſce ; 
which as the painted ſtrumpet cannot ſay,ſo neither 
can the guilefull diſſembler, chat painterh ouer his 
malicious and dogged countenance with laughter, | 
and ſweet ſinilings,and ſuchlike ſemblance of tayre 
and louely lookes. Ranſacke we therefore our owne 
| hearts, and finding any of the vizours of deceitful- 
'neſſe,ler vs take them off by repentance. This is the 
beſt vncaſing of the hypocrite; namely, when hee 
! ſhall vacaſe himſelfe: not when God ſhall vncaſe } 
himby indging him; bur when heeſhall vacaſe him- | 
ſelfe by iudging and humbling himſelfe : not when |} 
God ſhall docit by condenmation, but himſelfe by re- | 
formation: not when God thali waſh out thy pain- | 
tings with the daſhing tempeſts of his iudgement, 
bur when thy ſelfe thalt waſh them. out with the | 


ing angry wirh thy ſelfe for former deceit, and| 
| now-turning ſhowes into ſubſtance, ſhadowes into 


ſweet dewe of thy repenting and weeping eyes, be- 


truth,a double heart and cloucn tongue, intoa heart | 
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=D - CEny, 
ready to take noriceof this in others, and we may | 
heare foule mouthed perſons cating the aſperſion | 
of hypocrifte vpon ſuch as deferue it farre lefſe then. 
themiclues. For theſe: carnall and loofe Goſpellers, | 
they, of all others, are the groſleſt hypocrites, that 
in their outward proteſſion they make in the pub» 
Pal. 50. 5. 17. |lique worſhip of God, have aformee of godlineſſe, but. 
| 18. 19. indecd haue denied the power thereof, being reprobate. 
| to eweryo9004 worke, that by making coucnanc with 
Godinſacrifice, ſeeme to be Saints,yet by breaking 
couenant in their {landers, thefts, adulceries, ſhew , 
themſelues to be Diuels ; and therefore as the Di- 
| uellin the Goſpell was commanded ſilence, when 
he beganto take the name of leſus into his mouth, 
Pal. 50.16. | ſo alfotheſc, What baſt thou tos doe to take my name in- 
to thy mouth &tc. And yet theſe hypocrices,that can 
not ſee the huge beame of hypecriſie in their owne 
eye, muſt needs be rampering with the little mote 
in-cheir brethrens. O that once we could learne to 
leaue this prying intoothers , & turneoureyes vp- | 
on our ſelues ; for the Prophet here ſaith, The hear? 
nor of thiskinde of men,or that, but in generall cha- 
tenging vs all, The hears i deceitful .Eyrher then de- 
[ny thy ſelfe to be a man, or confeſle thy deceitful- 
Hypocritaram | nefſe. And indeede whoſe heart is there that can 
— plead guiltleſſe? who-can with goodconſcience be. 
comm aut wl- | fore Gods tribunall ſay z 1am not ſowred with this 
COS d |leauen? Nay, how trueis Salomons complaint, Every 
Fre | man beaſleth of his owne goodnts, but who ſhall finde 
i; 14 faithful mamas thatene partieularot lberality, 
|ſoin the- generall of-Chriſtianicie, that petformeth. 
full outas niuch:inworkes;a&hemaktth: (ewof in | 
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words : Such a one is a blacke ſwan, an odde man, 
ſcarce one of a thouſand,co be wondred at with our 
Sauiours Ecce, Behold aitrue Iſraelites. How ma- 
ny couers and curtaines hatiz cuery ones heart 
drawne beforeir to hide it felfe 2 Theeyes, the fore- 
head, the countenance lye often, the tongue how 
often? who can ſay of all that cuer hee hath written, 
chat S.Panlof his Epilttes to the Corinth: Wee write 
no other things then thoſe yos read? that is,thatwhich 
you read written, is indeede written, as well in our 
hearts, as in this paper; and ſo of his ſpeeches, and 
countenance ; | ſpeake no other things then thoſe 
you heare, | haueno other face then that you ſce ; 
which as the painted ſtrumpet cannot ſay,ſo neither 
can the guilefull diſſembler, that painteth ouer his 
malicious and dogged countenance with laughter, 
and ſweet ſinilings, and ſuchlike ſemblance of tayre 
and louely lookes. Ranſacke we therefore our owne 
hearts, and finding any of the vizours of deceitful- 
' neſſe,let vs take them off by repentance. This is the 
beſt vncaſing of the hypocrite; namely, when hee 
| ſhall vncaſe himſelfe: not when God ſhall vncaſe 
himby iudging him; bur when heeſhall vacaſe him- 
ſelte by indging and humbling himſelfe: not when 


formation; not when God thali waſh out thy pain- 
tings with the daſhing tempeſts of his iudgement, 
but when thy felfe thalt waſh them. out with the 
ſweet dewe of thy repenting and weeping eyes, be- 


now turning ſhowes into ſubſtance, ſhadowes into, 
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God ſhall docit by condemmation, but himlelfe by re- | 


ing angry with thy felfe for former deceit, and 


truth,a double heart andcloucn tongue, intoa _ 
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thee, (for certainly every fly pgevire muſt 
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of ſimplicitic, and lips of ſinceritie. Polus an ator on | 


the Stage, inthe repreſentation of gricte, remems | 
bring rhe death of his owne {onneytell trom his per-| 
{onare fained mourning toweeping in good earneft, | 
and tocry out amainenn the bitterneſle of his ſpirit: ! 
{o ſhou!deſt thou, who hitherto, as an aQtr on the ' 
Srape, onely to pleaſe men,haſt made ſemblanceof 
repentance, fall from thy tiions to repent ſeriouſ- 

ly and in good ſadnefſe. But alas, how many of vs 

doe quite contrary to that of Polns ? for hee per- 
formed the truth of that, whereof onely the im1tari- 
#0n and reſemblance was expeQed;we onely the ſem- 
blance of that, whereof the very :ruth ir lelte is ex- 

peed. He wept indeed, when hee was thought one- 
ly to counterteit: we counterfeit griefe, when we are, 
at leaſt would be thought to grieve indeede. Bur it 
(hall be beſt for vs ro imitate him,and inthe middeſt 
of our hi/tr1oncall and hypocrrticall repentance, to 
rurnetothetruepraCtiſe of repentance, plucking off 
our vizours, and making our owne faces as fayre as 

our v1zours, It is fearefull which ſometimes is repor- 
ted to haue fallen out, when ameng a company of 

counterfeit Diuels on the Stage,the true Diucll ſhall 

come in,andchaſe away theſe fained: bur it is com- 

tortable, when among the company of many pain- 

red and gilded graces, the truth of grace it ſelte ar 

length commeth, cauſing all thoie ſhowes to goe 

away, as the body the ſhadow, 

Thus, if thine owne hand ſhall vnmaske thee, it 
ſhall be for thy credit and comfort; if not, but thou 
wilt rather ſtay till Gods hand come to vnmaske 
be vn- 
masked 
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masked cyther by God or himſelfe ; O happy hee 
that by doing it himſelfe, gyn ſfauc both God a la- 
bour,and himſelfepaine! Thou ſhalt finde how feare- 


fall a thing it is to fall into the hands of God, which; 


ſhall plucke thy maske from thy face, and thy head 
from thy body, both at once; he will vauizour and 
vncolour thee thou coloured hypocrite, he wil ſtrike 
thee thou painted wall,tothy ſhame and confuſion; 
it may be in this life, by giving thee ouer into the 
hands of Sathan, and the power of his temprations, 
that thou ſhouldeſt fall into Apoſtacie, and with 
Demas, imbrace the preſent world. For \uch'/as pro- 
feſſe onely in hypocriſie, and together with their 
oucward profeſſion of the truth, receive not inward- 


ly the loue of the truth, vnto ſnch the Lord ſhall 


ſend the efficacie of errour, that they ſhould beleene 
tyes. But if, inthis life, God thus derect not thine 
aſſes eares vnder thy Lyons skinne, aſſuredly hee will 


doe it throughly in the life ro come, at the laſt | 
day, when hee ſhall ſirip thee ſtarke naked of all} 


thy cloakes of craftineſſe, wherewith thou veiled 
thy ſhame here, and prefent thee before 

_ that generall aſſembly, as it were | 

on the Stage, a laughing 


ſtocke to Men and | 


Angels, 
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2 Tim, 4+ 


2 Theſ. 3. 


The deceirfulneſſe of mans heart. 


2 Part of barts 
deceitfulncfle, 
ſelfe-deceit, 
which is, 


T we. fold. 


1 In the minde 
and afteions 
ioyntly,ſhews 
ing it ſeife in 
fourec things : 
t. In indging, 


1» Of our per- 
ſons : whcre 
three deceits, 
t Deccit is, 
That wee are 
notſoill as we 
arczeythcrin 
regard of the 
rime:; 


KY 
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| | 
Of the aeceit whereby we indpe our ſelues not to be | 
ſo euill, as inaced we ave. | 

| 


V E have briefely runne ouer the former part 

of the hearts deceittulneſle, whereby it de-| 
celueth others, not it /cife, wich the ſeucrall parcels 
thereof: now we come to the ſecond part of deceit- 
 fulneſſe, and that tarre more deepe and dangerous 
then the former; namely, that which wee may call 
| ſeife-deceir,whereby we deceivecuen onur ſelues,ſome- 
| times together with, ſometimes againe without de- 
| cciuing others beſides. | 

This deceitfulnefſe may be conſidered eyther in 
| the mindeor affeQions ioy2th together, or inthe at- 
 feQions ſeperately, and by themſelues. £7 
| The former deceirfulneſſe ſhewes it ſelfe ſpecial- 
 Iy in fourethings : 1.in iudging: 2.in perſwadting: 3.in 
promiſme : 4. in practiſing. For the firſt, which is in 
iudging, though it may ſceme that indgement þe- 
longs properly to the minde, yet becauſe here the 
affeQtions interpoſe themſelues, and the erroneous 
iudgement of the mindecommonly receiuerh it rin- | 
| ure fromthe affections, I doe therefore equally in- 
| tereſt both the inde and affed7ions in this firſt de» 
| ceit, Now the deceit of the heart in wdging, 1s ey- 
ther in judging of our perſons, or of our 477ions, 

In judging of our perſons there are ſpecially three 
acceits; whereof the firft is, when wethinke, through | 
pride and ignorance, thatwee are not ſo bad, 


as in 


[ 


eruth | 


hy —— 
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eruch we are. And this deceit is not onely in regard 
of thar wee judge of our ſelues for the time pre/ert, 
but alſo paſt, and to come. 

For the time preſenr, how many are there groſe-| 
ly tainted with many horrible finnes, which yet in 
no caſe they will he brought to ſee or acknowledge, ! 
nay, ſo far are they blinded through /e/fe-loxe, and | 
ſeife-deceit, that they will bee at daggers drawing 
with any that ſhall offer to lay ſuch matters to heir 


pell, that hee is not v#uſt, nor an exrortioner, hee 
thoughthimſelfe freeenough from thoſe {innes,and 
yet our Sauiour, who could not be dececiued, faſte- 
neth'this imputation vpon that whole 7ribe, that | 
howſocuer the outſide of the cup and platter were 
very exquiſitely mundified, yet the inſide was full 
of ranenings and wickednrfſe, Wherevpon he cxhor- 
reth them by Almes to make cleane thoſe diſhes, 
which even ſwimmed with bloud, in regard the 


| 


| am poextortioner,no vniuſt perſon : Nay, outof thine 
| owne mouth ſhalt thou bee indged, thou deceirfull 


devouring of widdowes houfes through colour of 
long prayers; by teaching children euen to ſtarne 
their owne parents; to cffer-tothe Altar, that is-in- 
deede,to their paunches and purſes. VVas not rhis 
vninſtice and cxtortion ? and yet becauſe it was | 
ſomething moreclcanly carried, and not ſo grofle, 
and apparant as that of the Publicanes, or common 


| theeues,therefore he blefſeth himſelfe in a ſuppoſed | 


freedomefrom that finne, and triumpheth, ſaying, 7 


meates in them were gotten by cujll meanes, as by | 


-Pariſce-:*' That ſhall-caft thee, for when afcer thou 
TE D 4 


} 


ſayeſt, 


1, Preſent, 


charge. ThePhariſeecackles and crakes in the Gol- | Luke 18.11, 


Luke x 3.39. 
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ſayit, wor as this public; is not this ſhamefull inju- 
| ftice for thee to zudege another mans ſeruant,that ſtan- 
deth or falleth to his owne maſter £ And when after | 
ward thou glorieft in thine owne vertues, of faſting | 
and paying of tythes,as though by rheſe chings thou | 
hadit deferucd to be kept by God, from breaking | 
our into the ſcandals of adulterie and extortion, 
art not thou an extortioner in the higkeſt degree, 

{ that goeſt about co extort and wring from God. 
himlelfe his moſt pretious treaſure, his glory,which 
hee will nor giue to another ?T hus many, with the 
Phariſec, thinke themſelues innocent enough of 
theft, and ſuch like crimes, and will with they could | 
no more be touched with other ſinnes, when in-' 
deede they haue their hands very deepe in theſe. 
| cranſgrefſions; vſually robbing their brethren of 


their good name,which being abouefiluer and gold, 
' the theft thereot muſt needes,proportionably,be a+ | 
| bouerhe theft of filuer and gold, which is puniſhed” 


| with the gallowes; pay, robbing God himfelfe of | 
his worſhip; of his Sabbaih, the time, and of his 
Tithesghe props of his worſhip. VVhat a mockery is 
ic then for thee to talke of paying man his dues, 
when thou denyeſt God his? Or is it theft to rob 
thy fellow ſubie& , and not to rob thy King, and 
Soueraigne ? So againe, we may heare others purge 
themſelues of conetouſneſle, as though they were 
not atall giuen that way, onely vpon this. ground, 
becauſe they are no miching and ſcraping nig- 
gards, bur rather waſltfull me riotous prodigals, 
Not conſidering that their prodigality cannot bee 
vpheld, but by couctouſneſle, in ſeeking for more 

then 
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then God hath alorted, and that by vagodly and 
|vnjultpractiſes, So others free themſelues of pride, 
| onely becauſe they exceed not in their apparrel], as 
| others, when yet inwardly they are ſwollen wich 
| ſelfe-conceit, and no men- thinke better of them- 
 ſelues, then they doe. - Our ruffling and ſwaſhing 
cutters, with whom a word and a blew, a lyeand a 
fabbe,thinke themſelues of an herozcall fpirit,and in 
no hand would indure the imputation of Puſillant- 
mitie, of baſeneſſe of minde and cowardize. Yet 
the truth is, they are moſt baſe, and vile cowards, 
flauiſkly yeelding to their owne vile affeRions , 
which to ouercome,and by repentance to be reuen- 
ged of, is a farre greater argument of a noble and 
generous ſpirit,thento purſue ſo egerly the reuenge 
of euery petty iniury, which the Apoſtle diſgra- 
ceth by a word that ſignificth infirmitie, and of of 
victory. If it were true valour', why ſhould not 
they be as hazardous of their eſtates and liues, for 
Chriſts ſake and the Goſpeil, when occaſion re- 
i Quires? Butthen none ſo faint-hearted and daſtard- 
ly as they. Infinite were it to follow all the parti- 
 cularities, whereby this deceit might be exempli- 
fied. Of all others this is the moſt generall branch 
thereot, when men thinke they haue nor fuch and 
{ſuch corruptions, becauſe they: feele not the 
powerfull operation of them, by reafon of Gods re- 
ſtrayning hand . Many naturall men there are 
whom God neuer renewed by his grace, in whom 
yet hee ſo moderateth and bridleth many corrup- 
rions, as pride, Juſt, crueſtie, &c, thar they breake 
not forth. Hence ſuch men: deceirfully- imagine 
that 


{ 


| 
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' thatthey are framed of ſome purer molde,and are | | 
| of a better nature and diſpoſition, free altogether | | 
from ſuch corcuptions, becauſe freefromtheannoy- | 
ance'of them. As though a Lyon were no Lyon, | 
when fettered thathee cannot rampe ; or a Theefe | 
notheefe,when manacledthat hee cannot ſtcale; or | 
the ſtone no ſtone, when ſo bedded in the bladder | 
that ir cannot greatly vexe. Leaſt therefore wee de-! 
ceiue our ſelues in this;poynt, it ſtandeth vs in hand | 
diligently ro examine whether the re/7 and filrxce of 
ourcorruption be fromthereſtrainingor the renew- 
|#ng ſpirit, fromthe grace of God ſuppreſsing it, or op- 
| preſſing it, from want ot a winde diſpoſed, or ofan oce 
|caſion to be propoſed tor the. growing forth of the 
corruption ? 

As thus we are deceiued in iud ging of our {clues 
forthetime preſent,ſo alſopaſt, and to come: forthe 
time paſt, we haue an cxample.in.the Phariſees, that 
laid, if they had Lucd in the dayes of their Fathers, 
they wouldnot haue murthered the Prophets, when 
| yet their bloudy perſecution of Chri/f,that taught 
no other doEtine then that which the Prophers of 
old had done, might ſufficiently diſcouer the decceit- | 
fulneſle oftheir kearts inthis kinde. Thus what wic- 
ked miſcreant is there, that will not be ready to cry 
out vpon the high Prieſts,theIewes,and trechkerous | 
Teaas, with thereſt, that had their hands in Chriſts 
bloud, and as for them, if they had thenliued, they 
would have taken Chriſis part againſithe Jewes,and 
ſo Hooper and. Bradferds part againſt Boyner and 
Gardener? A likely matter, they now make ſo much 

of thoſgt in yhom Me and zeale of thoſe holy 
Lt martyres! 


[ 
[ 
| 
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martyres is reuiued, Afluredly, he:that now vnder 
the Goſpel,ſhewerh a {pitcfull and malicious minde 
co a goodand holy Chriſtian, well may hee deceive 
kimfelfe, hee (hall never deceine mee lo farre, as to 
make me thinke otherwiſe, then that if he hadliued 
in holy Hoopers daves, he would haue beene ready, 


| with the forwardeſt, to haue carryed a faggottohis 


ſtake; yea, it he had livedin Chriſts dayes, hewould 
haue bcene ready to haue driuen-in the firſt nayle 
into his body. Certainly, an Herod and Herodjas to 


| 7ohn Baptiſt, would haue beenean Ahab and Nezabell 


co Elias. And yetl makeno queſtion, but if one had 
asked eyther Herod or Herodias what they thought 
of 4habs and Jezabels dealings toward Elias, and 
what they would haue done in like caſc,] doubt not 


I ſay, butthey would have condemned them to the. 


very pitof hell, and made many goodly proteſtati- 
ons, that if they had then liued, they would haue 
done farre otherwiſe: But in aſmuchas they didthe 


ſamethingsto anew E/ias, the Baptiſt, that came in | 


the ſpirit and power of Elias: it was thereby euident 
what they would haue done to the olde Elias. + 
Laſtly, we deceive our ſelues in regard ofthetime 
fo come, when we willnottakethat noticeofour cor- 
ruption,as to thinke weare in danger of falling here- 
after into-thoſe proſe and fcandalous: ſinnes which 
hitherto wehaue auoyaed: thus many wiilnor ſlicke 


Thraſonically to boaſt,thar if-Popery and perſecution | 


of the truth ſhould againe reenter, vet they wonld 


never{hrinks. But anorable'exathplefor this porpoſe | 
is that of Peter, who had4o openedhs cares to the | 
agen of his owne deccitfull/91d Iying-heatt, that | 

hee ) 
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hee could not belecue Chriſt himſelfe, the God of 
ruth, forewarning him of his three-fold denyall;hee 
could not be perlwaded there was ſo much wicked- 
nes in his heart. So Hazael when the Prophet tolde 
him he ſhould crueily rip vp the women with childe, 
and daſh their children againſtthe ſtones,as thinking 
; better of himſelfe,then that euer hee ſhould breake 
forth into ſuch outrage, anſwered,not without ſome 
indignation,lhat am 1 a Doz ? Yea, that thouart Ha- 
zacl; & {o naturally are ail cheſons of 44am,in their 
{ vicious qualities worſe then dogs, beares,tigers.And | 
thus, it our owne barts deceiue vs not, ſhall we ijudve 
of our ſelues, that their is no ſinne ſo odious vnto 
which of our ſclues weare not ſufficiently inclinable. 
For originall ſinne,in which we are all bred and borne, 
containeth in it ſclie the /ee#'s of all finnes,that feare- 
full fin againſt the holy Ghoit it ſeife not excepted. 
And therefore by reaſon of this ſo corrupt & rotten 
anature,we haue a diſpolition,cuenthe belt of vs, to 
the vileſt and moſt loathſome fins. One would haue. 
thought thatthe Diſciples in regard of their educa- 
tion and nueture, both vnder their Parents, in honeſt 
and frugall trades, and vnder our Sawior,in holy & 
ſpirituall learning, ſhonld haue bin far enough from 
ſarfetting and drankennes,the ins. of ſwargerers, and 
| not ef ſober,civill men,much leſſe godly & zealous | 
' Miniſters. And yet vnto them our Sau/#r addre(- 

Luke 21.34. | ſeth this admonition,Take heede vnto your /elues that | 
| your hearts be not made heany with ſurfetting and 

| druukenneſſe.For they had in them the common poi- ' 

| ſon of nature,& ſo werg obnoxiouscuen tothe moſt 
| {hametull and reproachfull euils And yet for all 
this! 
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| this, whoſe heart is there free from this deceir of 
thinking himſelfe free enough,and tar enough from 
many ſpecially hatetull and ignominious fines, as 
murther, thetr,adulrery, periury,apoſtacie,and ſuch 
like 2 Would not Daxzd (thinke we ) as well as Pexer, 
adimoniſhed of his futuredeniall, have made ſtrange 
of it, if it had beene told him before hand,thou ſhair 
defile Bathfheba,murther Yr14h? Would he not haue 
anſwered with Hazacl, What amT1a Dogge ? This de- 
ceit is exceeding dangerous, and therefore takewe 
heed of it. For hence is ir, that men oftentimes, as 
it ſcemerh of milde and gentlenatures, breake forth 


into great rage, euenvnto murther; and againemen 
of chaſte behauiour into filthy and brutiſh vnclean- 


| nefle, we are the mote cafily ouerthrowne. Indeede, 


| 


neſle : whence is this I ſay, but from this deceitful- 
neſſe of our hearts, whereby we perſwade our ſelues, 
that eur nature is not ſo far venomed that it ſhould 
belike:y ro bring forth ſuch peſtilent euils?and there- 
fore growing ſecure, andremitting ofour watchful. 


ſome (innes there areto which wee are not ſo much 
rempted,as others (as Zxtber ſaid of himlelfe, that 
he neuer felt himſelfe tempted to couctouſnes:) yer 
there is no finne,but we may both betempred ro,and 
through temptation fall into, if Gods vnderprop- 
ping hand withdraw it felfe : as the 4poſile notably 
reacheth,exhorting to modcration towards our bre- 
thren fallen euen into fouler fins, vpon this ground, 


Conſidering thy ſelfe that thou maiſt be tempted, even | Gal.6.r, inter- 
with a powerfull and preuailing temptation, to fall | preted, 


into thy brothers ſinne. The vſethen of this point is, | 


ro take hecede of this deceir, and knowing our ſelues | 
| what | 


ts. 
een. 
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what wee arc, to tremble and to feare eucn thoſe 
ſmnes , which wee leaſt ſuſpe& , and whereto we 
' ftnde not ourſclues fo pronely carried, as to others. 
We would beloath to truſt a Beare or W olfe, or a- 


ny ſuch hke beaſt though by culture and manu- 
rance in their youth their inborne fierceneſſe bee 
ſomething mirtigated : Scill their naturall diſpoſiti- 


on ſticks ro them, and that will teach them to doe 


miſchiefe. VVhy then ſhould wee repoſe any ſuch 
confidence in our ſelves, that wee ſhall neuer laſb 
out into ſuch and ſucheuils? Wee hane a Schoole- 
maſter within, that naturall corruption that cleaues 
ſo faft vnto vs, that will be ready to teach vs, yea to 
vrge and force vs to the very hcight of iniquitie. 
Few will {6 truſt their bodies, though neuer ſo 
ſound and healthy, but that they will feare euen 
the moſt dangerous diſcaſcs, as the pox, the plague, 
and ſuch like infeftions; for that they know that e- 
| uen the bodies ef the beſt conſtitution haue matter 
within, eucn for the vileſt difſcaſe to worke vpon. 
Afſuredly thy ſeule is a farre more fruitfull ſeminary 
| of ſinnzs, then thy botie of diſeaſes. Why then 


ſhouldeſt thou ſuffer thy ſelte to be deceiued more 
inthe one thenin the other ? The heathen Philoſo- 
pher commended this meditation to his ſchollers 
in the hearing ofothers faults, hawe 1 done airy ſuch | 
like tring? A good meditation ; but yet, in cafe this 
queſtion greatly trouble vs nor,letvs add this other, | 


| way Tnat doe the like, or worſe? This is the holy feare 


[1 


| Gods children ſhould hauc of themſclues continu= 
ally. Such as was that in theeleauen diſciples, who | 
hearing Chriſt forerelling,0ze of y0u ſhall betray me, 

| | ann? 2 
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euery one in a godly iealouſie & ſuſpition of hisowne 
naughty hearr,cryed out, Miſter us i8 1? Miſter ts 4t/? 
heere euen Peter himſclte, tharY little before could 
not thinke his heartſo vnſound, as to be fit robring 
focthahe miſhapen brat of fearefuil centall, now (hap- 
ly ſomething ſchooled and covled by the former to | 
| 


vchement and confident prediCtion of Chriſt ) fea- 
reth the owugly and terrivle monſter of feareleſſe and 
fazthleſſe betraying. In this latter feare imitate wee 
Peter,and notin his former preſumartion : for when 
o:ce we (hall intertaine this deceit,that there are a- 
ny linnes, which we neede not greatly feare, then 4 
are wee neereſt falling intothem. And ſo often it +4 
commeth to paſle , that whileſt we carefully watch 
againſt thoſe ſinnes wee ſee our ſelues by ſtrong 
temptations daily drawne vnto , and wholy neg- 
le& others wee thinke not our ſelues ſo ſubieR vn. 
_ | toz eſcaping by watchfulneſle the greater, through 
this deceirfulneſſe of our hearts, and the fruit there. 
| of, our ſecuritie,we fallintothelefler dangers. Sure-| 
| ly Log wasin greater danger of vncleanneſle, lining 
| among the impure S94omites, than ſolitarily in the 
Mount: and Noah was in greater danger of drun- 
kenneſlc, living among the drunken ſors of che olde 
world , that did nothing elſe but b-nt:/þly eate and | Mat, 24, 
drinke, then when there was none aliue to converſe} Tg-ywig. 
| with , but his owne family : But yet they were in| 
dinger alſo in their ſolitarineſſe, as having that: 
within them , without which the euill example of 
the, wicked could not haue corrupted them. A- 
. mong the wicked, eu:ll example indangeredthem : 
| when from them Kill their oye corruption threat-| 
ned 


Qs 


Ce eres Ce ee EEE Ire 


—— 


48 | The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 


ned danger. But loe (examples for ever to be re- 
membred) becauſgyn their ſolitarineſle, this deceir 
of heart tooke place, that of thcmſclues they were 
not ſo frameable to ſuch ſinnes, and ſo ſtood not,as 
in times paſt, vpon their guard. Hence ircattfe to 
palle, that they who got the victory in the greater, 
were ſbamefully foyled in the lefler corflit : they 
that ouercame two aduerſaries together, the Fleſh 
and the wor{d, were miſerably oucrcome by one of 
them alone, the Fleſþ without the ayde of the 
IVorld. O then deliver wee our ſoules from this des 
ccit, and poſſefſe wee them continually with this | 
meditation; There is no baggage io filthy, bur my 
heart is a fit /ancke to recerne;no monſter ſo hideous, 
bu it is a fit wombe to concerurzno weed fo poyſon- 
full,but it is a firſoyle ro b-mng forth. Hardly ſhall he 
be caught,thar thus fearcth theſnare.Indeed in euill 
of puniſhment that of 1eb is often true ; That which 
1feared is come vpon me: but in the euill of /awne,thar 
of Salomon, Blefſed is he that feareth alwayes;how bleſ- 
ſed, but in eſcaping the {inne feared ? as the 
oppoſition there ſhewes : but hee chat 
[nor fearing] hardens his heart 
ſhall fall into exill. 
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CHrar, ILL 


Of the deceits of three ſeuerall ſorts of men, the rich 
Worldling, the cinill Iuſticiarie, che leoſe Libertine. 


 QCOmuch of the fir/# Deceit, in indging of our per- 
| ons. The ſecond followeth. And that is, when 
; wee thinke our ſelues in good and happy eſtate be- 
fore God, being indeede miſerable; when with the 
| Church of Zavdicea wee judge our ſelues rich and 
| wanting nothing, when indeede wee are poore, na- 
 ked, blinde,and beggarly wretches. If ayy man (ſaith 
| Paul) thinke himſelfe ſomewhat, when he 1s nothing he 
deceiueth himſeife in his imagination, Now what grea- 
ter ſomewhat then for a man to be happy ? whar 
greater y#thing then to be miſerable ? and ſo what | 
greater decert then this, for a man being miſerable, 
to iudge himſclte happy; being in Gods deepe dif- 
pleaſure to account himſelfe to be highly in his fa- 
uour ? A deceit indeed very common , but alſo 
very dangerous : for inthis caſe mans deceittull and 
dreaming heart makes him like that dreamer of the 
Prophet, who though hungry and thirſty, yer in 
his ſleepe thinkes he hath meate and drinke; but as 
heawakened ſees his error, and feeles his hunger, ſo| 
(ball the heart arouſed by God, art leaſt at the-day 
of iudgement, ſee her deceit, and feele her miſery. 
' Surely, as in the natural dreames it is better when 

they be falſe , they ſhould be of fearefull things 

then of ioyfull, as better for a King ro dreame him 
way to be abegger, then contrarily for a begger ':| 

= — 


— 


— 


The ſecond 

Deceit is, that 
our bad eſtate 
is good: where | 
there are; 


Reu. z, 


Gal.6.3. 
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. | Foure deceits, 


dreame thathe isa Kizp : forthe King,when he wa- | 
| kens, his griefeis gone,and his joy is recoubled, fec-| 
ing the vaaitic ot his dreame,bur the begger, when 
| he awakes, his former gricte that ſlept with him, a- | 
| awakes,and returnes ſomuchthe tiercer,in regard of 
| the talle toy of his dreame :{9 is 1t intheſe ercames 
| and deceitfull dotages of the hearr. Farre betrer 1s 
that deceit, whereby the ſonne of Ged thinkes him-- 
| ſelfe a ſlaue of Sathay, then the contrary, when the 
' limme of Sathan deemes and dreames himlelte a 
' member of Chriſt. Berter it is for Nebachadnezar 
beinga man, through his braine diſtempered with | 
melancholy, to thinke hi:mielfe a beaſt, then for a 
| beaſt tothinke it ſelte a man : for this deceit is no- 
thing ſo vſuall, nor ſo perillous. A mans falfe con- 
ceitof miſery when indeed he is happy, may leſſen 
his happinefle, it cannot make him miſerable : but 
a mans falſe apprehenſion of happineſſe being miſe- 
rable, is ſo farre from making him happy, that it 
makes him wiſe, yea, remedileile miſcrable; it be- 
ing the firſt ſtep ro happineſle to know our miſery, 
Lamentable therefore is ir, thatthis deceit being ſo 
pernitious, ſhowhd be ſo vniuerla]l. Our Saviver tels 
vs thatthere arebut few that (hall be ſaued : And 
yerif ail they (ſhould be ſaued, that thinke they ſhall 
be {aved, ſure then thereare but very few that-ſkall 
be damned, and then the ffrart and narrow way is 
that which leadeth to Hell, the broad way is Hea- 
uen way : for who is there almoſt that perſwaderh | 
not himſelfe he ſhall be ſaued? 
And here I obſeruc more ſpecially the deceit of 
foure ſcucrall ſorts of men; the rich Worlalng, the 
; | ciuill| 
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andAhe temporary beleexer; all theſe ypon their ſeue- 
. | rall,butallefthem deceiueable grounds,perſwading 
| theraſelues they are in the fauour of God. 

| Firſt, the men of this world, whoſe bellies God 
filleth with the hid treaſure of the earth, vpon oc- 
ca(ion of their outward proſperitie , are quickely 
brought into this fooles paradiſe of thinking them- 
ſelues ro be the ſpeciall darlings of God : tor if the 

godly themſclues haue oftentimes their eyes ſo da- 
; zeled with the outward glittering and flouriſhing 
| eltate of the wicked, as therevpon they are ready to 
| ſay of them, The generation of Gods children, which 
| was once Daxids errour fora time : how much more 


inch tap , the looſe libertine, or carnal zoſpeller, 


ſelues ? He that maketh gaine faith Danid,bleſſeth bims- 
ſelfe, namely, in this falſe opinion of his owne feli- 
citic . And elſewhere hee ſheweth that when God 
holdeth his peace, and doth nor by his iudgements 
diſturbe them in their pleaſures and profits, then 
preſently their deceitfull heart thereon inferreth 
that Goats like to themzhe allowerh of themand their 
doings. Thar wee may tree theſe men from this des 
ceit, and difcouer the groſlneſle of ir,diuers things 
muſt be conſidered. 

Firſt, If riches be that that makes men happy, 
| (according to the fooliſh phraſe men vie whenti:ch 


to paſſe, that Heauen, the chicfe and royall icate of 
bleſſedneſle, is fo empty of theſe treafures ? {or 
there grow no minerals, the veyne of ſiluer and gold 
is not to bee found there. And yer God, whe there 
E 2 ſhewerh 


then, thinke wee, will the wicked thinke ſo of them | 


things befall one, O be 7s made !) how then comes it! 


Is 
Rich world. 
lings deceit, 
Plal. 17. 


Plal. 7 3- 


Pfal. 10, 3. 


| Pal. 50, | 
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ſheweth the brighteſt luſtre of his glory, the holy 
Saints and Angels, that dwell there with him, want 
nothing that may ſerue to make them compleatety 
bleſſed.Surely,belike happineſſe muſt be digged our 
of the bowels of the earth, it growes below, not a- 
boue.The earth can no longer fay,when it is deman- 
Tob28.14. | ded ofour happinefle, as it is in Job, 7t is not in me : 
If ſiluer and gold be our happineſle,then it is inthe 
carth,and ſo,which is ttrange,it is nearer hel{(which 
the Scripture ſeemerhto place below in the deepes) 
then heaven, which all know to be aloft, and ſo nea- 
rer the Dixell then God: let me haue hranens miſery, 
rake thou hels happineſſe. | : 
2 If this deccit be true, happineſſe ſhould rather 
be found in the wildernefſe of India,T wrkey,and ſuch 
like barbarous and bruitiſh places,then in the fayre 
Edenof the Church. Is it likely, that if riches were 
ſuch Pearles the Lord would caſt them to ſuch 
Swine ? if ſuch happy things, hewould throw them | 
to fuch Dogges ? it the childrens bread, hee would 
feede whelpes withthem ? 

3 Riches indcede, themſelues, are the good bleſ(- 
{ings of God, and are notable inſtruments of ver- 
rue, as we fee in Salomon, Abraham, Lot, and other 
holy rich men in the Scripture, in all whom that | 
Eccleſ.7.13. | ſaying wastrue,Wiſedome zs good with an inheritance. 
mcerpretes., | Viſedome is good without an inheritance to the 
owner, but it is not ſo good to others, it cannot ſo 
clearely ſhew and manifeft it ſelte ro them, with- 
our the helpe of this inſtrument. As how could 
| Abraham haue ſhewed his hoſpicall and bountifull | 

minde, in entertayning ftrangers if poore ? How | 
| 
N= : could 
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could lob haue declared his mercy and liberality to 
the poore without his riches ? How could Salomon 
haue witneſſed his munificence, androyall magnift- 
cence; yea, his zeale, and piety in building the tem- 


ple, rogether with his wiſedome and $k1ll in natu-| 


rall Philoſophy , had not the Lord fo abundantly 
furniſhed him with theſe helpes 2 What then? ſball 
wee {ay becauſe riches arethe inſtruments whereby 
Vercue declareth it ſelfe, therefore they make men 
vertuous ? that, becauſe a good penneis the inſtru. 
ment of writing, therefore it will make one a good 
writer ? nay, rather a good writer makes the penne 
good , and to be a fic inſtrument of writing well. 
For furniſh an vnskilfull writer wich neuer ſo good a 
penne, yet his fiſt remaines till as vnskiltull. So a 
good man knowes how to make vic and aduantage 
of riches for the practiſe of Vertue, as Salomon 
ſaycs, The crowne of the wiſe is their riches : but yet 
piue them a foole, and you put a ſword into a mad 
mans hand, ſtill heis as wicked, nay, worſe then be- 
fore, as Salomon addeth in the ſame place, the folly 
of feoles, namely,rich ones, #s fooliſaneſſe : why ? was 
it not fooliſhneſle before they were rich ? yes, but 
not in compariſon of tha it is now, ſince they be- 
came rich, That as wiſedome 7s good, that is, better, 
ſhines brighter, ſofolly is nawght, that is, farreworſe, 
more palpably difcouers ir ſelfe , with an inberi. 
tance. That which Salomon ſpeakes of /zlence in a 
foole, may as trucly be {aid of peertie ſometimes. 
A toole is accounted wife while poore, but let him 


once berich, then his folly is fooliſhneſle indeede. | 


Riches then geclare-whether wee be good or no, 
E 3 as 


Prou. 14. 34. | 


cleared. 


Pro. 17, 28. 
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asa ſword in a mans hand whether hee be ſober or 
drunke : but they make vs not good; becauft, as 1 
{aid, they are oncly ipſtruments of goodnefle. And 
the inſtrument alwayes receiveth it force from that 
which vſeth it, giueth none voto it. Were it not 
abſurd for a manto thinke himſele a good ſcholer, 
becauſe hee hath many Bookes ſtanding in his clo- | 
fer, or a good Muſitian , becauſe hee hath many 
Maticall inſtruments hanging vpon his wals, when 
he knowes not how to vic eyther Bookes or Inftru- 
' ments ? And yet riches are noſuch neceſſary inſtru-. 
| ments of grace,as bookesare of /carning. For a man | 
| Hom.1.adPop. | may fhew as much; nay, ( as Chriſefome hath well 
_ Rwvere, | noted in the example of J4b) more :»f ſome obedi- 
encc,namely, that whichwe call paſizve, in pouerty, 
then 1m riches. 

4. Riches, though they be the gifts of God, yer 
| wee muſt confider with what hand hee reacheth 
them forth vnro vs, whether with the right, or the 

left, with what minde hee giueth them, whether in 
| louc or in anger. For God often giueth men riches 
as he gavethe //raelites Quailes, euen to be tbornes 
to choake them . Herein being like that King Ewu- 
Prof. inadag. | 2rapeles that heaped vp moſt riches vpon ſuch as he | 
molt hated, ſaying, that together with their riches 
hee ſhould cruſh them with an keauy burthen of 
cares. Pharaoh himſelfe was not ſinitren with ma- 
ny of thoſe iudgemenrs, wherein others periſhed, 
{ butit was not from any ſpeciall reſpe&t Ged had | 
{ of him aboue them, but God himlſelfe, leſtheſhould 
Exoe 9.16-in- | milinterprer it, tels him the reaſon, for this cauſe 1 
ET | haue reſeruedthee;namely from being firuckenwith | 
the | 
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| the former iudgement , not for any leuc I beareto 
thee, but hat 7 may (bew my power in thee. The Pſal-\ 


miſt therefore. excellently couples theſe things to» 
gether, The Lord giueth ſight to the blinde he rayſeth 
wþ the crooked, he loyeth the righteons. To teach thar 


' the Lord may diſpenſe theſe outward blefhngs to 


the wicked, but not in love, ſaue one]y to the righ- 
rcous, Wherefore our r15 wor/dling hath little cauſe 
of rcioycing in his riches, vnleſſe hee knew that the 
Lord looked vpon him, as Elizabeth ſpeaketh of the 
blefiing of her fruntull wombe, in the giuing of 
them, even with a ſweet and amiable countes 
nance, ready together with his riches to deale bis 
owne foule vnto him. But it is otherwiſe; The Lord 


hand reacheth forth theſe ourward things vnro 
him. In his «zgey hee giueth theſe ſuppoſed fxlict- 
ties tothe wicked, which in his wrercy heedenyerh eo 
the godly. He putteth them intoche fatter paſtures, 
becauſe heemeaneth co killthem, and cauſeth theſe 


\ 


to feede on the bare commons,becauſe he will have 


them live ſtill. 1f the ſtalled Oxe had reaſon, would 


he be ſo ſenceleſle as ro thinke his maſterloued him 
better then his fellowes,becarfſe of his more liberal} 
foode? know it.then.chou rich worldling God one- 
ly fatrerh thee for the ſlaughter. Hee thus. laderh 


| thee with theſe bleſſings thar by this meanes ag- 


grauating thy ingraticude, and impenitency, hee 
might lade thee with a heauierweight of condem- 
nation, Yea, by this meanes in his iuft iudgement, 
as by an outward occafion, hee prouoketh and ftir- 


reth vp that corruption of- pride, couetouſneſſe, 
E- E 4 cruelty, 


4 


| 


turneth his backe vpon him, euen then when his | 


Palm. 146.3. | 
inlightened. | 


Lake x. 35. 
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cruelty,oppreſſion, and ſuch like,which before were | 
| inthec,but for want of occalion could not fo plainly | 
ſhewchemſelues. Thattherforerhisſecrer corruption | 
"may bediſcoucred;he offrech fit matter for ir-to feed | 


| with them, and lay thefeto their charge : for God, 


| vpon;ro werke-vpon. 14das was conerous before he : 
- cameto. Chriſt. therefore Chriſtgaue himthe bag to | 
| feed that his humour, to miniſter fue!] to it, that fo. 


_ | hisrotten heart might be detected: ſhould not now | 


1adas have deceived himſclfe much, if hec had aps | 
prehended the office which Chriſt aſſigned him as an | 
argument of his greater reſpe&, as though hee had ; 
repoſed more confidence in him for fidelitic, whom 
indeed heknew to be moſt vnfaithfull>1u4as bag was 
| 2 net toccatch his ſoule, The wickeds Table, though 
fwimmitg neuerſo muchwith daintics,is hzs ſnare, & 
bis profperuty his ruine. God giueth them theſe things 
no otherwiſe then Jae! gaue Siſer4 milke and lod- 
ging;that bythis meanes caſting them intorhe dead 
flcepe of ſecurity, he might ſtrike them through with 
the naile of his indgements:or as Ehud gauethepre- 
ſent to Egon, onely that he might have an occation 
| to ſheath bis dagger in his bowels : wherefore looke 
; how Hamer deceived hiinſelfe in conſtruing the 
' Queenes inuitation of him:ro the banquet,as a mat- 
'rer of ſpeciall grace: for indeede ſhe didir onely to | 
| accuſe him; altke doe thele fat worldlings deceiue 
themſelues, imputing tizeir outward profperitic to 
the fauour of God, who indeede onely giueth them 
rheſe things rofurniſhtheir indirement outof them; 
like as once Joſeph cauſed his cup to be put into one 
of his brethrensſacks,rhar he might pickea quarretl 


how-| 


Pe 
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miſcrable mucke-wormes of the carth, how grofſely 
yee deceiue your ſclucs, that are ſo fearefull of be- 
ing deceiued by others, and know that as in other 


your owne happineſle , and fing a 7equiem to your 
owne ſoules; Seule take thine eaſe : and yet ſine lyes 
before the dores;this night O foole, ſhall they take away 
thy ſoule. And then though with Dives ye have been 
| rich i this world,yet with himalſo ye (hall be poore 
| enough in the world to come: ſo poore, thar yee 
ſhall be driuen to begge 4 drop of water of ſome 
Lazarus, towhom here you denyed crums of bread, 
O extreame and more then be2gerly pouertie,when 
thou canſt not command a little drop of water ! So 
| fitly did the Apoſile ſay, Charge thems that are rich 
' #n this world, mtimaring that there is one riches 
' and pouertie of this world,and of theworld to come 
; another, as Lazar'e, poore in this world became 
| rich in the other world; and Dizes, rich in this 
| world , became exceeding penurious tn the other : 
 withal], teaching that theſe riches when they laſt 


howſocuer hee haue given the wicked theſe earthly | 
bleſſings,yet will he challenge them of theft and yn- | 
juſt vſurping of his creatures,ro the which being our | 
of Thriſt, they haueno right and title. See then yee | 


| 
! 


1 
' 
Li 


i 
1 
j 


regards;{oin this hath our Saviour befooled you,thar | Luke 12, 
you thus lull your {clues aflcepe in afalle conceit of | 


' 
, 
| 
' 


| 


—— 


longeſt, laſt no longer then this life, they follow not 
| after vs when we are dead, to make vs rich in that 
| other world; Goe now and blefle thy ſelfe in thy | 
riches and proſperous eſtate as badges of bleffed-| 
neſſe, from which holy 4gur deiired ro be bleſſed; | 
fearinglcaſt his ſhoe being ouerwide for his foore,it | 
would 
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would bur hinder him in his journey, and his ouer-| 
awple eſtate would be as cumberſome to his foule, 
as Sanls armour would have beene to Daxids body, 
The Apoſtle rels thee,God che/tenerh enery childe be | 
hath, and none but baſtards goe vncorrcted : whar 
an idle cenceit thenis this for thee to take that for a | 
note of thy ſonſb1p, namely, thy oyled and buttered 

pathes,thy long caſe and treedome from croſſes, for 
which the holy Ghoſt hath reproached thee with 
the brand of baſtard:;/me? Our Sautour cries out, Woe 
be ro yee rich men, for yee ſhall weepe, VWhat a mad- 
neſle for thecto blefſe where Chriſt curſes ? Heetels 
thee that thy riches are as great burthens, hindring 
thy entrance inatthe ftraite gate;and as the bunch 


| theneedles cye, and therefore cryes out, How bardly 


] Civill Tufticia- 


on the Camels backe, hindring his paſſage through 


ſhall a rich man enter into the kingdome of heanen?what 
a dotage is this to account the barre of heauen dore 
(hurting it vpagainſtvs, to be the key opening it to 
vs; totake werghrs preſſing vs downe to hell, to be 
wings lifting vs vp to heaven ? 


rics deccit. 


A ſecond fort of men deceiuing themſelues in this 
kinde, are our cixill Iuſiictarzes,who therefore judge 
themſcjuesrobein good ſtate to God-ward, becauſe 
they live without ſcanda;l, honeſtiy, quietly paying 
euery man his owne, &c.It they had hence conclu-. 
ded they had beenc in good ſtate ro mn-ward, the | 
deceit had beene more tollerablc;for men cannot ſo 
wellchallengethoſethat can with Samuel ſay, Whoſe 
\Oxeor Aſſe haxe 1ſiollew f whom hane 1 wronged ?but 
the deceit is fond, to thinke therefore God can have | 
no aQtion againſt thee. Alike as if thou ſhouldeſt | 


' 


db 


thinke 
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thinkethe King can touch thee in nothing, becauſe 
thou haſt nor © vled in any peynt,the Law ryes thee 
to ty fellow ſubieRs, with whom thou liueft , and 
yet happily haſt many wayes faulted againfttheking 


letir be ſo; what can follow hence, bur that among 
men thou ſhalt goe for an honeſt man ? what with | 
God to?yes,if thou canlt truely ſay,thou payeſt him | 
his dues;the due of prayer,hearing,reading,and me- 
ditating in the word, ſanQitying of the Sabboths, 
the which our civill manaever payeth,and therfore 
as thou wouldeſt account him vnhonelt, that payes 
thee not thy dues, ſo will God account thee for not 
paying him his. Thzs 7s tre religion, (aith /ames,to 
the looſe profeſlor, ſeuering ſome outward dutiesof 
religion 1n the firſt , from righteouſneſle in the ſee | 
cond table, ro vifit the fatherlefſe and widdow, Ec. | 
which are duties not of re/z2op properly, but of 1u- 
flice and righteouſneſſe : and this hee doth, becauſe 
this is the cryall of the truth ofour religion. By like 
reaſon and proportion may I ſay tothe czuzll man, as 

vnreaſonably dividing the workes of righteouſnesin | 
the ſecond table, from thoſe of religion in the firſt. 
This is true righteouſneffe, this is true honeſtie, ro 
ſanQtifie the Sabbaoths, to call vpon the Name of 
the Lord, toconferre, temeditate on the word : For 
looke what kinde of Religion that is, which isnor ar- 
tended with honeſty to men , alike is that boneſty } 
which.is not ioyned with Relrgiow to God. Now the 
former religion none fo readie tro condemne for 
naught as the ciuill man himfelfe : for zeaie and de- 
uotion in no caſe can hee away with ; therefore his 
owne 


himſclfe:Thoutalkeſt of paying men their dues; well ! 
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owne mouth being iudge, his owne honeſtie which 
he ſo magnifies,and makes theonly prop of his hap- 
pineſſe,muſt needs be rotten and vnſound. Ynhoneft 
religion is as good as rrehigions honeſty, And if inthy 
indgement rhe former be naught, ſurely the later 
| cannot bergood. Religion, or tne teare of God, S4- | 
| ormon cals the head of all goodnefle : honeſty then | 
| without religion, is as a body without a head,cuen 
|a rotting and ſtinkivg carrion; and wilt thou yet be | 
{ofond as to thinke 1t 4s a ſweet ſmelling ſacrifice in | 
Gods noſthrils. Heare Chriſt telling the Phariſees, 
ſuchas thou arr, that the harlots and publicanes, as if 
[ ſhould now ſay to thee, cut-throats and cut-purſes 
fhould goc before them into the Kingdome of hea- 
uen, And againe,Except your ri2hteeuſnes exceede the 
righteouſneſſe of the Scribes and Phariſces, yee cannot 
enter into the Kingdome of heauen.And if this cannot 
ſtop thy mouth, yer let Eſazes foule cloth, all our righ- 
trouſneſſe, even or righteouſneſle, the Prophet in- 
cludes himſclfe,holy Eſayes owne righteouſneſſe,the 
righteouſneſle of grace is a wenſtruore cloth tharwill 
rather foule our faces then wipe away the filth of 
them. What chen is the righteouſnefſe of Natwre ? | 
| Surely Chriſt muſt bothwaſh and wipe his Diſciples | 
feete. His bloud muſt be both water and towell to. 
Renouncethen thine owne righteouſheſle euen V/icz | 
zwall, much more Czuill, and truſt onely to his. | 
Thethird fort of theſe ſelfe-deceiners are our come 
wonand carnal Goſpellers,Goſpel-ſpillers rather, being 
indeede looſe liberttmes that doe turne the grateof God 
into wantonnes. Theſealſoiudge themſcluesto bein 
good cale before God : andwhy ? becauſe they haue | 


beene' 
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beene borne in the Church, and ill enioy the pri- 
uiledges thereof; they haue beene waſhed with ho- 
ly water,and are daily fed with the ſpiricuall Manns 
ofthe Word and Sacraments. This was the vſuall de- 
ceitofthe lewes,whocryed,the temple of the Lord,the 
temple of the Lord: and had nothing elie to bleſle 
chemſelues withall,but the cognizance of Circumci- 
ſion. And our Sauiour ſheweth, how many atthelaſt 
day (hal looke for eternal life,only becauſethey haue 
eate and drunke in his preſence, which Ivnderſtand 


of the Word,and receiving of the Sacraments : bur 
for all this, with rhe man that wanted the wedding 
oarment, they may be taken from the very feaſting 
table tothe gallowes with Haman. And though they 
Aye neuer ſo much with 7eab, to the hornes of Gods 
alcar, yer it ſhall not defend them from Gods ſword, 
for the very truth is this, the man that wants 
the wedding garment is no otherwiſe bidden tothe 


| Ter. 7. 


| Mat. 7. 


| 


of the ſpirituall cating and drinking, in the hearing | 


feaſt by the King,then Haman was to Queene Eſters 
feaſt, hee (hall there finde God no lefle angry with 
him,then Hamer found Abaſpyeroſb, and heare that 
fearefull ſentence, Take him, binde him, &c. Of this 
deceit S. James ſpeaketh, when he ſaith, Be ye doers of 
the word,and not hearers onely,deceiuing your ſelues, 
Shewing thereby, that many, as the miſerable cx- 


fore reputethemſelues in the number of Gods peo- 
ple, onely becauſe they came to the Church, heard 
the word, and preſented him with the outwardſacri- 


perience cuen of theſe timesalſo ſheweth, did there- | 


fices of their prayers, and praiſes, howſocuer their 


lives otherwiſe were moſt vile and vitious. But Saint | 
Iames 


lames 1. 22, 
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lames afterward tclleth thefe deceiuers, /f avy man 
| [ceme religtous and refraine not his tongue, deceiving 
his owne heart, þ& religion is in vaine. And ſo doth 
S. Pay! tell the lewes that reſted in the Law,andthe 
outward letterrhereof, that their Circumciſion was 
no better then vncircumcition; as a man may ſay to | 
a baſePlayer,apparrelled like a Kings ſonnegthat his 
Princes coat is nobetrer then a beggers.[t fhall doe 
him no more good, procure him no more honour or 
reſpet.For Circumciſion, Baptilme, hearing, recei- 
uing, and all ſuck like badges of outward proteflion, 
they are but as the outward garment of Chriſtians, 
which may eafily be pur on by thoſe that-are none. 
And therftore howſoeuertheſe by many arethenght 
ſufficientro make them good Chriſtians, yer Sals- 
moz {ticks not tro makethem the marks of fooles when 
| there are no better then they, as when hee c:lleth 
Gods owne ſacrifices,theſacrifices of fooles: be more 
ready to bears then to offer the ſacrifice of fooles;becauſe 
| of this fooliſh conccje which many ground vpon 
them. Burnorably doth God ſhake theſe deceiners 
in the fittieth P/alzze, who for all their lying, flaun- | 
dering, whoring, theeuing, would yet needs gocfor | 
Saints, becauſe they were diligent in the outward | 
ſeruice ofthe temple.They thought they were very | 
| careful] remembrers of God, when they plyed him 
ſo faſtwith the Sacrifices of the Law, both morning | 
;andeueving ; and yet God telleth them that none. 
, wereſovnmindfull of him as they,andtherefore ve-. 
'ry fearcfully thundreth againſtthemz © conſider rhis 
'ye that forget God, leaft 1 teare 10u in pieces:For when | 
op truth of obedience, and power of godlinefle is | 
wanting, ' 
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wanting, ſurely there is ſmall difference berwixt an | 
ſfrachte and an !ſmaebte , a circumciſed Hebrew | 
andan vncircum.iled ?aili/tm, a bapriled Engliſh- | 
mv and an vnwathen Trxrke. Neyther is the bars | 
ren Fig-rree in Gods Orchard in any better caſe | 
then is the Bramble inthe wildernefle, In which re- | 


—_ 


gers, and Sawu!s courtiers, Heathen,and Saztnimielfe. 
C#/i1,or.an «/Ethiopian,though all of chem lining in | 
theviſible Church as members thereot; ſhew that | 
God will lappe them vp in the ſame bundle of cons | 
demnation rogerher with the Heatizen and vncir- 
cumciſed, frangers from the conenants and Commons | 
| weale of Iſrael. This therefore will be buta ſilly plea | 
| before God; We haue gone to Ciurch, frequented 
the Prayers, heard che:Sermons; Nay, the plea of 
preaching Sermons will not be admitted. When 
| thou bringelt ro God the Sermons thou haſtheard, 
| thon bringelt/1abs letters, the matterofthine owne | 
death and damnation, For therefore (hall God ad- 
| indge thee to ſo much (orer and ſeuerer condem- | 
| nation, by how much thy meanes of Repentance 
haue beene greater. Therefore (hall. the-earth be 
curſed, becauſe hauing beene watered with the dew 
of hcauen, it bringerh forth nothing but Brambles ! 


ward formal Church-ſeruice vrgeth his faith in the 
_ ] merits of Chr,/, 


meth by hearing, and fo alſo it is nourithed by hea- 
ring ofthe Word; Prayer, and the Sacraments;Bur 
theſe men cannot tell how they came by their faith. | 


— —_— 
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gard Dauid is not atraid to cail the Eiphims {rax- | Plil. 54. 3. 
' Pſal.59.5, and 


«I, op:ned, 


and Bryers. But here our Leberizne, beſides his out-| Heb.s, 


Anſ. His faith is meere fancy: for firſt, Faith com | Rom, 10. 


| 
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Andirt is ſuſpicious when men have goods,and can- 
| nor tell howthey came by them:afſuredly rhey can- 

not ſay they came to their faith by any ſuch 
meanes: for they deſpiſe the powerfull miniſterie, 
and topray arightthey know not,whereas true faith, 
the daughter of the word, cannor but with all humi- 
litic and thankfulneſle acknowledge her Father. 

2. True faith is copwlatiueit ioyncth together the 
whole word of God : it belecueth one promiſe as 
well as another, the promiſes of this life as well as 
| thoſe of the life to come. But our Zebertines faith, 
rrhat ſeemeth very ſtrong in belecuing ſalvation by 
Chriſt, in temporall dangers that concerne the out- 
| ward man onely, cannot vpholtd it ſelte : the reaſon 
is,for that,as their faith is a fancy it ſelfe,{o it appre- 
hendeth eternal] ſaluation as a fancy, and ſo they 
can be bold enough; but zerporall /a/uation being 
apprehended as a matter of truth, their fantaſticall 
{faith cannot lay hold of the promiſes thereof: theſe 
men thar ſo confidently profeſſe that they belecue 
God hath provided ſuperabundant riches of glory 
hereafter for them , cannot yet belecue that hee 
will prouide competent necefſaries of maintenance 
for this preſent life : whence they ſo tremble in their 
dangers. Againe, Faith belecueth the threats of the 
\word, together with the promiſes. New, thou who 
| nn belicfe of the promiſes, ſhew me thy be- 
licfe of the threatnings : diddeſt thou belecue the 


truth of thoſe menaces which God hath denoun- 

] iced againſt vncleane, couctous, ambitious, proud, 
envious, malicious perſons, and ſuch like {inners, 
wh durſt thou then ſo wallow in theſe ſinnes, that 


J 
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— 
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if God in ſtead of hell had promiſed heauen, as 2 
reward vnto them, thou couldeft not doe morethen 
thou doeſt : VVhy ſhouldeſt thou deceive thy ſelfe 
with an opinion of faith, when indeede thou bclee- 
[| ucſt not ſo much as the Diuell ? for hee beleenes 
[namely the threatnings of the word] and zrembles | 
for horrour, but thou goeft on in finne, making a 


heart, giueſt them the lye, ſaying, no {auch thing 
ſhall betall thee. And ſs much for the three former | 
ſelfe-aeceiners. 


—— 


CnarV. | 
Of the deceits of the temporary Beleeners Faith, and 
and feelings. 


| VVE* come new to the fourth ſort of theſc 

deceiners, the temporary beleener , deſcri- 
bed by our Saionr in the Parable of the ſtony and 
thorny grounc, and by the 4pofle, Heb. 6. They 
hearethe word, and are inlightened in their vnder-| 
ſtandings, yea, raviſhed one would thinke in their 
affeAtions: for they heare it ſaith our Saujour with 
zo : where, by ene of the chicfeſt affcftions, we are 
by like proportion te vnderſtand all the reſt, even 
the affeQion of griefe it ſelfe ; that as they re-- 
toyce.in hearing of the comforts, and ſuch like do- 
Arine which requireth ioy, ſo when the nature of 
doQrine required griefe , they arc alſo affefted 
with ſorrow, and therefore as the hearing of the | 


mockeofthe menaces; and in the infidelitic of thy 


word, with thoſe 1/raelites, doe often cuen draw buc- | 
F 
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| is intheſtateof grace. 


| hetruly «fame to himſelfe outward proſperitic; but 


| kets of water, and ſhed riuers of teares.Euen this alſo 


| is tO be vnderſtood by their hearing the word with 


joy, becauſe they reioyce cuen in this griefe,raſting ' 
of the ſweeneſſe of the word, and finding a comfor- | 
rable reliſhtherein. Theſe men we ſee goe very tar, fo | 
that as the Apoſtle ſpeaketh, they are in ſome ſort | 
made partakers of the holy Ghoſt, they taſt of the powers 
of the world to come, and expreſle their inward grace 
by outward obedience, bringing forth fruit very, 
| ſpeedily,farſooner then others,asthe ſtony groundis' 


{ morequickeand forward thenother ſoyles. And yet 


for all this,theſcalſo being rotten at the heart, are to: 
berancked in the number of ſelfe-deceiners,as falſely 
iudging themſelues to be in the ſtate of grace. The 
deceitfull argument whereby they thus iudgeis this: 

\Whoſocuer hath truefairh, repentance, obedience, 


But I haverheſe three, ſaith the Tewporary:there- 
foreI amin the ſtate of grace, 

This deceit is far more deepeand dangerous then | 
any of the former three: for their errour was in the 
groand whereon their argument was built,notinthe 
application thereof, as in the argument of the rb 
Worldling; Whoſeeuer hath outward proſperitie is in 
Gods fanour: But 1have outward proſperitie. Here the 
deceit is in the propoſition, not in the aſſumption: for 


his propoſition is falle,that outward profperity i5 an ar- 
enmcnt of Gods fauonr. So the Ciuill man erres not 
in his application of ciuill and outward righteouſneſle 
to himſelfe; bur in his. ground that this ciuill righ- 
tcouſneſle is enough to get ſaluation, And fo the 
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profeſſion, hearing of the word,8&c. but his ground 
is deceitfull, that. rhis is ſufficient to make one a 
good Chriſtian, But heere it is otherwiſe. The 
ground of the temporarie belecuers argument is 


Obedience, is in the ſtate of grace; all the deceit is 
in the application: for the temporary when hee «ſ- 
ſ#mes thoſe things to himſelfe, pre/ames. His afſump- 
rien; But] hauetruefaith, &c.is nothing but meere 


- | uered from this his deceit then the other : for with 
them there needed no more adoe, then to ſhewthe 
falſeneſle of their grounds, which might cafily be 


their grovnds muſt be diſcouered , which 1s very 
hard, becauſe of the neare affinitie and likeneſle be- 
{ erwixt the Faith, Repentance, Obedience of therrue 

and :emporary belecuer : whichis ſo greatthateuen 
the moſt judicious, and diſcerning Chriſtians, can- 
not perfectly diſtinguiſh betwixt them. Hence 1#- 
#45 among the Diſciples, and Azanias and.,Saphira, 
and Nitholas the Deacon, among them inthe Primi- 
tine Church, till God dereQted them, went for true 
belecuers : for this difference of theſe two faiths 
howſoeuer in general wee know itas it is reucaled in 
the word; yet in ſpeciall wee know it nor, as it is in 
men, that wee can ſay before the even7 declare it, 
This man is a temporary onely.This is diſcernable one- 
ly to him that is greeter then our hearts, and there- 
tore knoweth our hearts better then our ſelues. 


looſe Proteſtant rightly applyesto himſelfe outward | 


moſt certaine and agrecabic to the word; namely, | 
that whoſoeuer hath true Faith, Repentance, and | 


preſumption. And therefore hee is harder to be deli- | 


| 


FE 2 Neuer- 


done ; bur here the falſencſlc of the application of | 
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| Neuerthelefſe the Temporary, if he wonld deale vn- 
{ partially in the trying of hisowne hearr, by therule 

of the word, he ſhould cafily come to eſpye out the 
deceit thereof. | | 

x. His Faith : And firſt as touching his faith, it is evident it is 
—_— not ſound: for Chriſt dare not truſt it; as wee ſee in 

them thatare ſaid inthe Goſpelte belceuc in Chr, 
and yet could not be beleeued by him. Many (ſaith! 
lohn 2.23. 24. | John) beleened in bis name when they ſaw bts miracles, 
but Teſws did not commit himſelfe unto them,becauſe he 
knew them all. But of the true belecuer Chrift ſayes, 
Iohn 6.64, | that hee reieQs none that comes, vnto him. Judas | 
was an arch-rerporary, and yer, that he neuer true- ; 
ly Zelecucd, appeareth by the ſame Evangeliff thus | 
commenting vpon thoſe words of Chri/?. | But there 
are ſome of yon that beleeue not) for leſus knew who | 
they were that beleeued not and who fpould betray him, 

Mark how the Eaaxgelift rankesthe traitor amongthe 
»on-belecuers; and how, being to giuea reaſon why 
Chriſt ſaid all of them beleeued nor, he ſaith Chri/f 
knew who ſhould betray him. And more plainely 
doth this appeare afterward in Chrifts aniwere to 
Peter, profeſſing in the name of the whole twelue, 
Webeleene,e.Hauenot]cheſen you twelue,and one of 
Jou is a Dixell?As it heſhould ſay, no Perer,allof you 
doe not belceue, though thou ſpeakeſt generally of 
al!. One of you is a Dinell. Let vs ſee then how this 
temporary deceineth himſeife, in thinking hee hath 
that faith which hee wants, The deceitfull argu- 
ment whereby, he would conclude faith to himſelfe 
is qrawne, firſt from the parts of faith : ſecondly, 


the fencs. The. parzs of faith are two, firſt — | 
h __ 
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of the word in generall with aſſent : ſecondly, «ppic- 
catiow of the promiſes in feciall to ones ſelfe. Both | 
theſe the 2e-mporarythinkes hee hath, and therefore | 
alſo faith. Firſt, for knowledge, it cannot be denyed 
but he may hane an excellent meaſure thereof; in- 
{omuch as hee may not onely apprehend all the 
points of Religion himſelte, and be able to talke of 
them, bur alſo teach chem vnto others,as 1#das did, 
and many others,whoſeplea ſhall be at thelaſt day, | 
Lord, hane we not taught in thy name ? And in the pa- 
rable;the lampecs of the foo//þ virgins blaze as much | 
as the wiſe ones. Yet for all this there are deceirs | 
in this knowledge, whereby it is differenced from | 
the knowledge of true faith. 

Firſt, the knowledge of the remporary is not ſo 
well grounded eyther vpon the zeſtimony of che Serip- 
tares,or vpon experience, as isthe knowledge of the 
truebelecuer. To which may that ſeeme to apper= 
taine which.is ſaid inthe Gopell, that they haue no 
roote,their knowledge is nota rooted and well ſetled | 
knowledge: for neyther haue they that care which 
the true belecuers haue to build themſclues on the 
ſure authorities of the Scriptures,neyther yet at all | 
doe they nouriſh their knowledge with an holy pra-| 
Qiſe, that ſo they might haue a practical, a feeling, 
andexperimentalt knowledge ; wherein indeede the | 
knowledge of faith excelleth the knowledge euen 
of the Divell himſelfe: for though he cxcell vs, as | 
in all other knowledge, ſo alſo in dinine, yet hee 
| knowes not the chiefe poynts thereof, ſuch as are | 
| | faith, repentance, lone, the preſence of the ſpirit, what 
they be, by his owne experience, as doth the meas | 

| 4 neſt 


1 Parts: which 
ate, 


: Generall 
knowledge, 
which is diſ- 
covered to be 
deceitfull, be- 
cauſe neyther, 
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| neſtand pooreſt Chriſt;an, Herein the pooreſt idior, 
being a ſound Chriſtian, goeth beyond the pro- 
foungeſt Clearkes that are not ſanRifed, that hee 
hath his own harc in ſtead ofa commesnrarie to help 
him vnderſtand even the moſt needfull points of 
the Scripture. The knowledge therefore of the Terms 
porary is but ſhallow tothar of the true Chriſtian :| 
whoſepriuiledgeit is, not onely to know the things 
themſelues vttered, but alſo the intent and mea- 
ning of God therein. 7he ſecret of the Lord, ſaith ' 
+ Dauid, is reuealed to them that feare him.T his ſecret 

T T | is bid from the wicked. | | 
2 Nor heating | Secondly, the knowledge of faith is a a through 
heating knowledge, which warmes. a man at the ve- 
ry heart, working loue of the truthknowen : for 
truth and goodneſſe differ no more thantheſcale and 
the print. Truth, truly knowne, ſtampes goodneſſe 
in the heart. But the temporaries heart recciuesno 
ſuch imprefſion, ſill it remaines aneuill & vnſound 
heart, a nourcery of many ſecret corruptions,. in 
which isno goodnefle, Therefore his knowledge is 
onely a flame that giues /zghr by blazing, but no 
ſound and durable heat by burning. 

Thirdly, the knowledge of faith: is an. hawbling | 
knowledge. Now mine eze hath ſeene thee, ſaith lob, 
| therefore labhorre wy ſelfein duſt and aſhes. Bur the | 
temporaries knowledge is a ſwelling knowledge, 
puffing him vp in the conceit of himſelfe, = | 
'2 Speciall ap- | Scecondly,for application, which is indeed the ve- 
plication, ry pith and marrow of fauing faith z no doubr but | 
_— the Temporary doth in his own conceitapply Chri#: 

for Chriftbringeth him in threarning kinanefſe _ 
| | im 
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him and ſo challenging entranceinto his kingdome | 
euenat the day of iudgement, which ſhewerh that 
he might both liuc aad dic in this perſwaſion, that 
hewas the member of Chrift,and ſo in the applica- | 
tion of the promiſes. But this conceit of his is mcere. 
deceit : for in truth he applies nought but an idol, 
a fanſie,a ſhadow : for as the Diſcipies when they 
ſaw Chriſton the Sea were decciued, taking him 
for a walking ſpirit: ſo contrarily, theſe temporary | 
belecuers, when they ſee and heare nothing indeed 
but the diuell, (happily /ransforming himſeife into an 
Angell of light,) yet they thinke they ſee, and heare 
Chriſt himſelf. T his application of Chrift is like tothe | 
application of bread & drink in a dreame. Doth the 


dreamer therefore eate bread,or drinke beere,doth | 


hetrucly apply theſe things to himſelfe, becauſe he 
thinkes ſo? No more doſt chou cate Chriſts fleſh or 
drinke Chriſts blond, becauſe thy doting braine ſo 
dreameth. 4iax in his frenzie rooke ſimple ſheepe 
for his crafty enemies . And when he had flayne | 
the cattel], thought verily he had ſlaine his ene- 
mics. His deceitwas greatto take ſheepe for men: 
thine grearer to take a ſhadow for a ſubſtancegnay, 
Sathan for Chriſt : for that thou doſt not apprehend 
true Chriſt may appeare by this, that true faiths ap- 
prchenſion of Chriſt is #zncrall. It doth not folay 
hold on Chr1i/b, as we take hold of a tree, or ſome 
ſuch like ſenceleflething,but as we vſe to doe in our 
ſaiutarions, when we imbrace one another, there 
is a mutuall hold on both ſides. Whencethe a& of 
the Patriarches faith in apprehending the promiſes, | 
is clegant]y ſet out by the Apolſile,by the metaphore 
F 4 of 


Math,9, 


Eſay 29.8, 


Prouedfalſe, 
and 
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| of ſa/nting, They ſalated, kiſſed, or imbraced the promi- 
ſes. So that true faith,kiſfing Cbrift,is kiſſed of him, 
embracing Chriſt is reimbraced of him,andir ſo ap- | 
Phil.z.1z, | prehends Chri/t that at the ſame time the belecuer 
is apprehended of Chriſt,as Pauſheweth in hisowne 
example. Now thoſe whom Chriſt hath once gript 
with his hand, predeftinating them to cternall ſal- 
uation, ſuch no power can euer wring out of his 
hands. No wan can take my ſheepe out of my hands. 
Whence thar, He that beleeneth hath eternall life,aud 
ſhall nener come into condemnation. And againe, Hee 
that commeth to me 1 caſt not away.For 1 came downe, 
not to doe mine owne will, but my fathers : and this is 
his will, that of all hee hath ginen me 1 ſhould looſe ne> 
| thing, but ſhould raiſe it vp at the laſt day. It any ſay, 
| though Chri/? caſt them not away that beleeue, yer | 
they may caſt away themſclues; I anſwere, neyther 
can that be: for in the nine and thirtieth verſe hee 
ſaith, that hee ſhall looſe nothing that is giuen him. 
Bur if the belecuer might caſt himſelfe away,Chr:/ 
| ſhould then looſe ſomething giuen him. As the pro- 
digall childe,though of himſelfe hee left his father, 
yet is called the /9# childe. Chriſt then cannor ſo 
looſe any true belecuer,but that he ſhall raiſe him vp 
at the laſt day to eternall life, But temporary belec- 
uers, as wee ſee in 1#d5, may finally fall away from 
Chriſ?,and goe to their owne place; ergo they were no 
true belecuers,they apprehended onely an zoll that 
could not hold them, and not Chri/t, whoſe hand 
is a ſure hold-feff, neuer letting goethat which once 
| Ephi, 1, it hath ſeized on. Thetruebelecuerisro0ted in faith, 
Mar. 13+ . | byrof the temporary Chriſt ſaithz he. bgch 27 rooting, | 
| | an 
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and therefore his faithisnought.' 0 2h 
| Obiet., Why then isit faid Luke 8. 13.theſe men 


Luke8.13. 


doe belceue, if they doe not? : 

Anſw. 1, The Scripture in many things ſpeaketh 
according tetheprobableand common judgement 
of men. Thus the Moore is called one of the two | 
great lights,when indeed is theleaſt of all. Thus the 


Diaell called Samwel, becauſe in his likenefle, ando | 


thought of Saul. And thus the fancy of the zempora- 
ryiscalled faith, becauſe, hauing ſome reſemblance 
of true faith,it goesfor true faith both with him that 
hath it, and with others. 2. They have indeed true 
faith in their kinde, namely, a ioyfull aſſent to the 
truth: of the Goſpell : but not the #ſtifying' faitly of 
the elect which chey thinke they have, -'! +++ | 
But you will ſay, ſhew vs then the deceits of this 
faith, that both the true belecuer may be delivered 
from falſe feare, and the temporary from falſe zoy. \- 
1 anſwere, '1. The true belecuer beleeues with 
much conflicting,as in him in the Goſpell that cryed, 
Lord Ibeleene, helpe my vnbeleefe, The:combat was 
not ſo great betwixt Michael, and Sathan, concer- 


ning Moſes dead body,as it is betwixt Sethan and e- | 


uery true belecuer, concerning Chriſts l;uing body, 


VWhen faith goes about to lay hold of it, the Diuel! 


{triketh at her hands, and would plucke them a- | 


way from it. Hence faith is:faine to tugge; and 
, wreſtle, cuen till ie-fwear againe',' And thefefore 
Paul cals itthe difftult worke of Faith, becauſe the 
beleeuer hath ſuch adoe to beleeveznot onelyin re- 
gard of the oppoſition mage by-the fleſh: (full of 


nfidelitic ) which as inall good things; ſo ſpecially 


w—— 


in ) 


Gen, 2» 


Diſcouered by 
themarkes of 
true faiths ap- 
plication. 

1 Conflict in. 
belecuing, 


176 wg Yop. 
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DAY EFF 


1 Cor.g4 


2 Application 
of our ſelues to 
Chriſt,and 
therefore are 
there 

T vo hands 
of faith, - 


Rem.tz.1; 


| pleading our faith,asnaught, and ſo often putting | 


{praier; with that feare and icalouſic,and with thoſe 


| in belecuing, wemuſt heate downe with Paul; but. 
alloinregacd ofthe vivlent aſſaults of Sathan, im- 


vs toour ſhifts, making vs to ſearch, and trie our 
faith,copray carneſtly for our faiths confirmation, j 
and ſowith much fegre and rrembling towork out ogr 
owne ſaluation. Itis nothing ſo with the temporary 
belccuer in his faith. He findes it very caſicto be- 
lecue. Sathan troubles nothim, for then he ſhould 
be diuided againſt himſelfe, who begat thar pre- 
ſumptuous faith in him. Nay cather Sathan con- 
firmes him inthis his deceit. Andtherefore our tem- 
porary doth not ſo ſuſpeR himſelte, doth not ſo trie. 
andiexamine himſelfe, doth not fo worke out the- 
worke of his faith withthoſe ſtrong cries of feruent 


uer doth. - | 

2. Faiths application of Chriſt to the belceuer | 
15 with application of the belecuer to Chriſt. For 
faith hath as it were twohands.One recetuing Chr/? 
from God : theother giuing the belecuer to God. 
And both theſe hands ir exctciſeth at once. At 
the ſame time the belecuer applies Chri/? to his 
owne heart, hee applies his heart to Chriſt, and 
cleaues to him with full purpoſe of ſfoule. This was 
notably ſbadowedour:vnder; the cercmoniall law, 
in the conjunGion of the /anperoffring which noted 
Cbriſt,and the burnt-offring which as Paul hath in- | 
terpreted it, more-ſpecially ſignified the ſacrificing | 
of the fleſkzthe crucifying of 9/4 Adam. Truefaith 


offers both theſe at once. But the temporarics faith | 
is 


| bicter bickerings with infidelity, that thc true belec- 
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is lame on that hand, which ſhould offer the burn? 
offering, he onely rakes Chrift, he giues nothimſclfe 
zo Chriſt: he offers the /imne offering withour the 
barnt offering. And therefore 'applying Chriff to 
himiſelfe, and not himſelfe ro Chriſt, he miſapplierh. 
Indeed he may make ſome ſhew of giuing himſeite 
to Chriſt, butin truth he reſcrues himſelte rohim- 
ſelfe : he nourifhes ſome ſpeciall finne or other in 
himlſelfe,and ſo giues himfelfe ro Sathan, to fin, not 


|toChriſt. As Herod gaue himſelfenotto Chriſt, bur | 


to Herodias,co his luſt ; and /udgs gaue himfelfe not. 
roChriſt,butro the bagge, andto the baggageof his 
couctouſneſle. 

3- A third property of true faiths apprehenſion 
is ſer out in Abrahams example, who is ſaid io hope 
againſt hope: when the belecuer is in heauy agonies, 
and feeleth a very hell in his conſcience,yetthen can 
he apprehend beauen,8& with Jonas in the whales bel- 
ly call vpon God in faich:for fairh#s the ſubſiſtence of 
things that are not,rauch more then of things which 
indeed are,though not in appearance. It it can giue 
ſubſiſtence ta things that are not ſubſiſtent, much 
more then appearance, and vifibility,tochiogs that | 
are not viſible & apparant: ſo that faith can fee one 
contrary in another,in the very depth of hell, hea- 
uen,in the very extremity of miſery, happineſſe, in | 
the very middeft of anger ,mercy.: and the VWVoman 


proachfull name of dogge : and when nothing but 
war isto be ſeen in Gods face, yetthen can itpierce 
through all the thicke clouds, and behold the ſweer 
endbine of Gods fauour & grace in Chriſt: through 


| "ET 


of Canaan, Mat.15. can picke comfort. out ofthe res | 


| the &. 


2 Beleevin 
againſt ſenſe, 
Rom.4, 


Heb.z1.1. 


Iob 37. 19. 


TIob 13. 


_—y 
* 


ſweet and graciews, but alfo lowring, and driuing vs 
away with a darke and cloudy countenance: but then 


true belecuer goes further, and when there is a na- 


| &zll mee, yet will 1traft in thee: But in ſuch a caſe 


the bent browes of the irefull Iudge camir ſee the 


yearning andrelenting bowels ofthe compaſſionate { 


Father: the cyec of true faith can looke vpon God, | 
not onely ſmiling, and inviting vs to himſelfe by a 


is-eur ;emporaries faithcleane daſhed out of countc- 


nance;iill the hypocrite pray alwajes ?faith 1ob, and | 


ſo, will he beleeue alway? No, alittle windeblowes 
downethe Spiders webbe of his hope. VVhen Gods 
handsare full of gifts to beſtow, then his faith isrea- 


dy te lay hold on them. Hee is like to children that | 


come running totheir father,when thereis an apple 
in his hand totollethem, but noc when the rod is in 
his hand to correR them : or rather like to dogges, 
whichif they ſeea cruſt in your hand come fawning 
and glaucring; but ifthey ſee acudgell,and that you 
come: toward them to ſtrike, eyther they fearctully 
runne away, or deſperately flye in your face, But the 


ked drawne {word in Gods hand , yet he dares ven- 
ter and preſſe rowards God: though the Lord ſet 
neuer ſo ſterne a countenanceagainit him, hee will 
not beout-faced,butinan holy kinde of:iimpudency 
hee will out-looke hirn, and fay; Lord, though thou 
looke vpon mce; as though thou wouldeſt ſlay mee, 
yet ftill will I lookevnto thee for heIpe; Thongh thow 


the zempporaries former iolly confidence vaniſheth here 
is the triall of faith, | eh, 
Thus the cemporary-deceiges himſelfe in the parts 


—- » 4 A s 
bag rs nt - SOS? Hay I IR P <a 
ein es” re td Es. » CE Art Et PE CNY <2 62s alata it , . 
: r "*, WV a=, ow” a_— cc. IE IIRECSt 462585. £ Rh te nn ne dS, £/ DARE 
: . News H2% : Y E 5; 68 Lens : = et E's # OPT $2 Shs = 22s 's; YL 
% . 8 * — 4 P. . Os L £ 
or 
Py « 
P ; - , 
. . 


| 


of Faith. The ſig»es of faith are thoſe feelings, thoſe 
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delights 8& ioyes which are felt im hearing the word, 
in prayer,in meditation of the ptomiſes:foras in fee- 
ding vpon ſweet and pleaſant meate there is a natw- 
rall,ſo alſo in faiths feeding vpon the promiſes there 
is a ſpir;twall gladnes : and in this ſpirituall food alſo 


chat coniunRion of filling the heart with food and glad: | 


zeſſe is true. Therefore Peter ioynes both theſe to- 
gether, We beleene and reionce : now theſe comforts 
and ioyes the temporary in ſome ſort feeles. Chriſt 
ſayes, they receine the word withioy: Paul layes, they 
taſte of the good word of God, and of the powers of the 
hfe to come. The lewes areſaidto reioyce inthe light 
of 1hns miniſtery.Herodis ſaidtoheare 1obn willingly 
or chearefully:and hence he concludes faith ro him- 
ſelfe. Bur the truth is, there is exceeding much de- 
ceitin this ioy and feeling : it is not ſolide,butonely 


ſuperficiary, onely a taſte as the 4po/le tearmeth it, | 


no cating to any purpoſe ; a ſipping, no ſoaking, no 


2, Andthe 
fiones, his ioy 
and feelings : 
diſcouered by 
their, 


AQts 4. 
1 Pet. 1,9, 


Mat.13. 
Heb, 6, 


Tohn 4. 


through digeſting ; a floating aloft in the riucr of 
Chriſts bloud, no diving dewne tothe bottome, and 
as it were burying as the Apoſtle ſpeaketh. And this 
may appeare by foure properties of the ioy of true 
faith which do notat all agree to the remmoraries ioy. 

x. Property is ſincerttie, whereby the belecuer re- 
toyceth in the word, becauſe of the word itſeife,and 
the goodncfſe and holineſle thereof, but the delight 
which chetemporary belecuer taketh in theword,is 
rather for the noueltie of the doatrine deliuered, or 
for ſome affeQion they carry to the Preacher, for 
ſome common and outward gifts, cyther of life or 
learning, or for his clocution,aRion, words, phraſes 


Rom. 6, 


1 Vnſouniines. 


in delivery, or any ſuch like reſpeQ. This was Saint 
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Ezck. 33. 


Ron 7.22, 


| 2 Sleightneſſe. 
Iohn 15. 


1 Cor. 7. 
Elay g. 
Palme 4. 8, 


| 


cerning the inner man. 


; them reioyceth ſbghrhy and overly, as though he reioy- | 


Azguft ines delight which before his connerſion hee 
rooke in S. 4mbroſe Sermons, more for the eloquenee 
of the words,then the ſubſtance of the matter : and 
this alſo was the delight which Ezechiels audirours | 
cook in preaching. He was vnto them as the pleaſant 
voicc of a Muſitian,& they cemmended him much, | 
bur yet their hearts 7av after their conetouſues,as did 
Herods after his inceſt,for allhedelighted ſo much in 
Tobns miniſtery.lf his ioy in the word had becne ſin- 
cere, hewould hauereioyced as well inthedoQrine 
of the ſcauenth commandement as in any other: but 
this galled him. Thus is it with our temporary, he 
can delight in the word as long as it troubles him 
not in his beloued finnes : butletit encetouch him 
there, he ſpurnes preſently, and flings away.There- 
forehe delighteth not in the word ſincerely, becauſe 
itis thewordof God, forthenone part thereofwould 
beas welcome tohim as another. Now the true be: 
lecuer, euen whenthe word croſleth his corruption 
can yet then ſay with Paul, 7 delight in the Law, con- 


2. Trueioy is a foll joy, as our Savieur ſpeaketh 
to his Diſciples, That your ioy may be fall. The true 
belecuer ſo reioyceth in things ſpirituall, that hee 


wholy diſpiſeth the ioy of things temporall, and in 


* al 


ced not His ioy is a ſhouting 103, ſuch as is the oy of 
harneſt: Thou haſt giuen me more io) ſaith David then 
when their Corne and Cyle abounded. But the ioy | 
which our Temporary findeth in things ſpirituall is 
nothing comparable tothat in temporall. /#des joy 
inthe bagge was aboue that hee tooke in Chriſt, and | 

| HE. > 
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his Doctrine, Herod tooke greater delight and con= 
rentment in Herodias then in John, and in the pro- 
phane damfels dancing, then in the holy Prophets 
preaching. For among thoſe many powerfull Ser- 
mons which he heard himpreach, when wa$he euer 
ſo affe&ed, as to ſay, 1ohn,aske what thou wilt,and it 
ſhall be giuen tree, enen to halfe of the kingdome ? If 
the ſpiritual ioy of the Temporary were full, what 
neede hee thentofilit vp with this carnall and fintvll 
ioy ? He that is full, ſaith Salomon, leatheth the honey- 
combe, So hee that is full of this ſweet ſpicituall ioy, 
loateth the ſweeteſt and moſt delicious heney- 
combes of the fleſh or the world. Bur the Tempora- 
ries teeth waterafterthem. Heis like thoſe fowle that 
as they flye aloft,ſo alſo they ſwimme in the waters : 
which as they were vncleane vnder the law,ſ@alfo is 
he,for thatſeeming to mount vp in ſpirituall ioyes, 
hee yet withall ſwimmeth, yea, batheth himſelfe in 
the waters of carnall delights. Hence ir is that the 
toy of the temporary is but an obſcureand muddy 
toy : for carnall ioyes mixed with ſpirituall, are as a 
dampe to put out their light, and as mud to trouble 
and diftemper their cleare riuers ; whereas the joy | 
of the true belecuer being free from ſuch diſterape- 
zature, is farre more cleare andlightſome. 

. True ioy is a frong ioy, according tothat in 
Nehemiah, The ioy of the Lordiis your flrength. * And 
this frength it ſheweth ſpecially in three caſes. 

x. In our paſſine obedience, in induring afflictions, 
Saint Pas! giveth this reaſon, why the faithfull 


are ſo vnconquerable in their affliQtions, ftill by | 


meanes of their patience poſſeſling their ſoules, be- 


——_ 


Leuit, 11:19. 


3. Faintnefle : 
and that, 


Neh. 8, 10, 


x: Innot ſuf= _ 
fering. 


cauſe | 
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| canſe the lone of God is ſpread abroad into our hearts 
by the holy Ghoſt. Loc, the power of true and liucly | 
fecling of Gods ſweetneſſe.in Chryft : it can make vs | 
hold vp the head in the greate(t deieions; Except | 
thy Law had beene my delight, (ſaith the Propher,) 7 
ſhould now haxe periſhes in winc ff (iftton:bcing ouer- 
come by the extremitie of my tribulation, I thould 
hauc done that which in «fc Savls perſecutions 
'| bad medoe,namely, renounce the true God,and gor 
and ſerue other Gods. Where then there is a found 
delight in the word, itkeepes a manfrom ſuch kinde 
of perifbing:for,a« the Apoſtle excellently ſayes,The | 
peace of God guardeth eur hearts in Chriſt 1:ſus, that 
though our troubles and croſſes would plucke vs 
from Chrift, yet wherethere is true peace, true joy 
{inthe holy Ghoft, it is ſo ſweet and comfortable, 
tharitholds vs faſt ro Chrift, and for all our trou- 
bles, makes vs to ſay with Peter, /t is good being bere, 
we know not where to mend our ſeJues: but the /ew- 
porary beleencr isnotalwayes thus kept from perith- 
ing in affliction:for our Seuioar of onekindeofthem 
faith, that When perſecution for the word commeth, 
then be is offended, and in the time of tentation depar- 
teth eway. Now true ioy, as weſaw, is asa fountaine 
of water, to refreſh and relicue vs in the greateſi 
drought,and in the moſt ſcorching heateof perſecu- 
tion * but the Zempporaries ioy is as a ſtanding poole, 
which is dryed vp in the heate of the Summer, in 
perſecution he ſhrinkes, and therefore his ioy is not 
the ioy of true faith. 1 
2 The 05 of the Lord is our ſfirength in our attine 
obedience, which is daily to be performed _ 

whole 
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wholecourſe of our liues.}/her thou haſt inlarged my 
heart(faich Dania) 1 ſhall runxe the wayes of thy com- 
mandements. Now ic is ſpirituall ioy that inlargeth 
a Chriſtians heart,euen as griefe contradts it. And 
when the Chriſtians heart is thus inlarged, hee hath 
ſuch freſh life and [piric put into him, that it makes 
him runne,cuen with the feete ofthe Hinde, ſwiftly, 
in the Chriſtians race. Itisas oyle, wherewith the 
body being ſuppled, is the more agie, and nimble 
for aQion : as in /acob, after that he had been ſoa- 
kedin this oyle,and bathed inthis bath of heauenly 
comforts in Bethel, as it were a generous and manly 
horſe refreſhed with a baite in his journey ?the rext 
faics,thart he lift vp hu feet, that is, went cheerfully, 
and with good hart and courage, forward in histra- 
uell. But our te-porary after his beſtrefreſhing with 
the ſpiritual delicates,riſeth vpwith thoſe Iſraclices, 


to play, heis as weake and impotent as before, ey-| 


ther for reſiſting temptation, or performing any 


good duty.Sofarre is he from /ifting vp his feet with | 


L1wob, to run the waies of Gods commandements with 
Dauid. The traveller that by the way drinks a good 
draught of wine,is refreſhed, and thereby inabled 


| for his travell : if hee onely {ippe of it with his 
| mouth,ſtil] he will remaine faint, and weary, vnable 
| to hold on in trauel}. Sois it withthe temporary be- 


lecuer,that onely fippes of this ſpirituall wine, hee 
cannot poſſibly haue Davids ſtrength, to rawne the 
war of Gods commandements. Heere then is the diſ- 
couery of the deceit of his hartin this kinde: he fee- 
lethoften many comforts,andis ſometimesin pray- 


| cr,hearing,receiuing the Sacraments, and ſuch like 
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Luke 1.79. 
interpreted, 


3 Tn'not ri- 
fing vpafter 
fals, 


Pſal,4-7.8, 


exerciſes even rauiſhed againe; but yer forallthis, 
rhe fruit of a well ordered heart and life follows nor. 
And thercforeintruth he cannot haue any found 
comfort in them,as any euidences of juſtifying faith 
for excelently hath Zacharycoupled theſe two things | 
rogether,7o gize light to them that ſit m darknes and 
inthe ſhadow of deatb(which I interprecas well of the | 
light of zoy and comfort in the affections, as of know- 
ledge in the vaderſianding)and 70 guide onr feete ints 
the wayes of peace. So that if once being refreſhed 
with the warmih of thislight, ofthis fire,we riſe not | 
vp to walke in the waies of peace, bur fir ſtill in the 
chaire of floth,holding the hand in the boſome:ir is 
an argument ir wasno true light, but only a-ſudden- 
and deceitfull flaſhing that ſhone vnto vs. | 
3- The ioy of the Lord ſheweth it ftrength, in re- 
ceining vs after our fals, temptations, detections. As 
we may ſee in Dax4, in temptation & diſtreſle feces 
lingthe abſence of the ſpirit.and Gods eſtranging of 
himſelfe from him,he praics, Lord lift thou vp the 
light of thy countenance, ſtriving to recouer his loſle. 
But how,and by whatargumeut? by the experience 
of the ioy which formerly he had fel in the appre- 
henſionof Gods fauour;Thow haſt giuen we more ioy: 
then they hane had in abundance of corne& ole. Loe, 
the joy that David hadfelr in Gods fauour in time 
paſt,ſerthis teeth on edge after it againe: a notable 
property of rrue ſpiritual ioy;it makes vs cleaue faſt | 
to God,who is the matterof our ioy,cuenthen when 
eitherhe is departing from vs,by withdrawing his 
faccfrom our eye, orwe are departing from him, 
by withdrawingour neckes from-hisyoake:we have 
| | comforts. | 


—— 
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an example in the Apoftaticall Church of the 1/rae- 
lites, conceiuing 4 purpoſe of returning againe to 
the Lord, for that it was betterwith her before, then 
fince her reuolt. And fo the prodigall ſonne when he 
was pinched with famine, calling to minde the for- 
mer good fare at his Fathers houſe,refolueththere- 
vpon to returne home againe. Hence it was that 
Chrit} going about to recouer the Church of Fphe- 
ſ# ſomcthing fallen,heputs her in minde of her for- 
mer eſtare,and the happy priuiledges thereof which 


fallen,and repent ,&c. That is,confider what kinde of 
eſtate thou waft in,in the time of thy firſt love, how 
| full of peace, ioy in the holy Ghoſt, liberty of ſpiric, 


will follow. For he thar hath once taſted of the ſweet 


of this ioy,is ſo affeed therewith,that with Paxl he 
would rather dye then looſe it. And therefore, fee- 
| ling ir to be ſomething ecclipſed by his fals,hee can 

neuer beat reſt, tillþy renuing of his repentance, he 


2 


be againe repoſſeſſed of ir. But now it is farre other- 


| wiſe with the baſe counterfeit ioy of the remporarie 


belecuer . The true belecuers ioy ariſcth from a 
a through feeling of the warmth of the Enangelicall 


tore this ioy obtayned the chicſety and ſoueraignry 
in his ſoule,for the ioy in outward things was but as 
a ſhadow,and in them as before was ſaid, hee reioy- 
ced, as though bee rezogced not. Hence it then com- 
meth to paſſe that ſin having prophaned and ſome- 
thing obſcured his ioy,notwithſtanding all outward 
G32 comforts 


now ſhee wanted : Remember from whence thou ar | 


&c. and then, repentanceand doing thefirſt workes | 


through apprehenſion of Gods mercy by faith,from | 


wine, cheering him euen at the very heart,andrher-| 


Hoſ, 2.7. 


Luke IF» 
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Pſalm. I 37. 
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| force, to leaue ſo deepe an impreſſion in his fiearr 


comforts in great abundance preſent themſclues, 
and their ſeruice, yet they are in his account but 
miſerable comforters: no, for all them he droupes, 
and hangs downe the head,and haves vp his harps,re- 
membring the comforts of $:0n,and thoſe ſweet ſongs 
| of the night,wherexicth God was oncewont to fill his 
mouth, he beginsto thinke with himſelfe: Oin what 
happy caſe was I, when I walked faithfully and vp- 
rightly with my God ! O the feet fohgs of the 
night,and heauenly inſpirations of the almighty | O 
the gracious viiitations of the ſpirit, and teachings 
of thereynes in the night ſeaſon! How was I then fed 
with the bread of Angels,and feaſted with the dain- 
tieſt of hoſe heauenly delicates? Why then dol de-! 
priue my ſelfe of all theſe comforts by mine owne 


God, to enioy his heretofore taſted ſweetneſle > Bur 
now the remporarzes ioy ariſeth onely from a very 
{light and fuperficiall apprehenſion of the promiſes, 
onely from a (ſipping of this wine in the mouth and 
notfromany operation therof atthe hart: Andrther- 
fore his ioy, as wee ſhewed, was greater ity outward 
things then in ſpiritual: and hence itcomes to paſſe 
| that when forthe retayning of theſe temporall com- 
forts he begins tofa]l,hisſpirituall ioy,by this means 
once interrupted,quite dyeth: for it was not of that 


as that afterward he ſhould be affectee with the re- 
| membrance thereof in ſo powerfull a manner as 

thereby to be raiſed vp againe, to ſeckethe Lord a- 
freſh by a renued a& of faith and repentance. Bur 


| the joy and comfort of the true belecucrhad ſach a 


— 


negligence? VVhy returne I not againe to my good | 


quick- 


—{ A—————— 
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quickning and reuiuing vertue init, that hecannot 
but rememberit, cir ivhis mote oriouon fals,and 


Iwill nexer forget thy Precepts :for by them thou haſt 
quickned me, " DD 

IV. The'ioy of truefaith'is-a\mmoreordetly,- and 
leiſurely ioy,it comes not all on *he ſudden, but V- 
ſually by certaine ſteppes.and degrees, in this man- 
ner. Firſt the beleeuer ſees his owne ſinfull wreech- | 
edneſſe, cleerly repreſentedto his eyes in the glafle 
of the Law, and therevpon agaſt with ſofearetull a 
ſight, he is in great diſtreſſe, feeling how bitter, and 
burdenſome his fins are: for which being through- 
ly pricked and perplexed inconſcience, and know- 
ing there is no remedy but faith in Chriſt,hebepin- 
neth rohunger for Chriſts: righteouſiiefle, and for 
faith toapprehend it, yawning in his deſires, cuen 
like the dry and thirſty ground: This faith when at 
length he hath gotby many ſirong and Toud cryes 
ſent vp to thethrone of Grace, he feeleth kisininde 
calmed, and beginneth to reioyce in the ſaluation 
of the Lord. ' An example of ioy thus wrought wee 
havein thoſe conuerts of Perer;who were firſt prick- 
ed-and wounded in'ſpirit, cryin 
{tles for ſome releete, and then afterward, hearing 
the promiſes, and receiuing the Sacraments,they 
were repleniſhed withthe ioy of the Holy Ghoſt: 


itſprouteth forth like 1945 gourde; ſuddenly inone 
_ | night. And therfore inthe parable it is ſaid, that the 
ſeedin thefſtony groiind incontintntlyſpring forth. 


with the Prophet,inche remembrance rhereof; ſay; | 


Out to-the'Apo- 


But the rermporaries ioy comes* not'fo flowly; bur | 


| 


And inthe expofition of the'patable} Chrill {ai6s 
oO G3 


— 


that ' 
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Plal.119 93+ 


4 Vnſcaſona- | 
 bletiaſtineſke, 
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whtGr. 


ty UTo0v”, 
Luk.8.,15. 
expounded, 


| 


4 


| that 2#-ymediately vpon the firft hearing,without any 
| touch of conſcience, without any chrough humilia- 
rion going before,#hey receine the word with 203. Bur | 
the good ground brings forth,as other of her fruits, 
ſo rhis of 10y,wth patience,as Luke hath it;or asthe 
Greeke word may@beare, in expecfation or tariance, 
name)y,for the fit ſeaſon. It is ſpoken, I cake it, in 
ie cothe ſtony ground, which was ſaid to: 
bring forth preſently yponthe receipt of the ſeed. 
But the good ground doth rather reſtraine,or keepe | 


' 


| jnit ſelfe, dorthnor ſo ſuddenly put forthir ſelfe, as 


the ſtony ground, bur retaines the ſeed within, till 
the iuſt time of bringing forth be come. Where- 
fore this ouer violent haſtineſle,that is in our Tempo- 
raries'ioy, and ſoalſo-octher of his graces, giueth vs 
tuſtcauſero ſuſpeathemas deceitful, and to feare 
in them-the truth of the common Prouerbe, Soove 
ripe, foone rotten. Asin travellers,he thatatthe firſt 
isſofree and frohke, and. ſpurresir, and gallops it 
ſoluſtily, hee ouertakes indeed many inthe way, 
and leavesthem behinde, but at length his horſeis | 
tyred,and then he is ouertaken, to his ſhame, ofthe 
more fober and moderate rider, whom erewhile he 
paſſed-by,as anouerſlow companion:foin this ſpiri- 


| tuall journey our Sauiour noteth it, that wary of the 


{ /7/{thar outſtript their fellows, ſball be ff, when the 


laſt ſhallbe faſt.How far was Jadas at firſt, before Ai- 
| codemas ? \Nigodemus came cloſcly, and by ſtealth to 


| Chrift,and was onely a night profeſſour ; nds fol- | 


lowed him openly inthe day,in theſightofall.men: 
when Nicedemmus was but a flow ſcholler, ſcarle capa» 


| blevjche ficltelements.of Chelhiae, aq pamely, 
; "Y Or 


jy" INS 
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of the doarine of Regeneration, Judas wasa forward | 
and zealous Preacher : And yetatlaft, Nicedemmns | 
that was left, became firff, and Iudas that was ff, 
became ph when 7#4as did treacherouſly betray 
Chriſtin the night, he did faithfully profeſie him in| 
the day,and when Judas his great faith was turhed 
into helliſh deſpaire, then he went and hunghim- 
ſelfe, then did Nicodems his little faith, become 
ſtrong and bold, that he durſtopenly begge;andho- | 
nourably bury the body of Icſus, He that runes 0- 
| uer eagerly ar thefirſt beginning of his race, quick- 
ly runnes himſelfe outof breath, and cannot poſh- 
bly hold out. Vntimely fruits, children that come | 
before their time; arevnſhapen, and defofmed chit- 
dren, and doe not live. So'are theſe temporaries, 
whoſe graces comeout of the wombe, betore they | 
haue their tuſt conception, miſhapen ,.and defor- 
med Chriſtins;and fuichkinde of graces quickly va« | 


not long lived when ne feea Chriſtian,at the very | 
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ward?It.is good then for Chriſtians, that would not 
| decciue themſelues, ro take heede of the ſtony | 
grounds ouerforwardnes:in their fiſt beginnings to | 


niſh : It farech with them as with children that are 


be wiſely moderate : whenthey are but children in 


Mat.19.30. 
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r Cor.13. 
PCal. I3ls 


Gel of Att, 


Lb.r. 


| Chriſtzoſpeakegand doc as children, and as David 


. | wardly were to, hold their peace for theo firſt 


. | cing.js-nat-good. Though God.giuehim ſome caſts 


ſneakech in angther caſe,nor to vadertake,or venter 
on things too-high for them, rather. ro imitate Py- 
thagorasſchollers, of whom the beſt and moſt to- 


yeeres,andnot,: before thus throughly ripened, to, 
ſhewrhemſelues. Then may they hauc,ioy asofo- 
ther of heir gifts, ſo of theſe ioyes and feelings 
which now weſpeake of. But the rerporarics reioy- 


and fecliags,yetthey are not asany catneſtofa grea-! 
ter payment to follow, ſo as they areto the cle, c- 
uen the fir fruits, promiſing an ample harucſt, bur | 
 onelya. [ax of pretious wares, which oftentimes i is 
giuento chapmen that neuer buy,and purchaſe the | 
whole:for this ioy wanteth both ſrxceriry, being de- 
Fi ; falne{e being {lcight and dafeRtiue : frength 
ne faint and. Cblenderation being vnſeaſona; 

| Y rwatdand haſty. And therefore,thougha kind | 

of ſpirituall joy, yet for this deceit, deſerueth 

the ſame _checke wherewith Slower 

.*...; rebuketh zhe.carnall, Thew art: 
oy - : wad, what 4s. it that TX 
_ . thou doeſt ? 


"The dreeifulneſu of vans hears, | 


— 


Crnarp. VI : Re | 


of the deceit of the temporary beleexers ſorrowes, 
and deſires. 


He deceits that are in the temporarics fetb: 

rhus opened, wee come in the next placeto 
ſpeake of his deceits in the matter of repentance. 
Where it cannot be denied,bur that he. may go ve- 
ry farre inthe probable reſemblanceof repentance; 
infomuchas he himſelfe, as well as others, may 
thinke he hath intruth repented. To examine this 
more particularly,in the particulars of repentance, 
and firſt in that which-is inward, -andthen in that 
which is outward therein, 

I. For the imward pradtiſe of repentance;thereare 
ewo ſpeciall things wherein he deceiues himfelfe, 
Sorrow, Deſire. The former reſpeQing rzime paſt; 
the latter time preſent and tocome. ' _ 
| x. Forhisforrow, he is wondrous wide: he fee- 

lethno doubt,oftentimes ſome remarſe;rtheprickes 
and tings ofan.accuſing conſcience, as ir'were the 
arrowes of the almighty flicking inhis ribbes-: and 
hereupon concludes he hath his part in godly ſor- 
row. But exceeding fallly, and deceirfully. ; For 
who feele. greater þ and. pangs 'at vpbrai- 
ding, and -vexing conſciences, then doe. the Di- 
uelsthemſelues, and the moſt deſperate repro- 
bares 2ſothar ifthis reaſon were good, they. alſo 
(ſhould hane godly ſorrow. Indeed: theſe compyn- 


(Rica of heart, theſe horrors, and terrors-in the 


ele 


| 2 His repen- 
tancc. 


1Inward,in 
his 
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| ele are a notable preparative to godly ſorrow, and 
they are as the prickesof the needle,making way for 
the thred : as we may ſee in the-example of thar 
troupe of Saint Peters conuerts :neuertheleſle they 
are to be diſtinguiſhed from repentance itſelte,as be- | 
ing commontothe reprobate,with theeleR. There 
fore asthe ſicke patient ſhould-deccive himſelfe in 
thinking he had taken a ſufficient purge, becauſe 
hee hath raken a preparatiue; or as hee ſhould de. 
cciue himſelte, that ſhould thinke hee were entred 
farre enough into the houſe, that ftands only in the 
extry,or the porch 2 ſo doth here our temporary de- 
lude his ſoule, miſtaking ſome preparatory, and in- 
trodnuttery workes vato repentance, for repentance 
itſclfe, For notwithſtanding thoſe penztentiaries in 
the AQs were miſerably wracked, and tormented 
in conſcience, and felt the twoedged {word of the 
ſpiritpiercingthrough their ſoules, yet when they 
demanded of Peter whatthey ſhould - doe, namely, 
tobe caſcd oftheir preſent diſtreſle, receiued this 
anſwerg Repent:belike then they had not repentedas 
yert,for all the ſmart of their rubbing & galling con- 
foiences:Nay miark,how Peter preſcribes repentance 
as the only ſoueraigne remedy to releeue them in 
that their agony. Loe then, yet a fouler and groſ- 
fer deceit,torake the diſeaſe for the r7emeay, to thinke 
that becauſe they haue the wound curable onely by 
thebabrne of Gilead, thereforc they haue the balme|. 
it ſelfe. So alſo our Savior calleth ſuch as are in| 
Math.r1,xs. | this caſe,men heany laden and wearied with the bur« 

[thenofinnes guilt, and bids them comevmo him, 


A mantherefore may be burthened with the ſenſe 
| | oft 
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of {inne,and Phe-(as yet) not come to Chriſt. Yea 
there is as greardifference berwixt being thus hea- 
uy loaden,: and comming to Chriſt, as berwixt ha- 
uing a burthen on apes backe, and the hauing ofir 


come vnto him, that by this meanes they might be 
eaſed. And yer more plainly doth our Sauiour cleere 
| chis,when he ſairh,thar he came zo call ſmnwers ( vn- 
derſtandir of ſinners laden withthe burthen of their 
ſinnes,(eeing and bewailing their miſery ) 1#repen- 
tance. Therefore to feele ones ſelfe afinner, and to 
be touched with the ſenſe of our miſery, is not al- 
waies repentance. And in the place forcalleadged 
Mart. x 1.28. hce bids ſuch as are laden with finne. 
that is, ſuch as feele the ſmarr of ſins guilt prefling 


tic : which ſhewes thar a man may beaffeRed with 
ſome ſenſe of fin,and yet nor truly humbled in god- 
ly ſorrow. Put that his deceit, in thinking hee 
hath godly ſorrow , may the better appeare, ler 
vs briefly examine it by the properties of godly 
ſorrow. © | tz 

- Firſt Godly ſorrow reſpeAs the fipne more than 
the paniſbmevt, and makeththe repenting (inner to 
beofrhis minde,that he cares not what outward 
puniſhment he indures, ſothat he might fecle the 


The voice of godly ſorrow is that of David, Take 4- 
way the treſpaſſe of thy ſeruant. It is the rreſpeſſe he 
would have taken away : for as for the penybment, 
_ he ſtood affeed, let his owne words. hh 
war 


taken off: for therefore. doth Chriſt call ſuch ro 


theconſcience, cuen them he bids tolearne humili- 


guilt ofhis ſinne waſhed ourof his conſcience. and | 
bcholdthe loving countenance of God in Chriſt. 


Mat.9g. 
And diſcone- 
red by the 
marks of god- 
ly forrow, 


Which are 


1 Torcſpe&t 
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2 Sam 24, 
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2 Durable. 
nefle, 


Plal.51.2. 


Pal. 42.3. 


| 


ward witnes,when heſpeakes'thusto God, let thine 
hand be vpon me and my fathers honſe. But tis onely 
the puniſkmenreither felt, or feared, thar cauſerh 
that howling and crying, which ſometimes isin 
the wicked termporary,as in Eſau, 4hab,lndas &e.The 
voice of this baſeforrow is: that:of Pharaoh, tdke 4- 


way this plagne,namely, of the outwat&ſ{coutge,not 


take away this bard hart, a greaterplague then any, 
yea, then all theten/plagues. Marke the difference | 
berwixt Pharcob and Daniaztheflaves griefe,which'is 
for the whip, and the ſonnes, which is for offending 
bis kinde and loving father. The one is the griefe of 
loue,the other of feare and hatred. | 
Secondly ,Godly ſorrow is laſting and dutable,ay 
finne ſaith Dawid;is ewer before me, Their humiliati- 
onis a continuall a&t, renewed daily ; infomuch 
thar if they ſometime-chrough weakneſle omir it, 
they recompence it with an extraordinary meaſure 
thereof afterward. TheProphetelſewherecomplai- | 


'neth,that his reares were as his ordinary food, which 


if men omit one day, they cate the more for it the 
next. Bur the ſorrow oftheſe /omporaries are agneiſh, 
ahd comes onely by ' fits 'and ftarrs; Yet herein 
not agueiſh, that agues are conlltant in their fitts, 
and ſome ofthem hold long, thele ſorrowes are ve- 
ry vncertaine and momentany.They-may be ſome: | 
cimes,as a graneditiine ſpeaketh,ſermon ſicke but no 
otherwiſe then- men. are /ea/icke, whore pteſently 
well againe,whenthey come to ſhoare. Heere then 
is the geecir of the Ly zary, that thinkes he harh 
ſorrowed enovgh;” If thar at-any'time he feeleany 


| panges of theſe paſſions, any quaimes of griefe, any 


ſmall 
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ſmal workings of ſorrow to diſquiet him bur a lictle, 
A like, as if one, fecling the fleſh ro ſmart after the 
playſter newly applyed tothe oare,ſhould preſently 
rake off the playſter, and thinke it had wrought e- 
nough; whereas the playſter muſt lye on till, rill ir 
haue eate out the corruption wholly. And ſo muſt 
this corroſiue of godly ſorrow, applyed once to the 
feſtered ſores of our ſinnes ſtill remaine with vs till 
they be throughly healed,that is, toour dying day; 
and then all /rares, euen the teares of godly forrow 
it ſelfe, ſhall be wiped away, butnot before. 

Thirdly, godly forrow, yea, the very tirſt ſeedes 
and preparations thereof, thoſe terrours and hor- 
rours that arc in the conſciences of the ele, they 
ſill drive them to God,and fit them for the hand of 
God, to be wrought and framed thereby. As wee 
may ſec in them whom Peters Sermon pricked. 
Their wound made them ſecke for phylicke, and 
draue them to the Phyſition, to the men and Mi- 
niſters of God. Now 1udas alſo had his terrours of 
; conſcience : ſo alſo had Saul his. But whether did 
they drive them ; The former nor to Chriſt, but to 
the enemies of Chriſt, the high Prieſts, and the De- 
vill, to whom hee went, when he went to the halter. 
The latter alſo, not ro prayer, not to God, not to 
the men of God, but to Muſicke,to the Harpe, and 
at thelaſt to the Witch of Exaor, to rhe Deuill. So 
they draue Caine to the building of Cities, think- 
ing to deceiue thoſe terrours by that imployment 
| of his minde, Thus alwaics doth the cermporarie, 
| when God ſhootes. his arrow into the (ide of his 


conſcience, flye from-him, as a dog from him that 


ſtriketh | 


— 


Gen. 4. 27. 


Reuel. 7.17, 
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God, 
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4Torenewys| Fourthly, Godly forrow worketh Repentance, a 
{ > Cor.7.10. | Change and alteration of heart, cauſing vs to hate 


| EGy 58.5, | teares, and bang down rhe head like a bulruſh for a day, 
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ſirikech him with a cudgell, and ſeckes any where 

; rather for rcliefe than at his hands : for ſuch is his 
| deſpairc, whereof he is ſwallowed vp,and ſuch is his 
| deſperate malice and hatred againſt God in this 
| caſe, that he cannot ſo much as whifper the leaſt (il- 
| lable to him. lt is otherwiſe with the eleR of God. 
Paul being fearefully wounded and confounded in | 
his minde, could yet then ſay to that God that did | 
all that vnto him, Lord,what wouldeſt rhos haue mee | 
doe? 


AQs 9. 


 {inne, and loue righteouſneſſe. And the reaſon is, 

for that in godly ſorrow the heart is moulten, and 
| wholly liquefied and diſflolued, and fo being made 
ſoft and tender, receiucth the ſtamp ang impreſle of 
Gods {pirirt. But in theſe our 7Temporaries no ſuch 
| matter . They may otherwhile ſhed a few whorſb 


with thoſe ewes : but filthy ſwine that they are, af- 
ter they hauc waſhed themiclues (in the watcrs, one | 
would haue thought of Repentaxce ) they returne 
[-preſent]y to their wallowing in the mire of their 
2 Kings 31.27. | former filthinefle. Ahab faſts and pinches his car- | 

kaſe with ſackcloath, and goes creeping and crou- 
ching; but had hee euer truely repented for oppreſ- 
{ing of poore Nabsth, would hee fo ſoone after hae 
{ fallen into the ſame ſinne of oppreſſion, in the vn- 
1Kings 23.26. | juſt impriſonment of the holy Prophet Aicaiah ; | 
where the circumſtance of the perſon oppreſſed. 
addeth weight tothe ſinne ?If it had beenetrue res | 
pentance, his hand would not ſtill haue remained! 


bloadie | 
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' ready to haue played ſome new prancke. Thus 


27pr,8 therfore commanded not to gothe next way 
to Canaen,but to goe backe againe into the defart, | 


F = 


rn ——— 


bloudy, nor his eare wvncircurciſed, to diftaſte the 
wholeſome Prophecies of faithtull Aicaiah. Eſas, 
euen inthe middeſt of his yelling, falfly accuſerh 74- 
cob his brother for coſenage, ſeeketh to hauea bleſ- 
ſing ſeueredfrom his brothers, and carrieth a vin- 
dictiue minde againſt him, purpoſing ro murther 
him. Yea Felix,when ſtrucken with the maiecſtic of 
the word in Paxls month,ſo thathe trembledagaine 
for feare, yet een then he remained the ſame couc- 
rous Felix that before:atthar very inſtant hetrem- 


| Gen. 25.3436 


AQs 24.6, 27. 


bled, he coucred , and expected a bribe of Pax/, 
when he gaue Paulſome occaſion, to expeR repen- 
rance of him. Thus alſo when Gods threatnings 


inthe miniſtery of Ao/es wrung Feares out of the 1f- 
raclites eyes, yet they could nor wring rebell;on our 
of their hearts : for being threatned to die in the 
wilderneſſe for their thoughts of returning into E- 


that ſothe denounced ſentence might be executed; 
they ſeemed much to be moued herewith, and hum- 
bled themſelues in weeping and confeſſion of their 
finnes:bur yer forall this, they would by nomeanes 
be perſwadedto obey the commandement of nor 
coing on ſtrait forward toward Canaan. The like is 
to be thought of 7#das his griefe:for all that, ſtill he 
remained the ſame old 1#das that before. There 
was not any true hatredof his ſinae wrought in his | 
heart; for then he could nothaue added murther 
to murther.Nay,if he had liued; he would haue bin 


Namb, 14.39. 
49. 


Deut, 1.40.41, 
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| 1fammeſſe, | 


of teares, though rhey water their conches, and cuen 
bathe and ſoake themſelues in this ſalr brine, yet for 
all this they remaine vnſcaſoned and vnmortified. 
Their /eopards ſpors ſtill remaine vnwaſhen, their 
Blackamores hide vnchanged. But godly ſorrow is| 
of that nature, that the ſoule once drenched, and | 
baptized with the teares thereof, receiuethſucha 
tinFure and die of grace, that willneuer after out. | 
Thereis no diſtillation of hearbes ſo precious for | 
che curing cf bodily, as this of godly ſorrowes | 
reares for the healing our ſoules infirmities. The 
aire is not fo cleared, when the cloud is diſſolued by 
raine, as the mind whenthe clouds of our iniquities 
are diſfolued by the raine of repenting teares. Theſe 
waters arethe red ſea, whercin the v. hole armie of 
our ſinnes is drowned. But for that theſe waters in 
the remporary are* bur ſhallow, and want their iuſt 
depth, therefore his ſins are not choaked, but rather 
deliciouſly batbed therein. And fo much for the 


temporary ſorrow. 
His deſires are nolefle deceitfull, Deſire is recko- 


| ſwadeft me to become a Chriſtian. But theſe deſires 


ned by Paul among the fruits or parts of repen= 
tance, And in termporarzes there ſeeme oft rimes to 
be good motions,diſpolitions; & deſires after good 
things. They inthe Goſpell, hearing the excellent. 
diſcourſe of our Sarzor, concerning the heauenly 
Manna,crycdourt, as affetedtherewith, Zord eucr- 
more giuc vs of this bread. And Agrippa was lo farre 
wrought vpon by Pasl,that heſaid, Thow almoſt per- 


f 


ofthe temporary are not ſound:For 
\ I Truedeſices are no fajxt defires, but ſuch as 


1 


make! 


— — 
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or 1die.See it in David: Like as the Hart brayeth after 


) 


The deceirfulneſſe of mans heare. 


make vsfaint;they are ſo eagerand earneſt ; likethe 
delires of couctous men, who with ehab, will be 
ſicke fortheir neighbours vineyard, they long for it 
ſo defirouſly. And therefore the Apoſile ſaith, Couet 
after ſpiritual things; yea, like the deſire of Rabel af- 
ter children,which madcher ſay, Give me children 


the riners of water,ſo doth my ſoule after thee O God. 
Andagaine,my ſoule deſireth after thee like the thirfly 
ground. But our Temporaries defires are nothingſo 
ftrong : hee doth not as God commands, epew his 
mouth widezand cannotſay with Danid, My heart brea- 
keth for defire 18 thy inagements;norwith the Church 
1 am ſicke of loue;, nor as Siſera in his naturall thirſt, 
1 die for thirſt, pine me drinke. : for this is the nature 
of ſtcong and teruent deſires, robe fo impatient of 
delay, that they commonly verific Salowons Pro- 
ucrbe, The hope that is deferredis the fainting of the 
ſoeale. Therefore our Sauiour blefleth indeed thoſe 
chat hunger and thirſt for his righteouſneſle, bur 
yet ſuch as hunger and thirft in mowrning, which 
was that he required before vnto bleſſedneſſe : the 
bleſſed defires then are onely thoſe which are ſo af- 
fettionatexthat they make the defirer to mourne,fee- 
ling his deſire nor to be fulfilled : but now our Tem- 
porary,though he deliregrace, yethe feeles no har-| 
ty griefe in the want of grace, this neuer troubles 
him,it neuer breakes his fleepe : Therefore his de- 
fires arenot right. NE UT 4G 20 
2, True deſires of good things areexceeding 
painefullandlaborious,in auoiding all hinderances, 


_  |andinvſingall goodhelps and furrherances.Ther-| 
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fore our Saujour compares them tothe natural de- 
fires of hanger,and thirſt. Now hunger,as wee ſay, 
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care his owne fleſh,rather then. to be ſtarucd. . And | 
Daxids thirſtmade him venter the:lives of his three. 


| worthies.[n-nature the concupiſcable faculry is fecon- | 
] ded with the graſezble, our deſire is backed with 


our anger; ſothat. being croſſed in our.deſires, our 
anger preſently is vp in armes, and laboureth the ' 
remoiuall of that which. crofſerh. So fire beſide its: 
lizht,whereby it de(ireth as itwere the higheſt place, 
hath alſo þ-ate,to conſume all obſtacles rhat withe 
ſtand his aſcent. But now our re-poraries deſires are 
nothing ciſe butidlezlazie, and lusking wiſhes, ſuch 
as the {luggards, whereof: Salomon thus ſpeaketh. 
The deſire of the ſlug gard ſlayeth kim : for his hands re- 
fuſe toworke, And againe;. The ſlag gard luſteth, but 
bath nowzht.\Nhytbecaufethe Lyonin the way terri- 
fieth him,the toyle of working skares him:he would 
faine hauemeat,burthe will norworke : and fo thoſe 
inthe Goſpell would faine haue the heauenly bread; 
Lord euermore gine vs of this bread but hey will nor 
as Chriſttels them,take the pains ro come vato him 
by faith for it:for God hath appointedrthatasinthe 
naturall,ſo alfo in the ſpirituall life, 2» theſweate of 
thy browes thou ſhalt lime. Bur our luggith Tempo- 
rary will none of that,he defires and defies, bur ſtill 
lieslurking in his bed, gaping and::firetching him- 
ſelfe:like the dore that turnes vpon the hunges, but 
yet hangs ſtill vpon them,it comes not offfor all che 
turnings: ſo he, for all the turning of hisheartin 


will breake cbrongh a tone wall, it will make a man |. 


| faint and weake delires, {till Hangs faſt:vpon; the: 


ts — . * 
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| hinges of his ſinnes, and.cannot. peſſibly come out 
' of the power of iniquity: ſeeing manyrubbes'in the 
' way othis delires,hehathnoſprric or courage to goe 
' about to remoue them, to breakethrough the-hoth 


ofthe ſpiricuall, Philiſtimes for thegertibg ofthe fpi-| 


' rituall waters : Hee can wiſh with Baldam,0 that my 
: ſoule might aye the death of the righteous: But hedoth 
| not alike deſire thelife of the righteous. If hee deſire 
' vertue, yer not the meanes that ſhould bring him 


in the want of it : Hell month it ſelfe, as one ſayes,is 
full of ſach ſlight and ſloathfull wiſhes. Such as were 
his in the Goſpell, that, hearing Chrits heauenly 
diſcourſe, cryed out, affeted therewith, Bleſſed 
are they that eate bread in the kingdome of God. But 
as our Sauiour there (hewes in his anſwere, they ſuf- 
fer cuery light occaſion of Farmes,Oxen, VViues to 


itte,ſo alſo itis a dijobedient deſire, that will not ſub- 
mit it ſelfe ro Gods commandement in the vſe of 
the meanes: butthe true beleeners defire is /abor onus 
and fo dstifull, ſubicRing it ſelfe to the vie of the 
meanes commanded,and as earneſtly deliring thoſe 
meanes, 2s the end. it lelte, as David, when rauiſhed 
with the meditation of the good mans bleſledneſle, 
preſently conceiued this defire;nor, O that I had 
| this bappineſle, but, © that 1 could vie the meanes 
ro bring: me tothis happinelic, 0 1ha? my wates were 
ſo directed that I'might keepe thy ſtatutes : and againe, 
my heart breaketh for aefire to thy indgements, 

3- True defires are conſtant, as in David,in the 
words-laſt mentioned, my heart breaketh for deſire 


\ 


| : H 2 to\ 


to it, and thus deliring vertue, hepines and periſhes| 


deraine chem. And fo as the Temperaries defire is an | 
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| keaue my former courſe, and ſo hee mocks God, 
| whom hee bore in hand, that he would become his 


| cenſureth thoſe good- affections which ſeemed ro 


to thy indgements alwages . The reaſon is, becauſe | 
true defires are inſatiable . The good Chriftian 

though hee haue nener ſo much grace,yer ſtill feeles 
his wants, and the more hee hath the more hee de- 
ſires, and when theſe þirituall riches increaſe ( con- 
trary to Davids prohibition in the remyporall ) hee ſets 
his heart upon them: And therefore ſtill his ſoule imi- 
rateth the horſelecches voice,thatcry,gize,give: but | 
the delires of the remporarie,though lomerimes for 

the time they may ſceme violent,yet atlength they 
vaniſh away as the morning dew; as God himlelfe 


be in the Iſraelites. The motions, and affedtions, 
which hee hath in good things, are not much vnlike 
to thoſe which the true belecuer hath ſometimesin 
euill : Fer as hee in temptation ſometimes may be 
tickled, and feele ſome pricking in his deſires to the 
way of wickednes; as once David,when he began to 
entertaine thoſe thoughts, I haue waſhed my hands 
in innocency in vaine: yet incconclufion hequenches 
thoſe thoughts, and ſo mockes Sathan, ro whom he 
made faire of coinming to him, as Dawid did,when | 
forall his beginning to yeeld,yet inthe end hecame 
in with that bf, or yer: Yet for dll that 7 ſaid ere- 
while, God is good;&c. fo this our temporary,though 
otherwhile he may haue,as we ſay, a months minde 
to godlineſle, and with 4grippe be halfe perſwaded 
to bee a Chriſtian, yer the concluſion is, I will nor 
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Cnare. VIL | 


Of the deceitsof the temporarie in the outward pra- 
diſe of Repentance. 


Fung thus deteced the deceitfulneſle of the 
L:emporaries repentance in that which is ##ward, 
this Chapter ſhall be ſpent in ſhewing the deceit of | 
that which is outward, both that which is in words, 
and in deeds : for the former,there are two ſpecials, 
wherein the rexporary deceiueth himſelfe;Confeſsion 
and Prayer. | 

1. For confeſſion, it cannotbe denyed but that it 
isa worthy ſcruice of arepenting ſinner,or elſe God 
would neuer haue promiſed ſo great a reward to it : 
if we confeſſe our ſinnes, hee is faithfull to forgine. 
lob in the large Catalogue of his good works, wher- 
with hecheered himſelfe in that heauy agonie , a- 
monegſt the reſt reckonerh the confefſhon of his ſins | 
for one, !f 1 hane hid myſumne, as did Adam Ee. And 
David hauing ſaid, take away the treſpaſſe of thy ſer- 
#ant,to make good that ſpeech, and to proue him- 
ſelke Gods feruant, he addeth, for 1haue done fooltſh- 
ly;as ſome godly learned thinke, hereby intimating 
that if he deſerued notto be called Gods ſeruant, in | 
regard of his late finne, yet, atleaſtin regard of his 
latrer ſeruice of confeſſon:yea elſewhere whenonly 
a purpoſe of confefſion conceiued by him, Gods 
care was in his heart, before his confeſſion was in his 
rongue;7 thought 1 would confeſſe my ſinne, and thou 
forgaueſt me:tor as only the'man wakened out of his 


2 Outward in 
words, 


1 Confeſſion, | 


r Tohn 1,9, 
Iob.zr.33. 

2 Sam.24.10, 
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Pt ſomnium ner- | dreame can tell his dreame, foonly the man awake- 
; ned out of his ſinnes by repentance, can truely con- 


rave VEGAS : 
fec peccata conſe. | 


teri veri pe33. | feſſe them. Wherefore howſocuer termporarics, and | 

hs : -4 : ; varegenerate men may makean outwardconteſſion Y 
' as Saul, Indes,Pharaoh and others did, yet the truth ' 
| is,there is much guile in their confefſions, | 


! 


- | 
Diſcorered be- | T.True confeſhon muſt come as we ſec inthe Pub. ' 


cauſe comes | [jcane;from a touched and troubled foulc,from that | 
neither fiom 


1. a broken, 


broken andbleeding heart of Daxid, from that mels | 
ting andrelenting heart of 7efiah : This is the ſacri- | 
fice which the Lord wil! not deſpiſe. But our temporary. 
knowes it not, the paine of the wracke onely wrings 
{the confeſſion from him, not the mercy of that | 
ij ſweet God, whom he hath offended. And therefore | 
as we ſee in Pharaoh, when he is off of the wracke, he 
| begins roſing another note,and to vnſay and call in, 
} Be in a manner,his confeſſion. 
| 2:Nor a bclce. I , 
; ving, 2.It muſt come alſo from a belecuing hearr,. lay- 
| ing hold vpon mercy : As Dan. g. 9. 1es.compaſiow 
and forginents is with the Lord,albeit we hauerebelled 
againſt him. And Ezr.10 2. We hane treſpaſſed &c. 
yet now there is hope in Iſrael concerning this,namely, 
for the forgiuenes ofthis ſinne. This the temporary 
in his. diftreſſe cannot doe. 1udas could ſay 1 hane 
ſinnea,but for hislife he could not addethoſe words 
of David, Take away the [june of thy ſeruant. Nay hee 
could not ſay that confectlion, 7 have finned,to God, | 
{ but onely to the high Priefts:for he was wholly ſwal-. 
| lowed vp of deſpaire. His repentance was a deſpe- 
rate repentance,not tempered with faithyfo as is the 
true repentance. And therefore our Sautour prea- 
Mark i.15. | ching repentance ſaith, Repent- and belcene. | 
.Con- 
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_ 3.Confeſſion muſt come from an honeft heart, 
purpoſing not to finne, thatſo with the confeſſion 


finne: He that confe{ſeth and forfaketh (that is, hee 
that in the very aQ of confeſling forſaketh) 42s finne 
ſh4ll finde mercy, T his wasthe confeſſion of that good 
Shecaniah, Exr.to0.2.3.We hang treſpaſſed, &%c. Now 


away all che wines : Bur how farre arethe tempora- 
ties from this, who when by confeſſion they haue 
ſeemed to diſgorge their ſtomackes, haue filthily 
with the dog caten vp their owne vomit againe?And 
|ſo farreare they from this purpoſe of not ſtnning, 
that they arefully ſer vpon ſinnegin confeſlingzas in 
thoſe Iſraelites,that ſaid, we have ſinned, we will goe 
vp; which was as much asif they thould have ſaid, 
we haue finned,we wil fin:for God inthe former vey. 
had forbidden them to goe vp : yea, many ofthem 
preſume to finne,becauſcof conteſſion;thinking by 
it to be caſed,as the drunkard by his vomiting:And 
though ſome of them in their good moodes,and in 
ſome of their fits, may ſeeme; when they humble 


| ment, yettheſe areno ſound, no fetled, no fincere 
& honeſt purpoſes, but {udden flathings,conceiued 
| by their deceitfull hearts, rather to auoid the judge- 
' mentseither felt,or feared, then trucly to pleaſe 
| God; and thus becauſe the heart is not rent,tege= 
| ther with the garments, therefore neither isthe {in 


"canefheyloyne not the znward waiting ofthe hart, 


\ 


' 


we may ioynealſo the confuſion and ouerthrow of | 


therefore let vs make a coucnant with the Lord to put | 


| themſelues in confeſſion, verily to purpoſe attiid- 


rent,but rather ſownſaſter together by that rending : 
of the garment,and becauſe with that penitent Pub- | | 


| 


[ 


3-Nor an ko- 
neck heart. 
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ſundens pes | with the outward knocking of the breaſt, therforethis | 
Sitiaila cxyfe. | knocking dorh nor batterin pecces, but rather con- 
lidet, Aug | folidateand more firmely compa ſinne together. | 
2. Point,which the mouth performes, is Prayer: 
| 3-Praier ciico- | nejther can it be denied but that the temporary 
uered,becaule | , ; 

may pray, and that as one would thinke, very zea- 
Luk,11.1, louſly,as no deubt but /adas did;together with his, 
fellows,all of them deſiring Chriſt ro inftrua them 
how to pray: neither onely may he doe this with 0- 
Luk.18.:o, | thers, butalſo ſolitarily, and apart by himſelfe, as 
it is ſaid,the Phariſiewent vp to the templeto pray, 
as well as the Publicane, both of them to their pri- 
uate prayers, the temple then in-regardofceremo-| 
niall holineſſe,being the place, as well of priuate, as 
of publike prayer. It may ſeeme then our zempore- 
i 77 is well : for it is onely the ſanQifying ſpirit which 
reacheth topray,who thereforeis ſtyled the ſpiric of 
| prazer,and the children of God are viſually in Scrip-!- 
rures deſcribed by this, that they call vpon the name 
of the Eord:But alas his prayers are not true praiers, 

they areturned into finne:For, 10 
Not in more!  Firltthough he may pray to our thinking (and 
gricuous trails» » 
hifownero ſometime ) very Teruently, yer as Job 
lobz7 10, | ſayes,will be pray alway ? no, in more grieuous trials 
| his heart and hopes faile him;hismourh is ſtopr, he 
is flrooke ſpeechieſſe, with the gueſt in the parable, | 
and hath not ſo muchas oneword toblefſe himſelfe 
withall, who yet lauiſhed moſt luxuriouſly in abun- 
dance of words in thetime of peace. 
» Not ſeeking | 2: 10 praier he ſeckes himſelfe,and not Gods glo- 
' Gods face, VT EET IT ett Tor Gods fauour, as for 
| their owneprofit. Whereas the property Of and 
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prayer.is that ſet downe by Salomon, if wyprople 4- 
mong whow my name is called ſhall humble themſelues 
ana pray and ſeecke my face. In praien, Geer face & fauor | 
is to be ſought aboue all other things : and therfore 

our Saujour teacheth vs both to begin our prayers 
with defireof his gloty, Hallowed be thy name,and to 
end them with giuing gloryto hin, Thive is the 
kingdom &«.But the temporary is not thus holily ca- 
riedin his praiers with-the refpe&t of Godsglory, 
with Aoſcs & Paul preferring itto his ownfſaluation, 
but with Selfe-reſpe#s,and thoſe very baſe; as may 
eaſiſy appeare by theſe two things : 1,his praters are 
more zealous and ferueticwithothers,thenalone by 
himſelfe:whereastheychemency: ofa true Chriſtian 
is then greateſi,vhen he is ſhut-vp in his cloſer, and 
hath God onely to be witneſle of it.- This ſhewes, 
that prideandvaine-glory ſway him, not any true 
zealeto.Godsglory; 2. after praier he hath no care 
20 returne thanks:as in the nincleapers,which cried, 


as loudas the tenth, Jeſ# hawe mercy, but returned 
not with him to giue thanks for their health; which 
ſhewed, they fought themſeluesonly in their praier, 


and nothingeſtcemed theloue of Chriſt. Thirdly, 
he makes praierthe end ofpraier;he praies to pray, 
hereſts in his prayer, and doth notin good fadnzs 
| ve his prayer as a meane. to preuaile again{F his 
' innes; he praies idly,and lazily,and doth nottoge» 
ther with his lippes inpraying, moue his hands, in 
indeuouring forthat hepraies;according as Salomey | 
directeth,coupling together praier to God and owr 
owne endeauour, if thew call for knowieape, and crie 
| for underſtanding, if thou ſeeke her as ſuuer and ſearch 


far | 
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Conf} i1b,8. In 
exordrn advleſ- 
centie pelieram 
a te caſtitatem, 


et dixcram,da 
mii continez- 
tiam, ſed nals 
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malcbain,quam 
evtingui, 
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Pal, 11945.6.7. 


et continentian, | 


'ſticthe leaſt of his fingersrohelpe himſclfc;yea,and 
| tholet 


| for ber as for treaſure.Lo,together with right crying 
and calling inpraier,there muſt be ſecking,andſear- 
 ching inthe vicof the meanes:elſe we doc but mock 
' God,and our {eſtes much more, it we pleaſe our 


( ſelues in fuch praicrs. And thatwhich Salomon ſpea- 


: keth ofother idle ralkegwil be crucofthe vaine prate 
tic of ſuch flothtul praters,1zall labour there is abun- 
dence, bnt the tatke of the lippes onely bringeth want. 
We ſhall till remaine pooreand beggarly in ſpiri- 
cuall things,voleſſc-our hands beftirre chem,and la- 
bour together with our mouthes, vnleſle we rife vp 
from our prajers with a ſetſed purpoſe to buckle our 


prayed the Lord, thathiswaies-inight be:dircted 
to keepe Gods ſtatutes, and haginforced this prayer 
by certainearguments,he thus ended it,7w:li keeps 
thy ſtatutes; whereas the temporary beleeuer feeles 
no Wuch fruit of praier, but rather ayes ſecretly, I 
will lie in my {1nnes ſtil,againſt which Ihaue praied, 
| will breake thy ſtatutes , which I prayed I might 
'keepe. Much like to S, As/ten, that before his con- 
' uerſion praiedto GodTor chaſtity and continency, 
| bur yet was afraid, as he writes of himſelfe, leaſt 
od {houla heare his praier too ſoone, defirous ra” 
[ther to haue his luſt ſarisfied, then extinguiſhed, 
| Such kind of mindes haue the vnregeneratein their 
 praiers,ſtill theylone rheir finnes, and would not for 
all rheirralke, leauerhem by their good wils. And 
therefore doe they ſo neere reſemble himin the fa- 
{ble,that when his carr ſtucke in the mire, called vp- 
on his God for helpebur yer lay till, and would not: 


— - -. 


ſelues roour bufineſſe;. As Danid after thathee had | 


= 


thoſe alſo that in their ſacrifices for health did rio- | 
rouſly banquet againft health : for while they pray 
againſt, they play and. ſport. 'themſcjues in their 
| linnes. G 

| Now for that which is reall in the outward pras ws — 
ile of repentance, namely the reformation of life, | 11te. 
1] the remporary allo may ſeeme'to attaine hereunto. z | 
for in the Goſpell the vncleane ſpirit is ſaid to beegf | Math-13. 
out of him, which is to be vnderſtood- in regard of 
outward reformation of his life, in; that hee lea- 
veth his former ſcandalous courſes' of drunken- 
neſſe,vncleanneſſe, ſwearing, lying, open contempr | 
of holy things 8&c.and conformeth himſelfe to ſome 
more ſober and ciuill cariage.Burt yet this reforma- 
rion is deceitful,or clſc the vncleane ſpirit could not 


| 


into the party thus reformed, ſo that his latter end | fl 


i ſhould become worſe than his beginning. Now the de- 
ceit here is this,thar our temporarie.taketh his Que- 
ward abſtinence from {inne for true reformation 
which vnieſle it proceed from the inward forſaking: 
isnaught worth, There muſt be abhorring. of ſinne, 
as well as ab/taining;loathing as well as leaving intrue 
reformation. A rtheefe when he:is manacled, can- 
not ſteale, he abſtaines outwardly : and yer happh 
ly hath a theeuiſh minde till. And a chained Lyon | 
though he abſtaine from, deuouring,..yer hee hazh! 
| his lyoniſhnature ſtili;he hath not left that, Many 
| leaue their ſinnes in like. manner being reſtrained 
| by teare,ſhame;and ſuch like reſpeRs, Their hearts 
{till delight, andtickle theroſglves in thethoughts | 
of thoſe{innes.But true reformation: of ligne muſt 
| Pro. 


| 


A 
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ſoeaſily re-enter with ſexcy worſe ſpirits than kimſelfe | Proued deceit. | 


A OE DO CT ANCE" $508 vat + > gran re SO T9. 


| 108 


IO IS” FRE. 202 


"The deceirfulneſſeof mans beare 


Plal.trg.tot. 


Deverbu Apoft. 
ſerm,21,Lupus 
venit ad onile 0. 
Hium ,querit in- 
uaderejiugu are, 
dewnrare:vigi- 
lant Paſbures, 
latrant Canes, 
nihil poterit , wn 
aufert, nan oc- 
cidit : ſed tamen 
lupus venit,lu* 
fre redit, Nun: 
quid quia owem 
non tulit, ideo 
lupus venit, v7 


out redit ? lurus 


venit ſremens, 
lupus redit tre- 
mens, lupus eſt 
tamen (& fre. 


mens ex tremens, 


{ proceede from' the hatred: of ſinne,, and from the 
| loue of Gods law forbidding ſinne, as Danzds did. 
' Thane refrained ſaith he;fromenery evil way; but why 
did he ſo? vpon what ground ? to what end ? chat 1 
might keepe thy word. It was that loue of the law 
which he had ſo pathetically a little before profel- 
{ed;0h bowp loge 1 thy law'! this was itthat made him | 
co refraine from finne, his afftetion toward the 
word : and this was that hee propounded to him- 
ſelfe in abſtaining -from ſinne , in diſpleafing his | 
owne corruptionto'pleaſe thelaw, to obey the law. 
The Wolfe, ſaith Auſten, comes to the ſheep-fold, 
«witha purpoſe to kiil and cate: But the ſheep- 
*heards they watch,the doggesthey barke, hee can 
*doenothing, he'takes away nothing, hee kils no- 
«thing. Yetas he comes,ſo he goes away,a Wolte. 
«hat, becauſe hee worried, and tooke away no 
| <(hzepe, therefore he was a wolfe onely in his com- 
' ming, and a fheepe in his returning ? No, the 
*wolfe comes furious, returnes fearefull, and yet 
«a wolfe as well in his feare, as in his fury. And ſo 
are many as wicked in their fearefull abſtaining 
| from finne,as intheir boldand firious committing 
| of ſinne. Some allo are diſabied by age, and yet it 
| doth them good to remember their former wic- 
| kednefſe, and co incourage others to the ſame. If; 
' bare leaving ofcheoutward/a&t wereenough, then | 
' theſe allo were reformed, Others alfo ſurceaſe from; 
ſomeſinne, becauſe a contrary vice hath _ 
rule and poſſeſhon of them; -as when the prodigall 
man becomes couetofis. 1s hereany true reforma- 
tion of prodigality *Ochers againe are _— 
ted: 
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ted in.the praiſe of one ſinne, by reaſon ſome 0- 
ther ſinne diyerts them another way, as thoſe mel- 
ſengers did Sau! from purſuing David. As thus, a 


being ſtronger, make him leaue nis baſe, couetous 
niggardize. A man is giuen to incontinency; bur 
his pride and feare of diſhonour,carrying a greater 
ſway with him, bridle his luſt. A man is wickedly 
angry with his brother, but yet couctouſneſle hath 
a greater hand ouer him, then anger, therefore 
there is a gift in ſecret given him, hee is pacified. 
Heere Couctouſneſſe controles and checkes,and re- 
formes Anger: Will you call this a reformation? no 
this isnothing,when one z3rant overcomes another, 


but when the lawfull X72 ouercomes him:notwhen 


one corruption preuaileth againſt another, but when | 


grace preuaileth againſt itz when though there were 
no other reſtraint, yet ones owne ſanCtified heart 
would reftraine and cauſe one to ſay witl Joſeph, 


| How can 1ape this, and ſinne againſt God ? otherwiſe, 


ſpace of time that was betwixt the murther of Yriah 


ted.nor till Nathay came and rouzed hins. Excel- 


—_—— 


to delift the outward act,can yeeld but poore com- 
forr to aſſure vs that wee haue repented. David had 
left the finnes of murther and adukery for all that 


and Nathays comming.to him, whica was a yeere 
almoſt, hee did nor ftill adde one murther to ano- 
ther, or one adultery to another, he did not all that 
while fall co it afreſh; bur yet for all that hee repen- 


lently Salomon, By the feare of the Lord men depart 


from exill: ſhewing, that whereſocuer the true feare 
of Gotl is wantiag, there is no true departing from | 
| .cuill 


man is couetous, but yet ambition and vaine-glory, | 


Gen, 39.9.' 
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| V VE haue examined the two former grounds, 


euill, chough-the-outward aQ of cuill be forborne. 
T herefore when the godly are deſcribed by abſtai- 
ning trom euill , withail the true ground of their 
abſtavning 1s ſer downe : As Ecelef.9. 2. when the 
wicked man is ſer out to be. 4-fwearer, the godly | 
man by way of oppoſition is ſaid, not. {imply nor 
to ſweare, but to feare ax eath: to ſhew that wicked | 
men may refraine {wearing,but not out of any feare | 
of Gods commandement, This is proper onely:to | 
the godly: So Prox, 15. 27. the godly are fer out 
not ſimply by their nor receiving gifts, but by has 
ting of gifts; to ſhew that therefore they receive 


not with the hand, becauſe they hate them wich |. 
their heart. 


-_——— — 


Cnar. VIII 


_ Of the deceitfulneſſe of the T emporaries obedience. 


2. His cbedi- 


whereupon the Temporary buildeth his opi>| 
nion of himſelfeto be the childe of,arid diſcoucred | 
the deceitfulneſſe. of them both ,namely his faith, 
and repentance : It remaineth now that-wee ſhould 
doe the like to his third ground, namely his obedl- 


lence, and fo diſmiſſe him, | | 


Obedience is twofold; AFine, in \doingebiat which | 


CNCT, 


r. AQtine, diſ- 
coucred. | 


God commandeth : Paſine, in ſuffering that which | 


'God inflicteth. And the temporary may ſeeme to 


haue borh theſe. 
I.; For Actiue, the T emporary belecuer may goe | 
arrei 


———_——_— 
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farre. There'is no outward good worke, whicha | 
true beleeuer can dor; bur the Temporary may 
doc italſo, and that in ovrward appearance with 
as great ſpirit and zeale as-the''true beleeuer :-as 
in /<hu, who did not ionely execute Gods'iudge- 
ments vpon Ahab, and his houſe, and deſtroyed | 
Baall,and his Prieſts, but did: this (as others and- 

bimſelfe thought) with great zeae, and in the 

heate of godly indignation; 1oi that ,.to the out-! 

ward eye. little difference be<twecne the ſpirit of Je-| Mart: 6.20, 
he,ia his reformation, nd of 19/74 in his. So Herod | 1 Sm. 14. 10. 
renerenced-/ohn,and did many things inobedience| * 329-32: 
ta his do&rine. Solikewiſe did Sawlreuerence $4- 
mucl,thew.great humility in hiding himſclte, when 
to be'King, and afrerhewas King, great zeale and | 
| courage in reuenging the-caule of thoſe Jabeſh a- 
gaipft Aahaſþ,in fighting the bartels of the Lord a- 
| gainſt che Philiſtims, and in deftroying of Witches; 
great. mercy'alſo .and moderation in ſparing. and 
| forgining thofe wicked people that deſpiſed him, 
&c.yer;for all rihis,his end was fearetull, God zooke 
away his mercy: from him. And therefore the obe- 
dience that ſeemsto be in this kinde- of men.is de- 
ceitfull;cl{e: God wouldnor,as he threatnerh by the | Exck.18 24. 
Prophet, bot it our, who according to Nehemiahs | NÞm13. 4. 
prayer wipes nvt outany of the.good ſeruices of his | 
childreys::5. oft Le iti ipaut} ItGN 4:5] 

- Thar this-deceitfulneſle may the berrer.appeare, | By the notes 
let vs examine Our: Zemporaries obodience by the | $f ric obedi- 
notes of. tiug.obediences whichare: ſpecially three, | ** 
ſmeerity, ynuer/ality,and aſetied.canſtancy; «. - 
| - x<Sinceriigawr anal boſe and-by-refpedt 5 laid a- |'x Sinccrity, 


{ide, ' 


1 Sam.rr.6.7. 

I Sam. 13.8 14 

I Sam.19.197. 
& 11.13, 
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» Sam, 7.15, 
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cleered-. 


Terem 4.4.cX- 
pounded, 


Pfal.1 19.94» 
explaineds 


Aug.inPſal, 
118.1s/ibro 
ſapientie loqus. 
tur iſa ſapien- 
tia, Querent me 
mal: ex nn in. 
wenient quia 0: 
derunt ſafients- 
am,.Quod quid 
eft alind quam 
oderunt me? 
Quom:cde igitur 
dicuntar querere 
quod oderunt, - 
wiſt quia non 


hec, ſed alind ibi 


querunt? 
Gen.28,8,9. 


Pal.119.3. & the delire of his glory that ſwaies with vs. Bleſſed 


j {clues,the thing ſpecially we aretoaymear is obedi- 


burmith the. poſtcrity of //azeet «. Meſes noteththe 


fide ,onely the conſcience of Gods commandement 


are they that keepe his teſtimonies (faith the Prophet; 
but becauſe there may be much guile in keeping,he 
addes,,nd ſceke him with their whole heart. he true 
keepingof the Teſtimonies is when wee ſecke God, 
and nor ourlſclues,in keeping; when,as Jeremy ſaics, 
we be circumciſed to the Lord, that is, in reſpe& of 
Gods commandement,and not the Magiſtrates, as | 
it is with too too many.. Hence: that phraſe (which 
is ſo frequent with the Prophet)of ſecking Gods com- 
mandements,1 amthine, ſaue me : for 1 ſeeke thy pre- 
cepts. Which implicth chus much, that all that we 
areto ſcek in our obedience,and the preceprtsthem- 


ence itſcife to. the precepts : Bur Gods precepts 
may ſay to the Temporarzes , yee ſeeke nor vs but. 
your ſelues. As Chriſt ſaidto ſome of themye ſecke 
me becauſe of the loaues. Some Pre. 1.28. arcſaid to. 
ſecke God, and yerofthe ſame men it is ſaid in the | 
next verſe, thatthcy hated the knowledge of God : | 
how can they be ſaid to ſceke thatwhichthey hate 2 
but that they ſought not God ſincerely, bur onely 
for their owne eale ſake, tobe deliuered'out of their 
trouble, and fo indeed they ſought not God but | 
themlelues, For all theirobedience is eyther ſleviſh 
or mercenary; ſometimes it is theobcdience of the 
bondſlaue Jometimes of the hirelinp, alwaies. baſe, | 
corrupted with fome wrie and wrong confiderati- 
on or other. Sometimes the feare of rap workes it, 
as in Eſays marrying nolongerwith the Cavenrites; 


ground| 
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ground of ittohaue been the conſideration of his 
| Fathers diſtaſte of his Canaenitt/h wiues.Sometimes 
 againe the feare of Gods indgements, as of the 
 racke of an accuſing conſcience, of the torments of 
' hell fire,&c. this holdeth vs to it. But heere that 
| which the Apoſtle ſpeaketh concerning Magiſtrates 
| lawes that we eught to be ſubieR, not onely for 
| wrath, namely of the Magiſtrate, and the puniſh- 
| ment which thatwrath may inflict, but for conſci- 
| exce ſake,is true much more in Gods lawes, that we 
| ought to performe obedience not ſo much for 
wrath, nonot for Gods owne wrath, and the pu- 
niſhinent it will inflit , but though there wereno 
hell, yea chough there were no heauen, of very 
conſcience, becauſe the Lord God hath comman- 


vpon hope of ſome good, that hereby may accrue n- 
to him, as profit, praiſe, and ſuch like. And here 
chat deprauation of Sathan hath his truth; Dorh 7ob 
| ſerue God for nought?dothSaulloue God fornought? 
| NO it is fora Kingdome, Doth eh# root out Ahabs 
| race for nought?no itis to confirme himſelfe in the 
kingdome. Doth hedeſtroy Ball for nought ? no 
it is for glory in the world, that he may erake,and 
call vp good /onadab to applaud him and his zeale. 


| decetueſt thy ſelfe /eþs, itis for thy ſe/fe. Therefore 
God ſajes afterward by the Propher, 1 will viſit the 
bloud of Izreell pon the houſe of 1ehu.Though itwere 
ſhed by Gods owne appeintment, yet becauſe 7- 
| bs obeyed not Gods commandement, ſo much as 
his owne ambicionand pride inthe ſhedding there- 


Come and ſee what zeale Thane for the Lord. Thou 


ded vs. Otherwhile againe the Temporary obecycth | 


4 
Gen.28.8.9, + 


Rom, I 3.5. 
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Eſay I.I2, 


| Ezech 7.5. 


of; therefore God will not punifh it as diſobedience, 
nor reward it as obcdience. So likewile, though 
God commanded the burnt offerings, the new 
Moones,&c. yet he asketh the Texes, who required | 
theſe things? becaule it was: not the conſcience of 

Gods commandement that moued them to per- 
forme thoſe ſeruices. And againe, have yes faſted to 
me to me faith the Lord, becauſe it was not any. 
trueregard of Gods word that cauſed them to faſt. | 
Obedience inthe word-is compared to fruit, and. 
the doing of good workes is called the bringing 
forth of fruit. Now fruic comes of ſeede : Secde 
muſt firſt be receiued of the ground, before it can 
yeeld vs any corne. This ſeedeis the word,the com- 
mandement of God. Firſt, wee muſt recciue this 
ſeede beforewe can bring forth any fruit : ficft wee | 
muſt heare the word,and by faith apply vnto, and | 
vrge vponourſelues the commandement,and then 
obcy: Obedience without reſpe@ of Gods word is 
but wilde Oars;ir growes of itſclfe, there was no feed | 
ſown to bring forth this fruit, and thereforcir is not ' 
good. And fuch is the obedience of the temporary ; 


|he heares notthe word though it ſpeake ro. him ;; 


neither doth he doe that he does as tothe word;the 
wordindecd requires of him that he does, buthe | 
does is not as hearing hitmſelfe requeſted by the 
word, but rather by his owne corruption. If God 
had asked 7ehn concerning his deſtroying of 4habs 
poſterity, Baals Pricſts and worſhip, who required 
this at thy hands, he might truely haue anſwered, 


vaine-glory ambirtion,pride,policy. And here is the 
firſt deteQion of the Temporaries obedience, 


2.Note 
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2. Note of true obedience is varzerſality. And 
this neceſſarily ſpringeth from the former : for if o- 
bedience be ſincere, that is, if it be performed onely 
becauſe of Gods commandement,it muſt needes be 
wniuerſall, roone commandement as well as to ano- 
ther : for there isthe ſame diuine authority binding 
the conſcience in one as in another. And therefore 
truly is it ſaid, whatſoeuer is done for God's cauſe is done 
equally,becauſe the ſame God that commaunds one 
precept, commaunds aiſo the other, Hence is that 
| of Tames, be that breaketh one commanaement is puil- 
ty of all; for the law is wholly copulatine : So thar, as 
where many friends are linked together in a ſure 
bond of friendſhip, if you offend one of them, you 
offend all, all the reſt will intereſt themſelues in their 
friends quarrell; ſo is it with the commandements, 
| they are ſo knit and chained together, that when 


take it's part, and to enter into Gods Courttheir a&i- 
on of treſpaſſe againſt vs. Hence it was, that when 
| ſome of the [ſraclires had broken the fourth com- 
; maundement in going out to ſecke Manna on the 
| Sabbath, God challenged them for breaking of all 
' his commandements, How long refuſe ye t9 keepe my 
| commandements? And Ezekiel reckoning vp many 
' abhominattions, faſteneth the imputation of all of 
: them ou him that had actually offended in one only. 
| Ir is a remarkeable place, and therefore I will ſet 
| downethe wordsat large. If he beet a fonne that is a 

Thiefe, or a ſhedder of bloud, if he doe[ any one of theſe 
things |though he do wot all theſe things,but either bath 


one is violated, all the reſt are ready as it were to | 


ty. 


| 
j 


Qgioquid prop. 
| ter Dean fit ©. 
| qualiter fit, 
| Author eperis 
| ImaperfetTi in 


Math.how.45. 


þ 


| Exod. 16,28, 


Ezcch.18.70, 
I1,13,12, 


eaten upon the mountaines ,or defiled bis neighbors wife. 
| - T2 or 


| 
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| ox oppreſſed the poore &4c. ſhall he line ? He ſhall not line. | 
Seeing he bath done | all theſe abhominations, ] he ſhall 
aye x 3 death. Here he faith all : and yer betore hee 
ſaid one onely, becauſe breake one and breake all, keepe 
one truely and heartily, and keepe aff. Whence it is | 
that ſome one good action hath bleſſedneſle aſcri- 
bed to it, as the making of peace, Math. 5. becauſe of 
this concatenation of the commandeinents, and the 
yertues therein commaunded, that a man cannot 
keepe one, but hee muſt keepe the reſt; hee cannot | 
haue one grace,but heemuſt alſo haue another. For 
there is a double both keeping and breaking of the 
commandements ; habityall and awall. Habituall 
in the preparation, purpoſe, deſireand diſpoſution of the 
heart : Ad#uall in the outward deed. Now howſo- 
cuer hethat breakes one, breakes not all a&Fually;yet 
| breaking that one hab;z#ally, hee breakes them all 
habitually; his heart ftands alike affeQed to breake 
any of the reſt, and whenſoeuer occaſion ſhall ſerue, 
he will breake them, And howſocuer he that keepes 
one, keepesnor all aFrally; nay hee thatkeepes moſt 
| breakes all 4zally; yet hee that keepes one com- 
mandement habitzally, thar is, in the purpoſe and in- 
clination of his heart,he keepes them all in the ſame 
{ manner, his heart ſtands honeſtly diſpoſed to the 
| keeping of the reſt; he may ſay with Daxid, Ay heart 
is prepared. Sothat it may berrucly ſaid, the wicked 
} doe breake'euen thoſe commandements they keepe, 
| thatis, they breake inregard ofthe fieneſſe and pre- 
paration of their hearts,thoſe they keepe ſometimes | 
outwardly : And ſo inthe ſame ſort, The godly keep 
thoſe commandements which aCtually they breake. 


—Q uw. 
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The beſt of Gods children are often ouertaken 
1 with diuers ſinnes, and with ſome one more than 
with another , and fo faile more in the breach of 
ſome commandement then of another:yerſtillthey 
keepe that commandement in regard of the ben; 
and affeRion of their hearts, they conſen; with Paul 
ro the laweuen in that commandement they moſt 
breake, that it is holy and good, Now when wee ſay 
true obedience is catholique and vniver/all, the kee- 
| ping of all the commandements,it isto be vnder- 
| ſtood of this habitzall obedience, when with Daxid 
' we looke towards or haue reſpect to them all. Lothen 
| the deceit of the Temporaries obedience. Though 
| they doe many things as Herod and 1udas; yetthey 
live inthe habrtxall breach of ſome one commande- 
ment at leaſt, As Herod in the habituall breach of 
the ſeauenth commandement,in his znceſt : Judas in 
the habituall breach of the eight, in his covetouſneſſe, 
Their hearts were ſet onthoſe ſins, and they drunke 
them in as the fſh doth water. They hated thoſe 
| good commandements of the Lord, that forbade 
| thoſe ſinnes, and could have wiſhed with all their 
| hearts there had becne no ſuch commandements: 
which ſhewed thar euen in thoſe commandements 
they kept , as Herod in hearing John, Judas ChriZ, 
their obedience was rotten and vnſound, and with- 


ſame God that bad Herod reunerence 7oþns* miniſte= 
rie in the ſecond commandement, bad him alſo 
poſſeſſe his veſſel in holines and honour,in the ſeauerith. 
And if conſcience had made him loue the ſecond 


1 


out all regard of Gods commandement 3 for the|- 


commandement, ſurely it would not let him haue|. 
I 3 hated 


Rom.7, ſs, 


Pal.1nrg.s. 


—_— tt. 


( 116 
FS pnnty—— 
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2 Pet. 2, 14, 


| 
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hated the ſeauenth commandement. So ladas,if he 


| doth his trade. Bur indeede the zerporary doth not | 


— 
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had truely hated other ſtnnes, becauſe they were 
ſinnes, hee could nor then haue loued, and ſo liued 
in couctouſneſle. Ard if Gods feare had made 7chw 
put downe Baals worſhip, hee would not then haue | 
ſtill retained /er8b0ams calves; the ſame God forbid-: 
ding both, Let the zemporarie then marke himfeltc 
well, and hee ſhall finde that in ſome point or other | 
hee hath a d;/enſarorie conſcience with Gods word. 
And as rogues vnder hedges without the Magi- 
ſtrates, ſo hee can make licenſes to himſelfe without 
Gods warrant, to continue in this or that ſinne. 
Whereby his prophane contempr of God is mani- 
feſtly hewrayed, and his obedience in other things 
conuinced to be no obedience ro God, but to man, 
or to hiaiſelte, or to that reſpeR, whatſocuer it is, 
that drew it forth. 

3 Note of truc obedience is ſet!ed conſtancy when 
as the Scripture ſpeaketn, we walke in the comman- 
dements of the Lord,and exerciſe our ſelues therein; | 
as the wicked are ſaid tobe exerciſed in courtouſneſſe, 
in that they conſtantly follow it as the Artificer 


walke in theſe waies, as doth the honeſt trauailour 
in the broad high-way, but onely like to the thiete 
comes frisking and croffing ouer them. His obedi- | 
ence isFfike the true Chriſtians d:obedrence, which is 
not ſetled and rooted, but onely for a fitte. The 
good Chriſtian quickly remembers himſelte, and 
returnes to his courſe of godlineſſc, when through 
diſtemper hee hath begun to ftray : and ſo the zems- 


{ porarie chriſtian as quickly returnes to his intermit- 


red 


——_— 


—_—— 


| * Thedeceirfulnefſeof mans heart. 


ted wickedneſſe, when ſometimes he chances to 
ftamblevpon deuotion. His obedicnceis a moody and 
paſſionate obedicnce;ſoone forgor, It is like to Sanls 
affe&ion to Dauiagzwhen the emll ſpirit comes vpon 
him, then that religion which beforeche ſeemed to 
make ſomuch of, ſhall be runne through withthe 
ſpeare of groſſe and wilfull diſobedience. He doth 
not,neither can he cleaue to the Lord with full purpoſe 
of heart; as the trve belecuer. 

Andſomutch for his aize obedience: Now for 
Paſime in ſuffering, we would thinke it ſtrange,if 
the remporary belecuer might go ſo far as to ſuffer 


| Peter ſpeake in the name of all his fellowes, and ſo 
of 1ades when he ſaid, Mefter we hane for/akew all and 
fokowed thee? Did not Judas leaue his calling inthe 
world,whatſocuer ic was, and did he not negleRall 
other meanes & poſſibilities of his lively-hood and 
cleaue onely to Chriſt for three yeeres ſpace , be- 
ing partakerwith him in his ſufferings ? So did De- 
nas and Alexander with Paul ; and yet both after- 
ward became fearefull 4peſtates,inlomuch as Alex- 

ander (of being perſecuted) turned a perſecutor, 
and thatof him, who before had turned of a,perſe- 
cuting Iew,a perſecuted Chriſtian; for S. Paul wri- 
teth of him, that by putting away 4 good conſcience be 
had ſhipwratked the faith, that he had done him much 
exil,that he withſtood bis preaching fore, that he blaſ- 
phemed 7he ir#trh; and yet we (hall nd in the AZts, 
that-in Paxls cauſe he was very neer vnto mariyrdom: 
when he was violently dragged forth and caſt asa 
| preyto the teeth of thoſe raging Epheſians. Aicolas 
5. the 


for the truth. But it is a plaine caſe he may. Did not | 


— 


AQs 11.32. 


2 Paſſſue, 
ſhewed to be 
in them, 


Math.1y9.27. 


1 Tim.1,19.10 


2 Tim,4.14.15 


Ads 19-22. 
Nam qui mar- 
t yrio propinqaus 
&-c.Caluin, 
Adas6s, 


Ks 
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v1 | the deacon ioyned himſelf cothe perſecuted Church, | 
and yet afterward became a ring-leader & the head | 


of a horriblewickednefle : for of him were thoſe Nz- | 


Reucl-2-25- | colaitans,S.1obn ſpeaketh of, ſo called, The like we 
may ſee in Anarias and Saphira, that were content 
to ſelltheir whole eſtate,and to giuehalfe of ittothe. 
Church,& yet bur hypocrites: yea Auſten thinketh, | 
as we ſhewed before,that hypocrites may ſuffer mar-. 
 tyr dome. lf it be obiected,that Chriſt ſaies theſe ter- 
poraries are offended and go back when perſecution com- 
meth becauſe of the word, & therefore that they can- | 
not goe thus far as we ſay; I anſwer, that is to be, 
vnderſtood of one kind of the temporaries, namely, 
thoſe that are noted out by the ſtony ground ; and 
nototthe ſecond ſort of Temperaries, which are re- 
preſentedto vs by the thorny groun®; for the veric i 
riſe our Sauiour victh in that parable muſtneeds im- 
ply that as the oxy ground went beyond the high-! 
| way , ſo the thorzy goes beyond the fony; which | 
cannot be otherwiſe then in this, that the thornic 
| grounds fruit can well endure the hear of the ſunne, 
and is not periſhed that way, as was the ſtonie 
| grounds, but onely by her owne thornes. Of this 
fort of Temporaries was Indas, Alexander & the relt | 
aboue named, in whom the good ſeede was over- 
| throwne, not by the parching ſunne of perſecution, 
which in ſome meaſure they endured, bur by rhe 
choaking thornes of couetouſnes, ambition, and fuch | 
like corrupt affe&ions. The temporary belecuer 
then may proceede thus farre to ſuffer : bur as yer 
Pauitelleth the Galathians,iz vaine,becauſc he fuf- 
fererh nor ſincerely, and with a good mind : fos 
he 
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ſelfe,and his owneearnall affeRions, according to 
our Sauiours direction giuen to ail ſuch, whom hee 
calleth tobe his Diſciples. 1f any mas, ſaith he, will 
be my Diſciple, ke muſt denie himſelfez and take vp the 
croſſe. It is not enough ſimply to rake vp the crofſe, 
but firſt he muſt deny himſclfe, and ſo take vp the 
Croſſe. But the temporary ſeckes himſelfe in taking 
vp the croſſe, They are his owne proude , ambi- | 
tious,vain-glorious, couctous affections,that make | 
him ſtoope to take vp the croſls. The fruit of the 
thorny ground is able indeed to beare the heate of . 
the Sunne, andis notconſumed therewith, as the | 
ſtony grounds : butwhats the reaſon ? becauſe the 
thornes couering it doe fenſe off the Sunne, And 
whats the reaſon our thorny Temporary is ſo ready 
ſometimes to run himſclfe into the bryers of perſe- 


other is aſpxr in his {ide ? Marke the beſt of the 
Temporaries in their ſufferings,and you ſhall ſee, that 
| for all the thornes of perſecution, wherewich the 
{ aduerſaries prickethem, they {till continue prick- 
ingtheir owne ſoules with the thornes of coue- 
touſnefle, pride, and vaine-glory. Theſe thornes 
prickes tem forwardto the ſuffering of the other 
thornes; as in 1udas, helooked one day for a good 
day, he hoped to have no meane place in Chriſts | 
temporall kingdoms, and withall in preſent he felr 

the ſweet of carrying the bagge. He carried che 
| Croſſe on his backe, that he might carry the bazge in 

{ his hands. The delight and comfort hetooke in lic- 


king his agers after the receipt of the almes, made 


him 


— — — 


he that ſuffereth aright,muſt ſuffer in denyallof him- | 


cution, but that the thorne of ſome wicked luſt or | 


Math, 16. 24+ 


Bur yet deceit- 
full. 


—_ 


- 
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him willingly indure the little painof his backe.The 

| bag in the hand wasa ftaffe and prop to vphold his 
backe from ſinking vnderthe burchen of the Crofle. 

The ſweetneſle, not of Geds /onc ſhed imto bis beart, 
but of mans lone ſhed into his hands, was that which 
allayed the ſourenes ofthe creſſe. So with others, 
the coole winde'not of Goes, bur of mens praiſes, is 
chat which refreſheth them in the skorching of this 
Sunne, and maketh them with ſome comfort beare 
the heat of the day. 7 hongh 1giue my body to be burned. 
ſaith Paul,aud hane not lone, I have norbing. Inſinue 
| ating that men may burne their bodies,as he burnt 
Dianaes Temple of (elte-loue, of loue, of glory and 
fame inthe world, and not of any true leue to 
God,or his Church. Let vs not then pleaſe our | 
ſelues ouer-much, ifwe haue ſuffered ſomething | 
| forthe truth, becauſe cuenin ſuffering, the hearr is | 
| deceitfull; bur ſearch we our owne hearts, and ſce. 
whether, as the 4dzer/eris perſecutes the new mas | 
in vs, ſowethence take occaſion to perſecute the 
old man in our ſelues : whether we turne the ſword, 
thruftat vs to kill the life of grace, to the opening 
of our impoſtumes : whether, as it were by one 
|nayle driuing out another, wee vſc the rhornes the | 
perſecution, as meanes and medicines againſt the j 
thornes of courtouſueſſe and worldlineſſe. It is an ill 
figne, when we can bearethe worlds yoke mmperſecu- 
2 11.31% \e;ou,and yet attheſametime,not endure Gods yoke 
in 9207trfication. Againe, examine we the ground | 

{andend of our ſuffering, whether we can truely ſay | 

'with Paul and the Pſalmift,The loue ofChriſt conflrai- 

; neth : for thy ſake we are killed, and ſuffer all wy 


1 Cor-I$, 


————_———_—_— ere 


2 Cores. I 8. 
Pſal. 44-22. 


ts tat. 
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others may be forced by the feare of Gods iudge- 
ments threatned againſt them that deny the truth, 


far the elefFs ſake : for as we hane ſhewed, couctoul- | 
neſſe, pride, and vaine-glorie ſetteth many on this | 
worke. And, which is not all out ſo bad, happily | 


But then, as God ſaid oncetothe lewes inthe mat- 
cer of faſting, haue yee faſted ts mee ?lohere alſo may 


red fer me? And whenweſh:)l begin totell Chrift of | 
ſuch kinde of ſutferings, and to ſay with Peter, wee | 
hawe left all and followed thee, hee may twit vs with 
the ſameanſwere wherewuhall hee then pinched 74- 
das, whom Peter included in the generality of his 


at 


| 


they haue ſuffered for Chriſt, it hath not beene for 


ſpeach, Whoſeeucr ſhall forſake houſes, lands, &%. for 
wy #ames ſake, ſh-ll receiae an hundred fold. But In> 
das,and fo all other ;emporary belecuers, whatſocuer 


bis ſake, but for their owne. Therefore their ſuffe. j 
rings haue beene deceitfull: and as they would 
haue deceived Chri/t by them, ſo aſſuredly 
Chrif (hall deceive themyin diſappoints | 

ing them of their hoped 


for reward. 
he 


hee ſay to vs in the matter of ſuffering, hane ye ſuffe- | 


Mac.1g 27.28. 


a 
- 
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| CHar.1X. 


Of the deceit of the heart in iadging our ſelues better | 
then wee are. 


+. Deccirthat Ndoftheſecond deceit ofthe heart, in judging | 
our good is of our perſons,fo much : The third followeth. | 
benerthenit | Andthar is, when wee iudge our ſclues ro be better | 
T then indeed weare;zwhenour /zrele is thought a great | 
deale, our mite of grace, a talent, our mote,a beame, 
our molehill a mountaine,our ſmoking flaxe the ſirong 
| and blazing flame of ſome mighty bontire, our ſmall 
beginnings,the height of pertection. Of this deceir 
the Apoſile ſpeaketh, when taxing the pride of the 
Corinthians, whereby they thought themſclues wi- | 
1Cor-3 18. | ſer then indeede they were, he thus writeth, Zex ns | 
man deceine bimſelfe.tf any man among you ſeem to be 
wiſe,let him become a foole,&«c. Shewing thatherein | 
is the /e/f-decert when weare better conceited of our | 
ſclues, then there is cauſe. Herein our deceitfull 
hearts are like to thoſe kinde of glaſſes, which repre- | 
ſent things many degrees greater then indeed they þt 
arc. Thus the Corinthian teachers looking vpon |, 
themſelues in this falſeglaſſe,magnified themſelues | , 
aboue S. Paul himſelfe, whence was that modeſt re- |, 
2 Cor. 10.12. {prehenſion of the Apoſtle, Wee dare not Compare onr | 
— ard ſelaes with them,and againeyye are fall,ye ratgne,Cc. | 
Math. 19.20. | This was the deceit of him that ſaid, a[Þ theſe have 7 cc 
| keept from my youth,and ſtill it is to befound intoo |: 
too many : nor onely ſuch as the old PerfeZ#iſts,and 
now the Papys : but euen in the beſt of vs all,who | 


throug 


{ 
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through ſelfe-loue, are no lefle affected toour owne |., 
graces, then parents to their owne children, whom |: 
they vſe to account the faireſt of all others. Hence | 
ariſe thoſe high thoughts,and ſtrong ccnceirs of our 
owne excellency,and ſufficiency euen for the weigh: 
tieft matters. 7ames and 7hnno doubt had receined |. 
ſome meaſure of Grace and ſpirituall ſtrength: bur | 
yet their owne deccitfulil hearts made them co ouer- |; 
prize it, and boldly to tell Chrift asking them, Are | Math. 20.22, 
ye able to arinke of my cup,to be baptized with my bap- |, 

tiſme ? Yes,we are able. Alas poore men, that could |. 

ſcarce endureto ſee Chriſt himſelfe drinke that cup, |. 

and therefore fled away when the cup was but com- | 

ming towards him, how ſhould you be able then to jc 
drinke of it your ſelues? Thus Peters heart deceiued 
him in like manner, when being but a woxice, a freſh 
' water ſouldier, he thought himſclfe able ro encoun+ 
ter thoſe enemies that might juſtly haue danted the 
old trained, and beſt exerciſed and experienced ſoul- 
diers. Chriſt knowing the meaſure of his ſtrength 
betterthen himſelfe,told him,/#hether Igor wow thow 
canſt not follow mee, hereafter thow ſhalt : But Peters 
deccirfull heart, thinking itſelfe roo much diſabled, 
anſwered, Why cannot 7 follow thee now ? So true 
is thar, cuen inſpirituall riches, which Salomon ſpea- | 
keth of the earthly, There is poore which maketh | Pro.13.7. 
himſelfe rich. Therefore excellently Dauid,not igno- 
rant of this deceir, after hee had proteſted concer- 
ning the ſoundneſle and zeale of his hatred of Gods 
wicked enemies, Doe 7 not hate them that bate thee ?| pt.r 9.1225, 
yes, Thate them with a perfeit hatred, addeth (as 
lomething miſtruſting his owne heart, ) Try mee O | 


——_—— 
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God, | 
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Pro,z0, 2, 


3 Cor.12.5. 


| God, proye mee, namely, whether I decciuve not my 
 ſelfe in thinking 1 haue more zeale, then indeede | 
haue :of the two deceits itis the better and fafer,to 
vnder-yalue our ſclues;and with him that ſaid, 7 4”; 
not 4 man, 1 haue not the underſtanding of 4 man in 


mee, to thinke our {clues rather worſe then any whit | 


better then in truth we be, | 
| 


CHAP. X, 
The vfe of the firſt heal of the hearts deceirfulnejſe, 


{ thus and thus; but the Scripture hath diſcoucred 
; our hearts vnto vs for noble impoliers and decci- 
{ uers. Now who is there that would eaiily be- 


or an earneſt exhortation to try our ſelues whe- 
ther we hauc oncriaken the Temporary. 


PF {hero of the deceirfulneſle of the heart in 


iudging of our perſons : It remaineth to ſpeake 

of the deceitfulnefſe in iudging of our ac7zons : but 

firſt wee muſt conſider what vie wee are to make of 
the former. | 

T he ſpeciall vſe is that of the Apoſtle, Tre your 

| ſelues, examine your ſelwes, whether ye are in the faith 

87 19: Our hearts would make vs beleeue wee were 


leeuc a knowne deceiuer ?Nay,as icfareth with ſuch 
that often deceiue by ſpeaking falſely, that they 
cannot be credited of vs when they ſpeake truely; 


{ the like ſuſpition and icalouſic ſhould we have theſe 


falſe hearts.in, euen then when they giue in right 


 iudgement; 7 know nothing by my ſelfe ſaith Paul, 


mine 


— 
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mine owne heart doth not condemne me, and 


vpon this iudgement: this ſentence of mineowne 
heart will not wſtifie mee much deceit may be hid- 
den therein . God, that is farre greater then. our 
hearts, ſces that in them which they ſee notthem- 
ſelues. Good reaſon haſtthou then my brether, to 
miſtrult the judgement ofthine owne heart,concer- 
ning thy ſelfe, and thoſe ſo peremptory ſentences 
which it cauſeth thy mouth to vtter, that if there 
were but one man to be ſaued, thou art the man. 


Oh how many ſleepers there are, that dreame this 


' dreameof a ſtrong affirance of their faluation, that 
; both live and dic in this dreame, and fo goe downe 
 merrily tohell ? wheretheir paines ſhall be greater, 
; by how much their expeQarionofthem,through the 


1 


| deceitfulneſle of their hearts,was the lefſe. Is it not | 


' Paine enough tobe in hell, but thou muſt needs in- 
 creaſethe paine by this wicked and wilfull /e/fe- 
| deceining ? Have wee then our cares in our heads, 


| and matke we well the.voice of theſe our hearts, | 
when they ſuggeſt ſecretly vnto vs : thou art in good | 


caſe,the childe of God,the beloued of God. Con- 
ſidec we whether our owne hearts may not flatter vs, 
whetherthe diuell may not delude vs.Reſt wenot in 
our owne hearts voice,neither accept wethe deceit- 
tallapplauſe thereof; but as once 19ſhuah, ſeeing the 
Angell,cxamined him, Art thou 0» our fide, or on 
9ur aduerſaries? ſodoe wehearing theſe words, trye 
them whence they are : for che eare ſaith Eliby, tri- 
eth words : as the. outward words of other mens 
mouths,ſo the inward words of our owne hearts. Say 


[ then 


yer | dare not be ouer-bold in bearing out my ſelfe| 


Tofh, 5.13. 


lob 34.3: 


| 


CO 
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ARs 12.23. 


| 


| and illuſion. It was vile for thoſe clawing flatterersto 
[ſay vatoa man,The voice of God , much more for vs 


then to theſe words, to this ſecret cry, whence art 
thou, commeſt thou from Gods ſpirit, or from 
Sathan ? As we muft tie the ſpirits, in the out- 
ward words delivered by men, ſo alſo intheſecret 
thoughts ofour heart, ſpecially theſe concerning our 
owne eſtate to Godward, whether they bee the 
voice of Gods ſpirit, or ofthe euill ſpirit of errour 


ro ſay ſo tothe diuell himſelfe. And what do we elle, 
when weapprehendand applaud his mockingillu- 


| beleeuer he is, and yetnone; how neere he comes 


{uels in the way of Canaan, eucn with thoſe Iſraelites, 


fions,and lying ſuggeſtions,as the Oracle of God, and 
goc away with them, as it God from heauen, had 
told vs we werehis. Try we then rheſe ſounds,before 
wetruſt them, and carefully examine the grounds | 
which thy heart can ſhow to make good her ſo con- 
fident aflurance. Here eſpecially remember thoſe 
fearefull deceits of the Temporary; how like a true 


toheauen doore, and yetenters not, how far he tra- 


to K adeſhbarwea, within eleuen dayes journey of the 
land,and yet neuer ſees it,neuer cnioyes it, but is as 
farre off, as if hehad ſitten ſtill in Egypt, and ne- 
uer ſtirred foot out of doore.Confiderſeriouſly with 


- 
” 


thy ſelfe how farre Pharaoh, Saul, kehu,lndas, Abab, 
andothers haue gone in humiliation, forrow, de+ 
ſire, zeale, reformation, and yet for all this hauec 
goneto their owne place. Deale now vnpartially 
with thy ſelfe, and tell me whether thou doſt not 
come ſhort efmany of theſe, whoneuer yet hadſt 
the heart,vpon thethreatning of the word, to _ | 
| an 
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and humble thy ſclfe with 4hab,to confeſle thy fins} 
and defirethe praiers of Gods children, with Phara-| 
oþ,co be affeted with ioy in hearing the word, and 
practiſe many things with Herod, to be zealous a- 
gainſt ſinne with Jcþx,to loſe ſome part of thy goods 
with Anantas,to forlake the worid, andall thy hopes 
there,and to follow poore Chriſt with /adas, Demas, 
and others,much letle to venter thy life with Alex- | 
ander the copper-ſmith,in cleauing to thetruth?may 
ſuch as theſe be wicked reprobates,and yet wilt thou 
plcaſe thy ſelfe in a falſe conceitof thme owne hap- 
pincs, whocommeſt tarre further behind them then 
they do behind true Chrifhans? For vnco one of this 
ranke,our Saujour ſaith, Thow art not farre fromthe 
kingdome of heauen? bur to thee it cannot beſaid that 
thou art not far from /e+#, Judas, Saul, Nicolas, Ale x- 
axder and other ſuch like remporaries; for they,ſfome 
of them ſpecially,hac many notable graces, ſo that 
A icolas was choſen Deacon by the Church, for that 
reuerendreſpeR they had of his gifts. Judas was an 
Apoſtle,and could both pray and preach with great 
Zaicz generaliy the common fort of chem may be 
inwardly affetcd in prayer.conference, hearing the 
word, feele many good motions, taſte of the pow- 
ers of the life to come, fcele ſome reiih in thepro- 
miſes, tremble at the threatnings, reforme all out- } 
ward corruptions of life, as we hauc aJready ſhewed. 
And thouthat makelſt thy ſelfe fo ſure of heauen art 
happily a deſpiſer of the word and prayer , a ſenſe- 
leſle blocke,thar neuerfecleſtthe leaſt glimpſe of a» 
ny ſpiritual motion, a muddy worldling, that canſt 
not raiſevp thy ſpirit out of the mucke ofthe earth, 
So K into 
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| into the heauens, to conceiue any one pure or refi- | 
| ned thought, Why then haſt net thou the wit thus 
| to thinke with thy ſclfe?VVhar? choſe that are Saints | 
| and Angels in regard of me, are they yer deceiued | 
| in iudgingthemſclucs ro be in ſtate of ſaluation?how 
| groſle then is my error, in being thus conceired of 
my ſelfe ? If fomerthathave iournyed inthe wilder- ; 
neſſe to K azeſpbernees (hall yet never enter into Gods | 
rc/t,(hall thoſe thatnever left A:gypr # Is the ſtony | 
ground reprobate ground ? and can the high ay | 
ground be good ? | 

As.long then as thou art caſt behinde the terypo- 
rary, thouart miſerably deceived, if thou thinkeſt | 
weiloi thy ſclfe. So alſo art thou,though thou haſt | 
attained ynto him, vnleſſe withall thou outſtrip him, | 
attaining to that which no Temporary, as long as a 
Temporary, either is or can; be. O thou wilt fay 
whats that? 4#/. ] hauealready.ſhewed it in the de- 
teion of the particular deceirs of the Temporary, 
yet thus.mugh may be added. The chiete difference 


+267 our Sauigur in the: Parable maketh berwixt the 


2ocs beyond || beſtofthe atker-grounds,and the good,is this; that 


the vnſound, 


Luks, m thoſe oncly' ſignified by the good ground, had good 


and boneſt hearts «for the ſiony and thorny hearers 
| brovght forth fruiz, bur they wanted this ſame gogd 
and honeft heart, and inſtead" thereof, hadeither a 
ſtony,or thorny. : ſce then. what it is wherein.the 
rue Chriſtian;cxcelleth the Temporary,namely, the 
| 200d and the heneſt keart. The honeſty ofthe heart is 
tobe referredtotheintents'it hath in: the doing of 


| particular aRions ::ſo thatisan honeſt heartwhich| 
| aymernhenih inthat ſhe:doth: the geodned] 
| the” 
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the heart is to be referred to the inward renewed 
goed qualities.Sothat a good hearr is a heart which 
by regeneration is changed; cleanſed and purged of 


therkinde of nature, and diſpoſition,whereby it ha- 
eeth all ſinne, and loueth, ſauoureth, and affeReth 
things !pirituall. Here then is charwe mull narr{-wiy 
examine our {clues by, if we'will not'be decceined by 


children,when we arc not. /f any men ſaith Paul, be 
in Chriſt, hee maſt become a new creature. Hee muſt 
haue that ſame cleape heart of the Prophet creetedin 
him ,andthat ſame rigþ! ſpty;r renkwed th him. Hee 
mult be renewedinthe very fpiricofhis mindzin the 
moſt inward andubrile parts of the ſoule, as itwere 
the quinteſſence of it. And this happily may alſo be 
the meaning ofthe Apollfe, praying forthe Theſ/a- 
loxians,that they might be ſand7ified throuzhout in 
their ſoles, bodies and ſpirits : by ſpirit vnderſtan- 
ding theſame thingthat in the other place to the Ro- 
manes,the beſt and choifſeſt of both the parts, both 
foule and body. Here is the maine defc& of the tem- 


porary. Though hemay ſceme to be renewed in 
his mind,yer not in the ſpirit of his wind: to be ſan-| 
Eifiedin ſoule and body, yer not in the ſpirit and 
quintefſence of both. He referves that for ſome ſinor | 
other,which is cloſely harbored, & nouriſhed there. 
Like asthe thornes have as ir were the beſt ſpiri;s of 
the ground, and doe drinke vp the very creame and 
flewer therof,ſothar the fruit coms tonothing, being 


cheformernaughtineſſe, and fo indued with ane-} 


our owne hearts, in judging our fcives to be Gor's | 


robbed of it r ouriſhment by the thorns. Not but that | 


there may be andare many ſecretcorruptionsintke| 


1 Cor.5.17, 


Pſler.10, 


Eph,4.23- 
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| uiour ſpeaketh, we muſt needes become vnf7aitfull. 
| The diucll can be content to let vs pray 


| truely regenerate; for cuen the geod ground may 


| haue thornes: bur yet cheſe corrupriens incroach not 


vpen the ſpirit of the ſcule; thats reſerued for the 
grace and ſpirit of Godztheſethornes get not the fat 


thornes do not grow vp together with,andſo aſcend 
and climbe vp aboue, andouer-top the good fruit; 
nay,the good man plaies the good husbaxd, and is e- 


he feeles them. Thertore it is ſaid exccllently of the 
good ground,that it bringeth forth fruit excreaſwg 
and «ſcending ; which ſeems to be ſpoken in oppo-+ 
ſition tothe thorny ground, of which it wasſaid,that 
the thornes grew vpand aſcended, namcly, aboue 
the corne. But in the good ground, though there 
( may þethornes, yet the corne aſcends abouethe 
thornes,grace is ſuperior to corruption, and keepes 
it vnder. 

Letvs not then decciue our ſclues with the tem- 
| porary,for that we haue ſome feelings, ſore moti- 
ons, ſome goodaffeRions of ioy, feare, ſorrow, or 
ſuch like,itthere be but any onethorne,cither of co- 
uctouſncſſe,as in 7udas, Demas, Simos Magns; or of 
vaineglory and ambition,as in 7ebu, Agrippa, or of 
any orher naughty affeion, it is enough to choake 
all grace,andtarueall goodneſlc;ſo that,as our Sas | 


, preach, 
| heare,and doeall theſethings with ſome tecling and 
affection, and hereupon to iudge our ſelues ro be 
true Chriltians, as long as his intereſt in our hearts 


i 


of the ſoyle ; the good corne feedes on that, the + 


uer and anon cutting vp theſe thornes, thereafter as ; 


continucs,as long as hemay kaueſure holdof vs,by | 
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any one raigning fin. For right well doth he know, 
wharſocucr good we conceiue of our ſelues, wee doe 
bur deceiuc our ſelues, we areflill as itisfaid of Si- 
on Magus,in the gallof bitterneſſe, and in the bond of 
iniquitic. It ftands vs in handtherefore throughly to 


cry with Dawid, Try mee O Lord 5 prooue mee, whe- 
ther there be any way of wickednes jn we. If there be a 
chorne in thy foote, thou canft goe buthalcingly, it 
any inordinatc luſt or deſire bee ingrafted intothy 
affeRions, though with 4g7/7ps thou maiſt be much 
moued with the preaching of the werd , yet with 
him thouart but an halfe and an halting Chriſtian. 
Doth the loue ef worldly honour, pompe,praiſe and 
profit preuaile in thee, then know (thou ſpirituall a- 
dulterer, or adultereſſe) that the love of the world is 
enmily with God , and thatin whom the lowe of this 
worldis in him dwelleth not the loye of the father.Ne+ 
uer then bleſle thy ſoule in any of thy good deſires , 
or affetions. ow canſt thos beleene when thos ſeekeff 
glory of manzand uot of Goa? ſaith our Savionr: never 
tell me that thou burneſt in holy feelings, aslong as 
thou burneſt no etherwiſe,then the buſh which bur- 
ned, but conſumed not ; as longas the inward cor- 
 ruption ofthy heartremaines vnwaſted,for all theſe 
burzings, thou mayeſt barre in hell for euer. Reft 
not then in thy decciucable feelings and flaſhingsof 
toy. Though theſe thy feelings ,deſires,and motions 
be good,and come not alwaies from Sarbaufcall illu- 
fron, but otherwhile from the ſpiric of God;as the 
Scripture plainely tcacherh; yet they are not ſuffici- 
ent. It is well indeede that thou art come further 
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gape theſe deepe hearts;euen to the bottome,andto | 
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then the common ſort of the world, who know nor 
whart theſe feelings meane, that being the ſtonic, or 
thornic ground, thouart neerer tothe nature ofthe 
good ground,thenthe high way ground :but what > | 
becauſe thou art come thus far in the way, wilt thou 
goc no further ? doeſtthou therefore thinke thy ſelfe 
wellenough?no:as our Sauior faidrothe yong man, ' 
ſo ſay I tothee, Qpe thing i5yet wanting : this ſame 
good and mortified heart. There lies in theeſome 
leauen of hypocrifie,that muft needs be purged out; 
ſome roote of bitrernefle, that muſt needs be wee- 
ded vp;ſome thornes of couctouſneſſe, pride,vaine- 
glory,that muſt needs be cut downe. Loe, my bro- 
ther,thou art comeout of «£2 yp? , thou haſt gonea 
great way in the wilderneſſe, thou artnot now far 
from Canaan, thouart come euen to the very next 
borders: two or three ſtrides more would ſet thee 
in the land it ſelke. Wile thou now fooliſhly mocke 
thy ſelfe tothinke thy ſelfe in Canaan, becauſethou 
art on Mount Aebo, within fight of ir, and ſo goe no 
further > Vile thou thus looſe all thy other labour 
andtrauaile? haſt thou done ſo many things,/uffered 
ſo many things in vaine? haſt thou therefore prayed, 
preached, heard, read, conferred, faſted; and ſuffe- 
red the taunts of the wicked all this while for no 0- 
ther end but to goeto hell rogether with them? Oh 
takea little paines more 3 thou haſt many goodly 
graces,and they-make thee to ſhine as a goodly and 
beautifull remple of the Holy Ghoſt. Onely one | 
thing is wanting ;thereis ſome errour inthe founda: | 
tion ; I doubt me,it is ſandy,thou muſt needs digge 
a little deeper : get alittle more humilitic of ſpirit, 
and 
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and truth,and purity of heart; or elſe when a ftorme 
comes, all thy other|abour abour the building will 
beloſt. 1 am the more earneſtin this exhortation , | 
becauſe of thoſe fearefullſhipwrackes, which many | 
ſhips richly laden with many precious iewels of | 
grace,haue ſuffered in all ages, vponthis rocke of | 
an evill and vnrenewed heart. O then take heed of | 
it, as the very bane and poyſon of allgrace , and(o | 
the onely cauſe ofthoſe many deceits of the tem- 
porary belecuer. Enter therefore into thoſe darke 
cloſets of thy heart,take the /;2ht of the word in the 
one hand, and the ſword of the ſpirit intheother: 
and whatſocuer Agagite or 4malckite that light ſhal 
diſcouer, kill, ſpare none with Saul, make hauocke 
ofall,an vniuerſall deſtruQion: ſauce but one,& thou 
 deftroyeſt thy ſelfe. Whatſeever be rhe outward 
flouriſhing ſhow of thy graces, if ſome ſinne lie co- 


ucred viderthem at the core , it will poiſon and rot | 


them. Oh how much better to hauegrace lye inthe 
heart, couered vnder many corruptions, as it doth 
often inthe regenerate! for,when corruption lyes at 


the hart, couered vnder many outward graces,then| 


it cates vp and deuoures the. nouriſhment which 
graceſhould receiue from the heart,and ſoour gra- 


| ces become leave flarnelings,and intime the thornes| 


thatar firſt lye hid, ſprout forth, and ouer-grow the 
corne, and ſo vahappily daſh thoſe hopefull begin- 
nings, which ſeemed to promiſe a very large and 
ample harueſt. Contrarily,though a man haue ma- 
ny corruptions, and yet truth of gracelye ſecretly 
in the heart, it will by litcle and little cate our all 


thoſe corruptions, We ſee then whatit is weemuſt| 
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| ſpecially labour for, ifwe would be freed from thar 
deccit of heart, wherewith the Temporary is begui- 
led, with whom the Diuell playeth, as the Cat doth 
withthe Mouſe. He lets them in ſomeſort goc our 
of his hands, inthathe piveth them leaue to do ma- 
ny things,and doth not hinder them intheir joy,and 
alacrity ofſpirir, or feruency of zeale, in which re- 
gard he is ſaid tobe caſt out inthe Goſpell; but yer 
as the Catwil haue the-Mouſe till within her reach, | 
that ifſhe offer rorun away, ſhe may preſently ap- 
prehend her,cuen ſo doth the Diuell here: he is ſure 
ro hauethee within the reach of his paw, as long as | 
thy heart within is polluted with the loue of any one 
finnc:ſce thenif rhou canſt deeciue this roaring Ly- 
on,thus ſporting with thee (as ſometime we ſeethe 
poore Mouſe doth the Cat ) wholly eſcaping from 
him, by thruſting out that one ſmne, that ſtill poſ- 
ſeflethand defileth thy heart,and in flead thereofin- 

tertaining the word and ſpirit of God. Till thou doſt 


this,thou art but in a damnable caſe,whatſoeuer thy 
flattering heart tels thee, thou muſt with Davidre-| 
fraine from every eurH way, beforethou can bee the 
Plal,trg.1cr, ,) true childe of Goda true keeper of his word. 7 have 
refrained my ferte (that is, my affeQions )from every 
| evill way, that is, from the loue and delightthereof, 

| that 1 might keepe thy word. And Tames tells thee, 


thatoneiy that one finne of an vngouerned tongue, is 
ſufficient to diſcover the falſenefſe of thy religion, 
what cuer bethy prgfefſion, | 
| V. 


Ws. 


| 


Cnar, 
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actions. | 
Paving thus: ſpoken of the firſt pare of the de» 

Aceirfulneſſeof mans heart in iudging, namely, 
in judging of perſovs, now we come tothe ſecond 
in iudging of, atims. Andthis is two-fold, in fore+ 


and direttionfor the doing ; and the judgement of 
cenſure,and ſometimes correc7ion after the doing of 
the aQions, 

The deceitsof the former kind arealmoſtinfinite, 
The booke would ſwe!llroo much, and 1 ſhould but 
weary my ſelfe andthe Reader, largely to proſecute 
them all. Onely I will point at ſome of the chiefeſt 
heads : Theſe dececits therefore for dire:0v are ei- 
ther in regard of the r#/es forthe gouernment of our 
aQions,or of the a&F;ons themſciues. 

For therwles, our deceitfull hearts prefcribe ſpe- 
cially three deceitfull rules,to ſquare our ations by. 


of the deceit of the heart ingining direfTions for our 


indging,in after-indging, The iudgement of adviſe, | 


The ſecond de. 
ceit in judging 
of ations. 


oy 


BE. 
+ 


| 


i 


I In direQion, | 


t For the rules | 


Firſt,thelight of #aturall wifedome; which being fo 
much degenerated fromtharat the firſt creation, & 
of aclcarcſhininglampe, becomea ftinking ſnuffe, 
who ſecth nor thar this lightis plainedarknefle it felf? 
The wiſedome of the fleſh is enmity to God. Secondly, 
the cufforme of the times and exangples ofthe mulci- 
tnde. Asthough the way of manners were like the 
way togreat Market-rownes, to be knowne by the 
multitude of foot-ſteps, trampling and beating vp- | 

on | 
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Nems dubitaret 
forere fi cum 
pancioribys ſures 
rent ; thunc ſani- 
tatis patrocimum 
eſt inſanientium 
turba. Scn. 

3. Our owne 
intention. 


2 dam,,7, 


Pron« 16.25. 


| 2. For the aRi- 
ons themaſclues, 


rt. Againſt the 
whole Law. 


Ir Thovghts 
free, 


| be good, then ſois theaCtion alſo; which the Scrip- 


| (faith heof himſelfe in his Phariſaiſme) that luſt had 
| beene finne,vnleſſe the law had ſaid, Thou ſhalt not luſt, 


on it? or as though men ſFould be fo filly as ſheepe, 
to follow whether ſocuer their companiqns leade 
them ? for ſurely how many things are there done 
which would argue the-doers either /eepi/b1y fomple, 
or raginely farious, it they did them alone, or. with | 
few companions ; whereas now the multitude of 
their companions in madues,isthe only proofe they 
haue to prooue themſelucs in their right mindes. 
T hirdly, our owne intention and meaning,that if it 


ture refuteth by the example of F224. T hele are 
crooked rules & blinde guides, which blinded and 
deccined hearts chuſe to themſelues. But here thar 
of Salomon is true. There is a way that ſeemeth good in | © 
a mans owne eyes, but the iſſues thereof are the wayes | 
of acath. | 

The deceit of the heartiniudging of the aQions | 
themſelves is eicher againſt the whole law i gene- 
ral, or in ſpeciall. againſt either table. Allwhich to 
name were endlefle. VVee will onely cull out ſome 
of theprincipall. 
. Firſt , againſithe whole law I obſerue three more 
ſpecial) deceits. _ | pes, t 

1 That thoughts are free, that wee ſhall not be 
accountable to God forthem, Pau{himſelfe,though | 
a learned Phariſee,yer was thus deceiuedin judging | 
of thoughts, not conſented to, which are forbid- | 


| 


den in the tenth commandement, had not knowne | 


But thegroſſeneſle of this canceit may eaſily ap- 
peare: for what reaſon is there, that the acF#ur of 
| treaſon | 


i cbs 


We... 


es, 


| 
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treaſon ſhould be puniſhed, and the fr# plotter and 
contriner (ſhould ſcape? Now the firſt beginning and 
hatching of any ſinne, is firſt in the thoughts of the 
heart : And if Kings will haue their ſeruants in their 
accounts,an{were euenfor pence,why may not God 
call vs to a reckoning, euen for our ſmalleſt debts? 
And if men puniſhwords and deeds, becauſe they 
ſecand know them,why then ſhould not God puniſh 
our thoughts , which hee knowes farre better then 
any man can doe our outwardaGtions? Wee mult 


therfore make confcienceof the idlerouings of our 


| 


and ſhall be the bellowes rokindle, yea, thefueil to 


braines; our very thoughts and imaginations muſt 
ſtoupe, and doc homage to God, who hath required 
of vs tobe loued with all our thoughts, and biddeth 
vs tremble cuen at the very firſt riſing of euill 
thoughts and motions in our hearts, and finne wot. 
Bur aias, many doc inuert the ſentence, and in this | 
kinde very boldly jinne, and remble not, 
2. Thatwords are but winde : yea, butthey are 
ſuch a winde as ſhall blow thee violently into hell, 


feede the flames of that vnquenchable fire. Foy by 
thy words thow ſhalt be inſtified,and by thy words thou 
/halt be condemned & for euery idle word muſt thou 
giue accountto Gad at the laſt day vnleſle Chriſt 
have giuen account for it before. VVhat a dotape is 
this, tothinke that our tongue, o#r 2lory, may bee 
made our ſhame; our greateſt ornament, our fouleſ? 
deformitte,our beſt, and yet withall one of our leat 

members, a world of wickedneſ/e ? | 
* 3- That the outward workes of the Law are ſufft- 
cient, Thatin thefirſi table, itis enough rocome ro 
- Church, 


ol 3 


Luk, IO.27, 
Pal, 4+ 4+ 


2, Words 
winde. 


Mat. 12,26, 37, 


3+ Qutward 


works enongh, | 
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a | Tied ſeofwanthers, || 


| Church,and to mumble ouer a few prayers in ones 
bed, &c. inthe ſecond enough to liue quietly and 
pay cuery man his owne,and not to breakeout into 
ſcandals. This deceir poſſeſſed the Pharifees , who 
in their interpretation of the Law, reſtrained the | 
prohibitions of murther and adulterie to outward | 
groſſe murther and adulteric, Sotheir PhylaFeries 
were not ſobroad , bur their expoſitions of the Law 
were as narrow, In the ſame errour was he,that hea- 
ring the commandements of the ſecond table, re- 
hearſed to himby our Saxiour , anſwered, All cheſe 
haze I kept from my youth : but wee muſt know thar 
the Law in cuery commandement is ſpiritual}, and 
bindes the heart as wellas the hand. 
Apainſithe fr/f cable theſe deceits. 
2. Againſtey- | 1, That the workes of the firſt table are inferiour 
mertabe. [ro theſecond : hence is that opinion, that it ieaſier | 
| |to loue Ged then our neighbour, Hence alſo ir is, 
that there is often ſeuerer diſcipline againſt drun- 
kenneſle, theft, blaſpheming of great men, then a- 
gainſt prophanation of the Sabaoths, blaſphemous 
oaths, and other ſuch like,as great breaches of the 
firſt table, as the named finnes are of the ſecond. 
| Whereas yet the fir/# and great commandement is , 
Math.22.38. |Thow ſhalt loue the Lord thy God, 2. Thar God may 
be worſhipped according to our ownedeuiſe, with- 
| 76" Ig4ouic {out the warrant of his owne word: hence that Athe- 
omneprevgrents | iſticall owni-religion,and that opinion thatall religi- 
| ons doe wel.,a man may be ſaued inany:hence thoſe 
ſmarmes of wil-workes, and worſhips , which natu- 
rally we preferre before thoſe commanded by God. 
Bur ſhal theKing ſet downe himſelferhe rule of his | 
owne 


Maths 1 9-10, 
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owne honor to be performed by his ſubic&s,and not | 
{leauc it free to cucry country clowne to doe as th 
liſt : and ſballwe, farre moxe vnable to ſer downe 
any faſhions for Geds Religion, then the radeſt ru- 
ſicke is for a Kings ciuill worſhip, (ball wee I ſay, 
rake vpon vs to determine ought of our ſelues, in 
Gods worſhip 2 Men haue thought ic a diſparage- 
ment to them, when their ſeruants being comman- 
dedto doe ſomething, haue done otherwiſe ; not 
yet in contempt, bur becauſe they did fee that 0- 
ther way which they tooke, to be better fortheir 


them. Crafſus/cauſed his Maſon to be whipped, for 
that being commanded to ſend him the greater 


itto be fitter for the turne whereto he would vſeir. 


have their owne wayes followed , without giuing 
place to the better courſes of their inferiours ; and 


wiſedome, can he take it well,that our folly ſhould 
thus take heed toit ſelfe, preſuming -tochecke,and 
correc his wiſedome 2? . 14: 4 

Againſtthe ſecond Table there are alſo many de- 
ceits; as, That euery man may be for himſelfe, and 


whereas Galat.1.10. we muſt not ſpeake trueth ro 
pleaſe men,much lefle then lyc:thatie isthe ſigne of 
a baſe mind toput vp aniniury, which yetthe ſcrip- 
cure rermeth ourg/er3,and an hundreth ſuch like.Bur 
methinks it is vnſauory raking in this dunghill er vs 

 . there» 


Sa 


maſters purpoſe, then that which was commanded | 


maſt, heſent him the leſle, onely becauſe he knew | 


Doe me» thus ſtand vpon it ? foohſþ wen, will they | 


can God, whoſe feoi:ſoneſſe is wiſer then our beſt } 


make the moſt of his owne, and doe with his owne | 


as he liſtzthatthe off1c;owsand ſporting lie isnothing, | 


Gelnoft. At- 
tic 1.6.13, 


The nnd 


Prou.g.11. 
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\ thereforeleaue this point, and come to the hearts 
judgement ofaQions after they be done, and ſee 
how that alſo is deceitful. 


Crnar XII, 

The deceitful indgement of t' e heart in cenſuring our | 

ations alreaiy done, and more ſpecially the ſtrfis it 
vſeth for excuſing of ſinfull a7 ions. 


| 2 Tn cenſures No" it is deceitfull, not onely ia the ſentence it 
a paſſerh vpori ex! ations,but ailo vpon good, 


1 Good 1. I. For good ations, two wayes : tirft,by condem- 
condemning, 


ning the innocent, and accuſing vs forthem, as if 
we had finned:; as when an Arabapt:ſts conſci- 
ence accuſeth him for ſivearing before a lawfull Ma- 
giſtrare, lawfully exacting it; when a Papiſts for ea- 
2 Ouerpri- |ring- an egge in Lent: fecopdly, by ſetting the 
zing them. good we haue done at ſo high arate,making a great 
 deale of nothing. TH 

2 Euil,by | 2. For euill actions, the indgement of our hearts 
is deceitfullrwo waies;. '- © © | 
r Tuſtifying Firſt, in juſtifying the guilty, 'acquiting vs-for 
_ 61, |{themasif we had'idonewellz as thoſe our Saujour 
ſpeakethof, rhar ſhould judge of the murther of the | 

Apoſtles,as of good ſeruice performed to God. And 
YL this deceir-is the tronger, ifthe' ſinne-be happy in 
Folizluts, | {ucceſle. Then vile wickedneſſe ſhall be graced with 
virtus vicatur, the name ot vertue it {elfe. Dioniſs 44 afrer his\ poIIC 
Tullms de di- | of an Idols temple, finding the winds fauourable in 
Ps his nauigation;loe, ſaith he, how the Gods approue 
of Sacri:edge. Hee bleſſed himfelte 45 his ſuppofer 
| fa. 


ward 
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acriledge,becauſe of the good ſucceſſe that inſued. 


| Calues were not fo euill, when he ſaw how the Pro- 
ipher, which ſo thundred againſt them, was afrer- | 
ward ſlayneof a Lyon. This alſo was the deceitof | 
thoſe wives in Jerery, that iuſtified their idolatrous 
;incenſing to the 2wueenc of Leauen,by the plenty and 
peace then cnioyed in regard of that ſcarceneſſe 
which tollowed the leauing ofthat Ldolarry. Like as 


the deſart,where was want of all things, in regardof 
thats ichw.S in e/E2pt, they preferred «ipypr 5 a5 
now many, biinded with theſame decen, preter Po. 
pery inthe ſame reſpeQ,before the Goſpel}. But for 


of the fucceſle. 


ons.lawtull and good, proper oneiy to the blinde 
worldlings , bur incident alfo torhoſe-thar hauc 
| forme knowledge and {cnle of Religion; yeaoften to 
thetruely godly themfelues, Dauid crycs out, who 


. accounting finnes, thar they beare chenifelues'orr 
in them,as iuſtand warrantable ? Of this kinde was 
'the Polygamy of the Patriarch whoſe living and dy- 
ing inthat ſinne,withour ſpeciall repentance- for it, 
1s to.þcimputcd;: to this deceitiulnefſe *of 'heirr we! 


This was likely alſoto be /eroboams deceit, that his | 


ſecceſſe,by the goodneſle of the «7107, -not' contra- | 
rily of the goodnefle of the a&ion,by the goodnefie | 


Neither is this deceitof iudging our ſinfull ati- 


| knoweth theerrors of his waies > Hew many ſecret 
+ ® oy” : | 
{ 11nes have the beft, which' they: are: ſofarre from | 


many of the J/rae/ites,when they were brought into | 


| 


, 


| 


the delivering ofour ſelues from this deceit wemuſt | 
know, that we muſt iudge of the goodnefle of the | 


- 


[ 


now-ſpeake-of. And ſono doubris 41 fit with'vs,that | 


1 King 13.22» 
24-33» 


Icrem4 411, 


Pal. 19,13, 
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Math.1,19- 


x Sam-1.14, 


| 2 Excufing 
them, by 


[many finnes goe currantwith vs, without the leaſt 
checke, in regardof the generall ſway of therumes, 
But this deceit is farre more grieuous in ſome, who. 
being ſomerhing like true Chriſtians, ( but indecde 
pave no:)are ofcen foully illuded by Sathan.So that as 


be an adulterous ſecede; fothele men contrarily take 
adultcious conceptions, that is omethoughts and 


come from zcale,and piety;and as once £4 &thoſe 
mockers 44s 2 imputed the true worke of the {p;- 
rit to drunkenneſ/ſe ſothelethrough the deceittulnes 
of their hearts,father vponthe ſpiric certaine moti- 
ons and aQions, that are indeed the fruit of a cer- 
taine i.ind of drunkennefſe and giddiweſſe of intoxi- 
cated minds. 

The ſecond thing wherein the judgement of the 
heart touchingour ſinnesthewes ir deccirfuineſle, is 
this; That it che ation be logroſle, as that it can- 
not be excuſed init ſelfe, yet roexcufe it, as it was 
done by vs. That though it cannot excuſe it whol- 
ly, yet ic will exceedingly extenuate it, making ir 
to be in vs,andas wedid ,bura veniall, a petty and 
pardonable (inne. As the vniuſtſteward inthe Goſ- 
pell for a hundred pounds ſer downe fifty, ſo deale 


our fins. Talentsare made farthings 'and farthings 


meere nothings. Greatfinncs are madelittle finnes. 
and little ſinnesno ſinnes. And hee eſpecially doth 
thecunning. deccitfulnefle of the heart excell. It 


once leſeph tooke the conception of the holy Groft to} 


| affeions which ſpring from pride,and vaineglory, 
to beſpirituall conceptions of the holy Ghoſt,and to 


we, nay farre worie, with our debts ro God, that is,| - 


doth ſo ſtraineand ſtretch it wits, : euenas.itwereon| 


tenter 
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renter-hookes for to finde out excuſes,as it were fig- 


leaues to couer our nakedneſle, and thickets to lurke | 


in, if it might be, vaeſpyed by God himſelte. This is 
thatdeccit David meant, when he ſaid, Bleſſed & that 


an in whoſe heart there is no guile,namely, to minle | 


or mittigate thegrieuouſneſle of his ſinne,by the in- 
uention of witty and colonrable excuſes and exte- 
nuations. And this, as it may ſeeme,he ſpake outof 
his owne experiencec,in that his grieueus ſinne in the 
matter of Pr;4b.For in this point the Scripture tax* 
cth him for want of vprightneſle of heart,and there- 
fore alſo himſelfe at length, in kis repentance, ta- 
|king notice of it in himſelte,crycth out,0 Lord,thow 
loneft the truth in the inward parts,thereby implying, 


that in that finne hee had diſcouered much deceit ' 


and want of truth and vprightneſſe; now, in what 
morethen in this, that he ſewed cu/dions under his ele 
| bowes, that he might ſleepe ſecurely in his finne,and 
after he had bail? the wall, he dawbed it with the un- 
tempered moriey of his owne vaineand frivolous ex» 
cuſes;as thata King had equall authoritie overall his 
ſubieQs, and therefore, ſince ſome muſt needes be 
expoſedto moreperill inthe warres then others, he 
might as well put Yri4/ to that hard lot, as another; 
that as long as Yr/ab was not ſlaine with his owne 
hands, but in the warres , hee was not guilty of his 
death, and diuers ſuch like inuentions. And who 


ſhall not in ſome meaſure diſcernethis deceit ? how 


buſily will our hearts lay about them to finde 
ſomepretenceor other for theleſſening ofour ſinnes, 
to make them ſeeme lefſe odious and vgly then in- 
deede they are? So that, though when wee come to 

L  giue 
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| gine iudgement, wee cannot wholly free our ſclues, | 
| but muſt needes giue in the verdict againſt our | 
ſclues, yet we will doc it as fauourably, and with as 
great reſpeAas maybe. Like David, that when he 
could not but ſend his ſubie&s againſt Abſalom, yer 
willed them to haueſpeciall care of not hurting him. 
But when our deceitfull hearts would vrge vs to 
ſhew this fauour to our Abſalom, to our darling fins, 
we ſhould nomore regard them, then #ab did Da- 
Fitie wfirs | uids charge concerning Abſelom,bur with ſlomacke 
os ns | ndcourage runne them through with the two-eds 
malymu exca- | £ed ſword of the ſpirit : and nor, as vſually we doe, 
Jareilaqzam | onely giue them alittle pinch with our finger, or 
pany 53. 'pricke with a pinne. Butler vs ſee the particulari- 
[ties of theſe deceitfull excuſes. 
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1 Corruption | The firſt is, to plead the corruption of nature. O 


| fnaure. | ſay ſome, when they are iuſtly chalenged,weare but 
fleſh and bloud, borne in finne, our corrupr nature 
{as 2 mighty ſtreame carryes vs away violently. We 
are but weakefraile men; no Saints,no Angels, T heſe 
{ſeenorthatthis is ſo farre from leſſening, that ir ra- 
Arifto, E:b. | ther aggrauateth their ſinne. For as the Philoſopher 
36s, ſayes of thoſe that excuſe their ſinne by drunken- 
Tvic AEST) jy 
AGAG TS nefle, that they deſerve dewble puniſhment, firſt, for 
vnrriguc, the drunkennefle, then fer the finne committed in 
and by their drunkenneſle : ſo likewiſe is it here. 
| Wedeſerue donble damnation, firſt forthis corrup- 
tion of our nature, and then for the fruits of it, in 
our auall tranſgreſhons; becauſe as the drunkard 
is the canſe of his owne drunkenneſſe, fo we like- 
wiſe of our owne. corruption of nature, for God 
made vs holy arid righteous, after his owne Image, 
| ut 
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but we our ſclues inour firſt parents defiled and cor- 


ſtudied with it ſelfe, how to make his {inne out of 
meaſure ſinfull, and to raiſe it vp to thehigheſt de- 
orce of rebellion; he bringeth in the mention of his | 
corruptnature, as an amplification thereof, /z ſane | 
was 1 conceiued,and in iniquity brought forth.Andleft 
ir might bethought thar he did cunningly alleadge | 
ittoleſſen his ſinne, he addeth, thos loweſt the truth, 
no ſuch deccitfull cloaking, | 
The ſecond cloake are the examples of the faults of 
holy and godly men, ſpecially. thoſe in the Scrip- 
ture; as Davids adultery, Peters deniall, Lots inceſt, 
Noahs drunkenneſſe, 8&c. How many are there that 
vpon theſe examples doe beare and boulſter them- 
ſelues out inthe ſame or the like ſinnes? But what a 
ſtrange deceit is this, that that which increaſeth fin, | 
ſhovld be vied as a diminution thereof ? for by how 
much the perſon that ſinnethis grearer,by ſo much | 
alſo is the finneir ſelfe. Adultery by Dauids exam- 
ple was made ſo much the viler, by how much Da- 
aids holineſſe exceeded others. Againe,whata groſle 
deluſion is this, that that which indeede is an argu- 
ment of feare, ſhould be made an argument of bold. 
reſſe in ſinning? for who in his right minde would 
not reaſon thus with himſelfe? Did David, Peter and 
other ſuch worthies fall ſo dangerouſly, that had fo 
excellent a meaſure of the ſpirit?oh thenir ſtandeth 
mein hand tolooke to my ſelfe,whoſe feete are farre 
morefeeble, and ſtand in far more ſlippery ground. 
Surely , it the Saints were alive againe, and heere | 
2 with * 


th 


| 


ruptedthis holy nature. And therefore Da#id when | 
in that Pexitentiall Plalme,his repenting hearteuen | 


' 


Plalm. 51.5. | 


2. Examples | 
of the goaly 
finning. 


rm 


Audiant qui no 
ceciderunt, ne 
cadant, qui ce- 
cideruxt, vt ſur- 
gant: noncaden- 
di exem/um pro- 
ponitar , ſed 
cecidery, reſure 
gens. Aug.in | 
Plal. 51, 
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| Ceciderat latſu 
cupiditatys, non 
patrocinis ſan. 
(litatis Corre- 
tres eſt per Pro- 
phetam non lap. 
ſus eft in Pro. 
pheta.Hoc inte 
amas quoa Da- 
uidin ſe odit ? 
Avug.in Pſal.1, 
Heb.12.7, 


3. I2norance, 


; in h«mifjatton,co be raiſed vp toſuchan height, as to 


withvs on earth, as there would be diuers other 
matters of griefe vnto them, fo I thinke nothing 
mote,then to ſee the horrible abuſe,as of their ver- 
twes,lo of their imperfections: of their vertues when | 
in that regard they are defiled by the ſuperſtitious | 
Idolater: of their 7nfirmities and imperfections when | 
for them they are madethe patrons of hatefull and. 
ſhamefull deformities,by the looſe Libertine. As it 
would grieue them to ſee thoſe vertiues, the weake-! 
neſſe whereof madethem to fall downe before God, 


| 


make others fal downe tothem inadoration:to allo to 
fee their fins,which wrought ſhame in themſelues, to 
worke impudencie in others.It Dauid had committed 


| to the //raelntes clond, thatled themin the wildernes. 


adultery,as thinking it noſuch greatmatter,becauſe 
of the example of ſome Prophets before him, there 
had binſome more colour in his excuſe : But Danuid 
fell onely through his owne concupiſcence,not vpon 
any patronage of lioly mens examples. A Propher 
with his words rebaked him for his fin: No Prophet 
with his deedes fleſhed him in his fin:why doft thou 
loue in thy ſelfe that which Daxzd hated in himſelfe? 

To concluderthis point,the examples of holy men 
inthings imitable, are compared by the holy Ghoſt 


But their vnwarrantable examples arelike theblacke 


part of the cloud, which whoſoeuer ſhall follow,with 
thoſe Egyptians, together with them, he is liketo be 
drowned in the ſcaof eternall deſtruCtion. 

The third Fhift is their Z2zorance and want of car» 
ning. They ſay they are no Schollers nor booke-lear- 


red: and therefore, howſocuer theſe things they are | 
ace 
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accuſed of, would beſcarcetollerable in others, yet 
in them chey are very excuſable. For the diſcouery 
of this deceit, we muſt vnderſtand,that there is atwo- 
fold /enorance. A plane and ſimple ignorance,andallo 
a wilful and aff: &ed.Theplaine and ſimple ignorance, 


though ir may extenuare, yer it cannot altogether 


excuſe. The ignorance of thy Princes Lawes will 
not excuſe thee in his Court, and thinkeſt thou that 
in Gods Court,who isfarreſeucrerthen any mortal] 


Princes lJawesareprinted and publiſhed, and therfore 
may beknowne, vnleſle we be eyther careleſſe or wil- 
full; ſo alſo are Gods. Art thou then ignorant ? the 
fault is thine owne , it cannot therefore ſane thee 
harmeleſſe.Noythe ſeruant notknowing his Maſters 
will muſt be beaten with ſomeſtripes,if he docit not, 
rhough nor with ſo many as he,that knowing it, does 


| beaten with as many if nor more : for this kinde of 


ignorance increaſeth the ſinne rather then any whit 


| leflens it. And hete, as in the caſe of drunkennefle, 


d.uble puniſhment is worthily deſerued ; becauſc 
they doe willingly ſhut their owne eyes, that they 
might not ſee, and doe of ſet purpoſe nuzzic 
themſelues in ignorance, though the light on euery 
fide incompaſſe them, thinking thereby ro procure 
to themnſelues alibertic of ſinning, without guiltines: 
but they are decciued. Here truely hath placethat 
ſaying, T he ignorance of the 1ruth can be no excuſe to 
ſane their condemnation, who had they had a will to 


wight,the plca of ignorance ſhall be heard?tfor as the| 


ſecke the truth might eaſily have had the 5hull to finde it, 
| L 


3 They 


Excuſat 4 tanto, 
ſed nos a tots, 


Luke 12.47.48 | 


it not. But yet if his ignorance be the ſecond kinde |... 
| of ignorance, wilfull and affe ied, then hee (hall be 


\ 
Auth.op im- 
perfect in 
Mat.hom. 44- 
Nec poteſt eus e ſſe 
excuſaiioen- 
demnationu 12 
norantia veritd. 
tu, quibus fuit 
inneniendifacul- 
tas, ſe fuiſſet 
querendi volun- 
tA. 
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tia, Tl arp re 
voluntartum & 
peccatum, £x 
intentI97zem 
wvoluntati ad 
peccandum pro 
wenit, quod alt- 


genorantia dum- 
num propter li- 
bertat ems pec- 
cands, 


{ 4. Tranſlation 
ypon others. 


{cit [e cacam , 
ſubinde rogat 
pedagoguma, vt 
mores Alt 
domum tembro. 


| ſameſſe. 
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| They double their-guiltineſle, they twiſt the bonds 
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quis vault ſubvire | 


Epiſt, 50, Ne- 


The aeceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 


of their iniquities ftronger,and adde further weight 
ro their {tnne, when they thinke ro make ir lighter. 
 Torhis purpole Thomas the Schoole-map ſpeaketh 
| very iudiciouſly, thus: Sometimes it happencth that 
| 1210rance 5 dzrectHy, andinit ſelfe voluntarie,as when | 
one is willingly ignorant, that hee might ſinne the more. 
freely. And ſuch ignorance /eemeth to increaſe our v0. 
luntarineſſe, and ſo our ſinne : for it proceedeth altove- | 
ther from the intention of the will [ct wponſmninz,that | 
2 1148 will willingly ſuffer the damage of ignorance, to | 


« 


 emoy the freedome of ſumming. 
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of the deceit of the heart in tranſlating the finne from | 


' - our ſelues vpon ſome other cauſe. 

F' HE fourth deceitfull tricke in clearing our 
ſelues, when guilty, is that of Tranſlation, when 
by laying the fault vponſome other cauſe, we would 
alrogether disburthen our ſelues thereof. Wherein 
ze heart of man is ſo ſubtle, thar if it can finde out 
any other thing or perſon, that in theleaſt fort may 
ſeemeto be bur the leaſt piece of an occaſion, that 

ſhall be fufficient to free it ſelfe of all manner of 
blame. Harpaſt,a blinde woman in Sexeca,would nor 
yet be perſwaded that ſhewas blinde,but found fault 
with the houſe wherein ſhe was,as being oucrdarke : 
ſo fareth it with vs in our ſpirituall blindneſfe, and 

other ſuch like defeQs, hard is it if we finde not our } 

| ſome-| 
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ſomething that mult eaſe vs of all che burthen of the 
blame. 

As firſt of all, how vſuall is that tranſlation vp- 
on the fleſh. O ſay the prophane, as of old in f#- 
| ens time,, ſo ſtill when charged with their wicked- 
neſſe;not we,but the fleſh.\Weot our ſelues hauegood 
wils to doe otherwiſe, wee like and approve ot the 
beſt things, but the fleſo ouer-malters vs, that as a 
violent ſtreame carries vs away, And therefore wee 
ecuſt we may ſay with Parl, 1t is no more wee that doe 
it, bat ſinne that dwelleth in vs : but this is a groſle 
deceit. 

For firſt, they ſhould conſider who Paxl was that 
vſed theſe words, and of what ſinnes; not operand 
 grofſe, from which eucn his Phariſaiſme was free, 
but of znward infirmities, whereby he felt the perte-. 
Aion of his good workes to be hindered. How 
ſhamefull then is itto bring that in defence of open 
ſcandals, which is ſpoken concerning priuie and 
ſecretinfirmities ? | 
| Agpaine, none can ſay concerning their {ins,that 
' rhey are nor theirs, bur the fleſhes, ſaue they, who 
| beſides the fleſh hauethe ſpirit incountringthe fleſh. 
Butin theſe kinde of men, in whoſe mouths this ex- 
cuſe is ſo ordinarie, there is no ſtrife at all betwixt 


neyrher is there any thing.in them but corruption. 
Therefore itis an idle ſpeech for them to fay,wot we 
but the fleſh, that is, not we, but we. For what elſe are 
they bur fleſh, in vnderſtanding, memory, will, affe- 
Ctions, ſoule, and body, &c ? But yer when they are 
4 to commit ſomeſin,they feele ſomercliſtance. True: 


the ſpirrt andthe fleſh, For they arenothing but fleſh, | 


1. Vponthe 
fleſh. 

Multi concu- 
piſcentys carnage. 
libus vitti com. 
mittunt queqz 
facrmora, oe im- 
mundicys tam 
peſſioris vo' ue 
tantur, ques 


| twrpe eft etiam 


dicere, & dicunt 

{bi iſa verba 
Apoſtoli, nan 

e 0, &c, Auz, 


Phil. 3, 


4 
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Thedciff. rence | but this 1eliſtance is not from the minde renewed, and 
- CE ſo conſenting vato, and delighting in the Law, as 
ncrate from | holy and good, as in Paul; but from the minde onely 
tharwhich1s | ;l;ghtnea,to ſee thefearcfullpuniſhments that ſhall 
- +a follow vponthe {inne. And hence it is that the com- 
Rom, 7.22. | bat inthe regenerate isin the ſame faculties of the 
ſoule, betwixt the will and the will, the-affe&ions ' 
and affeRions ; becauſe as euery part of the ſoule. 
is partly carnall, partly ſpirituall, ſo alfo the will 
and affections. hence it comes to paſlc,that when 
the renewed part of the will carryesvs to good, the 
vnregenerate part, thatis, the fleſ,ſwayes vs toewll. 
But the combat in the vnregenerate is betwixt de- 
ers faculties of the ſoule; as betwixt the vnderſtan- 
ding and the will, betwixt the conſcience and the 
affeQions : The will and affeftions of an vngodly 
man doe not hold backe, or make any reliſtance, 
when hee is tempted to ſinne : for they are wholy 
carnall, and haue not eyther the leaſt hatred of the 
{ine forbidden, or loue of the Law forbidding ir, 
and therefore they are ſera gogge,and drinke in int 
Tob 15.16. | quitie,as the fiſh doth water:butonely his conſcience, 
inlightened by God to ſeethe terror of the puniſh- 
ment, cauſeth a demurre ro be made. Hered in his 
| inceſt may feele inwardly ſomeobicQiions alleaged 
againſtit but yet heloues his inceſtwithall his heart, 
and in like manner hates the ſeauenth Commande- 
ment forbidding it, and wiſhes with all his heart 
there were no ſuch Commandement. Thoſe obic- 
ctions therefore are made,not by his will delighting 
inthe Law,and ſo ſaying; How can 1 dee this and ſinme | 
azainſi God ? But by the mmnge terrified with the 
chreat-| 
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threatnings ofthe Law. The voyce of Davids con= 


this adultery. The voyce of Herods ſtrife in his incet} 
is this, 1 conſent tothe Law that it is true in threatning | 
inceſt with the curſe of God, and feele terror in the ap- | 
prehen/jon of it. So that the oppolition which rhe re-. 
generate make againſt {inne,is from the apprehenſi- | 
on of the goodnes of the Commandement : the oppoll- | 
tion of the varegenerate, from the apprehenſion of 
the truth of the rhreatning : the former from lowe, 
the latter from feare. | 
Now though this be ſufficient to diſcouer this 
deceit to thoſe that will deale faithfully with them- 
ſelues in the examination of their owne hearts : yer, 
for the further ſtopping of the mouth of iniquitie, 
thar excellent ſpeech of the Apoſtle is tro beremem- 
bred,The fleſh Iuſteth againſt the ſpirit, and the ſpirit a- | Gal.y.r7. 
gainſs the fleſh and theſe are contrary one to the other, ſo 
| chat ye cannot ds the ſame things that ye would, Where 
the fleſh is reſiſted by the Spirir , ir neucr wholly 
preuailes, but in ſpight of it teeth is broken of her 
wiil, it cannot doe that it would, but in theſe men 
the Fleſh doth wharſocuer it would; the a&70n 
of ſinne is as ready as the #:mptation ; they line, 
they lye, they wallow, and tumble themſelues in 
their linnes 3 they make a daily trade of their vn- 
cleannefle, prophanenefle, worldlineſſe : ſhall any 
man now. perſwade- mee that the ſpirit-is in them, 
ſtruggling with the fleſh? Certainly, if there- were | 
| butthe leaft dramme ofthe ſpiricto-reſift, the fleſh | 
ſhould 


f:& with humſelte in his adulrery was this, 7 conſent | "a ilud(bonis) 
to the Law that it is moſt holy and uſt im forbidding a+ Leben, Hr 


| dultery, and therefore 1 cannot wholly gine my aſſent to | lum) libebat & 
vinciebat, Aus. 


confell.1,8,c.5, 


ney. emmy 
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(ſhould not {innethus freely, without interruption* 
it ſhould ner alwayes hold the reynes, and fit at the | 
| 3 Oor. 9 327. | helme. 1 beate my body, that is, I moleſt and vexe the | 
—— fleſh, the old Adam, that is in mees and marke what 
followes, [bring it in ſubie&ion.Wherethen the fleſh 
alwayes flouriſheth -and triumpheth, and is neuer | 
brought vnder , their never is any true reſiſtance, 
there is no ſpirit, the aduecrſarie that (hould trou-. 
ble ir. | 
ObietF. But it will be ſaid, did not David in his | 
adultery doe that which his fleſhly will would 2 4»/. 
Noz not wholly, not fully. For firſt of all, by rea- 
ſon of the reſiſtance of the ſpirit, he could nor take 
 |that fulneſle of pleaſure which a venerious Epicure 
| wonld. Further, the fleſh would haue had him ſlept 
ſecurely, and gone on ſtoutly ſtill in thar finne, and 
to have doneas much toothers, as to Barh/heba, but 
becaule of che contradittion of the ſpirit gaineſay- 
ing the fleſh, hee covld nor ſo blefle his foule in his 
ſinne, he could not lye tumbling in his mire, but 
was forced to riſe vp, and waſh lumſelfe in the wa- 
. ters of repentance. And wilt thouthart after thy fit- 
\Exod. 32-6. |ting downe to finne, neuer riſelt againe vnleſſe it 
5 1h-49" Hey |be as thole lſraclices, that ſate downe to cate and 
tum, ſinoncen- | Arinke, and roſe vp to play, that is, to the doing of 
cop;ſcet & ſpi1i- | ſome worſe matter, wilt thou plead the combat of 
fe atuberivm, \the fleſh and the ſpire ? Excellently S. 4uſtin. The 
Siautem ſp:ri- | fleſh Infleth againſt the ſpirit. If the ſpirit dee not alſs 
Cs ſer. \lafÞ againſt the flrſb, they commit adulterie : For what | 
\tudfam vtes, ſhould hinder ? But if the ſpirit luſt againſt the fleſh. 
j nes 266 [chew 1 may ſee thee indeede-ſhrewdly aſſaulted, wholly 


deo, In Euaug. | , 
eg. Pen I canwot. 
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Well then, the varegenerate cannot excuſe their | 
ſinnes by the fletb, becauſe the fleſh,and they being 

all one,in accuſing the fleth,they accufe tnemlelues, 
What then?inay tne regenerate?Neyther:for where- 
as the fl:/þ in chen is onely aſlaweand eaptiue,deadly 
wounded by God, at firſt conuerſion , and daily 
awed by the contrarietie of the ſpire, that they yer | 
ſhould be foyled by the fleſs, that the floſs ſhould fo 
farrepreuaile withthem, as to bring forth the fruits 
of diſobedience, this ſeemeth rather to adde, then 
any whit to diminiſh their {inne : for as for the wic- 
ked,they are nothing but fleſh,they haue no aduerſa- 
ry tothe fleſh in themſelues,thac might buckle with 
it: but the godly they have the ſpzr4,which of ir ſelfe | 


as Chriſt ſayes, is prompt and reazy, but that wee by | Muth. 26. | 


our {loath and negligence diſable ir. Therefore the 
Scripture vpon theſe grounds exhorts the godly to 
good dutics, becauſe of the regeneration of their 


| dienCe 3 as S. 1ames, hauing made mention of our 
new birth : Of his owne will begat he vs by the word of 
truth, thereupon inferreth, Wherefore let ruery man 
be ſwift to heare,ſlow to ſpeake, &c. And S, Peter ha-> 
uing exhorted to/one one another, with a pure heart 
feruent ly, annexeth this reaſon, Berng borne anew not | 


ro ſubdue their corruption, and foto performe obe- 


of mortall ſeed, but immortall,&c. Now itis ſhame: 


;his regeneration hath enduedwith ſpirituajHife and | 


fulfera man that hath ſtrengrth,and is furniſhed with | 


weapons, to ſuffer the theefe to take his purſe from 
him ; ſo 1s it for the regenerare man, whom God. in | 


firength, whereby hemight beableroftriac againit | 
| and 


Laines 1. 18.19. 
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z Cor. 3. 3.* 


| heart would have holpenthe matter wich this: Alas ! 


and make his part good with the fleib, ro ſuffer ir to 
robbe him of any ſpirituall grace. Specially whenas 
the fleſhin them isas an vnderling, cruthed and rrod 
vndertheir feerte. VVhata thame 1s this for a man to | 
be eucrcome by his baſe vaſlall,whowas once alrea- 
dy before ouercome by himleltfe ? Ihis therefore is 
matter of humiliation, and deeper aggrauation of 
our ſinnes, that God having diſarmed the fleſh, and 

ſubicAed it to vs, yet weby our fauouring of it, as | 
the ]/raclites the Canaanttes,haue nouriſhed a ſnake 
in our owne boſomes, and haue ſuffered it to grow 
to that head, that it ſhould be ready to ouertop vs. 
Ti:erefore the Apoſtle doth not extenuate bur ag- 
gravate the faQtions of the Corinthians by this, that 
theſe things came from the flz/b in them, and were 
fruirs of their carwaitie. Therefore hee ſayes by way 
of vpbrayding, 7 ce are yet carnall. Mans deceitfu]l 


rhough wee be regenerate, yet weare ſtill alſo car- 
nall in part, and the fleſþ will be working : But the 
holy Ghoſt recorts it thus; as you are naturally car- 
nall, ſo by your new birth, yee now are become 


| ries ſoſtrong a hand over you?that ſhifting then off 


ſpiritua]l : whata ſhame thenis this for you,thatthe 
ſpirit performes his office no betcer in quelling the 
fleſh, that the feſh is ſtill ſo Jufty and liucly in you, 
that one would thiske you were wholy carnal] and 
not ſpirituall at all;thar after fo long a time of your 
regencration,you are ze ſo carnall,the flef ſtill car- 


the fault to the fleſh is idle, whether in-the wicked, 
or inthe godly. By 
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» | andplaces, where we liuc,and the wickedneſſe of men 
with whom wee conuerſe. Becauſe the times gene- 
{rally are ſo corrupt and euill, therefore wee thinke if 
, | we be corrupt in them, thefault is not ors, bur the 
| times. S. Pauls argument is cleane contrary, Redee- | Ephcl. 5. 16, 
| ming the time, becauſe the dates be exill. The badneſle 
of the times did not ferue with S. Pas! for a cloake 
to excuſe our conformitie to the times, in waſting 
our time wickedly, as others doe; bur as a ſpurreto 
excite vs to be ſo much the more carefull of our 
ſelues, not to be ſwayed with the common ſtreame, 
in the idle and prodigall expenſe of our time, but to 
reſcue it out of the hands of ſinfull vanities, and to 
fpend it wholly for che good of our owne ſoules. And 
ood reaſon have we ro makethis vſc of thecorrup- 
tion of the times; for, if the aire be generally infeQi- 
ous, had we not need to beſo much the more ſtri& 
in our dier, and carefull in the vſe of wholeſome pre- 
| ſervatiues? Surely the worſe the times are, the nee 
rer grow. they to their end, and therefore ſo much. 
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the mare apprehenſiue ought we to be of the occa- | 
| frons of _ becauſe the day, in which onely wee | 
canworke,is declining apace,andthar feirefull nigbt 
approxcherh;whereinnone can worke. FT 
Bur yer, for all this, it is nolefſe vſuall for mento 
vſe this excuſe in defence of their owne e ities | Nonego ſam 
| now, then it hath beene heretofore. Senu2hew- | © ſe 
'3 |ethhow in his time many would be ready troWead | ter viuere poref; 
; thus for themſclues, 1 am not ambitions; but no wap | 1" 31/6 _— 
ean live otherwiſe in Rome. I am not prodigally ſumptu- F- —— 
ous; but the city will put a man tooreat charges. It is not | pevſes exigit. 
| m9 fault that as yet 1am not entred intoaſethedcourſe of \ Xn Fmeen | 
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Quid nos deci- 
pine ? now oft 
extrinſecus hoc 
ma'um, intra nos 
eſt in viſceribus 
ip/isharet, 


Tony non refert 


q quam mAagnus, 


ſed quo ixcidat : 
| nan eta maxi 
mum ſolid a non 

receperwnt; rure 
ſes arida, et 


1 corrifi facilia 


ſcintillam quoq; 


| feuent »/q; 4d 


encendium, 


Sen. Epift.18. 


Phil 4 22. 


Lot inperverſe 
ciuitate iuſfus, 
in monte peccauit 
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\ life. 1t is my youth and hot bloud that doth this. Bur as 
he excellently addeth, j1ky doe wedeceiue owr ſelnes? 
This ewill is not from without, from any extrinſecall 
cauſe, it is within vs; it ſtickes in our very bowels, If we 
lived elfewhere,in other places,and companies, vn- 
lefſe our hearts within were changed, we ſhould ſill 
be the ſame men. Por, thar it is not in the place, 
that weearethus and thus peruerted, will appeare c- 
uidently, if wee caſt our cies vpon others, that haue 
lived in as cuill times and places,and yer like fiſhes, 
retayning their ſweetneſle in the ſalt ſea, like Sela- 
manders, vnſcorched in the fire. It matters not ſo 
much how great the fire be which lighterh vpon a 
place, as of what qualitie the thing 1s whereon it 
lighreth : for een a great deale of fire falling vpon 
hard and folide ſubſtances wouid not once kindle, 
and alittle ſparkle in dry, chippy, combuſtible mar- 
ter hath quickly burnt vp all. So itskils not ſo much 
what the place be, as what the minde. Mindes well 
diſpoſed, and carefully watching oucr themſclues 


haue continued in the corrupteſi places wichour 
ſpot; as 1o/eph, Achemiah, Danicl, SF. 65 the 
Sarof Narb Artaxerxes, Nabuchodonczer, 4- 
| hab; and S. Pau/rnaketh mention of Saints in Nerves 
court, that monſter of nature, Contrarily,the minde 
being ſecure, or otherwiſe ill diſpoſed, the beſt pla- | 


ces hate beene no priviledges againſt finne. Wir- | 
nefle 4dam, that ſinned in Paraasſe; the Devill, thar 


fellin Zeaven,in Gods owne court. Lo falling in Gods | 
court, and flandmy in Neroes, Lot continued chaſt in 
filchy Sodomre, and yet fell gricuouſly in the ſolitary 
& retired mountaine: vniuſtly then areplaces charged. | 
Bf As: 
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| As vniuftly,inthe third place, are our callings,and 


that they muſt needes negleR the kingdome of God 
[in prayer, reading, mediation, ſandtification of the 
Saboths; which if to doe be ſ{inne,nor they but their 
| callings mult becalled into queſtion, But wee muſt 
{know that nocalling is a calling away from God,nove- 
cation is an auocation from godlines:but as our Sart- 
our ſpeakes of the Saborh,ſo alſo may itbe ſaid of our | 
callings : Man was not made for callings,but callings for 
man, that is, for his good, not for . 4 hurt or hinde- 
rance of his ſoule. Certaine therefore ir is that this is 
bur a deceittull excuſe: for David & Danzeltaken vp 
withthe many and waighty affaires of ciuill gouern» 
ment(alas,whatarethy occaſions to theirs) they yet 
could findeleaſureto pray thriſe a day. And tell me, 
thou whothuspleadeſt the troubleſome diſtrattions 
of thy calling,dothey ſo pofſefſethee that thou canſt 
[neither {lcep,nor cate & drinkegfor allthy bufineſſles, } 
I dare ſay, thou doſt not wholly depriue thy ſelfe of 
; theſe neceflary comforts.And art thou yer to learne, 
 thattheſe arenot ſo neceflary for the body, bur the 
| exerciſes of Godsſervice are as neceſſary cuery way 
; forthe ſoule } Remember the examples of the wo+ 
; man of Sarmeria,leauing her pitcher at the well, & of 
| the Shephearas, leaving their flocks forthe buſines of 
| Chriſt;& learne by them that our particular callings 
; muſt giue placerothe gexerall calling of Chriſtiawity. 
; And good reaſon,Onekindnes deſerues another,Qur 
generall calling of Chriſtianity is norſo vniuſt, as to 
ſcizcordinarily vpon al the time of our particular cal- 


lings:therfore Chriſt will rather rob his cies ofleep, 


the imployment ofthem; which, fay many.are ſuch, C 


and | 


 FY 


Tohn 4. 28. 
Luke 2+ 15. 


Mar, 14, 230 
Luke 6. 13, 
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and pray all night, then by praying all the daytime, | 
rob his perſenall calling of it due time: VVhy then 
ſhould our particular callings beſo vnkinde as to cn- 
creach vponour gererall calling, and to take fromir 
chatlittle time of the mornivg and evening, not con- 
tent with her owne ſo large allowance: like the rich 
man in Nathars parable, that ftole from the poore 
man his one onely ſheepe, having many of his ewne. 
It had beene more tolletable for the poore man to 
| hauetaken one of the rich mans. And of thetwoitis 
' more allowablefor the generallcalling,to make bold 
| with the time ef our perſopall,then contrarily : both 
becauſe ourgenerall calling hath not the ziche of that 
time which the per/ozall hath, as alſo, becauſc the 
workes of this calling are far more worthy and ex- | 
cellent, as thoſe which directly and immediately re- 
ſpect God himſelfe. And yet thou wouldeſt not al- 
low this for a iuſt excuſe in him , that all the ſixe 
dayes hath negleQted his particular calling, that he 
 didattend all that while, Prayer, Reading, Medita- 
tion. How then ſhould thine owne negleR of Gods 
ſcruice vpen the Saboth, and the mornings and exen- 
ings of other dayes beexcuſed?thinkeft thou by the 
following of thy werldly eccafions? foras vnder pre- 
rence am and meditation we may not become 
Monkes,and wholly giueouer oceafions inthe worle: | 
ſoneyther vader pretence of our worldly occaſions, 
may wee become prophane }/orlalings, and wholly 
| | |forſake theworſhip of God. 
| oo con- | Others blamethe condition of their life,Oſay they 
[wee arepoore men) that haue nothing to liue by, 


ſauce theſe hands, Can wee needy handierafes-men, 
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or poore labourers be Dizines? Yea{o much the ra- 
ther,ſayes Chriſeftome,may yaupractile true dinini- 
tie, When wrath; enuy, and otherfuch like corrup- 
tions ſhould be curbed,doth pouerty then ler thee? 
or are riches able to. maſter'and mortifie ſuch affe- 
Qions 2 Doth ponerty hinder thee from being hum- 
ble,ſobcrgcmperatearatcbfullinpraier? or isjtnor 
rathera greatfurtherance tetheeinalltheſe? Doth 
not pouerty ſ{erue to tameand meeken thee, totake 
downe thy pride, te prickethee to prayer ? Or what 
vertue is. there that needeth money+for the practiſe 
| thereof? Thouwilrſay liberalitic.: yea, bureucn- this 
vertue alſo, faith that Father, hath ſhined 'more 
brightly by reaſon of pouettic, The poore widowes 


| two mites werea better altnes; thenall chereſtof the| 


richer ſort. See then how.thou: flandereſt thy po- 
uertie, the Miſtreſle of ſo many vertues. Remember 
S. Paul a poore tent-maker,and yet noleſle holy in 
his /2p among his zexts, then in his fudy among his 
Bookes and Partchments:avd by his cxamplelearne 
how thy ſhop may be v{ed, eucn as-an'Qratorie, or 
place of. greateſt deuotion. Neuer tell mee thy han- 
dy labours abſtratthy minde from heauenly medi- 
tations. Paul a tent-maker , working with his hands, 
could yet lay, Oar connerſation is in beaucn. Neuer 
complaine of the pinches of pouerrie that they lay 
thee open to the Diuels temptations. VVho euer ris 
cher then, 4dawin Paradiſe? Who eucrpoorerthen 
lob on the Dung-bill? yet in Paradiſe $athan foyled 
Adam, onthe Dung-hill, lobfoyled Sathawn. 
Well, if the fault be onely in peuertic;and not in 
thine owne corruptien, then giye thee a more libe- 
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| rall portion of theſe outward things,and wee ſhall 
ſee thee mend preſently. And fo happily thou per» 
{wadeſt thy ſelte. But how acceirfully the miſerable | 
experience of others may teach thee,who, of poore 
| becomming rich, hauc withall, of neughr become 
worle. ' | 
—_— In the tifc place yee [hall heare ſome transferring 
ens. © | thefaultypon the outward occaſions, whereby they 
were entiſed to ſinne 3. not conſidering , that the 
record; | outward obiefts themſelues are dumbe, and ſay 
T9 &TIY- | nothing,,and that it is onely their owne corruption 
9% T&- | that entiſerh them. For they that hauc made 4 cour- 
Tor,XMC Wh | mant with their eyes,as ob did, they can looke vpon 
&vTov h- | the wine when it ſprinchletbin the glaſſe,and nor inor- 
gecToy OrIet | 1; 2ately long.to Crinke t'they can behold fayre and 
079 77479 |} autifyllwomet, and yetnotintemperately luft after 
.--— ;. |them. They that have put the &nzfe of mortificati-- 
lob 31. | on to their throates,can (iratarulers tableſwimming 
with all manner of dainties,and yer not exceede the 
h . . | bounds of ſobrietie. hat? muſt the cable be accu- 
| Pro.23. 2 |ſed2no,thine owne appetite;Thruſt (laith Salowmen)thy 
knife, notinto the table, but inro thineowne throate. 
| Mar, 18.9. So, muſt wemen be raken away ?-no, bur thine owne 
| eze, that is, the corruption in thine eye, faith our 
{ Ad pop. Aut. | = pn This cauſeth thee to offend. Chri/eſlome- 
_— i hauing ſaid, the beautie of a womans 1s 4 great ſnare, 
preſently corres himleife, ay rather , ſaith hee, 
— not a:womans beauty, but a mans Inſting looke, Let vs 
n0s atcuſe the things; but our ſelues; let vs not ſay, let 
| | there be no women, but let there be no adultery, ana 
| fornication: neyther let vs ſay, let there wot be a belly, 
| but; bet there net ba ginttony,@c. 
| PH MA _ Sixth, | 
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Sixtly. Many there are thar father their finnes 
vrpon the Dizell. It may be indeede the Divell was 
the father begetring , but for all that, their ewne 
nanghty hearts might well enough be the morhers 
conceining, and bringing them forth. And what 
could that father haue done without this morher # 
The Diuell cannot preuaile againſt vs, but by the 
helpe of our owne corruption. Hee might ſtrike 
fire long enough cre there would be any burning; 
did not wee -finde him tinder. Therefore'S.. lanes 
ſayes, Every man when hee is tempted, is entiſed and 
drawne away by his owne concupijcence, though yetthe 
| Dixell have a hand, and that no ſmall one, in temp- 

ting of vs. Yet becaulc, he doth onely allure vs, and 


| 


a per ſwading ſleight,not an inforcing might;he cannot 
make vs finne againſt our. wils, becauſe our owne 
concupiſcence carrycththechicteſtſtroke,therefore 
he ſaſpeaketh, Exery man is tempted, not by the Di- 
wel, but by his owne concprfcence . And therefore, 
| howſoguer the ſame S4rhan that tempted Damid to 
nunber the. people, had his finger alſo, in all like» 
hood m that matter of Y#4ah , yer Dauid accuſerh' 
not \athan, but his owne corruption, 1 ſwine 1 was 
conceived. Bur let vs heare whar S. An/ter ſaith to 
ſuch as thus excuſe rhemſelſues : If Sa2hay, ſaith he, 
onely ſpake, and God held his peace, then mighteſt 
| thou -haue ſome matter of excule. Bur now thine 
eares are ſet in the midſt betwixt Gods admoniti- 
ons onthe, one lide, and Sathans ſuggeſtio 
the other {idez why,doe they incline themfelues to 
theſe and tur:xe away from thoſe. Sathan ceaſeth 


lay baites for vs, but not con/traine vs, he hrathionely| 
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| not-to perſwadethar which is cuill: butneyther doth-| 
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perſwaſion of Sathan thou-haſt done any evill,) ler 
Sathan goe,accule thy ſelfe; that thou maiſt by this | 
acculing of thy ſelfe obtaine Gods pardon. Deſireft 
thou to accuſe him that can have nopardon? accuſe | 
thy ſclfe, and thou ſhalt forthwith be pardoned. | 
Seazenthly. Others there are that flye vp into the 

heaucn, and there flyevpon the Sterres and conffellas | 
tions,, Such; Auſten complayned: of, thar, giving, 
care tothe deceits of the 4ſtrolozians, bought dearh | 
of them with their money, dearely; meanctime con- 
remning life, offered them-by Chriſt, freely. The 
vſuall ptca:of theſe men was, in their adulreries, to 
accuſe Yen; in their murthers, Mars. Belike ther |. 
(ſaith 4#ftcn, very ſweetly ſcoffing at them ) Venus 
is the adultereſſe, not thow 3 Mars the martherer, not | 
theu, But take. thow beede leaſt thou: thy ſeife be dam-| 
ned inſiead-of Mars and Venus. If the 41ſtroldgiity him. 
ſelfe ſhould take his owne wife in- wanton behauiour 
with sther men, will be not diſcipline her and correct 
her for it*let her they fee if ſhe can tell bim that Venus 
is:0 be beaten, and notſhe? 
Eightly. Others yet, being more audacious, af- 
cend higher, and goe beyond the Starres, eucn to 
God himſelfe, to charge him with their finnes. Thus 
did'Agam, when hee {aidin defenceof his owne ca- 
ting,the womanthou ganeſt me, ſhe gane me itz cloſely 
taxing God himſelfe : as if hee ſhould haueſaid,vn- 
lefle 'thqu-hadſt given:mee this companion 1 had | 
notcaten.S:lames ſeemesto ayme ar theſe, when he | 
| ſaithzLet m9 man when heis temptea, ſayhe 18 m—_— [ 
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of God, God, that hateth, forbiddeth, threatneth, 
puniſheth ſinne, can hee poſhbly rempr vnto ſinne? 
yea, but thou ſayeſt hce decreed my linne; for no- 

thing comes to paſſe, without his will. The ſecond | 
cautes moue not, vnlefſe they be moued by the! 
firſt. 1 anſwere. The firſt cauſe is notthecaiile of the | 
errour that is in the motion of the ſecond, though it 

be the cauſe of the motion. As in the wheeles of a 
C locke, the principall wheele , with rts motion, 
turnes about the lower, yet if there be any errour in 
the motion of the lower, it is no cauſe at all thereof. 
Now, finne is not properly any #0tzow, but an 
erroer in the motion of thy heart. Gods wil! being 
the firſt cauſe, is the cauſe of thy hearts morion, for 
in him we liue, moue,and bane our being; but if there 
be any finne, any errour in the motion, thine owne 
will is the cauſe thereof. For all that God hath to 
doe about it, is his voluntary permiſſion, whereby 


hee, withdrawing his grace from thee, leaueth thee | 


| 


to thy ſelfe, as not beeing bounde vnto thee. 


Hee doth not vrge thee, or prefſe thee vnto ſinne, ! 


Hee doth not infuſe, or inſtil] inro thy minde any 
wicked motions, as doth Szthan. Hee onely ſertteth | 
the baite, or the net, and doth not reftraine thy 
concupiſcence from carryingtheeto it: for he owes 
thee no ſuch ſervice : but he doth not take poles, as 
Sathan doth, and driue thee violently into the 
nct, Andyetif Satha»s temptation could not excuſe 
Adam, how rwchleſſe then Gods deſer tion? ' | 

The /af? tranſlation which now I will ſpeake of, is 
vpon our 'brethren, whom if, in any ſort, wee can 
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draw into the ſociety of the ſame finne with our 
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1 Importrnity 
of perſwaſion 
or intreaty, 


Exod.z 2.22. 


r:Sam.15 15. 
yetle 19, 
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{elues, we thinke preſently our ſclues ſufficiently dil- 


| it was not ſo much che Serpents woras,as her owne | 


| golden calfe,heput itoff tothe people, Thou knoweſ? 


| faſter on him , then chat ever ſuch (bifts ſbould 


| 
charged. Naw wee lay the fault vpon our brethren 
divers waics. 

x1 Vpon their counſel, perſwaſion , or intreatie, 
ſpecially if importunate. Thus wee ſhall heare ma- 
ny ſay, fuch a one he perſwaded me, he gave. me ill 
counſell, he importuned me, and would neuer giue 
ouer till ] had yeelded. This is rife in rtheeues | 
mouthes, going to execution: O if it had not beene; 
for ſuch an one, I had neuer come to this. I may 
thanke him. Nay, thou mayſt thanke thine owne 
naughty hearr, fo fit a prey for euill counſell. Thus 
Adam, in the beginning, laid the fault vpon his 
wife, and ſhee vpon the Serpent. Whereas indeede 


cares, ſo greedily bibbing in the poyſon of his| 
wards, which ſhee ſhould haue blamed. A4ron alſo 
was cunning in this kinde of tranſlaton, when being 
challenged by Moſes for his ſinnc in making the 


this people is ſet upon miſchiefe, and they ſaid unto me, 
Make vs Gods, Thus Aaren thought hee had ridde 
his hands of this finne, but the Scripture ſers ir 


take it off, Aaron made thens naked. Heere allo was 
Pilates deceit in waſhing his hands, thinking all 
the blame ſtucke in the high Priefts, and the reſt of. 
the /ewes, that fo vrged him with their clamorous 
importunitie, Saul likewife had this excufe ready 
at his fingers ends, the people hane ſpared, &c. And 
when yer Saymelagaine vrged him, wherefore haſt 
thos not abayed the voyce of the Lord ? he ſtil held ow 
cloſe 


- 
- 


The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 155 
cloſe to this defence, yea, ſaith he, / have obajed, but 
the people rooke, &c..tillthe ſecond reply of Sawnell | Veric 20. 
wrung from him this holde, and made h:m ſay,j 
1 haxe ſinned, 1 haue tranſgreſſed the Commandement 
of the Lord, becauſe 1 feared the people, and obayed 
their voyce. © 

2 Vpon the commandement, or example of our | 2 Commande- 
Superiours. Thus Chileren,ifthey were commanded _ OO RCOe 
going of cuill by their parents; ſeraants, if by their 
Maſters; ſubie&s,it by their Magiſtrates, thinke them- 
ſelues ſufficiently excuſed. If there be finne in that 
they haue done, they thinke the commander ſhall 
| anſwere to God for ir, Thou wittall, would this be 
a good anſwere before an earthly Magiſtrate in | 
caic of reaſon, felonte, yea, ora farre leſle matter, to 
ſay, Sir,my Maſter commanded me ? Or haſt thou 
here ſo much wit to ſaue thy ſelfe from the dan- 
ger of mans Law, as not to venture ypon thy ſupe- 
riours commandement.? and 'haſt thou ſo little 
wir, as to thinke Gods Lawes are lefle ſeere then | 
mans, that this anſwere, my Father, my Husband, 
my Maſter, my Magiſtrate commanded mee, may 
ſerne thy turne before Gods tribural] ? dareft thou | 
not ſtcale for all thy Mafters commandementr, for 
feare ofthe gallowes ? and yer, becauſe of thy Ma- 
flers commandement, wilt thou dare to prophane 
the Sabbath, withour all feare of hel ? thou thinkeſt | 
that the commandot that authoritic whicl1 is ouer | 
thee, will leſſen thy finne. Nay, rather it will ag- | 
grauate it. For if thou diddeft finne of thy ſelte, 
without the command of man, then thou diddeſt 
ſwmply reie& Gods commandement : Now thou 
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| | reieQeſt i ic wich a farre greater d;/orace and diſyarage- 
ment to God, For beides reiecting the onely wile 
God, thou. preferreit before him baſe and toolith' 
man. And fo by this meanes thy tinne 1s doubled. } 

t or firitthou {inneſt inneglecting Gods word, and | 
{econdly, in regarding mans before it. The authos| 

ricie then of our Superiours commandement,or ren, 

amplc, will little ſtead vs whes: God ſhall come o, 
{canne our ſinne. The Apoſtle dehorting the Corin- 
 thians from fornication, remembreth them of that 
fearetu!ll iudgement thar betcllche //raeclzies for this! 
fine, threeand twenty thouſand of them fell in one 
day, Now Meſes mentions foure and twenty thous | 
{and, whereot one thouſand were the chiefe Prixces 
of the people,the other three and twenty were thoſe 
of the interiour ſort, who fell into this ſinne pro- 
voked by the inſtigation and example of their 
Princes. \N hat thinke wee thould be the reafonthar 
the Xpoſtle ſhould rather inſiſt in the Secrall pur.iſhe 
ment of the p-ople, then in the common and gere- 
rall puniſhment both of Princes and People toge- 
ther? Some of the learned ſay, that the e4poſtle 
would hereby teach the Cormmriannthe fillineſle 
| and weakeneſle of this excuſe: whereby men vieto 
| defend thoſe ſinnes whereuntothey were {wa\ed by | 

' the force of their Gonernors auchoritie and exam- | 
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> Ce 


ple. For though this three and twenty thouſand of 


the people had their Princes example, euen a whole 
thouſand of thetn going betore, and drawing them 
after. yet they were drawne by them, as well into 
the ſame puniſhmeut, the fame deſtruction, as the 
ſame{inne. 
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3 Vponthe pronocations of others, who iniurie, 
gricuc, and cxalperate vs eyther by word or deede. 
As in chating and ſwearing it is vſuall,owhy what 
' ſhould one doe, when he is thus abuſed ? ſuch dea- 
ling as this would anger a very Saint. So ſaith the. 
| quarellous ard contentious man » if it were not | 
tor my ill neighbours I ſhould live more quietly 

and peaceably. True; it it were not for one ll 
neighbour of thine, that is, an cuill and naughty 
heart, full of gall and buterneſſe. 1hexce, faith 
lames, notably meeting with this deccit, aze ſfrifes 
and cantentions ? Ofayes the deceitfull heart of the 


as prouoke mee by their injuries. No, faith 1ames, 
they are from the luffs that fight in your members. 
Thou haſt a troubleſome heart diftempered with 
many inordinate paſſions, and that is the cauſe 
of thy rage and fury . For many men have recei- 
'ued farre greater injuries with farre lefle adoe. If 
\the Sea ſhould aſcribe her raging to the VVindes, 


wrangler, not from mee, hut from ſuch and ſuch | 


3. Prouoca» 
tions. 


Tames 4« I. 


'ir wight eaſily be conuinced , becauſe the ſame 
| windes blow vpon the Riuers, and yer they are ' 
| quiet. The reaſon thenis not in the windes, bur-the | 
 vaſtneſſe that is in the ſea ir ſelfe, which the little | 
_ {rivers wanting, are not diſquiered in hike manner | 
with the windes. If thy heart were not ſo vaſt and | 


.greatas it is, it would be nothing ſo*turbulent nor';|. 


 boyſterous, though the windes raged farre more 
| fiercelv then now they doe. Shake cleare water in 
[the glaſſe, and !0gge it as much as you will; ſtill it 
[reraincth-itclexreneſſe and puritie : but letſuch wa- 
ter wherein there is mudde at the'botrome; be'tir- 
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red, andpreſently ir will be fculent, corrupr, and 


affections ghat makes thy heart ſo troubleſome, 
| when ir is ſtirred with injuries. A heart free from 
| this mudde would be free from diſtemper, though 


what ſenſe is there in this, that becauſe men pro- 
if men anger thee, haſt thou no body to wreake 


eg , | thy Seruant, if, being angred and vexed by ſome 
| 0) -1- 74) | Of bis fellow-leruants, heethould cafe his Romacke 
Noucicey; $4.3 | YPON thy ſelte 2: And further, what reaſon is there 
Aly ie | 11 this, that, becauſe men hurt thee in thy body, 
Juxlw ,ca\M |g00ds or name, thou muſt therefore wound thy 
uxcuoaa, [elfe inthy ſoule and conſcience 3 which thou doſt, 
&v &\t 5vuvy- | when, vpon occaſion of theſe injuries, thou boyleſt 
dixorxvong Ug | in choller, and ſwelleſt in malice againſt him that 
4uxlw iow- | wronged thee? What a folly were this, if, being 
S {d\- {hurt inthe hand, weeſhould gocabout ro helpeour 


oxc,8&c, \ſelues, by daſhing out our braines againſt the 
3 wals 2 Our brother hurteth vs in our eſtate : This 
| brings -no lofle ro our ſoule : Bur when our re- 
| uengefull affeRions are vp, they bring hurt ro our 


 foule, euen the guilr of ſinne, in tranſgrefſing Gods 


this, hee bath wronged me thus and thus. Foole, none 
wrongs thee but thy ſelfe.Z7e hath taken away this and 
| that.Foole, thourakeſtthe beſt thing from thy ſelfe. 


conſider withall what God hath given thee, cuen in 
| | this his taking away. Man hath taken away ſome 
| 16,24 E tem- 


obſcure. [tis the mudde, and mire of thy corrupt | * 
| neuex ſo much toſſed and ſhaken. Then againe,|. 


uoke thee, therefore thou muſt prouoke God */'Vhart | 


Chryſ. ad pop. | thy anger vpon but God ? VWouldeft thou excuſe |. 


; Conamandements. Neuer then harpeſo much vpon | 


| | Thoutalkeſt ofthat which max takech from thee; but 
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temporal commodities: God giueth thee an occaſion 
. [of increafing thy /p#rit#all commodities,in ſhewing of 
true patience, humiliry, meckeneſſe, and ſuch like 
graces. This which God now giwerh is farre aboue 
that which men takerh fromthee. And yer,wiſe man 
| that thouart, becauſe man takes from theethe /efe, 
therefore thou thinkeſt thou mayeſt take from thy 
| ſelfethe greater. It is grofſe deccitthen roexcuſe our 
finnes, manifeſt wrongs to God,and eur owne fauls, | 
by the wrongs that others doe vs. That blaſphemer 
{inthe law had this excuſe,thart it was in heate,being 
prouoked by the contention of that other party. Yet 
for all that God would haue him ſtoned to death. 
'So Moſes tranſgreſſion at the waters of Meribah,was 
occaſioned by the vatowardneſle and rebellion of 
the 1ſraehtes, yetthis could not excuſe him before 
God, but for all that hee muſt be debarred from en- 
tring into Canaan, | 
4 Vpon the diſcouragements,and hindrances wee 
receive from others, as it were rubbes to vs in the 
way of godlinefle, O ſay ſome, concerning the 
performance of good duties;.if we might be coun- 
renanced by authoritie, holpen by our Miniſters, 
ſer forward and heartened by thoſe with whom, 
and of whom wee liue, oh then how zealous ſhould 
we be? but becauſewee have ſo many pinches, and 
pul-backes this way, wee thinke our coldneſſe, and 
backwardnefle in religion not ſo liable to cenſure. 
Thus many people impute their nor profiting, to 
the Miniſter, and the manner of his teaching. And 
if they had ſuch a Miniſter, oh how ſt.ould they 
thrive then? But as he in Sexeca having a thorne in 
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Pal, 63.1. 


Mar, 11.12, 


{ his foote complayned of the roughneſſe of the way, 


| uing thornes in their owne hearts, which make the | 
| word vnfruitfull, complaine of the rhornes in their 
| Minitters tongues, and make this ro bethe caule of 
| their ſo flowe proceedings. Contrarily, many Mi- 
niſters they blame their people, and tinnke rhatif 


their hearers would giue them ſuch incourage- 


delire to learne, &c. as ſome other people doe their 
Miniſters, they ſhould then performe the worke of 
the Lord more carefully, and comfortably, then 
pal! they doe. Bur the-truth 15, the cauſe princi- 


pally is in our owne corruption, which being not 
reformed , no incouragements to godlineſſe will 
much further vs, but being once redrefied, no dil- 
couragements can mich hinder vs. Therefore, if a 
(good, and throughly mortified Chrittian ſhould 
live vnder one of /rr9boams Prieſts, or with ba- 
niſhed Dauid ina «ry deſert, where there were no wa- 
ter, yet hee would thriue in the power of godlineſe; 
on the other iide,an vaſound Chriftian, though he 
lined vnder Chris owne miniſtery, as did 1v425, yet 
hee would come to nothing. So a good Propher, as 
: Moſes, Teremie,and others, though yoked with never 
ſo crooked a people, would yet thence rake occa(lj- 


ments, in regard of counteratice, maintenance, | 


[on of proucking their owne zeale. An euill one, | 


i 


that that was the cauſe of his limping, fo theſe, has | 


} 


though hee lived among the v/o/ent ones, that ?ake 
the kingdome of heauen by force, would yer be cold 
and careleſle, Let vs not then. deceiue our ſclues, to 
lay our -owne fault vpon the want of meanes, and 
ſo indeede vpon God himſelfe, For that wee have 
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not thoſe meancs wee ſo much ſeeme to deſire, and 
in the hauing whereof wee promiſe our ſelues ſuch 

reat matters of our ſclues : whence is it but from 
God that hath denycd thoſe meanes vnto'vs ? © if 
weliued vnder ſuch a mans miniſtery, if we enjoyed 
the daily company of ſuch and ſuch Chrittians, how 
ſhould wee proſper then ? Why ? but God hath not 
ſo diſpoſed that wee ſhould. It there were ſuch ne- 
ceſliry of, and efficacy in thoſe meanesas werhinke, 
he would not with-hold chem. Thinke wee not that 
God is in ſtead of all meanes to his; abundantly 
ſupplying them with the preſence of his ſpiric 5 who' 
| as hee was a {tle ſandFauary to his people when they - 
were diſperſed among the heathen, ſo likewiſe ill 
to vs now-alictle. Miniftery, a: little Colledge of 
Chriſtians, when his prouidence hath'depriucd vs 
of theſe meanes ? But loe, an euident conuidion of 

our deceitfulneſſe of heart. For when wee haue 

thoſe 'very ſclfe-ſame helpes,. by the want 

whereof we excuſed our ſelues, yet our 
former dulaeſſe and deadneſſe ftill 
Kicketh by vs, weare the ſame 
men that before. And of 
the deceitfull excuſe 
of Tranſlation 

ſo much. 
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Of two other deceirfull excuſes of ſnne, and che vſe | 
of the whole. | 


T: HE fit deceitfull excuſe is that of C#fome : 
O ſay ſome, when they are rebuked for their | 
{wearing,idle,and vaine formes of ſpeech, and ſuch 
like finnes, Trucly wee meant no hart, it 1s onely 4 cu» 
tome we haue got, and cannot now eaſily leaue. \N hat 
wretched madnelle is this, that becauſe wee are 
come to the very height of (inne, (for what clſe is 
 cuſtome in {inne? ) wee ſhould therefore thinke our 
ſelucs primiledged:ro fiune; that cuſtome in finne, 
then which nothing increacth finne more, ſhould 
be yſcd as an extenuation thereof ? The apoſtle Pe- 
ter, when hee would diflwade vs from the'miſſpen- 
dingof ourtime in fin and vanitie.thoughthe conld 
vieno better argumebt then this; that heretofore it 
hath beene our cuſtome of a long time ſo to doe : 


Hence forward((aith he) line (as mnch time as remay-» 
neth m the fleſh)not after the luſts of men,but after the 
will of God. Why ? tor, it is ſuff:cient for vs that we 
haxe ſpent the time paſt of the life, after the luſt of the | 
Gentiles, walking in wantonnes,&c. Loe how he ag-| 


grauates their former ſinnes,and ſo perſwades them | 
' to deſiſt , becauſe they had ſo long accuſtomed 
| themſelues therero. Doſt thou then make a bas of 
| thy. Cpſtome? 0b jr, it z5 but a cuſfome, Why what 

canſt thou ſay more againſt thy ſelfe ? If thou hadſt 
ſworne bur once in all thy life, it had beene a ſinne 
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heauy \ ' 


—_ 


Jer manners. and matians; Doe rhon who 'preteri- 
deft the cuſtomeofthy rongueinhicaringithe ſame | 
| | co 
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heauy enough tocruſh thee downe into hell: but now 
whenthoutelleſt me it is thy daily cuſtomezthar thy 
congue is traded in this wickedneſſe, how now ? haſt 
not thou mended the matter fairely ?forſhame then 
away fich this ſo witleſſe, gracelefſe, and ſhame- 
lefſe an excuſe. Would a theefe or a murtherer be» 
ing arraigned at the barre, be ſo {imple as to alledge 
in their defence, thar it hath beene their vie and cu- 
ſtome of a long time to play ſuch reakes? would not 


lowes?It the plea of cuſtoine be ſo weake for the: de- 
fence of theſe fins before man, why then, as Chriſe- 
ſtome reaſons, ſhould it not be as inſufficient for the 
maintenance of ſwearing before Gods Tribunall ? 
Though it had beene the Antiochians cuſtome to 
waſh them in the bathes, yer the King forbidding 
them they all left for feare of his diſpleaſure. Wher- 
vpon Chriſoſtome conuinced them of deceitfulnes in 
the vſe of this excuſe, in pleading the 2yranny of cu- 
ſtome-: Z oe, ſaith hee, you ry ſee that where feare is, 
there our wonted cuſtome is left preſently : feare eaſily 
onermaſters cuſtome, thouth it be nener ſo ancient and 
neceſſary. ltis not then our cuſtome,but our want of 
Godsfeare, which is the cauſe of our ſwearing. The 
ſame Father in another place, maketh mention of 
one, who had got ani/fazered faſhion of mouing his 
right ſhoulder when he went, which yet hee corre- 
Qed by laying a ſword ouer it,in ſuch manner; that 
it ſhould be in-danger ofcutting,if ſo itmoved, And 
o, by feare of inciſion; hee taught his-{houlder bet- 


the Iudge fo much the ſooner ſend them to the gal- | ;3 
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- | ewne bad hearts, voyd of all fearc of God, .aad his | 


6. Subtill di» | 
linRions, 


.tothy congac that hee to his ſbenlder, andin ſtead of | 
.his ſword, vie the ſword of Gods word, and. Gods 


. let men ſay what they will, it is nothing but their | 


iudgements threatned againſt this ſinne, and thou 
ſhalt eaſily ger ridde ofthis thy euill cuſtome. For 


iudgements, together with their {loath and negli- | 
gence in not ſtriving againſt their cuill cuſtomes, | 
that makes them ſuch ſlaues vatothem. 

The laft refuge is to helpe out the matter with 
ſame diſtinctions and pretences of falle ends, or any 


| ſuch like quirkes. This is the tale-bearers iuſtification 


| I doe itnotfor pride, but onely tro hidethe deformi- 


{ rakes:mention of one.that exculed ſubſcriprion to 
| [ne Popifhanticles, being qualified with this limita- 


of himſelte; Idoe it not te difcredit him, bur onely 
in louc and.good will. So the wearer of long hayre, 


tie of my eares, or to keepe my head warme. So the 
good companions, as they call them, that conuerſe 
familiarly with notorious wickedperſons; VWedoe it 
onely for honeft refreſhment,and ro winne them by 
kindnes,as Chriſt conuerled with the Publicanes, and 
ſinners. SothoſeCorintbians that werepreſent atthe 
Idols feaſts; VVe doe it not in honour of the Idol], 
but only to gratifie ourfriends in athing indifferent, | 
thecating of meates. Thus the Papiſts for rheir ado-| 
ration of the creatures,fay,they performe onely /er- 
x#ice, but not wor/b/p,which is duc ro Godonely. The 
man of vindiQine ſpirit can diſtinguiſh betwixe for- | 
$inipg and forgetting, and tell you hchath forgiuen| 
his enemy, though he hath notforgotten the wrong | 
he hath done him. Brdford in one of his Epiſtles 


tion. 
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on, ſo farre forth as they were not againſt the word 
of God , being indeede all quite contrarie thereto. 
And in this manner hee moucd Beaford and others 
| to ſubſcribe. But a notable example torhis deceit 
was thatof che 1ſraclires in their oath againſt the 
giving of their daughters in marriage to the Benia- 
' mites, For when the women of /abeſh Gzlead did nor 
ſufhce the Beniamites, and their oath hindred them 
from giuingany oftheir owne daughters, they bad 
| them take by force of their owne virgins that ſhould 
; come forth to daunce in Shrlob, Why ? but wasnor 
, this gainſttheir oath? yes, but mark whara fine quirk 
they found out to elude their oath, and ſoroqualifie 
' the matter ; namely,that they did not giue them 
their daughters, bur the Beniamites tooke them a- 
way. Not much vnlike are thoſe ſhifts ro couſen 
| the good lawes and oathes againſt buying of places 
' with money, asthe laying of wagers before hand 
, with thoſe of whom they are to be had, that wee 
; ſhall not haue ſuch or ſuch a place. Such alſo was 
the deceit of thoſe who hauing made truce with 
, their aduerſaries for certaine daies, did yetduring 
the truce make incurtion vpon them inthenight, & 
then defended it, becauſe theirtruce was onely for 
dayes not nights. To this head alſo wee may referre 
that excuſe of ourtrauailers, whoexcuſe their kiſ- 
| ſing of the Popes roe, becauſethey doe that honor 
to him onely asa temporall princc,and not as Pope. 
But theſe men are not ſo happy in their inuentions 


his honour ; who grudging the Perſian King that 
honour of falling downe before him , and yer not 
[ | N knowing 


to ſaue their conſciences, as was once one to ſaue| - 


Iudg.31. 
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umm. 


knowing how to auvidir, purpoſely ler fall his ring 
when he came intothe Kings prelcace,and ſoexcu- 
ſedthe matter to himſelte, as though he fell downe 
onely totake vp his ring,and not to worthip the king, : 
And diuers ſuch like cranckes as theie might be in- | 
ſtanced in. The which indeedeare but curteines ve * 
draw before our owne eyes,to hide our fin ; they are | 
indecd as the ſpiders webbe, cunningly wouen, and | 
ſome {light of wit may there appeate in them, bur | 
withali they areas {hgh as the ſpiders webbe, they | 
will not indure the breath and blaſt otthe mouth of | 
God. Done not then wilfully deceive thy felfe, But 
thinke with thy ſclfe , will theſe diftin&tions , pre-+ | 
tences & qualifications ſatisfie my conſcience here- 
afrer in the day of triall> And tlus much for the 
hearts exculing of our cuill actions, as alſo for thei 
iudgement of our hearts concerning our actions. 
T he vſe of 4}! this 1s: 

I. Toteach vsnotto be over-forwardin conſul- 
ting with fleſh and bloud , when any thing is to be 
gone, Who would vic a crooked rule in drawing of 
lines? VVho would goto fuch a lawyer, whoſe coun- 
ſe's hee knew to be meere deceit and coufonage ? If 
then evr hearts vnasked, doe offer vs their counſcll, 
ler vs ſuſpect ir: let vs be as iealovs ouer our hearts 
as we would beonera knownecrafty deceiuer. 

| 2. Not toreſt ſ-cure in the indgement of our 
owne hearts, Many blefle themfelucs in their evill 
courſes, becauſe their ſcared and fenfelefle conſe 
| ences,thcir deceiucd and deceiuing hearts doe not 


— 


| checkerhem. The trecherous ſelling: of 1s/eph was 


| ſwallowed downe by his brethren, and did not trou- 
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ble them for nigh twenty yeeres afterward. Therea- 
ſon was, the miſts of corrupt affections dazeled the | 
cies of their minde, and fo they could not behold 
their ſinnein the right forme, but when affliction | 
had remouedtheſe miſts of deceit from their cies, | 
then they beheld ir,in the right ſhape, moſtouglic,] 
and monſtrous, and were confounded with the hor- 
rour thereof. Had they any reaſon to approue their 
fact all that while, andro applaud themſelves in ir, 
becauſe of this deceitfull peace of a deceitfull heart. 
O ſaies one,l tharke God | finde quiet and peace in | 
mine owne heart, whatſoeuer ſuch and ſuch judge 
of me for my courſes. But what ta!kſt thou ot peace? | 
or what haſtthou to doe with peace (as 7e4u aid to 
theram) who haſtnoother ground to build it vpon, 
then the deceitfull iudgement of rhine owne blinde 
and bewitched hcarr ? Thou lookeſt in troubled wa- 
ter,and ſeeſtno deformity in thy face. Bur ſtay till 
the water beſetled and cicered, and then thou ſhalt 
ſce what a filthy miſhapen viſage thou haſt. Tell me 
tenyeere hence, or inthe day of thy triajl, when 
thy heart ſhal befreed from theſe deceits,andChrift | 
with the clay and ſpittle of ſome ſharpe affl:Qion } 
ſvall have ſharpned thy dull eye-tight, teil me then} 
what peace thou haſt? 
2. Since our hearts,2s we hane ſhewed, arc ſo de- 
ceitſull in excuſing anddefending of our ſinnes, it | 
muſt reach vstolabour forthe ſpirit of z»gennity, for | 


our ſinnes,that with him we may be jeable to ſay, /f| 
we haxe hid ovr ſinne as 014 Adam. Though our | 


| hearts decciued vs at firſt, romal.e vs ſine, yetlet 
| | N 2 vs 


that open, andplaine heart of 196 in confefſing of 7,4 21.33. 
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In Pſal.r2.9. 
M erebery illu- 
wminars. 

Et qa»modo & 
wadese dunlici- 
bus tenebru qui 
in ſmplicibus 
laborabas? 

In Plal.50, 
Comm:ſſum eft, 
non defenda:ur,: 
in confefſionem 
veniat nn de- 
fenſionem Ad. 
hibes te deſenſ1. 
rem peccati tui? 
VINCETS » 
Quizes nvt te 


us eſto ad accu. 
ſandum te, noli 
dicere,aut nihil 
feci,ant quid 
mannum feciaut 
| fecerant eg aly? 
$i faciendo pec. 
cati nibil te di. 
ciszdeliquiſſe ni- 
bil erg,nikil ace 
cies. P aratus 


eft Deus dare in- | 


dulgentiam, clau 
ducontrate:llle 
paratu; eſt dare, 
noliopponere 

obicem defenſio® 


ne ſed apere ſto 


num confeſſtonis, t 


| vs not ſuffer them todeceiue vs further, to-make vs 


ro defend our [inne. This is to adde deceit to deceit. 
This is double deceitfu'neſſe , when ſingle was too | 
much.Excellently 4ufen: If thou haſt ſinned thow art ' 
1m darkneſſe, but by conf. ſting thy darkneſſe thou ſhalt 
obtaine the ill unnnation of thy darknes: but by defen- 


| arng thy darknes thou ſhalt be darkned in thy darknes. 
| Andhow wilt thou eſcape out of double darknes who bad | 
ſo much to dee with fingle ? And againe,®* Thou haſt 

**commirted a ſinne: letitbe confeſſed, not defen-. 


*qded. Ifthou wilt take vpon thee the defence of thy | 


|*ſinne, thou wiit eaſily beouercome. 8&c. For who | 


*artthou to defend thy ſelfe ? Be thou ready to ac- | 
| 


*cuſe thy ſelfe : ſay noteitherl haue done nothing, | 


*orno ſuch great matter,or no more then others. If | 


Mes a 
ndri%4.s,. | hauing fined, thou faiſt thou haſt done nothing, | 


<*thou ſhalt be nothing, thou ſhalt recciue nothing. | 
«Gad is ready to giuethce pardon : thou ſtoppeſt it ' 
<«2gainſtthy ſelfe: He I ſay isready togiue it ; doe 


«not thou lay the blocke of thine owne defence | 


{and juſtification againſt it : but open the boſome | 


{ 


*of thy confeſſion, and ſelfecondemnation tor it. | 
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Cnar XV. . + 


Fige deceits of the heart in perſwading 
to finne. 


| 
Etc» of the firſt deceit,which is in zw#aging : 
the /econd followeth in perſwadimg. And that 
is either to the dozng of that which is c#1//, or tothe 
omitting of thatwhich is gooY.. AE 
|  Inthe #/tkinde thereare diners drce?ts. 
| Thefr/t is ro colour grofle fins with mildetermes, 
- and foro prefent it vnto vs,not in it owne proper co- 
 lours, bat painted and guilded overwith ſomeſhews 
of vertue , that it might the more eaſily winde and 
| inſinuareic ſelfe into our affeRions. T his is like their 
| deceit that dye courſe cloth in fine colours, Thus 
hantin:fſe comes masked in the habic of wegwani- 
| mit; carioſty would be taken for the defire of know- 


ledge;jpnorance ſhrouds it ſelfe vnderthe name of 2- 
| Pocency 3 and r19touſneſſe ſhadowes it ſelfe vnder the 
' title of liberality, ſaith 4u/tew. So likewiſe peſti- 
lent herefie hides it ſelfe vnderthe nameof profound 
knowleage , and deepe learning. Rexel 2, 24. Pride. 
goes vnder the name of cleanlnefſe and neateneſle ; 
Machianelſme and worldlines. Pro.2 3.4. of wiſedome 


full audacitie: raſhnes, of fortitude : limoronſneſie, of 
cautelsnſneſſe: baſe nic gardlineſſe, of inſt parſimonie : 
drunkennefſt,ofgood fellowſhip : conrtonſneſſe, of good 
busbandry, And henceis that deceitfulneſſe of riches, 
inthe parable of the /ower. How are riches deceit- 
SY N 3 full? 


| 


and policy! impuieacy of preſence of ſpirit, and Jaw-! 


2. In perſwae- 
ding. 


1. To doecuil. 
Where, 


[. Deceit,pains | 
ting of finne 
with verrucs 
co!ours, 


Saperbia celſi- 
tudinem imita- 
fur,curiofitas 
affefttare vi, + 
udinm ſcientis 
ignorantia quog; 
innocentie no- | 
mine texitur. 
Effuſto liberali. 
tatis ymbram 
obtendit, Conf, 


l.2.c.6, vitia 


nobis ſub virtu- 
tum nomine obre> 
punt, Temeritas 
ſub titals forti- 
tudinis latet, 

pro cauto tinie 
dus accipitur, 


Sen, ep.45, 


— 


_—_— 


170 Z #5 The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 1 


Ki 


© _—_— 


Full? The deceit is in the couetous rich mans heart, 
| that courrs his vnſatiable coucting and deſire of 
Arg.inPa. 46-| gathering riches with the genrle and honeſt name of 
thrift and frugalitic. This wrong and iniuſtice de- | 
cciues often, vnder the colour,and inthe appearance 
of mercy and compalſsion, as when wee relieue the 
needy with other folkes goods,or (to vic Auſtens ex- ! - 
ample) when we fauour a poore man, hauing an ill : 
cauſe , againſt a rich man hauinga good. In like | 
manner gidaineſſe carries a bluſh of zeale : and cho- | 
' ter and fury, of valoxr and manhood. Whence that | 
| ſpeech touching the fiery ſpirited man, He hath mer- 
tle in him. And it is mertal{ indeed , but digged out 
of the mine-pits of hell, baſe and reprobate mettall 
which neuer recciued the image and imprefle of 
Gods ſpirit. And yet as they that haue ill eyes, will 
mittake.one man for another : ſpecially, when they 
ſomewhat reſemble one another ; though otherwiſe 
the difference. berweene them be palpable ; and | 
ſo ſalute a ſtranger fora friend : ſo our pere-blinde 
| hearts deceived with that ſhadow of reſemblance, 
which vice ſometimes carrieth of vertue , doe 
oftentimes imbrace and receiuc groſle vices, in 
ſteade of glorious vertues. For as the Prince of 
darkeneſle, the Diuell, doth ſometimes :ran{forme 
| bimſelfe into ay Angell of light, and become a 
\ white Digell z for x Timetbie 4. 1. 3. abſtinence 
from moates, and marriage, ſauouring (one would 
thinke) of great mortification, are yet dot7rimes of 
dinels : ſoalfo can the works of darkneſſetransfigure 
| themlelues into theworkes oflight. Not onely thoſe 
works of light,wherevnto they lecme to come _ 
vv 


_— 
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1 fore worthily had that anſwere returned him, Thos 


| in thoſe heretiques in Pazls time, ſo humble, that 


The deceirfulneſſe of manebeart. : | 


what neerer,but cuenthoſe, ( O firange jugling! ) | 
from which they are fartheſt diſtant, For yelow, or} 
ſome ſuch middle colour to beraken for white, is no, 
ſuch great deccit of the cies : but that blacke ſhould} 
be taken for white, this is a ſtrange deceit indecde.| 
And yet this is the deceit of our hearts,to ſhape our 
divers vices vnto vs, like thoſe vertues, to which 
they are moſt extreamly contrary.For example,not 
onely baſe deief7ion of mindgoes vnder the account 
of true humiliry,but even pride it ſelfe 2 as in thoſe} 
that ſecke praiſe by diſabling and diſprayſing tthem- 
ſelues;as in Diogenestreading vpon Plaroes chayre, | 
and ſaying, Plato,1 trample upon thy pride,who there- 


trampleſt on Pride with greater pride. Thus was it 


they would not preſume to come to God immedi- 
ately, they would not dare to worſhip him, but the 
Angels. And yet of theſe men, inwhom humility 
made ſo greata noyſe, the Apoſtle is not afrayd to 
ſay,thatthey are puft upin their fleſhly mind:lo,aproud 
humility. And ſuch is that of the Papiſts,in whipping 
themſclucs: for in theſethings they ſweruefrom the | 


uventions. And whar greater pride, then for a man to 
thinke himſelfe wjſer then God ? to leaue the dire- 
Qion of his word, and to: exalt his owne fancic a- 
boue it? Thus Dawid deſcribeth the proud man. 7 hoy 
haft deflroied the curſed proud. But who are theſe? 
The nexe words tells vs, that. doe erre from thy com> | 
mandements:And afterward in the ſame Pfalm. ver. 


85. Theproud have digge® pits for me. Burwhobe 
5 N 4 thoſe | 


Col.2.18, 


wiſedome of theword, and follow their owne in-/ | 


Pfal.119-20. 
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loh.13.8, 


Mart. 3. 


Prouw 7.14, 


Moderatio ig. 
| naviad Sen.pp. 
| 45. 
| Ecclehiaſt, 4.5. 


| thoſeproud ones ? which conforme. not themſelues to 


thy law.l,ex there be neuer ſuch ſhewes of humility, | 
if therein weprefer our:owne wils to Gods, it is bt ; 
pride varnithed with ſome colours of humility. | 


| Peter no deubt,thought himſelfe humble, when he | 


| would not let Chriſt wath his fect:But this was one- 
ly the deccitfuineile of his owne heart, For indeede 


| ſtrumpet would entice the, yonker to commit fol- 


| he was proud info doing becauſc, in refuling to 


obey Chriſts commandement,he made himſclfe wi-. 
{er then Chriſt A like deceitfull was the Baprofts hu- 


, Milityin rcfuling ro-waſhChrilt, that was Pecers in 


'refuling to bewaſhed by him. Had we - not neede 
| now to haue our cies in our heads, leaſt otherwiſe 

our cunning hearts.obtiude vice vpon vs, in ſtead | 
of vertuer Vhat morecticuall arguinent canthey | 
vie:to allure our affeQions to the loue and liking af 
| ſinne,then toſer this falſe gloſſe vpon ic > When the 


lie wither, ſhe doth, got give her, finac the tight | 
name of fikhines; which it deferued,.for chat would | 
| have drivenhim away, but ſhe hangs. outthe /#7- | 
buſh ofa {weet aud lauely title, therewith inucigling 
|the youth:Comr let vs take our fill, of lope,and delight 
our ſfpluts tn dakance-. Bealtly-whoredoine is bur | 
loue and daliance, So the ſluggard qualifies and molli> | 
fies his ſhamefull ſloath with the ſweete name of 
peaceand (o. lullshimielfeailcepe in his finne, Better 
4s a bandfall with quietneſſe,( fo: hetermes his floth) 
then twohandfulls with laboar & vexation.T hys our 
( hearts, bawds forthe filthy ſtrumper, Sin, teach her 
this tricke of deceitfulneſſe, ro.corredt her naturall 
[deformiry, wizh-chele: actificiall paintings, that ſo 


we 


————— 
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| faced, in crauing butalictleat our hands ; bearing | 


| 
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we might be caughtthe ſooner. But as the hear of | 
the ſunne,or of the fire, will calily diſconer theipain- | 
ting ofthe harlort, by melting it away : ſo will the 
heat of Gods word,ifwe briog this painted and trap- | 
ped ſtrumpet thereto, plainely ſhew,that her beau- | 
ty came out of the boxe of a deceitfull heart,. And. 
then when theſe daubings are waſhed off from this ' 
lezabell, that we may ſee her in her owne hue, wee | 
did not {o much loue her before, but as Ammon did | 
Thamar, wee ſhall twiſe as much loath her afters- | 


[1 


| ward. 


| | | 
2 Deceit, which our hearts vie to inſnare vs, is | 2 Peceit con- 
| fiſting oftwo 


to make ſhow of being very reaſonable, and ſbame- | p,anches. 


l 


— 


vsin hand, that if this lictle'be granted, they will 
reſt contented therewith and will demand no more. 
Where in truth there is a double couſenage. 
I. That there are {ome finnes which are but 4z- | That there 

tle ones, This was part of the Phariſies laven, calling | 37 "ric fins, 
| ſome commandements ef God bur little commande- | * © 
| ents,not much tobe regarded. Sonow many ac- 
. countf@thand troth to be but petty oarhs. Fornica- 
; tion is iudzed but a tricke of yourh; Though yer S. 
' Paul ( te vie the words of that moſt reuerend man | Mr. Knwfub 
of God)in ſtead of that cloakeof naturall intirmity | 270e 7:99: 
and heat of youth, wherewith. we vſe to couer this | 
[inputs vpon it a bloedy cloake bathed inthe bloud | 

of three and twenty thouſand, all {mitren in one! 

day for this ſolight a tricke. And S. Pax elſewhere | Fphcl.5.6. 
hauing dehorted from fornication and ſome other 
ſinnes,which our.deceittull hearts veto extenuate, 


—— 


R 
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addeth this watchword 4 bee not deceined. Theſe | 
things 


| 174 |  Thedeceitfulneſſeof mans bears. 
|things are more then tricks, more then matters of 
ſport,or icſt : for, for theſe things comes the wrath of 
|Ged von the children of diſobedience. What nowzare 
thoſe lizele fines, which bring on vs thegreas wrath 
of ſo infinita Majeſty ? Andis it now but atricke to 
| goe to hell ? whether the weight cuenoftheſelirtle 
Tenn, as it were ſmall ſands, will ſinke the ſhip of 
our {oules,as well as our greater and groſler {innes, 
as it werethe heauier burthens of the ſhip.- Small 
leaks in ſhips, and ſmall breaches in walls, being 
negleted,lecle both ſhips and Cities. And ſuch 
Avg.ded+. |rradeſmen, as in their accounts. regard not ſmall 
enirh ne ;. | ſummes,will quickly prooue banke-routs. Diſobe- 
» mum ſed | dience, though in neuer ſo ſmall matters, as in ea- 
mm ee” ting of an apple, gathering a few ſtickes on the Sa | 
ef.Namgaze |baoth, looking into, and touching of the Aike, is 
0 oe yet in Gods account,noſmall matters. Fur how ſc- 
— =o ucrely hath he puniſhed all theſe, then which yer 
que & inmex- | what can wee imagine (lighter? Bur ic is not the 
—_——  \malneſſe of the things that lefſens either ourobe- | 
runtor mam. | dienceor diſobedience. Thereis the ſamereaſon of 
aver infitie |roundnelſe in aſmall ball, which is ina grearer one: 
is ws and ſo of obedience, or diſobedience, in ſazaller or 
ter ades.incre- | greater matters, A little thing is little, bur faithfu]- | 
np | neſſe, and ſoalfo vnfaithfulseſſein alictle,is a great 
inftitiam cha. | matter. For it is Gods commandement thattiesto 


riiatemque in | obedience in lefler things,as well as ingreater :and 


++ c—_— that is deſpiſed,as veilin the breach ot thelefler,as 
ſunt, of the greater. Let vsnot then thinke that any ſinne 
is littlesfince the very leaſt are committed againſiſo 
greata God, and bring vponvs ſo great a danger. 


More by far,in ſome reſpatts,then doe thoſe, which | 
. Wwe . 


— 


The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 
wee count the greater: For inthe greaterwe ſooner 
{come tothe {ight ofthem, and ſo torepentancefor 
them: whereas in the lefler,wenot diſcerningthem, 
{through this deceitfulneſſe of heare, robe ſinnes ar 
all, goc on in them, without repentance; and fo, 
through irrepentance in the leſſer, lye opento that 
danger, which by repentance, wee happily eſcaped 
[in the greater, ; . 

2. Beſides this, there isalſo another deceit, that | From mice lire 
if wewill yeeld to this lircle, weeſhall no further be | *lc ones © 
imporruned for any more. For howſocuer the be-| j7.u%.re 
ginnings of ſin arc very medeft and mazden-lize, and | Confeſ.8.c.g. 
the ſluggard craucs bet 4 litrleſirep,but 4 little ſlum- —_ q; ree 
ber,as Auſten in his firſt conuerſion: yet ft1is of an —_— __ 
incroaching nature, like the rivers, ſmall ar the firſt lenta,t ſons 
riſing, it ſpreads, and inlargesir ſelfe in going , as ——— 
a gangrene, it creepes on by degrees, from one part | paululum, 
to another, till in the end it haue confumed the — et 

whole. Sothat grant it but her brele, and this little | bamems guns = 
will quickly come to a great deale, Giue it but an | Svc paululum 
ixchand itwilltakeanell, Lettheſerpent but winde | ** ® gem 
in his head, and hee will draw his whole body after, 
When the Leuites father in Law had drawne him 
to ſtay till noone, he drew him on further to (tay all 
night, yea and tillrowardsthe cuen of the next day. 
Igdzes 19. Tfhe had named the whole time at firſt, 
and prayed him to haue ſtaied two daies longer, hee 
had neuer obtained ir. But at fuſt, crauing onely 
halfe a day, he comes at length to get two daies, If | 
our hearts ſhould demand all thatthey will bring vs 
to in the end, they would never be heard : but 
through their deceirtull modeſty of asking bura lit- 


tle 
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tle, by degrees they quickly entifſe vs on to more. 
How true this is, will eafily appeare,ifeither we look 
to the matter of faith,or of manners. For the matter 
| of fairh,or doctrine; witneſſe the Popihſuperſtition, 
| in moſt ofher horrible herelies, which were not ſo | 
| grofle at the farſt, as now they are, burafterthat the | 
| ſcedes and foundations of them were ſecretly laide 
in the gypund inthe primitiue Church, the degene- 
rating ages that ſucceeded, added, one this pecce, | 
another that, till at the length, jo proceſle of time , 
they came to that monſtrous deformitie which now 
we ſce. The primacy of the Romane Biſhop ar-firſt, 

| was onely in regard of order and honour, not of the 
pewer and iuri{d;cion,which afterward heobtained. 
Monaſticalllife at firftwas onely forſafery in time of 
perſecution: andthe monaſteries of the ancient were 
not much differing from our colleges. The vie of 
| images in Churches was firſt onely hiſtorical. Aﬀter- | 
| ward,thus much being granted,the jdolatrous heart 
of man neuer gaue ouer, till the religzous vic obtai- 
ned, Such is the dangerof yeelding but to the very 

| leaſt occaſions and beginnings of errour and idola- 
try.Aeſfins his image came out of hisprivate parlor 
into the common hall, then intothe ſtreer,next into 
the Churchyard, thento the porch of the Church , 
after that,to be on the wall, laft of all ir gat vpon the 
Alter it felfe. After 4haz:had made his wicked altar, 
and offered vpon it, hebrought it into the temple, 
firſt ſetting it by thebraſenalter,but then be broghr 
- {tt further intothe houſe, and aduanrced it'to higher 
place,andſerit onthe northjide of Gods altari Loe! 
how idolatry. ſecretly, and by ficakh, creepes in ,| 
and 
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and gets roome of the truth, firſt for one arme,then 
for another ; then for the other parts, till at length 
| thecruth icſelte be wholly iuſtled our. If errour ger 


in the chancel : if it may beſuffred robe in the porch 
itwillnotbe long but you (hall ſee ir poſſeſſed of 

the Church irlelie,and icrring it in the pulpit. VVhar 

thall we ſay then to thoſe reconcilers of vs and the 
Romaniſis, that would have vs yeeld in ſome things 

vnto them? Aſſuredly, if once the {luces be opened | Patente 

the water muſt needs runne a maine ? if the gate —— 
beſer open, the beiicging enemy will enter. VVhar | nouprecedere. 
ſhall we ſay likewiſe to thoſe that thinke it no ſuch 
great matter to yeeld vnto ſhewes and appearan- | 
ces of idolatry ? as for trauailers incoidolatrouspla- | 
ces to ſhew ſome kinde of reuerence to the hoſt, 
to kiſle the Popes toe; if yet theſe be ſhewes onely of 
idolatry : certainly theſe are but ſhooing-hornes, 
ro draw on further matters. Therfore the leaſt (innes | 
in cuery commandement are reproached with the 
[name of the greateſt; as,the vnchaſt glance of the 
{ cie with adultery, and Paul cals the Corizrhians fit- 
ting downe at the idolaters feaſt, though without 
all intent of honouring the Idoll, by the odious 
nameof idolatry: becauſe theſe lefſer and petty mar- | 
rers(as we count them) make way, and paue a cau- 
{ey for the greater, Hence it was that 7b freed him- | 1ob 31.27: 
| ſelfe,notonely from the groſler idolatry, but euen 
fromthe leaſt ſhew of it, in outward faſhions ; not 
onely from worſhipping the Sunne and Moone, | 

bur euen from his hands kiffing of his mouth, a — _ 
| gefture onely ofadoring. And becauſe herein our | mere 

| hearts | 


Patente porta 


1 Cor.to.14, 


bur once intothe belfrey, it will neuer leaue till it be | Darter Fulke. | 
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Deur.11.16, 


Gal 1.6. 


| 
| 
| 


\hearts notably ivggle, therefore he ſaith. if mine | 


' 
' 
, 


1 
} 


i 


| 
j 


true {cruice,at length,by degrees, you ſhould worſhip 


 throats,that they can ſwallow downe groſie errors, 


Diuels porridge, they will ſhortly ear of his fle/þ, and 
from catingof the haskes of grapes, they will come 
at length to cat ofthe grapes themſeJues, and from 


heart hath been decemed in ſecret or if mine band hath 
kiſſed my mouth. Thereby ſhewing,that ir is a part of 
our hearts deceitfulnefle ro draw vs on firſt totheſe 


; watters of leſſe account, that afterward we might 


the more eaſily digeſt the greater. Of this Me/es lee- 


; meth ro ſpeake,when he ſaith co Iſracll, Beware leaſt | 


' 


Joar hearts deceine your namely vpon occaſion of that | 
great proſperity before ſpoken of, 1724t going bake, 
atthe firſt onely from your feruor and zeale in my 


ſtranze Goas,and bow downe unto them, Wherefore 
lerno man deceive himſelfe, ſaying, O this is but a 
{mall matter, why ſhould any ſtand ſo much vpon 
this? Yea but this ſmall matter isa ſtrong cart-rope 
ro plucke greater after it, 4 {ttie leauen leaveneth tle 
( whole lump. A little ſparke oſtenkindles a great fire, 
devouring to deſtruction. Aﬀlureely in the iuſtice 
of God,puniſhing {maller {innes with greater, they 
that make- no conſcience of ſmaller vntruths, in 
time cometo haue ſuch large conſciences, and wide 


as it were great gobs at once. Having iallento the 


this torhedrinking of wie it ſelte, For whereas it is 
onely the commandement of the Lord that binds 
vs inthe greater matters,hee that hath boldly be- 
gun toſhake off this yoke in the leſſer, what is there 
that c2nhold him faſt ro the Lord tn the greater? 
Chryſe/fome is very zealous in this point, vriting, 

vpon | 
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vpon thoſe words of Papi concerning thoſe thar vr+ | #i94i mem | 
gedthe ceremonies of Moſes , Bur there are ſome that | 14pm. 
(would ouerthrow the Goſpell of Chris. Why but,faith | mm indoxerant. 
| that Father, they retained the Gojpell , * onely they = i 

| & would have brought ina Tewithrite, or two. And | 94i/4am prrpe- 
[* yer the Apoſtle laies that hereby the Goſpel] is | 79% adm=m 
* ſubuerted, to ſhew how buta little thing , being |, 
* yntowardly mingled, mars all. Forasin rhe Kings | 

« coyne, hethar clippes off but a little of his image | 

*« ſtamped thereon, imbaſerh the wivle peece: fo if | 

* any thall overthrow bur the lea't parcell of the | S-re fidei vel 
«truth, it is wholly corrupted , from thele begine | ſn 
© nings procceding alwaies to worſe things : where 

(care they now who condeinne vs as contentious , | 
* becauſe of our diſagreement with heretikes? - ler } 
« them hearewhat Paul ſaith,namely,that they did ' 
© ouerthrow the Goſpell, who brought in but a lit- | : 
«tle innovation. Su daungerovs did this holy 
man hold it, coyeeid, though neuer fo little, to er. 
rcur, becauſe of this dece:r , whereby the whole | 
truth is ſecretly vndermined. Hee world not gine 
place faich Pant, by ſabietFion one konregco Moſaique | 0,311 
rites vrged by the falfe Apollles, that the truth of  quiddamrerem 
the Geſpeil (ndavgered belike by thoſe rites) might one® ine 
continue, It wee neuer lo littleſippe of the cup of er- |  * 

rour, weſhal} drinke our full draught, yea wee ſhall | 

goc on in carouſing,till wee be druvke therewith, If 

; we beginneuerſolutle to nibble vpontheſe mears; | 

wee ſtall fill our ſelues with them, and-catetiil wee | 

ſurfer. | 

Neither is this perſwaſion from the ſmalencſle of | 

the linne, deccitfullonely in matter of doftrine, but | 
| | aiſo.! 


\ 


| 
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alſo of life, and conuerſation. Witneſle the many 
experiences of Gods children,who, winking at ſmal- 
ler ſinnes, haue been plunged into greater, and yet 
(focunningly and cloſely is this deceit carried)they 
haue noteſpied the change, For that which our S4- 
aiour (peaketh concerning the grouth of grace,that| 
it is inſenſible, like to that of the cornce, where the | 
ſcedeſprings and growes , fuſtthe blade, then the 
eares,then the ful cornegthe husbandman not know-| 
jug how,may as truly be ſaid concerning the grouth | 
of wickedneſle : After that the ſmaller ſeeds of this 
vnhappy c#s#le and darnell are once recciued into 
our harts,they ſhoote forth, and ſtill riſe higher and 
higher, without eur feeling or diſcerning : becauſe 
of this creeping, itcaling,and deceitfull pace of fin, 
whereby, ſtep by ſtep, by lirtle and lirtle, it afcen- 
deth vpin vs,cill it be come co his full height.Hence | 
that admonition , Remember from whence thon art | 
fallen. For we, becauſe wefall by degrees,our hearts 
deceiefully getting this lirtle,doenorſo well perceiue 
how farre we are fallen, tillwe caſt backe our cies to 
that high hill where we ſtood before, and then wee 
{ec how miſerably we haue been deceiued. 

Flatter wee not then our ſelues in this deceit. Say 
not of any of thy infirmities, as Lot of his 7/ear, oh 
is not this a little one ? may I not be diſpenſed with 
for this little,ſo] go no further? may Inct give mine 
eye libertic to wander a little in wanton glaunces? 
may [ not looſe the reines to my tongue to friske 
it out alittle in ſome idle and laſcivious ſpeeches? 
may I not vnſhakle my feete, and give them leaue 
eo carry me to ſuch and ſuch places ? may | not doe 


all 
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all this,ſo I doe no more,(o I breake not out intothe 
outward as of vacleanneſle ? No more, O foole ? 
How canſtthou chuſe but doe more? T hinkeſt thou 
a dogge will ruune a way from thee, as long as thou 
caſteſt him bread ? or that flaxe will not conceiue 
flame, when thou puttcſt fire thereto For that thou 
canſt carry burning coales in thy boſome, and not 
be burnt? Nono. If once thou haſt letlooſethe reins 
of theſe mad horſes , thou maiſt notlooke to ſtay 
them when chou wouldeſt.If once thou giueſt leaue 
ro thy corrupt affeQions to begin to play their parts, | 
thou ſhalt hardly make them giue ouer. Though at 
fixft they be bur weake, yetafterward they raiſe vp 
their ſpirits, and gerſtrength in going.Eaſfter it is to 
keeperhem out, then rothruft them our. Heare nor 
then theſe cunning inſinuations ofthy hearr,oh but 
a kitle idlenefle, but a /iztle wantonneſle,a /zttle foo- 
liſhneſle, and then we haue done ; oh bur this /zitle 
ſtrerches it ſelfe farre. This ſomewhat goes a great 
way, and willnet ſtay where wee would. The Pro- 
uerbe is falſe heere, Modicum non necet, A little 
hurts not. Yes, alittle hurts a great deale. Littlefins 
vſher great ones, and bring them into the cloſers of 
our hearts. And heere behold a notable peece of 


cunning fraud in theſe crafty hearts of ours.iIn per- 


ſwading and inucagling vs tofinne, they vrge hard; 
that itis þuta /zttlethey craue: what ? will you ſticke 
with vs forſo little? but when this little is once yeel- 
ded them, then they tell vs, that having done fo 
much, ir makes no great matter, ifnow we goe alit- 
tlefurther: Wee cannot bemuchworſe, then wee | 
are. As when we haue miſpentſome part of theday 
þ Oo y 
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impudentem ejſe, 
| qui ſemel, exc, 


1 SamM.14-24. 


Pfal. 294 


{ 


1 a {imple deniall, toa deniall with execration. 'Oney |, 


in idleneſle, then it reaſons thus with vs. Now thov 
haſt loſt chis parr of ir,thou canſt doeno great good 
with the remainder : it were even beſt to be igle ſtill, 
The like may be ſaid inthe marrer of lying, thie- 
ving, vncleannefle ; When wee haue bur-yceldeda 
lirtle,then our hearts tells ys, wee hauc cracked our 
credit with that wee haue done alrcadie; we were as | 
good goe forwardnow,as ſtand ſtill. Henceir is,that | 
when men haue once begun ro finne in any kinde , 
they haue ſo luſtily Izſhed on: As 7acob in his lying 
to his Father Jack , firſt, 7 aw Eſau, &c, then be- 
ing demanded how he came to his veniſon ſo quick- 
ly,he gocth further,moft indignely abufing the ho- 
ly name of Godhimſelfe,The Lord thy God brought it 
to my hand, So Saul in his ſwearing and curſing: firſt, 
Carſed be the man that eateth food till night : then, 4s 
the Lord liveth that ſaueth Jſraell ; though it be Tona- 
than he (bal diz.And againe,God ave ſo,and more alſe, 
vnleſſe thou die the death Tonathan. So Peter, from 
one deniall, ruſhes on to a fecond,a third; and from 


ſhooes, oner bootes, as wee ſay. So like inthis regard 
are the waters of finne to thofe in Ezekiel. For they 
comeſtcaling on vs by degrees, and riſc from the 
ankles tothe knees, and fo higher and higher, Yet 
heerein vnlike, that they ſtay not at the chinne, as 
thoſe doe, but goe ouer head,and eares,and drowne 
vSin perpetuall petdition. Vee muſt then carry 2 
ſtrait hand ouer our hearts,and be as farrefrom gra- 
tifying them in theſe their /irtles of finne , as wiſer 
Phyftrians are their patients, in their lirtles of meats | 


| and drinkes hurefull. Forit fareth with vs in ſinning, | 
| as 
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 tlewine,as ſhe poured ir forth for her parents: But 
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as in cating, where one bit drawes downe another; 
though ar firſt we purpoſed ro eat little, or nothing, 


And as we get a ſtomacke,, and prouokeour appe- | 


cice,ſometimes by cating,ſo is our fitnefle for, and 
deſire after finne increaled by beginning to (in. For 
as euery good worke increaſeth our holineſlc, andſo 
habiity for obedience, according to that of S. Paul, 
Being made the ſeruants of God ye hane your frat in ho- 
lineſſe : 

uving behindir a kind of ſtaine in the ſoule, whereby 
itis the readierfor further diſobedience. VVhence 
it comes to paſſe, thar having begun to ſay yeq to 
ſinac,but for alittle, we finde it ſo hard afterward to 


fſe : ſo euery ſinne addeth to our pollution, lea- | 


fay it #9) in far greater matters, and hauing fatiſti- 
j ed the ſmallerrequeſts of finne we aremade farre 


more caſic and inclinable vato her greater de- 
mands. Hence that warning of the Apolile, Be not 


deceined : Euill words corrupt good manners. Your | 


deceitfull heart will! bease you in hand, that it mat- 
ters not ſo much for words, itis bur a ſmall matter, 
what words or phraſes one vſes. Butthetruth is,cuill 
words,as ſmall as you make of them,will bring on e- 
ui]l deeds. Monica, Anſtens mother ( as himſelferes 
ports it ) when ſhe was a maid, began to fip a lit- 


markewhart followed vpon this ſipping. Daily ad- 
ding, faith Aufen, vnto her firſt little; new littles, 
becauſe he that maketh no bones of ſmall matters, 
by little and litcle will fall to greater, ſhe came to 
that paſſe, that ſhe could with great greedines draw 
Cry almoſt whole cups full ofwine. Loe what comes 


| 


| 


! 


Rom. 6.22. 
clecred, 


Confeſſ.l.g.c,$ . 


Primoribes la- 
| bry ſorbebat exe 
| irunm, 

Itaque ad illud 
medicum quothe 
diana nndica 
addendo,qun. 
am qui medica 
neg/igit,panla. 
tim decidit;in 
eam conſucts{i. 
nem lapſa erat 
vt prope 1am 
þ enes mero ca- 
liculss inhian« 
ter hanriret, 


bur of ſipping and kiffingthe cup. Butthe example 
O 2 


Confeſſ<c.8, 


of| 


— 


OC eo oe OSS EL.ooeoD ence. UE 
. 


j 


184 


| The deteitfulnefſe of mans beart. 


A — 


Ss corpus meu 
trahitisnunquid 
et an'mum et 
oculos, ec. 
Adero 1taque 
abſens ex fic & 
vPo:get Ha ſu. 
| foplrabs, 


Et nn erat fam 
Slle qui venerat, 
(ed ynus de tur 
ba ad quam 
venerat. 
Speflauit, clae 
mnit,exarſit, 
abſtulit inde ſe- 
cum in/aitam qui 
frmularetur 
redize non tan» 
dum cam ills a 
quibus prin 
abſtraftus ef}, 
ſed etiam fre 
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of Alipi,related alſo by the ſame Father, is farre 
more remarkable 3 who being importuned by his 
companiens to goetothoſe bloudy ſpeCtacles of the 
gladiatory combats, at length with much adoechee 
yeclded,yet purpoſing with himſelfe, ( and telling 
them ſo much, ) that he would keepe his eics ſhur 
and ſo beabſent,cuen whilſt he was preſent, ouer- 
comming both his friends,by going with them,and | 
alſo the Eehes to which he went withthem, by be- 
ing but a blinde beholder of them. Burt being come 
thither, and vpon the fall of one of the fighters the | 
people making a great out-cry, he could no longer 
hold his ejes ſhut, but longing to ſee what the mar- 
ter was, opencd them,fixed them vpon that barba- 
rous fight, and fedde them with the cruel! pleaſure} 
thereof. Sothat now, faies 4nZen,he was not the ſame 


: 


he that came thither,bat one of that multitude ro whith 
he was come, a right companion of thoſe with whoms he 
came. He beheld and looked on with the reſt, cried out 
with them,was inflamed with them,and carried thewce 
that madneſſe, which wrought in him an itch of retur- 
ning ,not onely with them that brought him thither, as 
; 4 companion,but before them as a captaine and ring-lea- 
der of many others, But among all examples there is 
none to that of Salomens. Thebeginning of whoſe 
ouerthrow was from this deceit. Ithad bin a hard 
matter forſo excellent a manat the firftdafhto have 


| been brought to that height of defection ; no. No 


man ſuddenly become notoriovfly wicked, ſpecial- 
ly having been eminently vertuous! before,but itep 
by ſtep,peece andpeece, here alircle, and therea 
little. Loe thercfote how Salomons deceirfull heart 
foyled 
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| foyled himzfirſt onely drawing him to the more im- 
| moderate vſe of pleaſures,in themſclues lawful, per- 
{wading him yertthat hee (ſhould ſtill, rogether with 
the vſeof them, retain his wiſdomehis picty. But in 
thecuent it proued otherwiſe. As theloue of plea- 

ſures went in, ſo the loue of godlineſle went out, by 
degrees , his zeale cooled, his forwardneſle {laked. 

The exceſ/ine vſe,& ioue of lawtul pleaſures brought 


' him firſt to a defe#:ze loue of Gods word, and from | 


thence ta the loue of vnlawtull pleaſures in women 3 
and then bodily adultery brought him ar length to 
fſpiricuall, cuen to fearcfull idolatry, as is obſerued 

by Nehemiah. | | 
| Our wiſedomethen muſt be totake heede (as the 
' Apoſtle admonitheth ) of this decerrfalneſſe of ſinne, 


leaft we be hardened,and habituated in finne. For a | , 


| habit and hardnefle in finne comes not at frſt , but 
' by degrees, when , by receiving the ſecde of cuill 
and entifing thoughts , wee come to conceiue, and 
then, as James ſheweth, /uff haning conceined, ſinne is 

brought forth,and being brought forth is perfired by 
. daily pra&#iſe,which bringeth cu/fome, and cuſtome 
wecefſty. Sothat now wee are miſerably inthralled 
ro {inne. Sith then wee cannot well be rid of this 
gueſt , if once entertained, let vs be wary how wee 
enter jnto the leaft parley with him; ſince when wee 
are once entred but a little into this country , wee 
know not well how to get out : it is beſt for vs notto 
cone neere ſomuch as to the'confines and borders 
thereof. It is not good comming within the reach 
of the Lion, for feare of being caught. Neither is'it 

good to:come neere thebankes ſide,ftor feare of fal- 
| | O3 ling 
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| ling.Chry/oſtometels vs thatir is a fate rule, not one- 
ly ro auoide linne it ſelfc,but allo things ſeeming in- 
different, that may toule and draw vs on to finne, 


licious featting, from whence haue fluwen many 
| miſchiefes. Theſe indifferent things, at leaſt fo ſce- 
| ming,he accounterh the ege of toe hill, and bids vs 
take heede how we vie them. And in truth though 


ſuch things may ſeeme nothing , yet there is much 


J 


And he inſtances in laughter,and quipping, and de- } 


) 


| 
! 


| 
! 


[ 


| deceit, and danger in them. Theyare like Elzas his | 


| cloud, which ar firit fcemed very little, no bigger 
| then ones hand, yet by and by it ouerſpreads the 
; whole skie, and ca.ſeth a daſhing ſhower, VVhere- 
fore as the Propiter, tn the firſt rin 


' 


1 o . - . 
| bad the King hyc him to his chariot, to auoide the 


| tempeſt,fo muſt we,forciecing the danger ofa great 
tempeſt, even intheſe ſo little clouds , flye ro our 
ſhelrer preſently. The 7-wes being forbidden ro 
make coucnants with the Gertifes, they alio abltai- 
ned from drinking with them , becauſe that was a 
ceremony vſed in ſtriking of couenants, and fo ir 
| might haue drawne them on thereto, And Eve ha- 
| uing received a commandement| from God ,onely 
; not toea7e, ſajes ſhee muſt not #oxch the fruit of the 
tree of knowledge of good anger: For touching 


might haue drawneon taſting. The like warineſle if 


we thall vſe,then may weeſcape this deccitfull ſnare 
of our falſe and fraudulent hearts. Otherwiſe if wee 
be too too regardle(ſe of ſmaller matters, of the oc- 
calions and preparatiues to finne, quickly ſhall wee 
be caught. And as in the body little pricks of a pin 
neglected, haue bred wrancklings in the fleſÞ , and 
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v of the cloud 
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thence worſe matters haue followed, euen death it | 
ſcife at laſt : ſo here in the ſoule,our conniuence and 
ouer fauourable indulgences. to our ſmaller {innes 
cannot bur inuite and call, yea and witha magneti-} 
call kinde of attraQion, forcibly draw vnto vs tur- | 
ther,and far more dangerous miſchicfes, 
The third deceit isto tickle our affetions ,and ſet | 111.Deceir 

our defires a float, by preſenting vnto vs the zveere | *kling of our 
and purepleafure of finne. For howſocuer the plea-l themerepica 
ſureofſinne be a painfull pleaſure, a ſoure-ſweete, | tire of linze, 

which hath much bitternefle mixed 3 yet our hearts 
cunningly hide and conceale that. The fleſh by ve- 
hemency of tempration raiſeth ſuch clonds,thatrhe 


light of oarvnderſtanding is taken away,as in Dauia 
in his adulrery,the ſIcſhdid fo pofleſſe him with the 


apprehenſton of the preſent pleaſurable delight of 
his ſinne,that he could nor thinke of that ſhame, 
that gricfe, thoſe wounds of conſcience, thoſe bro- 
ken bones, thoſe ſharpe correions that were to fol- | Plalm.gr, 
low, Thus the Divell dealt with our Saviour, hee = 


ſhewed him the world,andall theglory thcr :of: but 


there was alſomuch griefe as well as g/orie inthe 
world : but he weuld ſhew him none of that. So 
there is farre more gall, and bitterneſſe, then hony 
and ſweetnefle in ſ{inne; yet our deceitfall hearts will ; | 
nor let vs rake any notice thereof: like the 1/raziires, | © 


| 


that could rememberthe fleſb-pots and oniens, bur 

not the brickes,nor the bondage of Exypr. Thus we 

deuide thar of Salommm,Goe to youg manylet thy heart | 8cce(.11.g, 
ckeere thee in the daies of thy youth, &c. ſuppreſſing == 
thatwhich followes, But know that for all this, God | Pro.9.17. 18. 
will bring thee to indgement. Thus the impure wan« 
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voice of the flattering harlot. Stolen waters are [week 


and the bread of deceit is pleaſant. But be knowes not, 
faith Salomon, that the dead are there, and that ber 
' gueſts are in the depth of hell. This deccit is much 
| {likethat of boyes, hiding a pinne in a faire roſe, and 


| ſopricking thoſe that ſmell to it; or like that of 
\tradeſinen,that ſhew their chapimen the better pare 
of the cloath, and hide the worſe, But to deliver our 
ſclues from the danger of this deceit ; we muſt, when 
weare thus tempted with the ſenſe of preſent plea- 
{ure,caſt our eyes beyond it,and looke behinde ic,to | 
{ce the taileit hath ofmany ſorrows and vexations. | 
| YVe muſtlabour as wel to foreſee what is to come as 
to ſee what is preſent. Doth the Diuell ſhew thee,as 
onceour Sauior,a goodly fight ofhonor,giory,plea- 
ſure,profit,&c.in {in? That thou fhaiſtnot be inuea- 
gled therewith,thou muſt put down his fight with a- 
nother {ight of ſhame,rerror,torment here & in hel, 
and otherſuch likeattendants of fin,which are to be 
ſeen in the word. Tainke as well ofthe ſowre ſauec,as | 
of the ſweet meatzas welof /zels nayle to pierce ovr : 
rempels,as ofher milk, & lodging ro relicue our thirſt 
& wearines;as well of Dalilahs (ifſersto cut our hair, | 


of theplcaſantnesofthe haw-thorns. The Greek Poet | 
ſaies wittily ,1f he paine of the headach were before the | 
pleaſure of the wine,none would be drunke.Ifwe could | 
inour apprehenſion feel thepain of fin before hand, | 
| weſhould cſcape the ſnake that lies hid vnder the | 
green graſle, the hookethat lies couered vnder the | 
| pleaſanc bait. This is Sa/omons aduiſe in the rempras- | 
tion; 
= 
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as of her lap to lull vs aſleepzas well ofthe pricking,as | 
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| ton decceiucth himſelfe, whoharkneth to che ſweete ' 
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tion to drunkennes eucn then when our teeth are ſer | 
on water with the pleaſant colour of the wineſprin- | 
kling & leaping in the glaſſe,to remember that yer is | 
the end it wil bite like a ſerpent &7 furt like acokatrice, | 
And ſo in tempratio to vncleannes by the fair ſpeech | 


her latter end is bitter as wormwood, and ſharper they Pro. g.4, 
any two-edzed ſword. For here truely hath place thar | 
ſpeech of Abner to vab, Knoweſt thou n9t it will be | 2 Smm.2.26, 
bitternefſe in the latter end ? Sinne 1nay well bring 
withit a flattreing pleaſure in the entry, bur it al- 
waies cloſes with a btiter remorſe in the end. | 
The 4. deceit is, when it perſwadethvs to ſin,vpon | IV-Deceir, ; 

hope of Gods mercy for pardon. This is a very viuall | Pemiag of 
and dangerous deceit. Like that of the diuels roour | * 
| Sauiour, Caft thy ſelfe down headlong, for the Angels | 
foal beare thee vp.So our hartsto vs,caſt your ſclues, 
implunge your ſclues into this or that fin : the mercy | 
of God (hall help you out.Poyſen thy ſelfe,here is a 
counter-poyſon, Break thy head,hereis a plaſter.Surs- | 
| fer,here is a Phyſition, An incolerablething it is,thar 
the mercy of God,the onely inuiter and prouoker of 
our obedicce, through the ſophiſtry of theſe naughty 
hartsof ours,ſhould be madean allurer &very baud | 
aSit werete al filthines.There is mercy with thee,faith | Pal-r 30.4. 
the Prophet,what ? that thou mighteſt be deſpiſed, | 

laſphemed?no,thar thou mighteſt be feared. And the | 
loue of Chriſt eonftraines Pau/ro duty. Therefore | z Cor.z.14, 
ſce what noble !deceiuers our hearts are, that can 
make that an enticer to (inne, which of it ſclfe is the 
onely powerfull,and conſtraining perſwader to god- 


and alluring beauty of the harlot,co remember that p,,,, ., A 


| 


j 


| lineſle, - But let them take heed leaſt their hope of | 
| mercy 
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[mercy be not preſumption. Asa man paſſing ouer 
a bridge, which his falſe ſpetacles make toleeme 
broader, then indeed it is, being thereby deceiued, 
goes beiides the bridge and fo is drowned : fo is it 
with thoſe, whoſe deceitfull hearts make the bridge 
of Gods mercy larger then it is, they are in danger 
of falling befirc it into the waters of eternall deſtru- 
Aion. For though Gods mercy be of the largeſt ex- 
rent,yet it is bounded with his truth. And therefore | 
viually in the Scriptures we find theſe two coupled | 
rogether, Gods mercy and his ruth. Sothat Gods | 
mercy may not be ſuch, whereby his truth in any 
ſhould be impeached. As it ſhould if ir be profſticu-, 
red it ſelfe indifferently and promiſcuouſly to all, 
as well the inſolent and impenitent as the poore, 
| humble and broken hearted finner. For vnto theſe 
{latreronely is the promiſe of mercy made. And if 
tothe others thegate of mercy ſhould beſet open; 
Gods mercies (as Salomon ſaics of the wickeds that 
they are cruellmercies ) ſhould be falſe, and vniuſt 
mercies, But Ged neuer yetlearned ſo to be mer 
- | cifull;as ro makehimſelfefalſe, and vnfaithfull, 
= pr | Theft deceit is, when our hearts the better to 
ofliaing, | hearten vsto {inne., plead the neceſſity of living in 
this world,and maintaining our ſclues andour char- 
| ges. O wee mult needes liue, ſay ſome. And vnleſle 
; we doe thus, and thus ( ſay breake the Saborh, lie, 
\ ſweare, defraud, &c. ) we cannot live. Efas vnder 
this pretence ſold away heauen., He was very hvn- 
gry,and knowing not how to relieue the neceflity of 
hunger otherwiſe then by accepting of 1:c95s con- 
ditions, accepted them, I muſt maintaine my lelfe} 
| ſairh' 
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ſaich Eſa. Ar this preſent I cannot without fome 
tood,foodI ſeenone but my brothers portage. This 
I cannot haue, without I buy itwith my birth-righe: 
; And thus he deceiucd himfelfe. The like deceit wee 
'ſhall ſee in Demerrivs the filuer-ſmith, who pleades 
hard for Dias , and theworſhip of her images by 
(this very argument: Si75,ye know that by this craft we 
hane our goods: [i Diana goe dowae, our liuing goes 
downe with her, Thus would Sathan haue beguiled 
.|Chrift, when in his hunger he perſwaded him to re- | 
leeuehimſelfe by turning ſtones into bread. And in- | 
deedto get our bread by falſhood,opprefſion wrong, | 
or any indiret courſe is a kinde of turning (tones ins | 
tobread. And, what good will ſuch bread doe vs ? | 
Bread made of ſtones ſhall turne into ftones , cuen 
in the very eating. The bread of deceit though ne- 
/uer ſo pleaſant,yer in the mouth proues bur grauell, 
ſaith Salomon. Prog. 20.17, And no maruell. [t was 
made of grauelland ſtones. And ſo returnes to his 
firft ſubſtance. Another remedy againſt this deceit 
is to oppoſe a greater necelsity of our ſoules liuing 
both here and hereafter with God. VVhar doſithou 
'tell mee of the necelsity of thy liuing here? There 
15 one onely neceſsity for which there isno excuſe, 


us 


— 


'whatſoeuer become of this carrionly carkaſe of | 747 &@ 15 
thine. This is the farre greater neceſsity of the two. | opocuSo 
It is not then imply neceſlary for thee toliue heere. | 74 6s, 
Or if it were, yet not to liue by ſuch wicked meanes, | Chry/. 
which thine owne vnbeleeuing heart ſuggeſteth. 

Man lines not by bread onely but by exery word that pro-| yay 4, 

ceedes 


hh 


{and is,notto offend God. One thing 35 neecefull faith | jj, ry ny, 
Chrift, to prouide for thy ſoule againſt hercafter, | c,., 277. 
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| VI. Deccit, 
| Pretence Ot 
doing onely 


ſor trials ſake, 


o 
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' theſe ſhifrs,but by his Faith. Andthar is his mear in 
the want of ether things , according to that of the 
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ceeds out of the month of God. And the init man 
lizes,euenthis his temporal life alſo,not by theſe and 


Prophet, Truſt in the Lord and doe geo, dwell in the 


land and feede thy ſelfe by or with thy Faith, as Tre- 


1 


| 


| 


mellitus reades it. And thus we haue handled fue de- | 
ceits which our hearts vſe in perſwading vs toſinne. 
Thereremaine yerdiuers others,which we wil ſpeake 


| of in the Chaprer following. 


—nnn—_— — ——_ 


— 


Of nine more aeceits in the ſame kinde. | 
"T Herefore to proceede forward with theſe ae 
ceits; the {1xt deceit is, Apretence that we will | 


doe ſuch and ſuch rhings ( cuill and vngodly) onely | 


for trials ſake,that by our owne experience we may 
the better learne the vanity of ſinne. For example, 
| ſome will goe purpoſcly ts ſee Maſle, to the end,as 
' they ſay, that they ſeeing the fooliſhneſſe and fil | 
 thineſſe thereof might learne to loath it themore. 
| The like pretence is vſed for ſeeing of plaies, that by | 
ſeeing many filthy finnes(which the Apoſtles would | 
| not haue once ſo much as to be named) repreſen- 
| ted and acted on the ſtage , wee ſhall learne to 
| hate thoſe vices the more. But GO PD hath ap-' 


| pointed better ſchoolemiſtreſles of the hatred of 


- | finne, then the praGtiſe of finne. Why ſhould wee || 


leaue the meanes appointed by God. to worke 
this hatred of (inne, and deviſe ether meanes of our | 
| owne? Is this the beft way to learne continency , to; | 


exer-! 
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willingly. But alas, how miſerably was he hainpe- 


| aS We can couer in our brethren many vertues vnder 
ſomeone infirmity : ſocontrarily in our ſelues ( ſo 
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mm 


exerciſe and trade our.ſclues in vncleanneſle 2 Was | 
chere euer any thar Jearned ſobriety by haunting ta- | 
uernes &ale-houſes temperance out of the ſchoole 
of Epicuriſme?chaſtity in the lewes? I deny not but 
God,who draweth light out ofdarknefle, can heale 
the wound of the viper withthe fleſhofche viper,and 
can make fin,contrary to his owne nature, to worke 
our good, driuing out one poyſon with another, 
What then?becauſe the learned Phyſitian can heale 
vs with poyſon, ſhall wee therefore be rampering 
with them our ſelues ? So in ſtead of health we may | 
quickly mect with death . No, Salomon him{elte 
was deceiued in this point; as his Eccleſiaſtes ſhew- | - 
eth. And his experience may teach vs, how dange- 
rous it is to trycthe heat of the fire by putting inour 
finger» He gaue himſelfe to a pleaſurable delicious | 
life onely for triall ſake, tomake proofe of it, what 
was in it,that if he could nor finde happy tranquilli- | xccrs.,. 
tie of minde, hee might leaueit ſo muchthe more | # 


red in theſnares thereof? How was he by this means 
drawne on to that fearcfu]l apoſtacy in his old age? | 
(hallnot his experience make vs wiſe ? ſhall any man 
now thinke he can ſafely beare that burthen,which 
hath already broken Sampſors backes 


The /ezenth deceitis, when we ground our liberty | VII.Deceir, 
Preſuming 


which we take of ſinning, vpon thoſe good, either |, 4,1,5004 


graces we haue,or ations we doe ; perſwading our | we haue, 
felues thar a little dramime of ſome goodnefſle in vs 
will waigh downe many talents of wickedneſſe. For 


cunning 


| 
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cunning and crafty areour hearts) many,not ſleigh» 
| ter infirmities onely, but euen grofſer deformities 
' alſo vnder ſome one,poore,petty,(happily ſhow of 
| vertue, rather then Fee ic ſelfe. T hus rhe civil 
' man thinks his prophancheſſe and carelcſnefſe in re- 
ligion is ſufficiently couered vnder his vprightneſſe, 
and juſt dealing inthethings of this life. The glo- 
Zing hypocrite thinkes his zeale in outward profeſ- 
 fing may beare him out in his vncharitable,vnrigh- 
'teous, and vnreaſonable dealing with men. As if 
' Herod ſhould haue thought his hearing of /obn a ſuf- 
| ficient priuiledgeto him for his inceſt. Thus nobly 


doe our hearts deceive vs, making vs belecuc that a 
great heap of chaffe canlie hid vnder alule hand- 
tull of corne, that a lirtle dimme candle-light can 
chaſe away the foggy palpable darkneſle of Eg pr." 
Whereas the contrary is the truth, that our little 
good is ratherobſcured and eclipſed with our many 
and great cuils. As in the parable of the ſower,the 
thorny ground is ſaid to bringforth no fruit. Zak.8, 
14+ and yet before, verſe ſeauen, it was ſaid that 
| the thornes ſprang vp with the ſeede, fo that the 
ſecede did not periſh in the ground, bur ſprou. 
ted foorth, and yeelded ſome fruit 3 and yet be- 
cauſe, as Marke faics, the thornes grew vp , or af- 
 cended.as Mathew | peaketh,namely, aboue the fruit, 
therefore the fruit of this ground is no fruit: it 
lies buried vnder the thornes, it is oucrtopped, and 
| choaked by them, Loenow, the fruit docs not co- 
ver thezhorpes,but the ihbornes the fruze.lt is notſaid 
| there were no thorwes, becauſe of fome hopeful! be- 
ginnings of fruir, but contrarily, ao (rakcbocagſect 
16 
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che thornes thriving) and increaſing. Were it not| 
abſurd to reaſon thus, what though there be many 
poiſonfull herbs inthe pot? yetthere areſome good 
ones, and ſo the porridge may be good. Nay, if a- 
mong many good hearbs, there were but one poy- 
ſonfull in the por, a man might ſay truely , Death is 
1m the pot, yea, that there were nogood heatrb in it; 
becauſe the poiſon of the Mt hath raken away all 
the goodneſſe of the other. Soin truth where there 
is bur any one {innenouriſhed and foſtered, all other 
our graces are not onely blemiſhed, bur abolithed, 
they are no graces. But moſt of all is this deccit dan. 
gerous in the true children of God 2 when they (hall 
the rather prefume in ſome things to {tnne, becauſe 
they are the children of God, members of Chrſt , 
and ſo cannot be ſeuered from him, and becauſe 
they are beautified with ſo many excellent graces, | 
which they thinke will caſily obtaine pardon for 
ſore ſmall defies. Thus were the feruants in the 
primitive Church deceived, when vpon occaſion of 
their calling, they ſhooke off the yoake,and becauſe 
they were Gods ſonnes, would no-longer be mens 

{laves. And thus would the Diuell have deceived 
Chriſt, when hee would hauc had him preſumed vp- 

on his priuiledge of being the ſonne of God , and 

therevpon haue caſt himſelfe- downe from the pin- 

nacle of the Temple. Math. 4.6. This deceit is ſo 

much themorelamentable, in that theſe conſidera-| 
ons ought rather to be bridles to reſtrainevs frem 
ſinning,and ſpurres to prickevs on to further grace, 
and obodiency For the more henendiGod hath 


taine | 
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raine it, according to that of Paul: walke worthy of 
that high calling, Should fach a man as 1, ſaith Nehe- 
mie, goe into the Temple to live ? Againe, haſt thou 
ſome graces, ſome good things ir<thee? O then dil- 

orace them not with ſinne,but make them as grace- 
full as thou canſt, by adding vnto them what is wan= 
ting, that ſothere may be a ſweet propnrtion, and 
comely conueniency Mſhe ſpiritual body of Grace. 
For as it were an abſurd ſpeech tolay , I haugall os 
\ther parts of my body ſeemely, and comely, legges, 
hands, cies lippes,checkes ; therefore ir marters not 
for my deformed and misſhapen noſe; no body can 
ſee this blemiſh among ſo many ornaments; yes 
they will ſee ir,and marke it fo much the rather,and 
thedeformitic of thy noſe is made more conſpicu. 
ous by the conformitic of thy other members : ſo 
alſo alike abſurd is it to perſwade our ſclues, that | 
| becauſe of ſome ornaments in our ſoules, the many 

monſtrous enormities thereof will be winked at. Is 
any woman ſo fooliſh as to thinke becauſe her face 
is very faire,and beautifull, therefote ſhe may ſpeck 
and ſpot it here and there with mire and dirt ? or 

becauſe her clothes ſhine and glifter, therefore ſhe 
may ſtaine them? Whereas the fairer the face, and 

the garment, the greater isthe diſgrace of the ſpot, 
and ſtaine. So alſo would any man be ſo ſence- 
leſle, asto thinke thus, becauſe I hane a goodſute, 
good ſteckings, cloake and band, therefore I may. 
well enough put on an old duſty, worne, and torne 
hat. No; this will diſgrace all the reſt of his fur- 
niturez- and it would be nothing ſo great a ſore in 

the cies of the beholders; if his doublet & hoſe mere 
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tattered, his ſhooes muſty, his fiockings broken, &ce| 


The eight deceit is , when wee preſumethe rather 
ro finne, becauſe wee thinke to make amends for ir 
afterward, by ſome good deeds, as prayer, confel- 
fjon,almes,8c.The couetous man ſees a pray, ſome 
rich booty whereby he may benefit himſelfe much, 
in the iniury and eppreſsion of his neighbour: Yea 
but his conſciencetels him; opprefsion 1s finne,how 
then may he docit? His deceitful] heart fuggelterh, 
that if afterward hee be a little more bountifull in 
giving of almes , hee ſhall make an aboundant re- 
compence for his ſ{inne, and fo bids him ſticke no 
longer at the matter. [n this one particular, 4»ſtew 
' both propoundeth, and difcouereth this deceit ve- 
ry notably. The extortioner, faith hee, ſaith thus unto 
me, 1am not like the rich man in the Goſpell,7 feaſt the 
poore,1 ſend ſuſtenance to the priſoners,l cloath the na- 
hed, I entertaine the ſiranzers. Towhom hee anſwe- 
| reth, Thou thinkeſt thou giaeſt. © Doenot take away, 
** and thou haſt giuen. Hee reioyceth to whomthou 
« haſtgiuen : buthe weepeth, from whom thou haſt 
© taken away. VVhich of theſe two thinkeft thou 
* will God heare? Thou fait} co him to whom thou 


ſor.z l.fom, 10. 


cere, &c, 


tollere noli, et 


« haſt giueh, berthankful for that thou haſt recejued : 
« but on the other ſidethe other manſaith,] mourne 
*« forthatthou haft taken away : God , hee ſaies to 
« thee, foole, I bad thee giue, bur nor of other folkes | 
* poods.Know thou feole,whoofthy ſpoiles and ra- 
© pines gineft almes,that whenthou ſpoyleſta Chri- 
<«ſtian, and rebbeſt him, thon robbett Chriſt him- 
| *« ſelfe. Andifthey ſhall be ſent to hell that did not 
« cloath Chriſt ( rhat is a Chriſtian) when naked, 
P 


« what 


ITX;Deceit, 
Hope of ma« 
king amends 
afteryvard. 


De verb, Apoſ?, 


Dicit mihi raptor 
rerum alienarum 
ec. 

Agepas facio, 
vinttis in Care 
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; «© what place (ball they have in hell that made him 
| * naked when hce was clothed ? Here happely thou 
_ | * wilt ſay,thou ſirippelt a Pagan, & clothelt a Chris | 
| « tian. Even heere will Chriſt anſwere chee , oh | 
. [Pare dennis | © ſpare to damnifie mee, For when thouwho arc a | 
-” « Chriſtian doeſt thus oppreſſe a Pagan, thou kee- | 
<« peſt him from becomming a Chriſtian. If thou | 
* haſt then of thine owne;giue, ifriot better for thee | 
« rogratifienone,thento grate vpon any, Sofar 4#-. 
 ſten, excellently ſhewing the groſcnes of this deceit, 
' that we may rob Peter, if afterward we will pay Paul 
| therewith. This kinde of deceit ſeemerthto haue car- 
| ried Sau/ro that his diſobedience , in retainingthe 
 fatteſt ofthe 4malekites flockes. He thought belike | 
| the ſtains thereof would eaſily be waſhed out with 
| the bloud of his ſacrifice , whereof hee ſpeakes ſo 
* "HOEITSAR | much afterward to Samuel, The people tooke it to offer 
21, | to the Lord thy God in Gileal. Andfothe whooriſh | 
womanthinkes the like water will purge away all the 
Prou.7.14. | filthineſle of her luſt, 7 have peace-offerings (faith (he, 
incouraging her ſelfe,and her youth in their ſinnes) 
at home,and 1haue pated my vowes. This ſeemes alſo 
tohaue beene the deceit of the Phariſees, as ſome 
reade that Lak, 11. 41. Tee gine almes ( namely of 
goods gotten by rapine,8& pillage)and then all willbe 
clean,the blot of your vniuſtice you think is ſufficient- | 
ly waſhed away. A horrible thing,to think that God 
wil thus be corrupted,and made to winke at our (in. 
_ No: Ze that effreth to the Lord ofthe goods of the poore, 
| 3% | i8arbethat ſacrificeth to the Sopne before the Father. 
6-4 But here is a double deceit. 1. That wecan fatis- 


' fie for our fins by any of our workes. 2. That _ 
| — ore 


— —_—— 
_—_—_—_— c——_ 


—_——__—_ Cee OO. A. —_ 


% 


—_ i - Ry * -- "1 
TOO OR MO be ” 2 ra >, 
DEE So + "58 
as Pe . F - ne” 
CER rn—y, 
' 


The deceitfulneſſe of mansheart.* | 199 


fore we may boldly ſinne. For firſt, ſay that thou 
| couldeſt ſatisfic God for the wrong which thy ſinne 
doth to him, maiſt thou therefore Jawfolly offer 
wrong and violence to him ? Vouldeſt thou thinke 
thy neighbour might lawfully ſteale from thee, if 
after he would make ſome reſtitution ?or breake thy 
head,if after he would giuetheea plaiſter? But then | 
it is not ſo, that any works of obedience canfatisfie 
for thy former diſobedience. If- thou wert bound 
toa man in two ſeucrall bonds for two ſeuerall 
debts,and having forfeited one,thouldeſt afcerward 
pay the other, wouldſt chou be ſo foolith as to think 
that by paying this latter,thou hadſi ſufliciently dil: | 
charged the formen? If a ſeruant,hauing loyte: ed all 
one weeke, ſhould painfully labour all the next, 
would his maſter yet endure him pleading the laſt 
weekes diligence, as ſuſlicient recompence of the | 
| 


formers negiigence ? No. For it was his duety to 
labour both weekes. So the obedience thou perfor- 
meſt toGod is a debt due to him : theu canſt not 
pay one debt with another. If a chapman, having 
|gone long in the marchants books,ſhould at length 
pay for that lic tooke laſt, had he therefore farisficd 
for all that was taken before? And yetthis is the fop- { 
piſh deceit,not of the Papiſts alone, bur of many of 
our ſclues alſo{for naturally there is much of the po- | 
piſh leauen in vs) rothinke that if after we havefin- 
| ned, we befor a while a little more carefull then or- 
dinary,of prayer,confef1on,reading, hearing, and 
ſuch like exerciſes, then all is well againe : Bur Sa- 
lomontells vs,thatrhefacrifice of the wicked is aho- 
| mination to the Lord. And therefore the exerciſes 
| P 2 00 
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1X Deceit, 
| Pretence ot 


inſuing good. 


| 


'Nemoita per- 
plexes tenelur 


 nter duo vitia, 


quin 66 exitus 


pateat abſq; 3. 


_ | ſwornetogratifiethe requeſt of that dancing Mi- 


| ment-?euenthe ſamethar they had, the preſeruati- 


\of godlineſſ: performed by ſuch 2s wallow infinne 


without repenance,cannort pacific his wrath. | 

The »in:h deceit is, whea we perſwade ourſclues 
tothe committing of ſome {ianc, vpon pretence, | 
\cicher of che conſequence of ſome great good, | 
| which otherwile cannot be had 3 orthe preuention | 
of loine greatereuill, which otherwiſe cannot bee ' 
\auoided. Hence that deccitfull rule, of zo ewills | 
chuſe the lea. Lot was caught in this ſnare, when | 
hewould -haue redeemed the greater ſinne of the | 
| Fodomites againſt his gueſts, with theleſſe againſt 
| his daughters 5 when he would hauc. prevented So- 
 domic by permiſſion of adultery. So Hered hauing 


|nion, forthe auoiding of the Sands, ruſhes vpon 
the Rocke; preventing periary, as hee thought, by 
murther. Bur thetruth is, a man._isneuer ſo incom- 
palled betwixt twoeuils, but he may finde an out- 
| going Without a third. :Now as concerning the 
| hopeof ſome -good that: may enſue, heere Lots 
daughters werecaughr, as wellas their father inthe 
former : For when they fell into that foule abhomi- 
nation-of inceſt, in all likelihooad this was thar 
whicb-preuailed with them, a hope they had that 
by this meanes, in their fathers pofterity, the 
Church of God (otherwiſe in their opinion neere 
an end ) ſhould be vpheld, and preferued. . And 
was not. here agoodly colour, to commend inceſt 
 vnto them, the preferuation of the Church from 
ruine ? But had not _Abrabam as good a colour for 
to haue ſpared //aac&,contrary to Gods commande- 


en. 
<< 


on, 
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on, and ſaluation of all the cle&, which hee might 
teare would haue beene buried in //aacks aſhes, of 
whom hee knew the Aeſs14h muſt come. And in- 


here had beene fit place for this deceir. The leapers 
| {were thus decciued, when, contraric to Chriſts 
commandement , they diuulged the Miracle of 
their healing : Their reaſon was todeclare Chriſts 
glorie , and their owne thankefulneſle. But they 
(ſhould haue learned , that as when God commands 
things otherwiſe forbidden , then they are no 
ſinnes; as in Abrahaws caſe: ſo when he forbiddeth 
things otherwiſe commanded , then they are no 
parts of obedicnce , whatſocuer plaufible perſwa. 
fions we may frame toour ſelues. Sau alſo was 
thus deceiued, when for the better ouerthrowing 
' of rhe Philiſtimes , he forbad the people to cate any 


deed, if Abraham had not had a found heart indeed, | 


; 


thing ill the eucning. So Rebecca, when for gayning 
the bl.fling ſhe taught her ſonne how tolie. aſter 
makes mention of ſome.thart iuſtified the reading 
of the immodeſt, and Jaſciuious writings of the 
heathen Poers vnto young boyes, by the good that 
comes of it , namely, the ning of the tongue, the 
poliſhing of the ſpeech. That which is good is 
| precious indeede , and according to Salomensxrule, 
wee areto bay it, but yet not to our diſaduantage; 
with the loſle onely of worſe things, not of better 
things then that wee buy. Wee muſt not buy clo- 
quence, and good words ſodearely, as with the loſle 


finger, with the lofſe of our cies. For, as excellently 


of a good conſcience : we muſt not redeeme our little | 


Auſten,Good words are not more eaſily learned by thoſe | 
P 3 | filthy 
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Now omnino per | filthy writings : bat filthineſſe is more confidently pra- 
han _—_ Fiſed by reaſon of thoſe words, Whatſocuer good it 
| commedius d/= | iS We may thinkero come vnto by inning, it is no» 


cantor,ſed pr | thing to that hurt wee doe to our owne ſoules in 


— ang © | inning. It were madneſſe to looſe a thouſand 
dentiusperpe- | pound, to gaine an hundreth : much more to looſe 
wap it for nothing, miſsing of that hoped-for hundreth. 
So it is here in this deceit, In not (inning, when 
wee are tempted , there is an vnſpeakable good: 
now when we ſinne vpon hope of ſome great good, 
| rſt wee looſe thegood of abſtaining from ſinne, of 
| keeping our ſoules pure from that defilement . 
This wee wittingly looſe, Now that great good 
wee thinke to winne by this lofſe , is in compariſon 
with this, but as a dramme to a talent. This were 
bad enough, onewouldthinke : Yet here is not all. 
For beſides the lofſe wee purpoſely put our ſelues 
vnto, we looſe allo that wee hoped to gaine by this 
loffe, both the talent, and the dramme to. As Saxl 
when by his wicked execration , and cruell prohi- 
| bition of foode to the people, thought to haue fur- 
thered the victory againft the Philiſtims , indeede 
! hehindercd ir,as /onarhan obſerucd : For if the peo» 
| ple had not beeneour of heart for want cf foode , 
they might farre more valiantly haue purſued their | 
aduerſaries. And ſoit farcth with vs , as with the 
doggein the Fable, that letting fallthe fleſhchar 
was in his mouth, to catch at the ſhadow thereof, 
loſt both thathee had, and that hethought ro haue 
had, both ſubſtance, and ſhadow to. For indcede 
that good which wee procure by finning , is rather | 


a ſhadow of good, then anytrue good. Vhen _ 
| OC 


I CNET” mi pn — ll... Att 


| 


- 


| Wholly to renounce Gods ſeruice, and ſhake off his 
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doe cuill that good may come thereof, though the | 
thing it ſelfe be good,yer to vs it is nor good, Our | 
ſinae in procuring it hath altered the nature of it. ) 
If this were well thought of by ſome, they would | 
not ſo deceiue themſelues,as they doe,in viing baſe | 
ſbifts,and indirea , and vnhoneſt courſes, forthe | 
iriching of their ſtate, vpon pretence of doing 

good tothe Church, whereto they ſay they ſhall 

thus be enabled. Itell ſuch, that the good which 

thus they doe tothe Church, in them is no good, 

bur-curned into finne. For as in 7eb it is faid that 

we may nor ie for God, fo neither may wee op- 

prefſe defraud,or doe any other euill,cither for God 

or the Churchof Ged. Heknowes how to prouide 

for his Church without thee. He will not be honous, 
red with the priceofadogge,and a whore. Heneeds 

not thy veri#es, much lefle thy finnes, either for! 
his owneglory,orhis Churches. Neuer feare, that 

either of theſe willfall downe, though they ſeeme 

neuerſo much to ſhape,vnleſſe thou ( as one Y224þ 

his hand toſaue the Arke) put vnder the prop ol 
thy {inne.But againſt this deccitfor cuer remember 

that golden rule of the Apoſtle, }/e may not doe enill, 

(no nottheleaſt ) zhat geod (though the reateſt) 
may come thereof. 

The tenth deceit is, when wee therefore preſume 
to goeon in our {innes, becauſeour meaning is, if 
we may belecue our hearts, ro continue alſo in 
the practiſc of godlineſle, as it were parting ſtakes 
betwixt God and the Diuell. If our hearts ſhould 
perſwade vs foto inthrall our felues to ſinne, as 


P4 yoke, 


[ob [ 3*7» 


Deut.23.16. 


Rom.3. 
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yoake, this would nor ſo cafily be granted. Bur 
now when they beare vs in hand, thar ſtill we ſhall | 
continue Gods ſeruants, notwithſtanding our ſer- 
vice performed to finne, wee quickly apprehend 
this, and thinke this will be fine, if wee can. both 
pleaſe God,and our owne naughty hearts too. This 
was Salomons deceit,in his firſt declination,when he 
began ouer-much to harken to the inchantments 
of pleaſures ; that for all his pleaſures, hee would 
{till continue his former excrciſe of piety, But when 
oncehe had gonethus far, ro admit of ſuch com- 
panions with God, in the ſeruice of his neart, they 
| could not Jong endure Gods partnerſhip, nor yet 
| God theirs, and ſo Salemer ar length gaue ouerthe 
ſeruice of God, and ſerued idols. Neuer then let 
vs thinke that we can ioyne together things ſo in- 
ſociable,;godlinefle, and wickednefle. It is ahard 
matter to exerciſe two ſeuerall trades , much more 
ewo ſuch contrary trades, as theſe two. Nenerlet 
| vs beſo groſle,as to thinke we can reconcile things 
altogether irreconcileable,God and Sathan : ye can- 
not ſerue two contrary Maſtcrs, God and Marmmon, 
; God and Bacchus God,and Yenus. The Manmoniſt 
flattereth himſelfe in his worldlinefle, becauſe hee 
| purpoſeth Rillco continue his zeale and forward- 
neſſe in religion. Butthis is impoſhble. For how 
Can ſuch a worthy princeſſe as Grace, indure ſuch 
rogues for her bedfellowes,to lodge with her in aur 
hearts,as are Couctouſneſſe, Voluptuouſneſlle, 8c. 
No,Grace muſthaue all, or none, If any finne haue 
buta part,irmuſthaue all. Loe then notable craft. 
If you will let ſuch and ſuch gueftes in to _ 
ſome 


— —— 


'of Conſcience. Thus the lewes deceiued themſelues in 
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ſomeroome, they will net be any vnquier neigh- 
bours : Grace ſhall enioy her roome ſtill. But when 
once they are got in, Grace is ſo annoied, that ſhee 
is faineto depart preſently. And fo all falls to their 
ſhare. 

The elenenth deceit is, when we fleſh and con- 
firme our ſelues in our ſinnes, becauſe of fome hu- 
mane lawes which may ſceme to fauour them. 
Though yet indeed, they onely tolerate them, and 
not allow them. Thus the commen Vſurer decei- 


ueth himſelfe ; why the law allewes ten in the hun- 
dred : yea, butthe law onely ſtints, and limits it to 
teninthehundreth , and fo farre giues way toit, 
for the preuenting of a greater miſchiefe. And this 
will notbc enough to excuſethe Viurer in the Court 


— — — 


the matter of their Poligamy,in having many wiues3 
and intheir diuorces for eucry trifle. They thought 
Moſes law bad allewed them in theſe finnes.Where- 
as our Saniour ſheweth, Afoſes onely gaue atollerati- 
en, becauſe of the hardneſle of their hearts.Soin the 
matter of maintenance for the Miniftery, many, 
thoughrich &able, yet refuſeto give any thing be- 
cauſe they haue nor thoſe things,the richeswhereof 


the lawrequires forthis purpoſe.Yet the law of God 
is plaine,ler him that is taught make him that teacheth 
hin partaker of all his geods, And againe in the cities 
which the other tribes muſt giue the Leuites, God 
would haue this proportion to be kept 3 ſychtribes 
as had more cities in their inheritance, ſhould part 
with more : fuch as had lefſe,with fewer. By the c» 
quity of which proportion, thoſethat are richer are 

bound 
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| bound ro giuemore tothe miniſtery,then the poo< 
rer. And yer, it this colour of humane law will ſerue| 
the turne,they may giue lefſe. Forthe poorer may 
| haue tiches payable by the Law, when thericher 
| have none, But Gods Law requires, that according 
roourability, whether our eſtarebe in matters tithe- 
| able,ornot, that matters not with God, we ſhould 

'mainraine the miniftery. 

XII Deceit, | Thetwelfth deceit is, when therefore we flatter 
from our mo- ; Or ſelucs in our ſinne, and thinke we may well e- 
deration in. | nough doe it, as long as wee keepe a moderation in 
ge ſnning,and doenor laſh out ſo farre as others doe, 
Thus many thinke they need not ſticke to ride vpon 
the Sabaoth, though fortriſling, triuiall cauſes, ſo 
they ſtay an houre by the way to hearea Sermon,8& 
| doe not wholly ſpend itin trauelling, as ſome doe. | 
Thus many beare themſclues our in their hard and | 
vniuſt dealing with the poore, becauſe they vſe not 
all that cruelty they might,and that others doc;be- 
cauſethey onely clip off the woo!, and not the /;ning 
| fleſh : it may bethey take bur halfe the forfeiture of 
a band; it may be they reſtore halfeof the worth of 
the pledge,when itit forfeited. So Theeues thinke if 
they leaue fome mony in the trauellerspurſe,andlet 
him ſcape with his life, which was in their hands, 
they are ſo farrefrom being to be accuſed for their |: 
ſtealing,that rather they are robe commended for | ' 
their mercy, and moderation in ſtealing. Thus Da- 
wid though he followed his luſt inlying with Bath- 
ſheba, yer he would not lie with her, bur being puri- 
fied,according ts the Law: And lying with her fo, 
| his deceitfull heart made him thinke hee might the 
more 


—_— 
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more ſafely doe it. But this deceit is not hard to be 
diſcovered. Doth Danid indeede make conſcicnee 
of ceremoniall, and yet none of merall purity 2 Doth 
the theefe make conſcience of leaning one twelue- 
pence inthe traucllers purſe,and none of taking ma- 
ny hundreths our of it? Soin theremitting of halfe 
the forfeyrure, I aske of thee , whether the ſame 
reafon that makes thee giue one halfe, ſhould nor 
preſſe thee to giue the other alſo , thou hauing no 
more right before God to keepe the one part then 
the other? 

The therteenth deceit is, in wreſting the Scripture 
to make itſerue our tutne. And if once our deceit- 
full hearts can finde the leaſt colour for our ſmnnes 
there,then runne we away with it, and take liberty to 
ſinne boldly, It ſhall not be amiſle to ſeethis in ſome 
particulars. | 

x: For liberty in ſinning, prephane ones alledge 
thar of Salomon, Be not inſt oner-much.Soa man may 
be too forward, and preciſe. And againe, be not 
wicked ouer-much. So then a man may be wicked 
moderately, 

Anſw,The _ words are not to be ynderftood 
ef true righteouſneſle, as though there could be too 
| much there, but a deviſed righteouſneſle of our 
owne, without the word of God. Such as is that of 
the Papiſtsin whipping themſelues, Therefore Salo- | 


thy ſelfea ſtricter righteouſneſſe, then his word im- 
poſeth vpon thee. What then? is this to cry downe 
the praQiſeoftrue piety, & mortification comman- 


mon addes in the ſame place : Neither be too wiſe. | 
Make not thy ſelfe wiſer then God, in preſcribing to | 


| 


ded 


XIIT. Deceit, 
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| ObieeF. 


Eccle. 7.18.19, 
cxplaincd, 


Anſw. 


a 


| 
ded in the word ?Asfor thelatter words, of not be- 
| ing too wicked , they doe not give vs leaue to be 
| wicked in any ſort , though neuer ſo licele, no more 
Rom-6.12. hen the Apoſtle, ſaying, Let wot ſinze raigne , doth 
| thereby giuelibertieto vs,thax ſinne may betolera. 
| ted,fo it raignenot ; orthen he doth,whean he ſaies, 
Let not the Sun goe downe vpon your wrath,thereby 
'giue liberty to be angry till the ſunne ſer, But as 
| therethe meaning is, that if ir beſo thatwe cannor 
| wholly be free from raſh anger ( which were to be 
 wiſhed)yet we ſhould notnourifh ir, but labour with 
all ſpeed to quench it: ſo alſo heere,thacifir be ſo we | 
cannot altogether be free from the taint of wick- 
ednefle, yet that wee ſhould keepe our ſclues from 
laſhing out into the exceſle thereof, as the common 
ſore doe, no further are the words to be ſtret- 
ched. | 
2 For continuing impenitently in their ſins they 
Prou.14.16, | alledge that of Salomon, Theinſt man falleth ſeauen | 
| times 4 Jay,and riſeth againe. Which is to bevnder- 
ſtood of his falling into «ffl:Fzon, and not into ſinne, 
Solikewiſe they vrgethar of Ezekiel , At what time 
ſoener « ſeuner repents,&c. But they forget that ot S. 
Auſten, Hee which gineth pardon to the repemter, doth 
| 208 alwaies gine repentance ts the ſinner. 
3 For mixt dancing of men and women, that of 
Eeclel.z.4. | Salomen, There is 4 time to dance. An(w. Salomon 
expounded. | ſpeakes not offuchthingsas we ought to doe,or may. 
doe, by the commandement,or permiſsion of God,but 
of ſuch things, as fall out, and come to paſſeby the 
prouidence and decree of God. There is aw appointed 
| zime,namely in Gods cternall decree,for every things 
| name- 
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nam2ly char falls qut, euery,, cither croſle, orplea- 
Gag accident ; for otherwiſe there is no ſuch rime, 
wherein weare bound to throw away thatwe haue, 
ſoaswe aretokeepeand get it. - 

4. For vſury that inthe parable, 1by diddeſt rhos 


| Mat,2 5427. 


wot pat is forth to the exchangers, that 1 might hauc | 
mine owne vantage? Anſw.Grant that this be ſpoken | 


in alluſion to the prattiſe of common and cruell vſu- 
rers, yet the Scripture doth ao more allow of the 
common trade of vſury by borrowing a {imilitudeof 
chem, then of vniuſtice, in the parable of the thee- 
uiſh ſteward;orof thefc,in ſaying, Chriſt ſbail come 


chanter. | 

5. For fornication,that it is indifferent, the wards 
of the councell, 4s 15. joyning fornication, and 
conſorting it with things indifferent, viz. ble#dand 
things ftrangleg. bo” 


into 


Anſ. The reaſon of that coniunttion was the.ge-| 
nerall account that thoſe times made of farnicati- 


Luk.16.1, 
1 Thefl. 5.2, 
| Cor.g.z4, 


Mat.1 1.17, ; 


2 King,9.18, 
interpreted, 
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| into the houſe of Rimmon,ſo that Naamannow purpo- 

| {ing wholly to cleaue to the true God, craues par- 
| don for that which lie had done; no /eaze, for thar 
| he was to doe. The word is vſed in the ſame man- 
; ner in the inſcription of two Pſalms together:In the 
51-Pſalme, A Pſalme of Dania, after the Prophet Nas | 
than came to him: For he did not make the Pſalme, | 
till after he had beene with him, So in 52. P/alme, | 
| 4 P/alme of Dauid, after that Dorg came, and ſhrwed 
; Sawl,cFc.And in Pſalm.5 4 After the Ziphims came. 

7 For alawleſſe liberty to deale with otr owne 
things as weliſt, that inthe Parable, Aay / no? ave; 
| Mat.20.15. | wah mine owne as 11iff? Apſ. It is Gods ſpeech, and ' 
| his peculiar priuiledge, not thine, who haſt nothing 
(mply thine owne. 

8 For terporizinz and framing of our ſelues to all 
companies;that of the Apoſtle, F=to the Jewes,1 be- 
came a5 4 ew, Anſ. The Apoſtle became as a Tew 
to the Iewes,and as a Gentile to the Gentiles, not in 
conforming himſclfe to any of their impieries, for 
heneuer ſacrificed ro the Gentile Gods, to make 
himſelfe as @nc without the Law, to them that were 
Compaſimemi. | without the Law; but, 1. in the vie of things indiffe- 
—_ , | rent, 2. ina mercifull compaſſion rowards them, 
__ "pang tenderly earning in his bowels ouer their ſoules; not 
quamezer 9ui | ina crafty counterfeiting of their faſhions. Hee be- | 
minifira £379- | commieth as a ficke man to the ſicke, not that fei- [> 


. | $0,90p twm 2 


| ſebres ha'zere | neth himſeife to befick ofthe ſame diſeaſe, but thac 
| 


| mertitwr,ſed * | miniſtreth vnto him, and with a bemoning minde, 


| | 2 |thinketh whathe would begl2d others ſhoulddoeto 


| AuginEpf. | him being ficke, and does thefame to his brother, 
L | Diuerſe ſuch like wringings of Scripture might be 


inſtan-| - 
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inſtanced in. But theſe are enough to giue vs a ſay 

of the deceitfulneſſe of our hearts in this kinde, 

| The laſt aereit is, the inventing of inuafions, how 

ro elude ſuch arguments, whether from the Scrip- 

ture, or from ſound reaſon, as make againſt our fin» 

| Toſhes this in ſoire particulars. | 
1 When wee plucke and pinch the long haire of 


|ruffians with that pregnant text , 1/ is a ſhame for 4! 


man to weare long haire, Nature it ſelfe teacheth it. 
| Anſwere is made,that it is onely to be vnderſtood of 
ſuch haire that is as long as womens . But as it is | 
faid of the Phariſees, that their PhylaF#aries were | 
broad, but their expoſitions of the Law narrow, ſoit. 
may be faid of thele men , their hazre is /ovg , but 
their expoſition of this Scripture is very /bort, whiles 
they reſtraine the word, which fignificth to nouriſh 
the haireatlarge,. onely to ſucha kinde of nouriſh- 
. Ing, as womenvſe, that et it grow downetotheir 
'fecte. Homer vſing the Apollies word,cals the Gre- 
cis, nouriſhers of their haire 3 who yet | hope did 
[not weare their haire ſo long as women, that they 
| were faine to binde it vp. Thus. in ſtead of clipping 
their haire, rhey clip the Scripture, mY 
2 The like ſhift is that which is vied to decline 

| the firoke of Dext,22. againſt /age-plaiers,where the 
; man that putteth on womans apparell is faid to be 
an aboraination to the Lord, A tcarefull thunderbole, 
; But loe,a thicker, which ſome of 4 dams fonnes haue 
\ found to hide themſclues from this thundring voice 
of the Lord; and that isa corrupting gloſſe, which 
interprets it of ſuch onely , that weare womens ap- 


parell 9rdinar;ly, and daily, ſoas women vic todoc. 
. Yea, 
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Yea, but theword is ro pu? #n, aid it catinotbe $65 -1 
nied but players put ir on when they a& womens | ES 
Iilbech, parts : And the ſameword is vſed of Danzds putting: 
3 Sam.I7- {on Sawls armour , who yer put it off againe pre-, 
| ſently. w: | | 
3 "And laſtly, not to exceedein multitude of ex-| 
amples, when the negligence of Paſtors is checked 
with that expreſſe commandement,feede the flocke, 
| that is, ſaith the deceitful] heart, either by thy ſelfe, 

_ | orby another. Ard yet Chriſt biddeth Peter if hee 
louc him, and as heloves him, to feede his ſheepe. 
Looke then how thou art to loue Chriſt, ſo thou art 
ro feede his ſheepe. If thou thinkeſt ic enough to. 
| loue Chriſt by a deputy, then maift thou allo ſafely | 

thinke it enough to feede his ſheepe by a deputy. | 
It might beſhewedin many other things beſides, 
how full of ſubrill and ſophiſticall wit our hearts are' Þ 
in coining of diſtin&ions, and deuifing (Fifrs to, 
0diarefringare, | reſtraine hatreds,as they call them,that is,the com- 
favreamplree | randements that make againſtchem. But the que- 
ſtion is, whether theſe diſtinAions will goe for cur-| 
rent,orno, before God. In theſe caſes ir is belt to. 
rake that which isſureſt,and freeſt from danger. No 
danger atall of ſinnecan there be inneuer putting, 
|on of womens apparell, in wearing our hajre in the 
ordinary fhortnes, in feeding the flocke in our owne. 
perfons.Buttheother matters are doubtful, and que- 
ſttonable. Take heede therefore, leaft, on thy death 
bed; thon make this doubr, O what if that were not 
the meaning of that place,feed the flocke,thart is, ci- 
ther by thy ſelfe;or by thy ſubſtirute 2 How if Chriſt 
meant onely feeding by our ſelues, in our m—__ | 
: dl 
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{moake ? Venter not then toleane ypon fuch broken 
Raues , which will ſurely faile thee jinthy grearck 
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Seauen deceits of the heart in perſwading to the omiſſh- 
Aving ſpoken of the deceirs of our hearts in 


on of good. 
| yp bw F- gem the commiſsi08 of evill, it remai- 
neth that wee-proceed to their deceits.inperſwading 
# tothe orni/5ion of that which is Good, And they are 
ſpecially /eaves. 
The ##t is, when, as beforethe.foule and ougly 
| face of ſinne was painted with-the fairecolours of 
vertue and holineſle : ſo here, contrarily; the beauti- 
full face of vertue is all to be ſlurred ,.andfmeared 
with the blacke ſoore of rhoſe vices,: whichſeeme ro 
haue ſome affinity with it- Thus confcience. of time 
is traduced as preciſe nicenefle andneedlefle feru- 
puloſity z obegience to Gods lawes is thought the 
baſeſt bondage, Pſalm. 2. luſtſeucrity heares ill, vn- 
der the name of mercilefſe cruelty. Zeale: 3s cenfu- 
red for hypocrifie, raſneſſe, madneſſe;:Patience for 


foris ? how then ? who ſecthnot, that, when death 
commerh, then all our quirkes of wit, whereby we 
ſoothed our ſelues in our ſinnes , vaniſh away as 
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IT. Deceit,'o 
bring from a 


: Intle ro no» 


thing, 


| ent of conceitwith it> ---: | 


| minde': wiſedome for craft. Andſo are many excel» 
lent prices and workes diſcredited with vs; and wee 
brought out of loue, and'liking with them. 7udas 
diſgraced the inſt and honorable liberality of Mary, 
 irbrexking the boxe of ointment on our Sauijour, as 
; tO profuſe and riotous a waſlt, The lewes taxed-{ovns 
ſeuerergrauty as diabelicall, and Chriſts gentler affa- | 
bility as Epicureall, and ſauouring of licentiouſnelle. | 
4haz counted truſting on God to be tempting of 
him. And the Papr/ts flaunder marriage, as an vn-| 
cleane and fleſhly worke. Herein vertue fares much K 
like her followers , who never could be free from 
thofe afperſions, & imputations, which of all others 
they leaſt deferued. Bur, as the wicked ,.t6 bring, 
' the godly into hatred, haue alwaics raiſed vpſlaun- | 
; derous reports of them, thatthey.arethus and thus, 
' (asof the Chriſtians in the Primitive Church, that | 
; thoy were enemies to the Emperours , praGiſers of | 
' vacleanneſſe in their meetings, 8c.) whenindeede 
they are nothing leflc; fo doe our hearts craftily miſ-| 
intormevs of vertue, and as once they of the-Hwuegs- 
| 74/68, tellws:ternble:things of it, to bring vs quite | 


. 


. Theſecond is, when our hearts would onely ob- 
rainethis'much. of. vs , to remit bur a little of our 
' forwardneſſe and: zeale, as:inithe ſtrict obſervation 
| of the-Sabzoch, -andiother ſuch like-duties... For by 

this meanes; as in committing of ſinnethe deceit of 
our hearts was, to bring,vs froma {itile to mach : fo 
 heerezfrom'/a {5;r/er10 #othingar all,thatby little and 
lictle degenerating;atthe fength wee mightbe quite 
ſtript and empried of all goodneſſe. A fearefull 


example 
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examp'e whereof rhe Church of Fpheſw yeeldeih 3 
whole little abatement .of the feruour 'of ther firſt 
loue,made way totheremouali of her golden Can-1 
dlefticke,and fo to the bringing in of that fearefull 
and fatall darkneſſe whercin her former fo glorious 
andſhining a light was wholly extinguiſhed. Our 
wiſedome therctore in ſtanding our againſtour owne 


muſt be like rothat of Moſes in ſtanding out againſt 
Pharaoh not to yeeldſo.much as a hoofe; If we doe, 


yeeld all ar once, and at the firſt dafh;wholly fall a- 
way. It mattersnort greatly to Sathai;b1 the ſpiritu- 
all ſhipwracke, wherher the ſhip be ſuddenly-caſt 
away by ſome violent tempeſt, or be drowned by 
degrees, the water getting in by little and littlear 
lome little hole. Lingring conſumprions | bring 
death as well as the vi>lent burning feuers. He that 
is careleſſe in his baſin: fſe ſaith Salomon, is brother to| 
the wafler,and wil ſurcly come topouerty intheend.' 
This is true alſo ſpiricually. If once we beginne to 
{lacke of our care and :watchfuinefle, and beginne 
to grow cold and carcies, and tocatry our ſejues re- 
miſſely in religion, we ſhall quickly come into the 
ſamecaſewith them that waſt and hauockeall con. 
ſcience at once. Since therefore this is the Diuells 
craft,and our owne hearts together, nat toſer vpon 
' our whole treaſure and ftore at once, but here a 
ſnatch,and there aſnatch.,tilibylirrle 2nd little,they 
have exhauſted vs, like, Nobacbadnetar inthe fſpoile 
ofthe Temple, firſt taking away one partotthe fur- 
niture,then{another:: ir ſtands vs. 1nthand to Lolde! 


hearts, and the Divell, with whom. they conſpire, 


our caſe in the end will be the ſame with them, char }- 
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ſcucring of 
the pleaſure 
of godliaclle 
fromthe trou-« 
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«© | ſelfe.But here Chry/offome giues vsan cxcellent re 
© .|thatwhen inany good thing to' be done for Ge 


A faſtour one, and not to let goe the leaſt parcel 


thereak. Fort if once 2 breach be made in vpori ve, | 
and butfome little caken away, we cannot-but be 
weakened thereby, and ſo lic open: to further dan- 
ger. How oftew faith Aufen, *hauing at firſt bur 
[**calerated of thoſe which tell idle tales, leaftwee | 
| *{bould effend the weake, atterwards by little and 
© Httle hauewe come willingly co liſten vnto them ? 
'Ifonce we become lukewarme, we are ſo much the 
| ficrer.to become coide,and thento freeze. If we ſut- 
fer zeaieto coole, quickly we ſhall-come' to reſt in 
the outward-performance of religious exerciſes, 
without any fenfeof the quickning lite and power 
of godlinefſe inthem,and ar length we ſhall proceed 
on,from this dead fenſcleſnefle, ro open prophane- 
neſſe, and contempt of all goodneſſe. VVithſtand 
then thefirſi beginnings of declining. | 
Thethird is, when the plcafure, comfort, and re- 
ward of godlinefle-is ſeuered from the toyle,trouble 
and affliction thar waites vpon it. As, contrarily in 
ſinne our hearts cunninglyabſtratted thepaine from 
the pleaſute.:This deceit fometimes preuailes with 
thegadly; as with Danid,when conſidering the pre- | 
ſent aftlictionsof the godly, he cries out, 7 have was 
ſhed mine banas in innocency in vaine. But more com- 
monly with the men oof this world, when they heare- 
that hard {aying ,}f any man williuegodly he maſt ſuf-| 
fer perſecution, and: if avwy man will be my diſciple; he 
| maſt for ſake all father, mother, lands.liuing,and lifeir 


s 


cauſe, therefcemes to be lofle;, we ſhould not onely: 
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looke to the loſſe, bur to the gaine alſo incloſed in 
this lofſe. Art rchou to giue almes, and doth the ex- 
penſe of money trouble thee? Conſider allo the re- | 
curne and increaſe of that-which thou expendel}. | 
Haſtthou loſt any thing in thy outwardeſftate ? Giue | 
thanks to God : and conſider not the griefe which 
thy loſſe,but the ioy and comfort which thy thank(- 
giving affordeth thee. Art thou reuiled, and repro- 
ched ? beare it with a good ſpirit, and thou haſt 
more cauſe to glory in thy pazzence,then to grieue in 
thy reproach. We ſee the husbandman confidersnot. 
the ſowing in teares, but his harueſt, his reaping in 
toy. The fiſherman lookes not tothe caſtingin of 
the net, but rothe draught ; nor the merchant ro his 
ſea-voyage, bur to the returneof hismerchandize : 
ſo muſt we,not ſo much looke to our loſſes, croſſes, 
affliQtions, as it were the ſhowring & lowring ſeed# 
time, but to our reaping time, our harueſt, the com- 
ming of our Sauior,the blaft of thetrumpet, the ex- 
cceding glory prepared for vs.VVith Moſes we muſt 
looke tothe recompence of reward, and the eternall 
waightof the crowne muſt waigh downe with vs the 
light and momentany waight ofthecrofe. And as| 
in ſinne wee ſhould haue a fore, not ſecing onely , 
but feeling alſo of the paines , when ſeeing onely 
tickling pleaſures, preſents it ſclfe: ſo in obedience,of 
the pleaſure, when nothing ſhewes it ſelfe co the 
outward cye,but paine & trouble. If thus we can doe 
—_— conioynethoſe things which our cunning 
heatts fraudulently ſunder,the crowne of thornes and 
the crowne of glory,Golgotha and Caluary, coſufferins 
and coreigning with Chriſt; then ſhall we account the 
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rebuke of Chriſt a matter of incouragement , yea, a 
' greater attraQtiue vato godlineſſe, then all the trea- | 
| fures of Egypt. For the lefle our reward is hecre 
| with men,the greater may wee aſſure our ſelues ſhall 
'it be hereafrer with God. For if ccuell men have 
' fo much good nature, as to ſee the paines which o- 
' thers haue taken for him;tobe recompenſed: thinke 
; wethat the God of mercy can ſuffer them to goe vn- 
rewardedof him thathaue ſuffred ſo much for him ? 
| Yea,but in preſencthou ſaiſt thou ſceſt, and feelett 
' nothing but paines,puniſhments, troubles, and tri- 
bulations, Firſt, this is not ſo. Much comfort, and 
ſweetneſle of delight is there in the very a& of obe- | 
dience,in regardof the peace andioy of conſcience; 
as contrarily much torture, & terror in the very aCt 
. of inning: forheere euen in laughing, the heart is 
: forrowful,as in the way of obedience, euen in mour- 
ning the heart is light and cheerefull. In which re- 
' gard, thoughthere were no heauen, nor future re- 
; ward of glory, yer the godly life, with al] the rrou- 
| bles thercof, were to be preferred before the (infull 
| with allit pleaſures3 onely becauſe of the ſweet qui- 
et, and contentment of an vnguilty conſcience , 
whereas the wicked have a tormentor within,a ſelfe- 
condemning conſcience : The muddeand mire of 
which raging fea troubleth, and diſtempereth che 
| pleaſures of finne, which yer, if vntroubled, ſhould 
laſt bur fora feaſon,hauing a moſt miſerable ſucceſ- 
ſour to follow, endlefle and remedileſſeforrow., So 
quickly in ſinne doth the pleaſure fade and va» 
niſh, leauing behinde ir perpetuall paine : whereas 
in obedience contrarily the paine is tranſient , _ | 
| one 
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Ce 


pleaſure eternally permanent, 

Now that in obedience firſt thou heareſt and fee- 
leſt of the worſt , and the better is reſerued for the 
time ro come,this ought the rather to hearten thee 
thereunto, As being an argument that there is no 
deceit which here thou needeſt to feare. For where 
deceit is ment, there the beſt things that may tickle 
and tempt vs are ſhewed , the worſt are concealed, 


| 


till afterward. As for example, thoſe that ſtcale a= 
way children, doe not tel! them of rods and ſtripes , 
bur of plummes, apples, cakes, babies, hobby-hor- | 
ſes, and ſuch like knackes,that vſe to pleaſe children. 
And then hauing thus caught them, the poore chil- 
dren afterware feele much woe and miſery ; ſ@ in 
catching of birds and fiſhes , their daily foode that 
they delightin, is ſhewedthem : the ſnare,the hooke 
they feele afterward: And thus doc our hearts,as we 
ſhewed, deceiue vs inperſwading vs to finne by ob- 
ieting to our ſenſes the pleaſurable delights therof, 
not telling vs of the after-claps. But now in obedi- 
ence, theword of God firſtrels vs of the griefe, then 
of the glory; firſt of the /abowr , then of the reward ; 
firſt of the zeares, then of the wiping handkercher ; 
firſt of the race,then of the garland; firit ofthe fghe, 
| thenof the kinzdome. Is notthis plaine dealing to let 
vs know the worſt before-hand?Doth not God here- 


in deale as a Father with his childe ? And will a Fa- | 


ther cooſen and circumuent his owne childe ? No. 
And yetfiſt, in his childhood, heteis him of the fe- 
uere ſchoole-maſter,of the ſwindging roddes, of the | 
hard feruler, and of ſuch like terrible things. Afﬀter-| 
ward, when he comes to age, he tels him of his in- 


Q 4 heritance, 


Chryſ.hom.16, 
ad pop. Ants 


. 
.” 
CE CT _ CC oCCY(CFTﬀu WCC 


"” | RG PAPAS oo. nts OO A A AUG NE Is A er oc 


The deceirfulneſſe of mans beart. 


IV.Deecit, 
remembrance 


of that by-paſt, 


| 


 inferrethat we may now fit downe, and reſt vs a 


' enough he had deftroyed 4hab his poſterity, and 


heritance,and pafſeth it oucrto him. Lo then what 
a ſirange deceit this is, for our hearts ro make vs be- 
leene that to be an argument of Gods decciuing vs, 
which is ſo cleere an cuidence of his faithfulnefſe.]f 
now we weretold onely of pleaſures and delights, 
we mightſuſpeR deceit, and feare there would be 
none in the end. But now hearing nothing bur 
of the croſle, of gall and wormwoed, we may the 
more perſwadedly afſure our ſelues, that the wine 
and hony will come, and that beginning with the 
dolefull darknefle of the night, we fhall endin the 
ioyfull light of the day. Where ioy hath the begin- 
ning, therefeare of griete makes our ioy grieuous ; 
_— oriefe, there hope of ioy makes our gricfe 
toyfull. 
"Thefoarth is, from the remembrance of that good 
which we haue already done. VVhereupen we tally 


while, as hauing done eneugh for our parts. This 
ſeemes tohaue been 7ehues deceit : He thought it 


idols, He thought this a greatmatter, and therefore | 
that the doing of this might well excuſe him for the 
not deſtroying of Jeroboams Calues. But Paul had 
done far more, and yet forgatthat which was paſt, 
and ſill preſſed towards the Mark, notwithſtanding 
he had ſo happily combated with his corruption, 
that he could ſay, 1amerucified to the worid,and the 
world to me,yethe ſtill continued beating downe his 
bodie.So Timethie,thougha rare man for mortitica- 
tion, yet continued ſtill inthe vſe of ſuch ſenereab- | 
ſtinence that Pazl was faine to ſtay him, and bid 

| him 
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him drinkeno longer. water. But marke here the 
deceit of our hearts in turning the ſpsrre into a bri- 
dle.For there cannot be a more forcible inticement 
ro proceeding on in grace, then from our ownebe- 
ginnings,and former practiſe. All loſt, if we giue 
ouer beforetherace be fully run our, Vhertore S. 
Paul perlwades Philemon to(ſhew mercy to Oneſinms 
by reaſon of his former practiſe of that grace to- 
wards others; for hauing ſaid, We hae great io and 
conſolationin thy loxe*: For by thee, brother the Saints 
bowels are refreſhed, hee inferreth preſently this : 
Wherefore I beſeech thee for my ſonne Oneſimus : Re- 
freſh thou his bowels, as thou haſt done others of 
the Saints. Stil hold out in the exerciſe of this grace, 
thatthou maiſt recciue a full reward. In like man- 
ner he reaſoneth with the Corinthians, As yee hane 
abounded in loue and knowledge &e, [0 ſee ye abonnd 
in this grace (of Liberality ) a/ſo, Wee contratily, 
thinke our abundancein ſome graces may diſpenſe 
with our defe&ts in others, But as in the parable of 
theloſt ſheepe, the ſhepheard leaueth the fheepe 
he hath,and ſeeketh out that he wants; ſo ſhould we 
here : In our thoughts, at leaſt, leaue thoſe graces 


—_— 


thou ſhouldeſt negleR thatwhich thou haſt nor. In 
the parts of our bodies none ſo fooliſh as to reaſon, 
.no matter forthe want of mine eie, becauſe I haue 
eares,noſe;8&c. No ſouldier ſo ſenſcleſſe, as to ſay, 


plate, In the furniſhing of our houſes if one onely 
ornament be wanting, vedoe not thinkethe want 
made vp in the reſt which we hauc, but contrarily, 


thou haſt : Doe not ſo ſtand thinking of them;,thar | 


ne natter for a head-peece, becauſe I haue a breſt- | 


| Phil... 
expounded. 
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clcered, 
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that wee ought fo much the rather to provide thar 
which is wanting,becauſe of thoſe we haue, In run- 
Teciſydco- |ning of races, the people hollow and ſhout not to 
| Txe Pea | the hindermoſt, butto the formoſt that are neereſt 
Siav 01: yi-| the goale. The like hartening ſhould wegiue co our 
ex0i LIND. | ſelges , theneerer wee approach to the end of the 
-. | Chriftian race, 
SY The fifc is, from comparing our ſclues with 0- 
V.Decett,coms \thers that are worſe, as the Phariſie compared him- 
pariſon wit®  |{elfe with the Publican. Hence wee gather, that as 
Luk, 18.11. |longas we haueothers farre behinde vs-wve need not | 
a beſtirre vs. This deceitis like that of the drapers, 
that commenda carley by laying it toa rug. Well 
in other things we doe not fo decciue our {clues A 
; man of ſome competency in his outward eſtate, if 
he ſee a beggar that hath nothing,will not thereup- 
on concludethat heis rich enough, and nced ſecke | 
for no more. No, burifthere be but one richer man 
then himſelfe, he is an cyc-ſore. As long as hee ſees 
him, hethinkes himſelfe poore. So the runnerin a 
| racehaftens his pace by looking to thoſe before,not 
{lackens it by leoking backe to thoſe behinde. So 
ſhould we rather caſt oureies vpon thoſe thatare of 
greater eminency ingrace,then our ſelues, and then 
hang down our heads, and couer our faces in ſhame 
{ to ſee what #oching we are, and then pur to the ſpur 
| to this dull iade, our naughty fleſh, that wee may 
| make more haft in our journey. 
VL Decein, | The ixt is, when weeabſtaine from good, vnder 
{ Pretenceof | Pretence of auoiding euill: which anſweres to that 


| auoicing cuill. | deceit inthe former kinde,of doing euill for the pro- 
| | 


— of good, This isthe deceit of the Papiſts,in 


_ nut 
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| rur/us ſunt qui- 


not ſuffering the Scriptures to bereade'ofthe com- 
mon people, becauſe of the hurt that may come of 
it. Aufen makes mention of ſome , that negleQed 
the meanes of knowledge , becauſc knowledge puf- 
feth up. And ſo would be ignorant, that they might 
behumble , and want knowledge that they might 
want pride. So the Philoſopher plucked out his cies 
co auoide the danger of vncleanneſſe. Bur wee muſt 
learne never cither to feare good , though it may 
ſeeme neuer ſo hurtfull,nor toembrace ewil,though 
never ſo profitable. Hurtfull good is more profit» 
ble, then profitable euill. - 
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CHnare. XVIII 


Of another deceit in the ſame kinae. 
Here remaineth yet one deceit more in this 
kinde, for which,it being ſomething morelarge, 
we haue reſerned this Chapter. And that ts the in- 
uenting of falſe reaſons ro detaine our felues from 
performance of duetic. For euen in fuch dueties , 
whereto wee haue bound our felues by vow, we will 
yet goe about to ſlip the collar, &to vnticthe knot : 
which Salomon intimateth in that Proucrbe: 1t is 4 
ſnare after the vow 10 inquire , namely, colourable 
reaſon to cludeour vow ; Much more then will our 
deceitful] hearts doethelike for thoſe duties,where- 
to tyed onely by Gods commandements.For ifthey 
haueſlcights to looſea double knot, both of a com- 
mandement and vowto 3 much more then a ſingle 
knot | 


| 


explained. 


dam homines qui 
cum audiarint 
quia humilezeſſe 
debent ,demit- 
twnt ſe nihil vo- 
lant diſcere, pus 
tantes quia þs als- 
que didicerunt 
ſuperbierunt, et 
in ſolo late 


remanent, 
of + | 


VIL, Deceit, 
iInuention of 


falſe reaſonsor | 
lifts, 


Pro.20.25, 
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| knot of a commandement alone. To cxemplifie this 
in ſome particulars ; Many, when called to the ſup- 
per of the Lord, pretend their want of preparation 
and vntitnes, by reaſon they are not in charity with 
their brethren, A notable deceit ! For why doe they 
not vpon the ſame ground refuſe to pray alſo, be- 
cauſe loue and vnity are as well required heere, as 
inche Sacrament ; yea a fincere profeſsion of it , 
forgiue vs,45 we forgine, &c. When,in the publique 
reformation of religion, vnder Ezek/4h, there was | - 
ſome backwardnefle in the Prieſts and Levites, and 
they happely,with the ſluggard, were ready rohold 
the handin the boſome, and rocry, A Lion in 
he way, This innouation will be dangerous , wee 
dare not be ſeene in it : Ezekiab(as after him En 
liss Paulus Conſull, whenno body elſe durft, him- 
ſelke raninche hatchet into the temple of Serapis , | 
the demoliſhing whereof the Senare had decreed ) 
began firſt himſelfe , and awaketh theſc ſl1ggards 
2.Chro.2g.21, | with theſe words : O be wot deceined my ſonnes ; God 
hath choſen you,&c, Asifhe ſhouldfſay, I know your 
hearts are cunning and deceitfull enough to ſug- 
geſt falſe reaſons, rodiſconrage you, but harken not 
vntothem. Doe your duty, So alſointhe mainte- 
nance of the miniſtery, becauſe of the many vaine 
{ ſhifts whichmen haue for their baſeand illiberall 
dealing with vs, ſaying, Wee liue idly,and doe no. 
: thing but ſpeakea few words,8c, Therefore S. Paul 
Gal.6.6, | hauing exhorted the Galathians tothis duty,to take 
away all their wittie excuſes, addes, Be ot deceined,. 
God is not mocked. Thereby ſhewing , that as in di- 
uers other things, the deceitfulneſle of our hearts 
* 72 PEI | ſhewes 
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ſhewes it ſelfe, ſo inthis, namely,the forging of idle 
reaſons to fatisfie & bear outthemſelues in the neg- 
letof duties commanded by the word of God. And 
as this deceit is in the people, in denying the Mi- 


niſter his dues,ſo alſo in the Miniſterin denying the | 


people theirs,the due,namely,of ſpirituallinſpetion 
and inſtruction, For here fome pretend, that for a 
while they withdraw . themſelues, that they might 
follow their ſtudies in the Vniucrlity, and fo be 
the better fitted for their charge. VVhen yer Timo= 
thy for the Churches behoote, forſooke Pauls coms 
pany,his deere maſter, with whom if he hadabode 
ſtill, neglecting the Church, hee wanted not this 
pretence, thathee did it to furniſh himſelte with 
greater ſtore of knowledge, For Paul might haue 
beene inſtead of many vniuerſities ro him.So in the 
marter of patience, this is an vſuall ſhift ro excuſe 
the want of it : Oh if I had deſcrued it, I could have 
borneic » Whereas Peter (hewes that we ought ſo 
much the rather ro be patient when the enill wee 
ſutfer is vndeſerued, becauſethen patience is moſt 
praiſe-worthy,when ir is moſt prouoked. And iniu- 


ries doe more prouoke patience, then deſerts . Be-. 


fides that, in vadeſerued euils, wee haue the confci- 


| ence of our owne innoCency, to comfort vs in that 


griete,- which the ſmart of the cuill bringeth, All 
which comfort is wanting,when the cuil is deſerucd. 
And laftly inthe duty of liberality, how witty.and 
crafty doe men ſhew themſelues;in deuifing reaſons 
te faue their purſes ? as that they haue charges of 
their owne, they know -not what neede they may 


come to themſclues,and divers ſuch like. And hence; | 


it Ez 


| 


| 
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itis, the Greeke word, which the Apollleſerteth 
out Liberality by fignifierh Simplicutie,in oppoſition 
tro that crafty and witty wilinceſſe that is in the 
Couerous,to defend themſclues from the danger as 
they thinke of iiherality. 

But toomit theſe particular inſtances, which are 
infinit; there are fine more generall and common 
ſhifts,which men vſe, to avoid the praGiiſe of god- 
lincſſe, . | | 
r Shit, from | 4 Of thoſe whoſe religion and divinity is wholly 
"1 * | #cgatixe:\Nhothinke it is cnough they doe no hurt, 

and that tc greatly matters not for doing guod, fo 

| they doeno evill, But rheſe muſt remember, thar 
\ Mar.z-10- enery tree that bringeth not forth good frutt( for all it 
{ bring forthno bad) ſhall be cat &owne for the fire, 
Mat,25.30. | That the ſeruant,that dothnct imploy,and increaſe 
his talent ( for all herceturnes itſafe and ſound to his 
Maſter)ſhall be bound hand and foot, and caſt in- 
ro vtter darkneſſe. That many who neuer- plucked 
either meat from Chriſts mouth, or apparel! from 
his backe,nor with the wicked perſecutors impriſo- 
ned him,and made him ficke, ſhall yet be condem- 
ned, ferthat they gaue him no meat, being hungry, 
| nor apparell,being naked,nor viſxed him,in his ims 
priſonment and ficknefſe. That they themfelues | 
| would nor like of the like excuſe in their idle &neg.- 
| ligentſeruanrs, neither would they thinkeir a ſth- | 
cient plea for them to ſay, we haue not fer your | 
| 


houſe on fire, or plotted with theeves againſt zon, 
&c.Beſides that theſe deceine themſelnes in think. 
ing they can abftaine from cuill, in doing na:good-! 
Wherczs,in Chrilts accqunt, not to. gather, . is/ta 

| | ſcatter{_ 
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ſcatter; not to doe good , when we ought, is to doc 
hurt, nor to ſauelife, when wee may, is todeſtroy it. | 
And therefore, being chalenged by the Phariſees 
for curinga ſicke man on the Sabaoth, his defence | 
| was, Whether it is better to doe poodor enill an the S4- | Matk.z 4. 


| boath, t0 ſane the life, or to kill ? Ari ſoit Salomons | Proca amen. | 


;account,he thar helps not his brother in his need,is | 
a deſpiſer, a hater, and fo a murtherer ot him. | 
| Second/bift is of delayers, andprocraſtinatours 3 | 2. Shift, from 
\who ſay the time is not yet come for them to be ſo PP 
,Sraue,and godly. Heercafter they will repent, and | come. 
reforme their wayes. So ſaid the Jewes for the buil- | 
ding of themarerialtemple,The time is not yet come: | Hag.1.z, 
= the like doe many of vs ſay , forthe building of . T2 vvp- 
the ſpicituall rempleof Chriſtin our hearts, Deceit- | | 
fully we,as wellas they: forthe ſeaſon of repentance 
15 not the time to come, but the very inftant wherin 
weltue. Behold nowthe accepred time: behold'now 
the day of ſaluation. To day, whileſt it is called to : 1y 45-2. 
[day, harden not your hearts: For wee are certaine | Helga 
of this onely, and not of any more, becauſe our life 
1s not in our owne hands,butinGods; whoin a mo: | 
ment can take it away.Bur ſay that,as once Ezekiah, | 
thou hadlt a leaſe of thy lite for ſome certaine ſpace 
| of yeares: yet till the deceir ſhould berhe ſame; for 
though thy lite may,continue longer, yethow know- | 
 cft chou thatGods call alfo wilſti} conrinuezor if rhar 
doe, whether he will give thee his grace to anſwere | | 
'vitOit , who haſtalready ſo contemptuouſly reie- 
ed it ? Afſure thy ſelfe, he that will nor be fit for 
God to day,will be lefle fir ro morrow. For heere- 
in ſpecially is the deceitfulneſſ of finneto beſeene, 
that 


; 


EC 
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| thavſtill the longer it continueth with vs,the greater 
pp Nx en intereſt ir getteth in vs, and ſo as the 
Apoſile ſhewes,it hardens our hearts, and more dil- 
ables vs for good duties then before. Know ir then 
for a truth, that when thy deceitfull heart thus pro- 
craſtinates thegraQtiſe of godlineſle, and puts it off 
to the time rocome , by that time thouwilt be ſo| 
rooted, and ſetled in thy ſinnes , through long cu- | 
ſtome and continuance, that thou ſhalt ſcarce be 
capable ſo much as of the motion of the ſpiritvnto 
repentance. Such a fore-skinne well be growne o- 
ucr thine heart, ſo thicke and brawny, that hardly 
willthe moſt powerfull motions pierce through ir. 
Doe wee not fee how ealily the crookedneſle of a 
young twigge may be correQed ? let ir alone till it 
be grownea confirmed tree, it is inflexible. Alas 
how many hauethere. been, who decciuing them- 
ſelues with an opinion of repenting heereafrer, as 
thinking the preſent time when God called them 
vnſcaſonable, afterward,ſecing their ertor, and how 
they had let ſlip the ſeaſon, haue how)ed with Eſa, 
and haue then cricd out, they conld not repent, be- 
cauſe the ſeaſon was now paſt, it was now too late ? 
Whata cunning trick ofthine is this, Othou deceit- 
ful hart/whenthou ſheuldſt doegood,to ſay, It isroo 
ſoone,the time is not yet come, hereafter I] will doe 
it? and yet when this thy hereafter is corne, then to 
ſay,nowit is toolate,therimeis paſt?Letvs not then 
be thus deluded, ſufferingthe time of grace toouer- 
paſſe vs co our defiruQtion. Bebold thy ſpiritual} e- 
nemies are ina readineſs for thee, they haue their 
naked ſwords drawne, and alrcady ſtab thee, And is 
it 
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aration for them?Ifthou come not out & harneſle 
thy ſelfe fax the battell in all the haſte, thou wilt be 
vrterly ouerthrowne, before thy hereefter be come. 
| Why ſhouldeſt thou deale with Chriſt like the Di- 
| uels, who cried againſt him comming to diſpoſſeſle 
| them,1/by art thou core to torment vs b:fore our time? 
| For ſo many account- the practiſe of godlineſle a 
| torment, Why ſhouldlt thou doe worſe with God, 
| then thou oughteſt to doe with thy neighbour? Say 
| wot to thy neighbour, goe and come againe 10 morrow , 


| and I will gine thee , if now thos haut it. | cannot lay 


| indeed , that when God te day calls for thy repen- 
| ance, thou haſtit of chy ſelfe,then to giue it him ; 
| Yet this I may ſay,ſay notto God, Come againe to 
morrow, and thou ſhalt haue my repentance; when 
to morrow thou ſhalt be leſſc able to giue it, then to 
day. Ochu thou couldeſt be wiſe to know the time of 
thy viſitation, and to apprehend the occaſions and 
gracious opportunities of thy good, while they are 
offered ; to obſerue thetime ofthe ſpirits moving in 


/ thy heart, as oncethoſe ſickemen did of the Angels 


| lenceto take it tor thy ſoules health, as they didthat 


{ ly,cre thou art like to finde him. Heare what Chriſt 


mouing in the poole of Bethe/as, and with like vio= 


Oo 


for their bodies. If withthe Church in the Canticles, 
when Chriſt knocketh at the doore of thy hart thou 


| riſenot vpinallthehaſt tolet him in,he wil be gone, | 


and with her, thou maiſt ſceke him long enough in 
great woe & priefe, as once Joſeph 8& Mary did bodi- 


himſelfeſaith, Behold 7 and at the doore and knocke, 
if any man heare my voice, and open,1 will come in, cle 


ic now a time for theeto talke of deferring thy pre- 


| 


Prou z.28, 


nor, 
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Reve 3-30 | not. Thou ſeeft the Mariners and Watermen , be- 
| cauſe they haue not the winde & tide at command, 
rake the benefit of it, whiles it ſerues. The good hul- | 
band inthe world, how greedily doth he apprehend 
theoccaſion ofa good peniworths and takes the ad- 
vantage of the market ? Othat wee could be as wiſe ' 
ſpiritually, and take our penniworth, of the Goſpel, 
while itlaſteth,and whiles it is yet day ply our worke, | 
before the twelfth houre be gone, and thar fearcfull | 
night ouertake vs wherein none can worke. O thact | 
' iu this our 8a), as Chriſt with teares wiſhed for leru-! 
ſalem, wee could know the things belonging to our 
peace! Let vsnot deceiue our ſclues inthinking be-, 
cauſe weare young, we haue therefore time enough ' 
before vs, we need not make ſuch haſt. Alas it is bur 
< | Soles vccidere et; A day a (tort day, all the time thatwe haue. O that 
noe paſſens, in this thy day{aith Chriſt. And then after it comes; 
; tak an cternallnight. Other daies , though they haue 
their nights, yetthoſenights end, and day comes a- 
gaine. But afterthis day is once gone , there neuer 
comes a new day, to worke the worke of the Lord in 
againe. O but the day of the Goſpell among vs hath 
beene, and fo ſtillis liketo be along day. Well, be 
ic ſo. But then the day of thy life may be ſhort e- 
nough, and then the other is thineno longer then 
thoa liueft. VVhen thou art dead, what good will the 
Goſpcll doethee then? Yea,butthen the day of my 
| lifemay be a long day.Forl am young and healthy. 
Well grant thee that to, yet the day of the Gol- 
pel], and the grace of God may be out before the 
| day of thy life. And then what goodwill thy life doe 
thee? One of theſe two may eaſily be , that if o_ 
day 
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day ofthe Goſpel be long, the day of thy life ſhould | 
be ſhort,or ifthe day of thy life belong, yet the day 

of the Goſpell ſhould be ſhort. See then how dan- 
gerous and deceitfull delaies are. Seeke the Lord 
therefore, while he may be found, leſt otherwiſe thou 
belike thoſe that Chriſt ſpeakes of, who ſhall ſecke to 
enter,and ſpall not be able,and Salomon,that ſhall ſeeke 


cauſe they bated knowledee,and did not chooſe the feare 
of the Lord,they would none of my connſcllIcalled,and 
they refuſed, I ſtretched out my hand, and none would 
regard. The ſcaſon then of ſeeking God is when he 
ſeckes vs,and inuites vs to come vnto him, when he 
cals and ſtretches out his hand, as hee doth now in 
the miniftery of the word. If now thou ſtoppeſt 
thine eare, through this deceitof anſwering heere- 
after, thou art wondrous wide, As now Zhou art 
deafe, fo hereafter God will be d#mbe. Heereafter 
there ſhall be nothing for thee to anſwere vnto, no 
voice of God to obey, ſaucthat, Goe ye curſed, Gods 
ſpiric ſhall not alwaies ſtrive with thee, Thou haſt 
refuſed the good counſell of the Lord , and reſiſted 
'his ſpirit in the word. Thou maiſt fic long enough 
erethelike grace be offered thee againe. The time 
may come that thou maiſt deſire to ſec one of =_ 


| daies of the Goſpel, which now thou feeſt, and ſhalt 


not ſee it, when, as Chriſt ſaid of himſclfe to the | 
Jewes, thou maiſt ſecke thepowerfull miniſtery, and | 
ſhalt not finde it, becauſe thou wouldeft not be 


3 Skiftis from extraordinary occafions;as inthofe 


| R 2 them- 


found by it, when ic ſought thee. z 


Luk. rg. 


the Lord early, and ſhail not finde him. And all, be-| Pro. 1.28 29, 
''Verſc24, 


Gen.6, 


Luk, 17.22. 
Tohn 7.3 4. 


Shift. _ 
peciall oc. 


in the parable; when inuited tothe ſupper, excuſed Term 
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Verſ.26. 
expounded. 


Heb.1:z 2, 
clecred. 


— -_— 


| themſelues with the buying of farms,oxen, 8c. But 


| this is mcere deceit. The true cauſe indeedegwhy | 
| they would not come, was becauſe their farmes and. 
; oxen had bought them . Their affections had in- | 
| thralled and tolde themſelues to the world. And. 
| therefore our Saviour, preſently after the parable 
| ended,addeth theſe words, He that hateth not his fa- 
ther mother wife,children,yea © his owne life, much + 
| more his farme, his oxen, camwor be my Diſciple. It. 
; Was not then the farme,the oxen, butthe inorginate 
affeion cothole things, thar they loued them more , 
then they did Chriſt that detained chem. This was | 
the true impediment which Chriſt in theſe words | 
coucherh. The things ofthis life are burdens indeed, | 
prefling our ſoules down, but not inthemſclues. All | 
the waight they haue in this kinde, they recciue it; 
from. our owne corruption. Which the Apoſtle 
ſheweth,ioyning thefetwo things together, Caſ{z»s | 
away enery thing that prefſeth down,that is,the things. 
of this life, awd ſinne that ſocaſily incompaſſeth vs, It is 
thislatter thatmakes the former burdenſome to vs. 
Therefore they in ſtead of ſaying , 7 hae bought a 
farme,7] baue married a wife, ſhould rather haue ſaid, 
1 hanue ſold my ſelfe to the inordmate lone of my farme , 
and 1 haue married my ſclfe to the fooliſh. and carnall 
loue of my wife, as well as tomy wife. Some caſes in- 
deed there are,wherein that rule of our ſauiour hath 
place; 71will bane mercy, and not ſacrifice : And then 
'the occaſion hindering the duty , 15 of greater con- 
{ ſequence then the duty omitted. And the neglect 
of that occaſion would haue left a deeperwound in 
our conſciences, then of the duty. As in _ 
i 
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if, for the going to the ſacrifice at-Shiloh, thee had 
neglected ro ſhew mercy to her poore intant in gi- 
ving it ſacke, But heere many deceiue themſelues , 
ro make cuery entertainment of a friend, euery goſs 


| ſipping or marriage dinner, or fomeſuch like eccaſi- 
| On, to be a ſufficient cauſe to iuftle outthe leruice of 
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| God And this was Marthaes deceir,rebuked ſeuerc- 
'Iy by our Sauiour. Notwithſtanding the meeting 
' of friends in Zacharies houſe , the circumciſion of | 
the childe on the eight day was not neglected. The | Luke 1. 58.59, 
| Iſraelites were bur in an vnſetled tumultuary eſtate 
| in the wilderneſle, and yer, for all that they did nor 
' poſt oF the duety of thankeſgiuing , till they were 
| peaceably poſſeſſed of Canaan. And tor all their of- 
' ten remoues in the wilderneſle, andthe vncertainty 
; | of them , yet they ſeeme to be chalenged by the 
i | Lord for the negle& of circumciſion. 


Fourth ſhift 1s that which is rife in the mouthes 
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of che prophane, that itis vaine and bootlefleto rake 
| any paines in godlinefſe, For if they be ordained to 
| deſtruCtion, it will nothing aduantage them ; they 
/ ſhall looſe all cheirſabour, if co ſaluation, though 
| they liue neuer ſo wickedly , it ſhall nothing preiu- 


dice, or diſaduantage them. They mult necds come | 


to their appointed ead, Burt theſe muſt know that it 


is impoſſible, either for a reprobateto liue godly , | 


or an eleR alwaics to liue lewdly and loofely, For 
the ſame God that ordaines the end , ordaines the 
meanes. Thoſe whom he hath ordained to faluation 
hee hath alſo ordained to. good workes , that they 
thould walke therein. VWhy then wile thou deceive 
thy felfe inthis caſe,more thenin:the matcers of this 


R 3 life ? 


| 

EE. 
deſtination, | 
| 

| 


Ephe.2.10, 
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life? for there thou wilt notreaſon,God hath appoin- 
© | tedhow long I ſhall liue , therefore 1 wiil cace no 
mear, becauſe Gods decree muſt needes ſtand, whe- 
ther | cate or faſt, Heere thou wilt haue the wit to 
anſwer. God indeed hath ordained how long [ (Fall 
live 3 but withall hee hath ordained that the time I 
ſhall live, I ſhall live by the vſe of meanes. Much ' 
more ſhouldeſt thou vſethis anfwerein this caſe.For | 
thou knoweſt not but God may miraculouſly main- | 
rtaine thy temporall life without meanes :; but thou | ' 
| maieſt aſſure thy ſelfe, God will neuer worke {uch a 
mirac!e, asto bring a finfull irrepentant fouic into 
heauen. | RY 
5. Shift, The fift /4ift is of thoſe that complaine of the 
— difficulty of the praCtiſe of godlinciſc, how painefull 
it is toour fleſh, how impolsibleto be attained,and 
ſoby this meanes diſcourage themſclues from ma- 
king towardsthe heauenly, as once thoſe ſpies did 
the Iſraelites from the earthly Canaan. Thus the 
P:ou.34.7, | fooie puts off the ſtudy of knowledge, pretending 
om cavſa | the impoſsibilitie of reaching vntoit : As Salomon 
conn-* 5g _ | implies, whenhee ſaies, as it weremockingly imita- 
Sen.ep,1:6, | ting of him, wiſedomes ( in the plurall number) are 
109 high for a feole. O there are{o many and ſundry 
things to be learned. How can Icemprehend them 
ail? Bur here the truth is, that want of w:l/ isthe true 
cauſe,though want of 5k} and power be pretended. 
| Fortheſe men arelike bankrupts, whothough they 
| be ableto pay ſome par: of their debts, yet retuſe to 
i pay any thing,becauſcthey cannot pay ail. So theſe 


| vpon prerence of their vnability to doe all required, 


| 


will not endeauour to doe any thing at all. Davide 
practiſe! 
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practiſe was cleane contrarie. For he propoitag to 
himſelfe that perfeRtion of obedience required in 
the Law, faric aboue the reach of any man: Thos | Pla-r19.z.5, 
haſt commanded thy precepts to be kept very much 3 
namely, with all our hearts, ſoules, &c. doth not! 
thereupon giteouer his deſire, and endeauour of 0-: 
bedience, but rather prouokes and enkindlesitther-! 
by. For thereupon hee infers preſently, O that my 
waies were ſo airefted that I might keepe thy ſtatutes, 
Hereto dcliuer our felues from this deceit, we muſt 
remember that God accepts affe&ing tor effetting; + 
williag tor working, deſires for deeds, purpoſes tor per- | 
for mances, pence for ponnds, and vato ſuch as dotheir 
endeuour, hathpromifed his grace, inabling them e- 
uery day todo more and more. Vhich grace when 
once we haue,then ſhall we ſee how falſe it is which 
our hearts tells vs, concerning the paine and tedi- 
ouſnes of godlineſſe. For then weſhall feele Chriſts 
Joake to be eafie and ſweet , and his commandements Mu 11.29, 
will not be burdenſome wvnto vs. Nay it is ſinne, that| ery 0 
i5 ſo paintull, Gods works arefarre more cafie, then | ad pop. Amicch. 
arethe Diucls. For whether chinkewee is the eaſter | 74x 9\iry 
burthento carry malice, andenuy in our hearts, or | %Y#P «@tl 
theloue of God, and ourneighbour ? Toretainethe |! 74 y£)v- 
memory of injuries is troubleſome, and vexes the | 7*#97 3 90'v- 
mind ; but what trouble or paine is it tolet ones an-| "oY 68170 | 
gergoe, notto ſpeakeeuill, not to reproach or ſlan-/{, ON EI 
der our neighbour ? not ro (weare ? to aske good: 
things of God thar giueth them readily ? Ir is trou- 
bleſome to the minde to carke and care, and take 
thought; bur to reſt on God by faith, how ſweeran 

| eaſeis ittothehart ? Itisaſlander then againſt god- 


| R 4 lineſſe 
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linefſe to ſay it is ſo full of paine and trouble. And! 
of _ deccitfulneſle of the heart in perſwading, fo ' 
much, | 


ts 


Of the deceit of the heart in that which it promiſeth | 
£0 Vs, ; 


: 
| Caarc XX. 
| 


2.Inpromiſing, VVE are now to proceed on tothethird head 
| | of deceitfulneſle , which is in promiſing : 
' And that is cither to owr ſe/xes, or to God, 
To ourſelues we deceitfully promiſemany things. 
1. Toour 1. Pleaſure, profit, and the {weetneſle of both in 
_ . | ſinne;butinthe endin ſtead hereof ( ſofaithfull are 
hs. our hearts of their words) we finde nothing bur gall, 
and wormwood, ſhame inthe world, contuſion and 
. horror in our owne conſciences, VVhence that que- 
{Rom.622. | ſtion; What fruit hane ye in theſe things, whereof yee 
are now aſhamea? Asif he ſhould haueſaid. Your harts | 
promiſed you much fruit of pleaſure and content- 
| ment in finne: Alas where is it? ye hnde nownothing | 
Pro, 12.26.27. | but ſhame. So true is that of Salomon : The righte- | 
ous is more excellent then his neighbour ; bur the ! 
way of the wicked deceiues them. They thinkethem:- | 
ſclues farre better then the righteous : and ſo they | 
were indeed, if they could findethar felicity intheir 
wicked waies which their deceitfull hearts promiſe ; 
but this they doenot. Their way deceiues them as 
hce ſhewes in the next verſe. The decertfoll man 


(though 
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(though when hee went about to ſteale his veniſon 
promited much mirth and cheere to himſelte, yerhe 
' comes ſhort of his reckoning) be ſhall nos ſo much as 
roſt that hee tooke in the bunting., In couetovineſſe, | 
what happineſſe doth the heart promile ir ſelfe in/ 
gaine though never ſo vnlawfull, and vnrighteous. 
But how deceitfully , many examples can wicneſle. 
What got _Ararias and Zaphira, by reſeruing to 
themſelues ſacrilegioully the Churches goods, but 
2 (hamefull and ignominious death ? No mote did 
Balazm when hope of gaine, and the Jarge promiſes 
of the King made him blindly and boldly ruſh vpon 
| the Angels (word. Whencethe Scriprure,vſeththat 
| phraleof the Deceit of Balaams wages. What got Ge- 
| hezi by taking vp that good moricll as he thought, 
| which his Maſter ſo vnwiſely, in his conceit, ler goe 
| beſide his lips ? nothing bur a leprofie? Did not 4- 
chans Babiloniſh garment bring the ſtones about 
his eares?and /udas thirty peeces of (iluer the halter 


| abour his neck 2 Excellent Salomen, The bread of de- 
| Ceit ſcemes plealant to a man, but afterward his month 
is filled with granell, There are ſome meates, which 
are very pleaſantin the mouth , 8ir is delightfull to 


hold, and rolle them there, but afteronce they are | 
| ſwallowed downe, with the fiſh,wee feele the hooke | 


| ſticking in our iawes ; being in the ſtomacke they 
| make vs wondrous ficke, ſo that wee cannot be well 
till the ſtomacke haue diſgorged it {elfe: This is the 
{imilitude whereby Zophar in /#b,doth moſt elegant. 


and 


— 


ly repreſent vatovs the deccitfulnes of that pleaſure | 
the couetous promiſe themſeluesin the gain of vn- 


rtghtcouſneſle. Wickednefſe was ſweet in his month, | 


vy 
*”. 
ra 


Tude 11, 


wo 'Y 
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lob 20.12 _ and hee hid it under his tongue and kept it cloſein his | 
14.156 exPial+ | 
ned, 


| mouth, roliing it about, as apeece of ſugar. But what? | 
| was ir (o ſweet in his belly roo? No, His meat in his 
bowels was turned, it b:came the gall of Aſpes inthe | 
middes of him, He hath deuoured ſub/taxce, and he ſhall 
| vom it. Go ſhall draw it ont of his beily, And thus 
in the Goſpel are pleaſures well called thornes, not. 
onely for choaking the word, but a:fo for pricking, | 
| and wounding the conſctence with true ſorrow , in 
| ſteadof thattalle and flattering, delight which wee 
| expected. As it is thus in couctouſneſie , fo in am- 
| bition,andall other ſinnes. Did not Adam and Exe | 
promile ynto themſelues in the eating of the forbid- 
den tree, the glory of the godhead? For what elſe 
meaneth thar bitter ſcoffe, and ſalt ſarcaſme of the 
Gen.z-22. | Lord, Behold man is become tize one of vs 0 But what 
was the iſſue? Moſes'tels vs, Then were their eyes opc- 
ned, and they ſaw their nakeanefſe, they ſaw how they 
were mocked, how for the minesof gold, they had 
Protheſauro, | met with cole-pits, nay,for heauen, with hell ; for a 
Ow. throne of glory, with the dunghill of ignominy, In 
7.1, Re .. 
this regard the Apoſtle ſaith that ſimne decerued him, 
becauſe of this deceitful] promite of his heart con» 
cerning ſinne. And for the ſame reaſon hee calleth 
Epheſ.4.22, | the luſts ofthe fleſh, the decerneable luits of olde 4- 
Prou-23-3- | dam intheſametenſe, that Salomon calls the rulers 
| meata deceiveable meat : B-caule we promiſe ſuch 
' great matters of ioy and delight to our ſeJues in our 
finnes, the contrary whereof afterward our owne 
 wofull experience teacheth vs. For finne imbraces 
|ys indeed, but iris like the ſerpent. Together with 
|the imbrace it mortally ftings vs. Belecue wee not! 
| then 


_— 
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then theſe inchanting ſongs ,andfaire promiſes,VVe 
(hall ſmarc for our credulicie atterwacd, Sinne that 
lay quiet before, like a ſleeping dog, will afterward 
{awake, and flye in our throats, and of a friendly per- 
{wader it will turne a molt vehement accuſer. The 
promiſed pleaſure ſÞall vaniſh with the very act of 
the {inne, andthencomes the ſting of the guile, Af- 
ter the {inne is throughly done ſhall wee perceive 
| the heynouſneſle thereof. | 
Il. Wedeceitfully promiſeto our ſelues the en- 
toy ment of many outward bleſsings, which yet wee 
'ncuer get. Thus Saul promiſed himſelfe victorie 0- 
ucr Davis, being ſhut vp in Keilab, The Lerd ſaith 
hee, bath delmered him into myhand. So allo did the 
[ebuſitesrriumph againſt Dauzd,as thoughrhey had 
[ bin fure enough for cuer being overcome by him. 
This deccit we may fee inthe cracking of Gol/ah,and 


' Senackerib, who had in thcir preſuming hope , got | 


[the victory of their aduerſaries before the conflict, 
'and ſoputting on the harneſle, gloriedas thoſe that 
' put it off. And we may eaſily diſcerne it in our {clues 
who too too ealily beleeuing ſuch things as wee de- 
fire ſhould cometo paſſe, doe often make our ſelues 
{ure of them , when yet in the end wee come ſhort 
_ {ofthem, Heerein decciving our ſelues, as the Di- 
' vel] would haue deceived our Sauiour ; All thefe 
things will 7 gine thee laith he,which yer werenortin 
| his power to giue. No more are any of the leaſt of 
theſethings in our hands which weeſo confidently 
aſſure toourſelues. Andthereforetothis deceit op- 
poſe we Salomons counſell, Beaſt not of to marrow, for 
thou knoweſt not what a day may bring feorth, Many | 


|, _ 
”- 


O05 Egyptuts-.. | 
Philattas ve- 


cant, In boe am 
pleAnntur vt 
ſtraxgulent, Sen, 


eÞ. 5s 


Perſeflo demam 
ſeelere,eins mage 
witudo intelligi- 
tur. Tacit, 

2. Enioyment 
of autward 
things, 


I Sam.2 3e7, 


2 Sam, 5.6. 
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| 


things fall our berwixt the cup and the lip, infomuch 

[Dcur.28.30. i that oftentimes wee enioy not thoſe things which | 

| | ' even almoſt we haue in our hands. | 

_—_ II. Our hearts deceive vs in promiſing I know 

| ; not what contentment and happincſle in the fruiti- 

' on of theſc outward bleſsings, when yet the event. 

| anſwereth not ofr expeRation. O ſaith the deceir- 
| fall heart of man, if l mighthaue this or that which 

| [ defire, ſo much lining, ſuch or ſuch an office , or 

preferment , how comfortable and ſolatious a lite 

ſhould I lead? well, when he hath his wiſh, itfareth. 
with him almoſt,as withthe Iſraclits in their quailes. 

He findeth more vanity and vexation of ſpirit,inthe - 

| preſence, then hee did before in the want of this his. 

| ſomuch deſired good. Hence alſo thatphraſe of the 

 deceitfulneſſe of riches becauſe they do not performe,! 
that which our hearts promiſe vs concerning thei. ' 

In the ſame regard all worldly honours are called. 

Pal.4.2- lies,by Dauid, Oe fons of men how long wil ye follow | 

expoundet | ifrer lres ? Thelyeindeedeis in our own falſe hearts. 

Wee makethem lyers, in that wepromiſe ſuch great. 
matters toourſelues of them. Wheras in theendthe. 

| leaning ſtaffe becomes akvocking cudgell, and the prop 

\£O ſuſtaine vs, like the Egyptian reed, proues a pricke 

to pietceandpaine vs, and as /ob complaines of his 

friends,all theſe matters which weerhought would 

;have beene vnempriable fountaines of comforr,de- 

ceiue Vs like a broke , whoſe waters faile in the ſom- 

; mer when we haue preateſt vſe of ty. Thus Eve 
promiſed her ſelfe great matters in Cain,and he was 
rhe man obtained as a ſpeciallblefling of the Lord, 
and his brother was calted Habell, Varity, as being 

| no. 
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body in regard of him. Bur afterward this her fon, | 


—— 


on whom (hee ſo much doted, proued avery thorne 
| in her fide, and pricke in her eie. So concerning E/- | 
kanah, it isnoted that heeloued Hannah more then | 
his other wife , promiſing no doubt greater matter | 
of comfort to himſelfe in her,then in theother. But | 
what followec? He lowed her, ſaith the Prophet, and | ; gam.1.s. 
the Lord made her barren. Marke the coniunQion of | If any would 
his louing her, and Gods making of her barren. So- ws —_— 
| (ball it be in all ſuch earthly creatures, whereunto | place to be a 
we cleaue inordinarely, fal{ly promiling ioy to our | i9nallpar- 
, n aa. ticle,thewin 
 ſelues in their vie. God, in his iuſt judgement, ſhall |;1,.che hh 
| make them barren, ſothatthey{ſhall not yeelde vs a | fore loved his 
| quarter of that comfort, or benefit, which we expe- —— 
; ted. The rich foole hee promiſed himſclte a little | burennefle 
heaven in his riches. Sowu/e,take thine eaſe, Exc. But a- | pars; = | 
las how ſoone did God d#/eaſe him? © foole, this nizht Fu hs 
| ſhall they take away thy ſoule, andthen where is thine | Luk-12.19.20. 
; eaſe? The reaſon of this deceir is, for that we,in out 
' expectation of theſe outward things, before they 
| come,apprehend onely the good,and the ſweet, ab- 
| ſtrated fromthe ſowre, the pleaſure diuided from 
| the paine : bur, inthe fruition, we feele both , yea, 
| moreof the ſowre then of the ſweet. And hence it | Nibit <q## atet- 
comes to paſſe, that nothing pleaſeth vs ſo well in | ©; 1% 
the fruition, asinthe expectation. Nay, nothing al- per Plig. 
moft which pleaſed vs when hoped for , bur does 
' more diſpleaſe vs when had. Nothing I meane of 
theſe remporalls, whereof now wee ſpeake. Foras for 
eternalls, they are moreloued of vs, when poſſeſſed, | V* 17eriet- 
—_— | tamimus, vbi 
then when deſired. For it is impoſhble for any man | merwermmus ab 
toimagin, or conceiueof a greaterhappines then | 4icamw. Amb, 


that / 


— 
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4-Freedome 
from tudge- 
ment,ang hope 
| of heauen in * 
linne, 


that which they haue in themſelues, that fo hauing 
them he ſhould begin to deſpiſe them, finding lette | - 
then he looked for before he had them. Nay,our 0- 
pinion doth not ſo much runne over in concetuing 
of temporalls,asit comes ſhort in the appreheniion 
of cternalls, 

III. Our hearts decciue vs in promiſing vnto vs 
both freedome from Gods iudgements in finne,and 
the fruition of his mercies in the neglect of obedi- 
ence. In the one, cunningly ſeparating the ende 
from the meanes, hell, damnation , judgement 
from finne ; and in the other the weares from 
the exde, holinefſe, righteouſneſſe , from ſalua- 
tion : telling vs, we may enioy theend withour the 
meanes , glory without grace, a plentiful] harueſt 
without ſeede ſowen. As the Divell[would haue de- 
ceiuedour Saujor, promiſing him ſafe deſcent from 
the Temple without going downe by the ſtaires : 
ſo heere would our hearts deceive vs , promiſing | 
a ſure aſcent vp into heauen, without going vp 
by the ſtaires of the workes of obedience. A feare«| - 
full thing it is to ſce men goe on boldly intheir ſins, 
and yet as boldly ro promiſe heauen ro themnſelues. 
O fooliſh fot ! who hath thus bewitched thee to] 
chinke that after thou haſt begunne and continued 
in finne,thou ſhalt end in glory , that after thou haſt 
lived many yeercs heere in this world, and done no- 
thing bur ſhamefully diſhonoured that God which 
made thee, with thy filthy beaſtly life, full of all im- 
purity, that yet in the end God will henor thee with 
the glory of his Saints ? Be #ot deceiued, ſaith Pal, 
Neither fornicators, nor idslaters, nor adulterers, nor 


wan-| 
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wantons nor bug gerars ,&cſba:l inherit the king dome | 
of God, | 

And S. Peter tells vs that God hath called vs vato 

lory and vertue. To glory, as the end, to verrue as 
The way leading vstherevnto. Neuer then looke for 
| glory,but in the way of vertue. God hath chained 
theſe two faſter rogether then that they ſhould be 
ſcuered. So alſo hath hee finne and ſhame. And 
yet how many are there, like that man that Moſes 
ſpeakes of , who when hee heares thecurſes of the 
Law read, yet blefſeth himſelfe in his heart, ſaying, 
1 ſhall bane peace , although 1 walke according to the 
fubbornneſſe of my heart ? When the miniſters of the: 
word threaten in the name of God , his judgements! 
againſi ſinne,are there not, who ſay in their hearts ,: 
Tuſb theſe are but skar-crowes : God means no ſuch! 
matter, this is but a pollicy to keepe men in awe ? 
Theſe are ſuch as the Prophet ſaies haue made a 
couenant with hell, and death, and the reſt of Gods 
indgements. How could a couenant, will ſome ſay, 
be made with hell. Truely, true covenant can there 
be none ; but onely the deceirfull heare of man per- 
fwades itſelte ofa couenant,and ſo beares vs in hand 


ſcourges come. Ve may ſee an example of this in 
Exe, who rehearſing Gods commandement and 
threatning to the ſerpent, began to minſe it, with a 
 peraduentare; Leaſt peradutntnure yee dye , when God 
abſolutely and reſolutely had ſaid , 1» dying yee ſhall 
aye. Sothey in Jeremy, wicked and impenitent wret- 
ches,yet flatter themſe!ues in hope of mercy, 1s may 


that wee ſhall be paſt by vntouched , whatſoever | 


| be the Lord wil doe according 10 al bis wondrous works. 
God 


| IE 


2 Pet.153, 


Deut.n9.19. 


Eſay 28.15. 


See Innins in 


Gen.3.3. 
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God threatned Ahab to roote out his houſe : yer he 
promiſed himſelfe the eſtabliſhment of his houſe, 
| And therevpon ſo followed the worke of generati- 
on,that he left ſeuenty ſonnes behinde him. 2 X :ngs 
IO. Is 

7 0007 Rs V. Our harts decceiue vs in promiſing a ſerled and' 
| 50 'P'®PE | immoucablecontinuance of our outward proſperi-, 
tic. This was Egorms deceit, to whom the Prophet. 
thus ſpeaketh : The pride of thine heart hath deceined 
thee 1 Thou that awelleſt in the clifts of the rock, whoſe 

| habitation is bigh,that ſaith in his heart, who ſhall bring 
| me downe to the ground ? This deceit was in her that 
\ ſaid, fit 484 Lucene , and ſhall feele no ſorrowes, Yea, 
| the godly themſelues are ſubie& to this deluſion: | 
Pſat.z0.6 |as Dawid, when inhis proſperity he ſaid hee ſhould! 
neuerbe mouecd, and Jeb when in his flouriſhing e- | 
lob 29.18. ſtare hee ſaid, 7 /hail dye in my neſt , and multiply my 
| dazes 4s the ſands,Nomaruell then it the foole ſay to 

himſelfe, Thox haſt goods laid wp for many yeares. 

6. —_— 'p- | VI. Wefallſely promiſe to our ſelues good ſucceſle 
| Sounds, | VPon weakeand inſufficient grounds. As Micah,Now 
| Tud.17a3, | 7 know,(aith he, the Lord will be good vnto me. Why. 
| Micah ? becauſe Ihaues Lenite to my Prieſt: yea, but 
God did not allow of ſuch roving /ep-/and Leuites; 
neither wete private houſes the place where God 
would haue the Leuites imployed , but the Taber- 
nacle, Herein it ſcemes Balaam deceived himſelfe, 
Nun 23.1.2. | hoping becauſeof his many altars,and facrifices, his 
 # |defireandpurpoſe of curſing the Iſraclites would 


fadge. And this is the deceit of the ſuperſtitious, who 
boldly promiſe no fmall matter ro themſclues vpon| 
| the carcfull performance of their ſuperſtitious deno+} 
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tions. Yea among our ſclues many thinke if they 
humble themſelues in confeſſion, and canfetch 2 
ſigh, or ſhed a tearein prayer, or if they be ſome- 
ching more diligent inoutward ſeruice of God then. 
ordinary , they ſhall eaſily obtaine at Gods hands 
that which they defire. | 


HO — 


Cua7 AX 


of the deceit of the heart in that which it promiſeth 
| to God, 


Hus wee haue ſcene how deceitfull our hearts 

are in the promiſes they make to ovr /elnes : it 
remainerh to ſce the like deccitfulneſle in the pro- 
miſes they make to God, 

Now the heart is deceitfull in promiſingto God , | 
either the duties of repentance, and reformation in 
generall, or any ſpeciall duty in ſpecial]. 

I. For particular duties, how often doe wee purpoſe, 
and ſecretly,yea otherwhile more ſolemnly, promiſe 
to God the performance of this or thar, when yer , 
in the end we doenothing lefle, by reaſon ofthe vn- 
ſoundneſſe, and vnſetlednefle of our decciucable 
hearts. Salomen inſinuates , that in his time there 
were ſome,thatafter by vow they had bound them- 
ſelves to the Lord fgr the performance of ſer- 
uice,did yet afterward goe aboutro enquirefor rea- 

ſons, how to be diſcharged of their vow. 2acob pro-.) 
miſed and ſolemnly vowed to the Lord that being 


S bleſled 


þbc<. 


2. To God. 


1. Duties parti« 
cular, and thar 
either ſimply, 


Prou.20.25. 
Eccle.5.5, 
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Gen. 35.1. 


Tud,16,20,. 


Pll.z9.1.2.2. 


Serde 4 feria 


| bleſſed.in his journey, and ſafely returned home a- 


gaine,he would build an altar in Berbel,& pay tithes. 

Neuertheles, for all this, /«cob after his return could | 
fir till, and finde no leyſureto pay his vow , till God } - 
came, & plucked him by the care,both by the affi- | 
Qions ſent vpon him in himſclfe & his children, and | 
alſo by his owne voice , as it were ſhewing him the | 


| ample is very memorable; how confident was he in 


' [ Chriſt,torhe very death? bur yet quickly plucked in 


reaſon of his danger before by Eſau, andnow bythe | 
| people of that country, of Dinahsrauiſhment , and | 
his ſonnes barbarous murcher, Ariſe,go vp to Bethel, , 
and build there an altar, according tothy vow. How 
often docthe beſtpurpoſe wich themſelues roſhew | 
ſome proofe of their ſpiritual grace,in performance | 
ofthis or that duty: when yet, when it comes to the 
criall, wearealcogether diſabled, and ſhew nothing 
but weakeneſle and corruption? becauſe wehaue by | 
our negligence and ſecuritie greeued rhe ſpirit of 
God. Whercin it fareth with vs, as with Sampſon, 
who ſaid with himſe'fe, / w/ll goe out now as at other 
times, an1 ſhake my ſelfe , but hee knew not, ſaith the 
Prophet, that the ſpirit of the Lord was departed from 
bim, And ſo his heart deceived him. Thus was it 
with David ;1 ſaid, 1 will looke to my waies, that 1 ſinne 
not with my tongue, Iwill keepe my mouth bridled whi- 
leſt the wicked is in ſieht : but preſently after he ſhews 
how ſoone he broke his word. My kear; was hot, the 
frre kindled,and 1ſpake with my tongue &c. Peters ex- 


— — 


proteſting and promifing concerning his ſticking to 


his ſaailes hornes , cuen ar the ſlight touching of a 
filly wench. How ſoone ſaith 4u/en didſithou - 
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him as a dead man, whom before thou confelſedft | | 
as the living Sonne of God? | 
{ To this place bclongeth that viuall deceit, where-| Oron condi |} 
by weſecretly promiſe to the Lord the doing of this | 19" - $M, 
or that, when our preſent cſtate (hall be changed. 
Oh if lwere thus and thus, I would dee fo and fo. /f 
1Iwere King,laith Abſalom, 1 wonld ſee inſlice done to | 
enery man, Thinke we, he would haue beene as good | 
as his word, ifcuer hee had beene King? Afluredely | 
none would haue been moretyrannicall, If ] were a) | 
rich man, ſaith one, O how liberall, how fr&-hear-| 
ted ſhould I be ? God happely lets him hauehis wiſh, 
but hee lets not God have his promiſe, God giueth | 
riches to him,but he no bberality foGod., Nay, when 
heis become rich,he is more vniuſt, niggardly,ſcra- 
ping, then thoſe of whom hee complained before, | 
when hee was poore. Thus young men thinke with _ 
themſelues, when they come to be old they will 
not offend in thoſe faults wherein-they ſee age ſo 
much ouertaken, as frowardneſle, morofitie, impa- n: 
tiency, contempt of youth, 8c. Vamarried perſons 
thinke, when they are once married, they ſhall live 
ſolouingly,and comfortably ,and be quite free from 
all thoſe faults which they ſee married folke ro of- 
fendin, Men without children, if oncethey might 
come to hauechildren, O the duties they would 
| performe, the care of godly education they would 
haue. Private men, if they were inplaces of go-; 
uernment, Othe wonders that they then would doe. 
And in euery ſtate and condition , whatſocuerwant 
wee ſee in others, wee dare promiſe touching our 
| {eluesa freedomefrom ic., if we were in it; But wee 

S 2 | know | | 
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know not, at leaſt remember nor, that cuery ſtate 
hath ſeuerall remprations, and burdens, annexed 
vnto it. And how can we know, either howarxe thall 
withit and the one, or ſtand vnaer the other, rill it 
come tothetriall. Nay; rather we ſhould feare the 
wotſe of our ſelues Behold, now, being poore, Iam : 
 couetous, when wantthat baitot iceling the {weet. 


of gaine,which rich men haue. What then ſhould | 


[1 be, if were I rich, when the danger is greater to 


haue our hearts ſtolen away by.riches encreafing ?| 
Bchold, now ama fingle man, and haue no body 
ro looke to bur my ſelfe, and yet | finde I have 


2 Generall,of 
repentance. 


Ter.34 10.11. 


| ee 


| enough todoe this well : how then ſhall I doe when 
beſides my feife lhauea family to ouer-fee ? Behold 
now lam a priuateman,and have no body hut mine 
owne family to gouerne : And yerl finde my hands 
full with this 2 Alas !if Iwere in publike place of go. 
ernment , how ſhould | be overcharged ? Behold 
being but ameaneobſcure perſon, yet find it hard. 
rohumbie and keep vnder my proud heart, What 
ſhould | doethen, if I flouriſhed in worldly glory, 
and were agreat one 1m Princes Courts? Loe | can 
hardly ſtand faſt in 6rme:ground, How then can [ 
ſecure my feertin ſlippery ground ? 

| 2 Inpromiſing to God repentance, and refor- 
mation in generalt,the caſc is a like. Men in their af- 
flictions,and ſickneſle,looking for death, how libe- 
rall arethey in their promiſes ? but afterward how | 
baſely niggardly are they in their performances ?/|. 
They play childrens play with God, they take a» 
way athing, as foone as they have: given it, VWhen| 
| Nebuchadnezar beſieged 1eruſalew, then the Iewes | 
| | made 
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Ga 


- | madea ſolemine ceuenant with the Lord, ro ſerfree 


their ſeruants : But no ſooner had the King remoo- 
ued his {iege, butthey retracted, and repealed their 
vow, and brought backe againe their feruants into 
their former bondage. So fareth itwith theſe kinde 
of men. When God laies ſiege to them by ficknes 
or ſome other pinching affliction, then couenants 
and promiſes are made, concerning the putting a- 
way of our finnes. But no ſooner doth God begin 
to depart, and flake his wrath, bur we returne with 
the dogge to the vomit , and with the ſow to our 
wallowing in the mire. Like Pharaohthat diſmiſſed 
the !ſraclites, when death centred within his palaces, 
but preſently atter, in all haſt, makes after them ro 
ferch them backe againe. Thus was it in that great 
ſweat in the time ot King Edward : As long ( aics 
one) as the feruentneſle of the plague laſted, there 
was ctying peccaut,peccanut,mercy good Lord, mercy, 
mercy. The Miniſters of Gods word were ſought 
for in cuery corner, they could not reſt, they might 
| notſleepe : yee muſt come to my Lord, yee muſi 
come to my Lady, come if ye loue God, and if yee 
loue their ſaluation tary nor. For Gods fake M. 


| 


| Miniſter(ſay the ſicke folkes)tellvs whatwe ſhall doc 


ro auoide Gods wrath. Take theſe bagges. Pay fo 
much to ſuch a manzfor I deceiued him : giue him 
ſo much,forl gat icof him by vſury. I made a crafty 
bargainewich-ſucha one, Teftore him ſo much and 
defire himto forgiue mee, Dinide this bag among 
rhe poore, cary this to the hoſpitall, pray for mee 


| | 


| 


for Gods ſake, Good Lord forgiue mee, &c. This 


i 
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was the difimulation of the-people: for three or | 
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foure daies, whiles the execution was, but after 
when the rage was ſomewhat ſwaged, then retur- 
nedthey to their vomit worſe then cuer they were. 
Then that they had before cauſed to be reſtored , | 
and giuen in almes, they ſeeke to recouer by more | 
euil-deuoured cheuiſaunſes. This deceitfuineſle | 
God noted in the 1ſraelites, who being humbled | 
with the terrors of the Jaw, promiſed very largely : | 
All theſe things will we doe, But what ſaid God. 0. 
that there were (ach a heart, namely as in this ſo libe- 
rall and franke a promiſe of obedience they make. 
ſhow of, and at this time thinke indeede they haue. 
For now weſpcake of ſuch a kindeof deceitfulneſle, 
whereby wee decciue our ſelnes as well as others, | 
We arenottothinketheſe 7/raelizes did groflely dil- 
ſemblewith God : but at that time, being in ſome 
diſtreſſe, they ſpake as they thought, and meant to, 
doe. But by rcaſon their hearts were not through- | 
ly purged, and renewed, irwas onely a ſuddaine fir 
for the time , afterwards their hearts returning to 
their old bias, they were not able to performe that 
which they promiſed. This the Scripture would 
teach,when it ſaith their hearts ſtarted a fide like a de- 
ceitfall bow. When a man ſhoots with a-deceitfull 
bow , though hee leuell his arrow and his eye di- 
realy to the marke , and thinke with himiſelte to 
hic it, yet indeed the arrow, by reaſon of his deccit- 
full bow, goes cleane contrarie way. Anſwerable 
to this bow is our heart, to the arrow the deſires, 
purpoſes, and promiſes wee conceiue, and make in 
our afflitions. The marke wee ayme at is repen-| 
tance : tothe which wee then loeke with ſoaccu- 

——q 
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rate, and attentiue an eye, as though-wewould re- 
pent indeed. And cthatindeede is our purpoſe, and 
meaning then :; but our owne hearts decciue vs. 
, For, becauſe they are not truely renewed, but there 
| is much vnſoundneſle {till in them. Hence it comes 
ropaſſe, that theſe arrowes of our purpoſes, and. 
promiſes of repentance neuer hit the marke, neuer | 
ſort to any good effeR, but vaniſh in the ayre as 
ſmoake, 4hab did not groſly diſſemblein that his | 
humiliation wrought by the Prophets reprehen- | 
ſion; but he meant in good ſadneſle, when he cloa- 
thed himſelfe in ſackcloth. Onely his heart ſtill re- 
mained vnregenerate, and ſo deceiued him. So was 
it with Pharas alſo. One would think that water hea- 
'redin the firewere indeede as truely hot as fire it 
 ſelfe. But becauſe it isnot a naturall heate, but onely 
; externall from the heat of the fire, remooue it but a 
| while from the fire, and it returnes againe to his 
| owne Nature, and asthe Philoſopher obſerues, be- 
comes colder after the heating then it was before. 
Soit is with theſe flaſhings of deuotion and holines. 


caſe. They arenor kindely, but violent; they are | 
not from the inward fireof Gods Spirit , but from | 


when thar is qut, theſc are gone. 
e And this is therhird part ofthe hearts deceitful- 
neſſe, namely its deceitfulnefſe in promiſing. The 
vie of that which hath been ſpoken her: of, is 

I Toreach vspatience, when wee are croſſed in 
thoſe things wedefired, and wherein wee promiſed 
| great felicirie.to cur ſelues. For God hee ſaw the 
”, S 4 | deceit- 


| 
| 
1 


the outward fire of his indgements. And therefore | 


Ariflet meteor, 


I.13, 


which were in Ahab, Pharaoh ,-and others in like | 
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| deceitfulneſle of our hearts in ſuch promiſes,B that | 
| indeed theſe things would in the euent haue proo- 
| ued ſerpents, and ſtones, which wee thought would 
| haue been fhes, and bread, that they would haue 
| beene very bitter and burdenſome vnto vs, which 
| we fancied as matters of comfort and delight. 

2 Toreſt contented in that eſtate wherein wee 
are. For howſveuer wee promiſe miich of our | 
ſelues, if our eſtate ſhould change for the better,as | 
from pouertie to riches, from obſcuritie to glory, 
and greatneſle in the world, and preſume of our | 
owne ſtrength , not to be touched with thoſe infir- 
mities that viſually attendſuch eſtates; yer we haue 
learned how deceitful] our hearts be herein. Haue 
wethen aliberall, and merciful] ation in our po- 
uerty? let vs not be ouer deſirous of a richer con- 
dition. For wee know nor whether then wee ſhall. 
be of the ſame minde, yea, or no. And that affeQi- 
| on we haue to liberalitie while we are poore, is ac- 
cepred of Gad for liberalicie it ſelfe. Take heede. 
1 then of this deceit. Thou defireſt ro be rich, that | 
thou mighteſt bey/zbera/{. So much thy hearr pro- | 
miſeth thee, that thou ſhouldeſt be very /berall, if 
thou wert once 7/ch. Lo thouarrt /zberall, beforethou | 
art rich,in regardofthe affedF/on, and diſpoſition of | 
thy heart, and when thou art rich, thou art not ſo 
| much as liberall in sffe:#;on. Thou doſt not oncl 
not getthatliberality in a#jon , which thou'promi- 

ſedſithy ſelfeinriches, bur alſo thouleeſeft, roge- | 
ther with thy pouertie , that liberalitie in affe(F19n 
which then thou haddeRt, O deceirfull heatr who 
by promiſing vs more; makeft vs 'to hane _ 
Defire 
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| Deſire then'rather to keepe thy pouerty, that thou 
' maieſt keepe thy {zberality; remembring that of $4- 
| lomon, that though that which a ——— ſpecrally 
| defire to his goodneſſe, that is,to do good in workes of 
| liberality; yet a poore man, that having nothing to 
| give, hath yeta giuing affeQinn/s better then « hier 3 
| thatis,as I take it, better then fucha rich man, who 


| before he was rich, would bragge much what hee 


| would doe if hee were rich , and yet being rich, is 
' poorer in liberalitie then ever hee was : who is 
; therefore in regard of this deceitfulneſſe of heart , 
| worthily called a {yer by the Holy Ghoſt. Be not 
| then;throughthis deccirfulneſle, moued to the de- 
| fire'of, an higher and greater eſtate. F there be 4 
willing minde,God accepts a man accoraing to that hee 


Pro.19.22, 
opencd, 


2 Cor,?,12, 


hath,& not according to that he hath not. Then again, 
| conſider with thy telfe, what likelihood there is , 
; that thou ſhouldſt doe a greatergood (which be- 
 longeth toa higher place)being therein, whocanſt 
not doe thelefler good, (which belongeth to a mea- 
.ner place) wherein now thou art. Thou art a bad | 
. poore man: thou wouldit be a worſe rich man, Thou 
art an ill gentleman : and is there any hope that 
thou wouldeſt be a better Noble man ? In pouertic, 
and meaneneſle thou canft not be free from thoſe 
infirmities whereto that eſtate is ſubie& : and yet 
thinkeſt thou to eſcape thoſe whereto Riches and 
Henour lie open. l 
3 Neuer to be ouer bold or Jauiſh in promi- 
ſing muchof our ſelues. Doewewiththe moſt; but 
ſpeake wee with the leaſt. For our hearts,will de- 
cciue vs. Ve would hardly giue our words for a 


| faile 
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falſe knaue, thar had often deceiued vs. Why then 
learne wee not the like wiſedome here, notto pro- 
miſe any great matters of our ſelnics , fince we have 
ſuch deceiuing hearts, as will ſhame vs inthe end, 
if weepreſume any thing far of them. lr is a ſhame 
ro vs, when others , of whom wee haue promiſed 
much vntoour friends, ſhall deceiue vs. Therefore 
the Apoſtle, hauing promiſed 7:a5no ſmall things? 
| concerning the Corinthians, ſaith, hee wasnor afþ4- 
| med in that whereof he had boaſted of them unto Titus, 
becauſe thicir doings had abundantly iuſtifed his 
ſayings. Thereby inſinuating , what a ſhame-ir 
wovld haue beene vnto him, itthe Corinthianshad 
deceiued that hope, and confidence-which he had 
of them. O then what a fowle ſhame muſt it needes 
be, when our owne hearts ſhall decciue vs in thac 
which wee haue promiſed of them to God ? Suffer 
wee not then our tongues to runne ouer in; this 
| kinde, leaſt it fare with vs, as with that ſame young 
man in the Goſpell, who came-running in all the 
Mar,1e.17.32. | haſt toour Saujour, crying out , Good Aaſter what 
ood thing muſt 1 doe to geteternall life;therin ſecret- 
ly promiſing that hee would be willing to doe any 
thing Chriſt ſhould command him. For itis, as if 
he ſhould haue ſaid. O let mee but know what is ro 
| be done,and be it what it wil be, loe here I am ready 
preſt to doe it; But when” Chriſt reld him what 
was to be done, Gve ſell all, andgiue tothe poore, EF. 
then hee ſlunke, and ſhrunke backe. For how many 
j  arethere, that through this kinde of deceirfulneſle, 
Ruth. 10.14. | deale with God'as Horpha did with Alone, ma- 
| king her belcete that nothing ſhould be ablcroſe- 
j . — peratel 
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perate them, there was no hoe, but ſhee muſt needs 
follow Naomie into Iludea: butſhe was foone intreae 
ted ro ſtay behinde,and take her leaue. The Propher 
0/ea bringeth in the lſraclites , renuing their coue- 
nant withthe Lord, in very ſerious manner 3 Come 
let ws returne to the Lord,&c, One would think here 
were anexcellent ſpirit of ſincerity. But God,difcer- 
ning guile in this theirſo hot and haſty zcale,paſſech 
this ſentence vpon it ; What ſhall 7 doe vnte thee O E- 
phraim? ©. Ail thy righteouſnes is as the morning 
dew. And therefore when our hearts promiſe any 
thing to God, whether openly, or ſecretly, wee muſt 
deſire Gods ſtrength to inable vs for performance, 
as Danid hauing promiſed , 7 will keepe thy ſtatutes, 
prayeth, forſate me not over-long. Yea, wee muſt in 
this caſe deale with our hearts as 7oſu4 did with the 
Iſraclites , promiling their ſeruice ro the Lord , O 
ſaics 19ſua,ye cannot ſerue the Lord,he is atealous God, 
&«. So wee inlike manner muſt propound to@ur 
ſelues the difficulty of doing any good thing : both | 


as in being ſurety roman for our brother, the ſcrip- | 
ture exhorts vs to be well aduiſed what we doe; ſo 

much more oughtweto be heedfull, & conſiderate | 
in this ſuretiſhip ro God for ſuch falſe hearts as theſe 
arc, that weighing well ourowne inability to doe ſo 


vndertake any ſuch matter,otherwiſe then inthe de- 
niall of our ſelues, and in the earneſt craving of the 
preſence of the ſpirit, without whom we canneither 
promiſc, nor performe as wepught. 
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much as theleaſt good, wee may neuer preſume to | 


Hoſ. 6.1. 


Plal, x 19.8, 


Ioſh, 24.16.17, 
i8.19, 


in regard of our weakeneſſe,and Sathans wilines. And Pro.6.1. 
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Of foure aeceits of the heart in prattifing. 


Ow we are come to the fourth and laſt head of 
the firſt kindeof the /elfe-deceining of the heart 3 
namely the deceitfulnefſe which is in pradZi/ing. And 
this ſhewes it ſelfe in diuers particulars. | 
I The deceitfulneſſe of heart in practiſing ap- 
peareth in the ficklexefſe and vrcertainty thereof , | 
whereby ic commeth to paſſe, that we cannot hold 
on a conſtant tenour in any good courſe , without 
makingof many interruptions. Many begin to cn- 
ter into ſuch and ſuch good waigs of repentance 
and reformation, but they ſoone grow weary , and 
breakeoff, Nebuchadnezer, ſeeing the excellent pro- 
pheticallſpirit of Daxje/in interpreting his dreame, 
was {o affected, that onely Daniels God muſt be the 
true God. And yetthis laſted not long. For within 
a little while after, for all this, his Idoll muſt be 
worſhipped vader paine of death. And after this, 
the ſight of the miracle inthe three childrens deli- 
uerie, that the fire which was fire to butne the 
bonds wherewith they were tied, was no fire ſo 
much as to {indge their apparell, how did ir fur- 
ther worke vpou him, and wring from him the ac- 
\knowledgement of the true God: yer, for all this, 
not long after wee may ſee him ietting it in his pa- 
lace, and as proudly-as euer aduancing him- 
ſelkeaboue the Lord, Neitheris it thus onely with 
[the wicked, butin the godly alſo themſclucs , in the 
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true praiſe of godlineſſe, thoughnor in like man- 


| in their hues,that they are ſooff, and on, ſo out and 
in 3 now in good frame, bur by and by ſenſibly gi- 
| ſtempered , and altogether vnlike themſelues. 
_ | Sometimes how are wee hoyſed vp to the very 
| Skies, in aboundance of pure, and heauenly medita- 
 tions,and confolations, as it were rapt vp with Paa/ 
| into paradiſe, or aſcending in E{zs fiery chariot in- 

| to heauen ? Otherwhile againe caſt downe into the 


— 


ner, whenceir is, that they finde ſuch vneuenneſſe |. 


| very deepes of hell, not able co pray, heare, medi-| 


' tatewith any feeling of comfort. Sometimes in 
' pratertransformed in our ſonle ( foare we rauiſhed) 
| $; Chriſt was in body, when he prayed. Other- 
while againeas heavy in prayer, as theſlcepy diſc 
| ples with Chriſt in the garden; the wings of our 
| faith being clipr, our praiers lie groueling on the 
| ground. Somerimes{o comfortable, and couragi- 
 ous,that we can ſay with A 1 were un the 
valley of death yet would 7 feare none il:orherwhile a» 

' gaine ſo deaded and deieRed in our ſpirits, that 
weare like him, when he ſaid,0ze day 7 /ball die by the 
hand of Saul. Sometimes ſo ſtrong in faith, that we 
can ouercomethe greareft dangers, and with Peter 
can walke vpon the ſwelling waues: By and by ſo 
faint, and brought to fo lowan ebbe that we fall 
downeeuen infarre lefſer dangers : as Peter began 
to finke ar the riſing of the winde. Sometimes fo 
patient that we can quietly beare the greateſt in- 
dignities: preſently after ſo impatient, thatwe can- 
not put vp the ſmalleſt vnkindnefſe : As David, pa- 
tient in Savls perſecution, impatient .in Nabals dil- 


| curteſie. 


Luk.9.29. 
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curtelie, To conclude. Inthehearing of the word , 
how doe wee feele ſometimes our hearts to burne , 
and glowe within vs ? O the heauenly affeQions 
wee then feele inkindled ! O the ſweet diſpoſition, 
and frame our hearts be in then ! little would wee | 
thinke then that atrerward wee (ſhould be fo much 
cooled, as we are very quickly after our departure 
from this fire, and comming into the freezing ayre 
| of the world. In which regard as Chryſoſtome 
| ſaies, the Miniſters haue the greater trouble, be- 
| cauſe they neuer finde their worke as they left it, as 
| other workemen doe,the Smith, the loiner,&c. who 
Hom, 13.44 | as they left their worke in theeuening, ſo they finde 
Pp Ani. | tin themorning : but Miniſters ſball finde their 
| worke alrogerher pur out of frame and order , by 
reaſon of our deceitfull hearts , that ſteale from vs 
thoſe good affeRtions wee had before. If a horſe 
naturally trot, and for ſome ſpace of time hath ac- 
cuſtomed himſelfe thereto, though by Art hee be 
broken, and made amble;, yetin journey ing heewill 
be cuer and anone offering to goe out of his amble 
into his trot, So regenerate men, becauſe naturally 
their hearts are cuill, though in part mortified by 
' grace, they hauec learned to doe well, yet cuer and 
| anon they haueexperienceof the readines of their 
| heart ro breake out into their old courſes, Cor- 
| ruption in them will haue ſome flurts, Our heart 
is the infirument wee muſt worke with, in the ſer- 
' uice of God, But a deceitfull inftrument will nor 
hold our in working. No more will our deceitful] 
| | heart in the ſeruing of God. 
i LDeceis, | The ſecond point of deceitfulneſle in this kind is in 
the' 
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che ſipperineſſe of our hearts 3 whereby ir comes to 


{lip , whileſt they are in the performance of good 
exerciſes. As when in prayer, meditation, and hea- 
ring of the word they {lily ſteale away , and play 
the fugitiues, carried away with idle, and wandring 
imaginations. This deceittulneſſe the moſt holy 
haue miſerable experience of ; their heatts herein 
dealing with them , as if our ſeruant imployed in 
ſome buſinefle, together with our ſelues, inthe mids 
deſt of the worke ſhould priuily ſteale away , wee 
not marking , or minding of him. That holy Fa- 
ther A#/ten felt this, and bewailed it in himſelfe, 
that in his moſt ſerious meditations of heavenly 
things his minde was eafily diſtrafted by the fligh- 
teſt occaſions. Concerning the which hee thus 
« writeth ; Le? every man therfore marke and confi- 
{© der what doings there are within in the heart, how 
© oftentimes our prayers themſclues are interrup- 
'©red with vaine thoughts , ſo that our heart can 
'* hardly ſtand ſtill with God. Though yet it would 
« Jay holdon it ſelfe and ſo make it ſclte to ſtay with 
« him, yetin a ſort it flyeth away as it were from ir 
« ſelte, neither can it finde any bounds whereby it 
&« may keepe init ſelte from flying away in her wan- 
« dring motions, that ſo tarying ſtillwith the Lord 
[© it may be refreſhed with fineer delights by him. 
* Hardly among many of our praiers mecte we with 
© fuch a praier. Euery one would be ready to ſay 
*that this were ſo onely with him, and that others 
« were not troubled in like manner, vnleſſe we had 
« heard Daxzd ina certaine place ſaying : Therefore 

cc thy 


paſſe, that they giue, both God, and our ſelues, the 


es 
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2 $am.9.27. | © thy ſeruant hath found his heart to' pray vnto 
cleared by | thee. Loe hee ſaies that he found his heart as though | 
— inuenire | bis Eeart were wont 10 flye away from him and he faine 
cor ſuum, quaſs | 10 runne after this fuputine, and being nst able to catch 
_ fe : a" of #t himſelfe,to cry to the Lord,my heart hath left me.So 
l =_— & | farre Auſten, excellently ſetting forth this deceittul- | 
fg , y S 
wen compreben- | ries of our hearts. VVould weenot count him a de- | 
.- coma ccitfull friend, who, when wee ſhould haue greateſt ' 
vſe of him, would then be ſure to be out of the way ? 
Alike deceitfull muſt our hearts needs be, the chie- | 
feſt inſtrement wherewith weeare toſerue the Lord. | 
And yet when Gods ſervice is to be performed of 
vs, our hearts are then to finde, they haue runne a- | 
way from vs, and fo, when wee ſhould ſecke God , 
we mult firſt goeſeeke our ſelues. 
Ines: The third aecert is, when our hearts doe priuily , 
+1 Ann and ſecretly, wee ſcarſe perceiuing ir, foiſt in , and 
onimogcod | cloſely conuay ſome corruption into our good 
ations. actions , cuen then, when weeare inthe very atof 
performance. And with this deceit are euen the 
children of God themſelues exceedingly troubled. 
For howſoeuer they propound not to themſclucs 
any of theſe by and baſe reſpeQs of praife, and 
vaine-glory,&c. in their good ations, butrather do 
ſerthemlelues againſt them ; yer theſe things doe 
come in by ſtealth, and flily infinvate, and winde 
in themſclues into their hearts, as once the ſerpent 
into the garden. So fitly in this regard doth the 
Prophet call our heart deceitful, in that word , in 
the originall, from whence cob had his name, be- 
cauſe our fleſhly hearts doe the fame thing to the 
ſpirit, in doingof good, which Jacob did to his bro- 
4 ther, 


&c, 
Pſalm, 38. 
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ther, comming out of the wombe , as it were ſup- 
plant it, and catch it by the heele, when ir is inrun- 
ning of the Chriſtian race 3 for what els doethey , 
when they intrude, and obtrude vpon vs their owne 
carnall and corrupt affeions ? .Looke how thoſe 
Samaritanes would haue had their finger inthe 
building of the temple with the lewes, namely, 
with a purpoſe ro haue deſtroyed ir, andlooke how 
thu offered ſacrifice to Baal, killing his prieſtsatthe 
ſametime : and looke how Huſhai went to Abſaloms 
company toouerthrow him : Alike dealeour hearts 
withvs , needs will they intermeddle in our good 
aQions, bur itis but to rob vs of them, by transfor- 
mingthem intolinne, throughthe mixture of their 
corruption.. For when there ſprings vp any ſweet 
fountaines of grace within vs , then doetheycloſe- 
ly ( as once the Phzlitims dealt with 1aacks welles, 
which hce had digged) caft in their filthy dirt and 
duſt, and ſtop them vp therewith. They droppe 
downe from their impure hands fome filth , vpon 
| that pure webbe the ſpirit weaueth , and ſo make it 
| | a menſtruous cloath. They cunningly put in their 
leauen into the ſpirits dough, and fo ſowre it , and 
make it diſtaſtfull to the Lord. When ſometime 
the ſpirit of grace is offering to pur forth ir ſelfe, as 
| once Zarah in Thamars wombe, yer, by reaſon of 
this deceittulneſle of our hearts, ir recoyles pre» 
ſently,and goes backe,ſoas Zarþ did, and the fleſh 
like Perez, that ieppes before it 3 and fo as they 
were decciued, when Zarebs hand was firſt ſeenc, ſo 
wee often, when wee feele our ſelues making ſome 
offers towards God, For as knauiſh cony-catche | 
| T ers, 


| 262 | The deceitfulneſſeof mans beart. Y 

| ers,watching the times when honeſt men are'ts goe | 
to ſome ſolemnity of feaſting , craftily thruſt in 

chemſelues, that they may filch ſome thing away : 


ſo where grace is to imploy her ſelfe , corruption | 
will be ſure co have an oareinthis boate, and 'to in- | 
terelſtir ſelfe in the good ation, that it may by this | 
meanes ſteale away the beſt part of our comfore | 
| therein : Asin the lone of grace and vertue in good 
| women, it comes ſometimes to paſle, that the ime | 
| pure, and filthy loue of luſt, and concupiſcence, 
by certaine iuggling feates of conueiance, cogges|. 

; inirſeife. Therefore S. Paul writing to Timothy, a! 

_ | manrarely mortified , bidderh him yet to exhorr' 

r Tim.5.1: | younger women with pureneſſe, or chaſtly: becauſe | 
W T&0% %)= | through the deceitfulneſle of his heart; exen'then,, | 
"_. whileſt hee was exhorting them to chaſtitie, ſome! 
| vnchaſt motions might come creeping into his. 
owne heart, and ſleale vpon him vnawares. And 
fo in preaching; while the Miniſter is ſtirring vp «| 
| thers to the zeale of Gods glory, through this de- 
| ceitfulneſſe of heart, it comes to paſſe roo often, 
that thoughts of pride, and vaine glory poppe in 
themſclues, to'defile, and deface the glory of the 
worke. In which regard' 4#fenfſajes, that it is har- 
der to preach holily , then to heare, writing vpon 
InPkhl.go., |thatof Daxid; Thou ſhalt make mee to heare the | 
voice of ioy and g/adnefſe 3 which he reades ſome- 
thing otherwiſe, thus : Thou ſhalt giue joy to my 
Felicicrsſunt | hearing, Wherevpon hethus writeth, The hea- 
Iniaudinn;&*- |< rers of the word are more happy then the ſpea- 
© kers, The learned hearer may be humble. - But 
« the fpeakerhe muſtfirive againſt pride, and the} 
SE BEIINT: Ee... 4 
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« defire of pleafing men, that they cloſly creep not 
invpon him, and cau/e him #0 diſpicaſe God, &c. The 
like deceit are we ſubieCt vnto in prayer allo, Vit- 
neſſe 7onahs example,ofwhom it is ſaid, thathetken 
praycd, when indeede hee did nothing but quarrell 
with God, Read the words of that his pratcr, and 
yee ſhall finde nothing prayer-like in them. They 


then is he ſaid to pray? No doubt feeling his weake- 
neſle, in giving place to anger, he thought co ſtrive 
againſt it, and inthis good minde addrefied him- 
ſelfero praier: bur yet, loethe deccirfulneſle of his 
heart, while by prayer hee thought to haue ouer- 
come his anger,anger ouercame him and his praier 
ro0, turning it intoa iangiing, and wrangling expo- 
ſtularion with the Lord. Thus otherwhile men 
ſetting themſclues to meditate againſt ſome ſinne, 
in the very aft of meditation haue beene inſnared 
therein. For as in ſpeaking againſt ſome ſinnes, ir 
falls out that others ſometime are taught to pra» 
Qiſethem, (which was Solons reaſon of making no 
lawes againſtthe killingof our parents, leaſt by for. 
bidding ithefhould teach jt) ſo alſointhinking a- 


ſeeme rather to be a brawle then a praier. How |. 


| 


] 


lonah 4.1: 


| gainſt ſome ſinnes, our ſelues may be caught. And 
when men in their thoughts haue beene ſraming 
their mindes to reconciliation with their aduerſa- 
ries, in the remembrance of the injuries receiued 
they haue beene further incenſed, then before. Pe- 
zer did well to aske the queſtion, Ataſter ſhall we draw 
the (word? Hedidnot askethis queſtion as the prin« 
ces m Jeremy, whether they ſhould goe. downe into 
i Egypt, being before refolued ro goe downe, what- 
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ſocuer the Propher ſhould anſwere. No, we arenot | 
ro thinke that Peter had made a reſolute anſwereto | 
his queſtion before he made it, being fully purpo-| 
{£d1o draw, before hee asked the queſtion. No, he | 
did not fo fowly diſſemble. But in asking the que- 
ſtion he ſeemed to be framing his minde to more 
moderation, ad wiiling to be aduiſed and direed 
by Chriſt, but yer withall exaſperated with the in- | 
ſole.:cie of the aduerſarie,and indignitie of the fact, 
he could not hold his minde in that temper of mo- | 
deration, to ftay the anſwere of the queſtion , bur 
eucn in asking drew , the deceitfulneſle of his hearr 
| preventing © hriſts aniwete. So againe oftentimes 

in many of our actions, where we thinke we doc in- 
tenda good end , anddoe ingeede in ſome ſort in- 
tend it , there yet withall, vnder hand, pets into our 
mindes the confideration of ſome other finiſter | 
and crooked refpet. As Moſes pretended to the 
Lord, that the conſcience of his owne weakeneſle, 
and inſufficiencie made him ſo fearcfull of vnder- 
taking the office he impoſed vpon him, leaſt by this | 
meanes Gods glory ſhould be foiled in him. Nei-| 
ther did he altogether difſemble therein. But with- | 
all, there ſecretly lurked another matter beſide the | 
feare of himſelfe, namely the feare of Pharaoh, leaſt | 
hee would haue reuenged the <E2yprians quarrell 
vpon him. And therefore Godſecing that, ſaid vnto, 
' him 5 Ariſe Moſes, goe thy wates, they are dead that | 
| ſceke thy life. So when we defire that our children, or | 
others vnder our charge, ſhould thriue in godli- 
.nefle, this is a good delire, bur how often doe the 
eyes of our mindes looke a fquint at Gods glory 
| herein 3. 
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' [ herein; and(whatfacucr our own pretences and con- 


ceits, may be ) like Demetrius, pretending Diandes 
glory againſt Pauls doftrine,when yet it was his own 
gainc he more ſpecially intended , how often are we 
carried away with a reſpe&t of our ſelues, that we 
might reape ſome credit,in the good ſucceſſe of our 
labours? And therfore excellently the Apoſtle, pur- 
ging himſelte of this corruption, writeth thus vato 
the Corinthians. Now 1pray to God that ye do noentll. 
The Corinthians might obie&t. Thou thus prayeſt 
not ſo much for our good,as for the credit of thine 


| owne Miniſterie . The Apoſtle therefore by way of 


Poneny addes,yot that wee ſhonld ſeeme approucd, 
hauing aur labours thus bleiled: bur that ye ſhould do 
that which is honeſt, though we be as reprobates ;inan 
honeſt deſire of your owne good doe wee defire it , 


; without any reſpec ofourſclues. Againe, when the 


{ 
j 
| 
| 


| 


} 
{ 


| 
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children of God are humbled and caſt downe' in 
godly forrow for their ſmaller {innes, often vpon 
this occaſion the heart beginneth to conceiue 
thoughts of pride. O there are few that take notice 
of ſuch ſmall ſinnes, or are ſo touched for them, as 
I. And ſothetheete Pride, ſteales away our humili- 


tie, as it doth alſo all our other graces , it beingal- | 


moſt all one to be {imply proud as to be proud be- 
cauſe of our humilicy, to be vncleane,as to be proud 
becauſe of our chaititie, &c. | 
The fourth deceit of the hart in pratifing is, when 
it cauſeth vs roleapefrom one extreame to another, 
paſſing by the meane; as from Prodigality,to Coue- 
rouſneſle, from Couctouſneſle to Prodigality, skip- 
ping ouer liberaliry. In the former leape the coue- 
T 3 tous 


Ads 19.27, 


2 Cor.13.7. 


T V. Deceit, 
leaping from 
extreameto 
Cxtreame. 
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xr Cor.t.: 2, 


tous man hatha faire pretence: O why ſhould I waſt- 
fully miſpend Gods creatures? why ſhould I make 
my belly my God ? Bur whv doſt thou not rightly | 
vie Gods creatures? why doeft thou make thy mony 
thy God? The prodigall,latcly couerous, his colour 
is as good, why thould 1 make my ſeife a drudge to | 
my goods ? yea, and why ſhouldit thou make thy 
ſelfe a drudge to thy pleaſures? Inthe ſame kinde of 
deceit are {ſome brought from preſumption to del- | 
peratior,fiom chinking their innes are nothing, and 
that they can repent when they lift for them, ro 
thinke that they are greater then that ever they can 
repent or find mercy at Gods hands. By the like de- 
ceit are men come from to much honouring of 
Miaiſters, which was in Poperie, to too much con- 
cemning of them. As it was ip the C hutch of Co- 
rinth, fome would give roo much ro the Minilters, 
ſcruilely apprentiſing their iudgements vnto chem, 
Iam Pauls, Tam polloes. Another fort, to auorde 
thisextremitie onthe right hand, went as tarre out 
on the left, in the vtter reicQing of the miniſtery : 7 
am Chrij{s, | care not for any Miniſter, but wil be 
caught immediacely by Chriſt himſelte. And there- 
tore Paul after hee had refuted thoſe offt:nding in 
the exceſſe, lealt any through this dece.tiulneſle 
(hould decline roo mich to the defect, hee wilely 
qualifies the matter : Let a man yet thinke of vs as of 
the Miniſlers of Chriſt , and diſpoſers of the ſecrets of 
Ged.Lerro manthinkthat there is no way to avoid 
too much dignityirg the Miniſters, then too much 
vull.fying of them. This is like the husbandmans 
error, when in correing the crookedres of atwig, 
"8 he 
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hee writhes it too much the other way. A deans] 
thar befell the Fathers , who in their zealous deres | 
ſtation of hereſies, have in their diſputationsouer-| 
ſhot themſelues ſometimes, and gone too farre on 
the other fide. As Clemens was fo farre caried againft 
worſhip of images, that hee condemned the Artof 
painting. An example of deceit in this kinde wee 
haue in Peter , who for not ſuffering Chriſt to waſh 
his feet, hearing that fearefull anſwere,Ynlefſe Iwaſh | hl 3-9 
thee, tho haſt no part 7» mee, laſhed out preſently as | 
farre the other way, Lord not feet onely, but hands 
and head and all, But it was his tcete onely that; 
Chriſt would waſh, not his hands, or head. Sothe 

Corinthians , being reprehended for their remil- | 
neſſe , and careleſſe ouer-ſight in not puniſhing the | 
inceſtuous perſon, fellto ouer-rigorous ſeuerity , in 
not freeinghim from puniſhment, in not looſtng him | 


vpon his repentance.SoS. 4ufex confelſerh of him-|,,,..0..4. | 
ſelfe , that in his deſire ro auoid carnall delight in | .2;qna»ds a 
ſinging, he fell intothatextremity of ſeuerity, as to 7 f«llaciam 


1auc immodera- 


( 


= 


Theerrour intheprimitiue Church was,to magnifie »inia ſercritate, | 


. . . = . þ ! 
condemnealidelightfull melodie, tickling the care. ;;,; canens,erro BY 
vt melosomne | 
8 


the Apoſtles writings in contempt of their vocall | 


Hers veiim, 


and kis ſpeech is of zo value. The Papifts at this day: ; Cor 10 10, 


haue auoided this errour,by falling into the contra- | 
ric of aquancing the doarine which the Apoſtles 
ſay they, delivered by word of mouth, their vnwrit- | 
ten veriries,to the ſhamefull diſparagement oftheir 
written doctrine, And to conclude , how many of 
vs, through this deceit, have beene brought from 


cante/inarum 


| doArine. The letters, ſaidthefalle Apoſtles, concer-' ſnavinn ab au 
ning Paul,are fore and ſtrong : but his bodily preſence, "(*nomeivrema, 
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Popiſh ſuperſtirion to prophane 2nd irreligious A- 
theiſme?From the blinde zeale without knowledge, 
|to a colde and hartlefle knowledge withour zcale, 
from workes without faith, to faith without workes, 
from ſhaking off the yoke of that Romane tyrannic, 
to ſhake off the ſweet and cafie yoke of Chriſt to, 
and ſo to an ouer-licentious, and lawleſle diffolute- 
neſſe. From the leauing of Popiſh faſting, pennance, 
confeflion, ro the contempt of true Chriſtian faſt-. 
ing, repentance, confefhon, and from the errour of | 
the merit of good workes, toa ſhamefull negle of | 
them. Sothat wee did more good workes (I meane | 
outwardly in regard of the matter ) in Poperie, for 
| our owne glory, then now wee doe for Gods 
glory , though Gods glory ſhould be a 
tar more powerfull attraQtiue to 


good works then our owne, 
And thele bethe foure 
firſt deceits in' 
this kinde. 
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| Of eight mare aeceits in the ſame kinde. 
| | | 
| Y goe yet forwards in theſe deceits ; The fift is, | V. Deceit,ſli 
| © when our hearts cauſe vs to degenerate from —— 
' the meane,, tothe extreame , ſpecially that which | extreane. 
' hath greateſt reſemblance with the meane. Where 
| in our hearts deale with vs,asthe Diuel| would have | 
| dealt with our Sauiour, when vpon occaſion of his 
| ſtrongfaith in his Fathers prouidence,which hehad 
 ſhewed in reſiſting his firſt temptation, chuſing ra- 
| ther toliue by his faith in want of bread; then vpon 
| his motion to command the ſtones ro be made 
| bread, when, I ſay,vpon this occafion,he would haue 
; cunningly brought him on in his ſecond temprati- 
 on,to preſumprion,in caſting himſelfe downe head- 
| long fromthe top of thepinacle, as being an aQti- 
' on which would carie a greatcolour ofa very ſtrong | 
faith indeede, Peter having made a notable pro- 
 feſſion of his faith , Thow art the Chriſt, the Sonne of 
the liging God, and being therefore much commen- | 
ded by our Sauiour, preſently thereupon tooke oc- 
caſjon to fall from the true boldneſſe of faith, tothe 
ſawcineſſe of preſamption, in aduifing his Maſter to | 
declinerthe croſſe, whercuponthe ſalvation of all the | | 
cle& depended. So likewiſe from iuſt and lawful 
zeale, how eaſily through this deccitfulneſle, doe w 
{tray into blinde boldnefſe, and vnaduiſedneſſe ? as 
the common people of their owne heads throwing |- 
downe images,and the Browniſts as.they call them, | 
| in 


—_— —  ———— 


_ > —_ 
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| in ſeparating from our Churches; thelike was the 
zeale of Petey in drawing out his ſword, in his Ma- 
| ſters quarrell, and cutting off Malchies care: as allo 

| of two of his fellowes,calling down for firefrom hea- | 
| uen, to conſumerhe inhoſpirail Samaricanes. Inall' 
theſe zcale degenerated, and became like winertur- 

| ned into vinegar, Asallo in the [ſraclites, when they 
| were carried fo tarre in rheir zeale and indignation : 
againſt the Beniamires that they ſware raſhly they 
| would none of them giue any of their daughters to 
| wifeto a Beniamite. Soſhould a whole Tribe haue 
| periſhed, and the Church & Common-wealth have ! 
| beene weakened and impaired . What madneſle | 
was this in puniſhing others, ſo farre to execede, | 
that therein alſo we (hould puniſhour ſelues ? Like | 
the hands and other onward parts in the Parable, | 
which denying to miniſter food torke belly,becauſe 
as they ſaid it was'idle and Jazie while they labou- 
red,did thereby pine and conſume themſelues. And 
yet to this end the deceirfull hearts of the [ſraclites 
bring them vpon occaſion of their iuſt and Jawtull 
zeale, Socafily may the Diuetl caſt in his wilde-fire 
into this fire of zeale. Thus from the juſt reverence 
of holy men came in religious adoration; as we may 
ſee in the examples of Cornelins and lohn, rebuked | 
|by Peter,andthe Angell. So alſo, from godly forrow | 
' how caſily doe our deceitfull hearts carry vs toim- | 
' moderate and excefſiue penliueneſie ; from being | 
' Poore in ſpirit to be deſperate in ſpirit. As the Apo-! 
Atle ſheweth,admoniſhing the Corinthians,that they | 
| would comfort the inceſtuous ſinner , and releaſe 
him of his excommunication, leaſt he ſhould vpon | 
OCCa=: 
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occaſion of longer continuance in his ivft ſorrow, | 
be ſwallowed vp of deſpaire. For we are not ipnorant, | 
ſaics the Apoltic , of Sathans wites, namely how he 
laboureth ro bring vs from the tut meane to the ex- 
'cefſe. And as it is Sathans, fo alſo it is one of our 
owne liearrs deceits 3 his deceits, þy our conſenting 
being made ours,as I ſkewed inthe beginning. Thus 
from the iruc practiſe of mortification, in raming & 
keeping vnder our. flgſhly abjtinence , many have 
brought themſelues-to roo great an auſterity and. 
ſeuerity. Hence the whippingsand ſuch like exerci-| 
fes of the Papiſts. Hence the diſcipline that hath bin 
vſed in Monafteries, and the practiſe of ſome that 
would ncuer eatebut running, leaſt they ſhould feele 
ſome plcalure, and delight in eating. Timothy was 
caught inthis crrour when vnder the colour of abſti- | 
.nence,for the reproouing of the luxurious Epheſians, 
hee had {ofar macerated his body, thatthe Apoſtle 
was faine topreſcribe him Phificke. This may teach 
vs what an eyewehad neede haue ouer our fclues, 
cuen in the practiſe of the beſt things, becauſe no- 
thing morecaſle, by reaſon of the deceitſulneſſe of 
our harts,then to m:ixeſomething of rhe extreames 
with the meane 3 fo that wee can hardly be angry | 
without (inning, be:ceucwithout preſuming, repent 
without deſparing feare withour doubting, be mer- 
ry witaour vaine lightneſſe , be ſad without heauy 
and vnprofitable dumpithneſle 
The fixt deceit is, when we incroach vpon God 
in thoſe things wherein hee hath giuen vs ſome li- 
berty jn his word, going beyond the bounds he hach 
thereſetvs, God hath giuen vs liberty, yea indeede 
hath \ 


— —_ 
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2 Cor.2.!1, 


t Tim. 5.33. 


VI. Deceir,In. 
croaching in 
the vie of 


things layefull, 
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| hath impoſed a neceflity vpon vs toſecke the main- 
tenance of our owne credit and good name, that fo 
| wemight be the fitter inſtroments of glorifying him 
Confeſ,10.36. | in our ſeuerall callings, but herevpon, as S. 4uſters 
11aquencbi5 | hath well obſerued, through the deceitfulnes of our | 
June ſnne | hearts,wearedrawneon to defite,and delight inthe. 
quedam humane ; 2 , | 
jocietats efſicia | Jouethe reuerence,thepraiſe of men it ſelte, and to. 


neceſſarum eb 


ec timer; | Ke well enough of it to be loued and reuerenced 1 
ab hominibusgin- | not for Goas cauſe 5 but Even inGoas ſtead, But this | 
fat arserſarivs |) deceit is ſpecially in the vie of things indifferent as | 
—— cg meat, mirth, marriage, recreation, ſleepe, apparel, 

Ewze,v: dem | and ſuch like. Of all which, God indeed hath gran- 
anide col 21%) red vs the vie, yet not ſo, but hee hath confined vs 
wr. &.4»ei- | Within certaine limits, and as vnto the ſea, hath ſer 
tatetwagandium ys our bounds,ſaying: Thus farre ſhalt thou goe, and 
«6: nog _ ' yo farther. Now our.deceitfull hearts hauing once 
nam fallaciaf9- gotten this by the end, that ſuch and ſuch things 
nam hocart | are indifferent, and ſo may lawfully be done, thinke 
meri,nonpropter | they are then on a ſure ground , and ſo care not 
te, ſed prote. | how farre they laſh out; as though there wereno re- 
| ftraint in the vſe of things indifferent. And thus it is 
| ſtrange to ſee, howthat which is lawfull, drawes on 

that which is not conuenient , yea and what horri- 
| ble finnes are ſwallowed 'downe vnder the name of 
| things indifferent. Cometo a ſwiniſh Epicure, that 
; makes his belly his God, and tell him of his abuſe of 
; Gods creatures: hewill anſwer preſently, why ſtrai- 
en you myliberty in the vſeof the creatures which | 
| 


Chriſt hath purchaſed for me? Hath not God gjiuen | 


- 
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| vs wine tomake glad the heart > Yestomake glad : but 
| drunkenneſle and furfeiting makes it heauy, Take 
Luk 23.34. | heea;(aith our Sauiourdeaſt your hearts be made heauy 


with 


_—_——O— —  —— 


—__——— 
— 


The deceirfulnefe of mans heart. 


273 


' with ſurfetting aud drunkennefſe. Thus wee fee how 
eaſily our deceitfull hearts remoue the auncient 
| bounds ſer by God,which to doe, but with men, is a 
| deceit notto be ſuffered. And ſoirſteales on further, 
till ar length ir bring vs from Chriſtian libertie, to a 
' molt vacbriſtian hbertiniſme , and [1xarious licenti- 
ouſneſſe. Behold then heere a noble deceic, while 
men thinke they rake and vfe their libertie, indeed 
they looſe ir. For in the vſc of theſe things, wherein 
God hath made them free-men , they makethem- 
ſelues bond-men, being brought vnder the power of 
thoferthingswhich they vſe,as the Apoſtle elegantly 
| ſpeaketh. For rhey fo inthrall chemſelues to the luſt 
| of their ſenfes,and of their bellies, that though their 
| owne, and others deſtruQtion be ſometimes 1oyned 
| with the vſeof ſome of theſethings,they cannot yer 
forbeare. Which ſeemed co be the fault of ſome of 
the Corinthians,concring their intemperancie,and 


—— 


of their brethrens foukes, with the pretenceof Chri- 
| ſian liberty.So much the Apoſtle,nor obſcurely,in- 
| timares, when vnto that deceitfull objetion, 4// 
things are lawfull,be frameth this anſwere, Bur / will 
not be brought onaer the power of any thing. 1 will 
not make my ſclfe a ſlaue ro my belly, whoſe Lord 
I ſhould be. So alſo God hath giuen vs liberty to 
deale in the world,and worldly occafions. Bur here, 
an inch being given , wee take an ell, rufhing our 
ſelves ouer head and cares in them, to thepreiudice 
| of faith in Godsprouidence, and of the exerciſes of | 

piety. So God hath giuen this liberty ro-his Mini- 


Pro.23.10, 


loueof their bellte, , whereby they hazarded ſome | 


ters, to rake of their flockes ſufficient maintenance 
| | He 


t Cor,6.12, 


Wt - 3 55, 
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In epiſÞ. Conce- 
ditur tibi vi de 

| altari viuas,nomn: 
vt de altars 
luxwarieris, 


Conſeſ.to.31. 


Crafula nonnun. 


quam ſubrepit 


ſeruo {u9, 


Clem, 


VII. Dcceir. 
Ivſteling our 
| a greater good 


by alefle. 


He chart attends vpon the altar,may liue ofthe altar, 
But Bernard obſerued it , inſome of his time, that 
thence tooke occaſion to riot, and ruffle it our vp- 
on the altar, though yet the Scripture ſaith not the 
Miniſter may luxuriouſly lauiſhir, but onely liue of 
the Altar. The Scripture alſo permits feaſting and 
merry-making. But how cafily heere doe wee ouer- 
ſhoore our {clues? nor onely the common fort in 
| their quaffings, carouſing healths , and ſcurrilous 


- | mirth, bur euen the better ſort alſo exceeding the 


bounds of moderation. Auſten confeſleth his errour 
here. Lord, ſaith he, drankenneſſe is farrefrom mee 3 
let it not once come neere me : As for gluttony it ſteales 
(ometimes vpon thy ſernant. Ipray thee remoone it far 
from mee. But whois there that ſornetimes is not car- 
ried away beyond the meaſure of temperancy ? Thus 
parents, becauſe ofthe lawfulnefſe of naturall affe&i- 
ons, fall ro cockering of their children. In alltheſe 


ſclues,as ob was of his children in feaſting, For here 
the deceit is ſo much the more ecaſie, by how much 
our {uſpition of/it is the leſle , preſuming vpon the 
lawfulneſſe.. Butwee muſt oppoſe to this-deceit that 
ofche Apoſile; 4/lrhings are lawfall,but all things are 
not expedient. Circumſtances of time, place, per- 


thing that he may not. 
The /exenth deceit is, when vpon ſome care of do- 
| inga leſſe good, wee iuſtleut the greater, and thar 


by 


and ſuch like caſes, wee muſt be as icalous of our | 


ſons muſt þe confidered. Otherwiſe that ſaying is | 
true. Hee that will dos all lawfull things, all that hee | 
may, will quickly come to doe vnlawfull things, forc-| 


| oltentimes when it is moſt ſeaſonable. Martha was, 
thus: 


— 
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thus decciued, when her care of performing one 
good durie, in giuing the beſt, and moſt reſpeAfull 
intertainment to Chriſt ſhee could, detained her 
from the hearing of che word, a matter of fargrea- 
iter moment. Thus many that read nor all che weeke 
long, knowing yet that reading is a duty comman- 
;ded by God, will therefore be reading of the 
' Scriptures in the ſermon time, atthe Church. Some 
{alſoareat home in their priuate prayers and medi- 
cations,when the Church is aſſembled rogerher,and 
wich priuate ſeruice exclude the publique. Others 
in hearing of the word, while they minde the me- 
chod, and order of the preacher , and matters of 
knowledge, they negle that which concernes affe- 
ion. And diners ſuch like. Heere remember, that 
howſocuer in cuill things, that rulg be falſe , of exits 
chooſe the leaſt , yet in good things the contracie is 
rue: Of goods chooſe the greateſt. | 


good ſeruice toGod, we therevpdh take occalion to 
bethe more carelefle and ſecure, Like boyes, who 
after they hane followed their bookes hard in the 
ſchoole,thmk then they arepriuiledged roſport and 
play reakes. Sois it with vs, Vee may ealily feele 
this diſpoſition in our fclues , to be ready topleaſe 
our {clues in vnlawfull liberties, when we haue plea- 
ſed the Lord in lawfull duties. VVe may ſec itin'70- 
4b, after his embaſſagefaithfully diſcharged to the 


Lord : and in Ezekiah,after hisnorable ſeruice, both 
{of praier inſicknelle; and of thankſgiving after deli. 
yerance,fowly ouerſbooring himſclfc ina vaine.o- 

1: ſtearation 


The ezght deceit is, when hauing performed fome 


Niniuites, breaking foorth into anger againſt the | 


VI11Decci, } 
Atter good 
ſucceflero 
grow ſceure, 


— 
» 
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Rentation of his treaſures to the Babilonifh Embal-. | 
ſadour. Therefore after a lightninggtakeheede of a 
\foyle. Neuer have we greater cauſe to tremble,then | 
| after wee haue well acquitted our ſclues inthe per-| 
formance of ſome good duty. Then will our harrs be | 
ſecking of vnlawtull liberty,8 offcing to ſteale away 
| from God, that aſter their paines in his ſervice they 
mightrefreſh them(ſelues with ſome pleaſure of (in, 
I X-Deceit, The ninth deceit is, when the fleſh doth peruerſly 
The fleſhes | {mitatethe ipiritin vs; when,as the Diuell tranſfor- 
—_— "*" |meth himſcifeinto an Angell of lighr,ſo our fleſhly | 
ſpirit. and corrupt harts into the ſimilitude of fpirituall, & 
renewed. How is this? Specially in the railing vp of 
| many good and holy motions,meditations, defires, 
_ |&affeRijonsinour minds. For example, otherwhile 
| in prater, or in hegring of the word, there come into 
| our minds ſuch and ſuch thoughts , and good pur- 
| poſes of doing this or that good worke; fomerimes 
alſo many good affeQions, as of priete for our fins, 
and ſuch like,which yetare nothing to our preſent, 
either praying or hearing. Here our deceitful harts 
will be ready to thinketheſe come from theſpirit of 
grace; butthte trueth is they come from our owne 
carnall hearts, and the Diuell together, both mutu- 
| | ally conſpiring to decciue vs. Forthe Spiritof God 
Y hath no ſuch office todraw away mens minds from 
hearing the word. No, it openeththe heart, it boa- 
reth through the cares thereof, and maketh vs to #t» 
tend.Sothe ſpiritof God hath noſuch office: neither 
as to trouble mens mindes in prajer with thoughts 
impertinent. No, the ſpirit is theſpirit of prajer,and | | 
chaſerh away all ſtragling, thoughts ;! and. keeperh 
our 


| 


Ni 


— 
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Opr mindes ſteddy, and attentiuein praicr. There- | 
fore aſſure chy ſelfe , heere is noble iugling. Theſe 
choughts ſuggeſted, though in themſelues Divine, 
yet the ſpirit that ſuggeſts them in this faſhion , is 
not divine,burfleſhly, or diabolicall * 
Thezenth deceit is, when in temptationour hearts |X. Deceir, 
betray vs, like 1#deſes, intothe diucls hands. If one _— 
living familiarly with vs, ſs that wee repoſed ſome | 
truſt in him,ſhould yet,walking abroad with vs,and 
ſceing ſome enemy come to offer violence, runne 
away from vs, would we not account him a deceit- 
full perſon ? much more if hee ſhould conſpirewith 
che enemy , and take his part againft vs. So is it 
heere with our hearts, thatlye continually'in our | 
boſomes, and pretend great kindneſſe, and friend- | 
ſhip , no ſooner yet can the Dinell ſer vpn vs with 
any temptation, but they forſake vs, yea they deli- 
ner vs vp into his hands. Herein dealing with vs as | 
the falſe hearted men of XKeilah would haue done 
with Dav:;d. As Danid miſtruſted them,ſo ſhould we 
| theſe hearts. Ve necede not toaske the queſtion, as Ee 
Daxiddidof the men of Keileh 3j/1ill they deljuervs ? | 1 Sm 24urt. 
Wee may affbre our' ſelues they will. Such is 'the | 
depthof rheir falſhood.” 1udah when he went out in 
| the morning to the ſheepe-ſhearing , had no ſuch 
purpole, as to commir inceſt with Thamar,' but yet 
for al|rhar being rempred , ſee how his owne hearr 
deceived him, -and gaue him the flip, yea thrufi 
him into:the hands of the-tempration. And alas ! 
who fees not this falſenefle of his owne heart, yea 
eventhen when wee goe forth into. the world with a 
purpoſe againſt ſuch and ſuch fines ? yet no ſooner 
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X1. Deccit, by 
minding fu. 
ture good to 
negleR pre- 
ſcar... 


t Sam.10.7, 


Verſe 3 


X IT. Deceit, 
. | Perking of the 
Handmaid 2» 


bore the Mi- 


| 


| ceit of our heartis likethe practiſe of Tobiah, and| 


on it ſhould wait, as a handmaide on her 1 


| vncercainties. Thouhaſt certainty of that which is | 


| thou art wholly vncertaine, thou knoweſt not whe- 


arcthe leaſt ciſing and tempting occaſions offergd 
to our cies, cares,or other ſenſes, but we are caught 
preſently. | 


. The eleventh: deceit is-by holding vs occupied in ) 


\ thinking of ſome good thing rocome;ita make vs 
] negleQ our preſent duty. Here we-ſhould remem- 
] ber that ſaying of Sawvel to Sal, hen this (hall | 
| come to paſſe namely thy kingdome, doe that which 


comes next hand. It is a folly to leauecertaintics for | 


preſent, If thou wilt Iay hold vpon the preſent oc- 
caſion thou maiſt. Bur as for that which isto come, 


ther there will cuer be any occaſion of good for thee | 
to lay hold of or no. Herein mee thinkes: the de-! 


Sanhallat againſt Nebermiab,whowould have drawne 
him away from the repairing of thecitie by calling 
him'to conference. and. conſulcation; with 'them<| 
ſclues; ſo our haxts oc often divert vs fromthe pro- 
ſecution:of many: good purpoſes, by caſting other | 
odde.impertinent.matters in our way, like as.ina | 
caſe farre-valike, the Philiſlimcs diverted Saul from 
the purſyit of David,'or as the Foxe diuerts the 
huntſman ſometimes from following the Hare. Bur 
inthis caſe we muſtbewiſeto anſwer pur hearts,, as 
Nehemiah &id his crafty aduerſayies; 1 bawe s great 
worke to doczand Icannot come downe.: why ſpoutd the 
workeceaſe, while I leave it, and comet9 3082 : 1... 
_ The twelfe deceit is, when admittance being got- | 
ten for ſomthing, becauſe of ſome atber thing wher= 
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yet this hand-aide beginneth to perke aboue her | 
Miſtreſſe,and to incroach and vſurpe vpon the chie- | 
feſt place. 4#»/icx ſhewes this deceit in himlelte, in | | 
his ſenſuall delighring in ſinging ofPſalmes, in re= | 
gard of the ſmcetneſſe of the ſound , and content- | 
ment of his cares therein, Of which he thus writeth. TCONT 
But oftentimes the delight of mine eare deceineth mee, Coofefſ 9.34, 
whiles ſenſe does not ſo follow reaſon , that it canpati=| 7; | 
enth endare to come behinde it, but hazing gotten to be ee falie, dum 
rectiued enely becauſe efit, would therefore goe before | "<tonm ſencua 
and haut the chiefety. So 1 ſinne in theſe things, not | tur, v2 patiente 
perceiving zt: but afterward 1 perceine it. The na- | !oferior firiſed 


rurall delight in ſinging of- Plalmes is lawfull, ific == 


be ſubordinate, and ſubſeruienr to the ſpirituall de- | meruit admitts, | 
light in the marterit ſelfe, Buthere was Auſens de- | 70 Precvreere | 
ceit,that the natural/ delight in the ſound, did oucr- |1ur. 1tein bis 
top the ſpiritual delight in the ſubſtance of the |» /entiencgevr, | 
Plalme. Soit is lawfull to delight in thewitty ſpee- 
hes thatare inSermons ; ſowe vie this our delight | 
in the w#/,toconfirme our delight inthe grace of the | 
lame ſpeeches. Buthere is the deceitfulneſſe of our 
hearts, that our affetion tothe wit is farre more in 
tenſe thento the grace, and thatinaffeQting the wit 
of a Sermon, wee feele' our affetion to the grace 
ſomething flaked and: cooled. This is as if one who 
ts welcome ro aplace , onely becauſe hee is in n 
| company ,'and comes '2s'my ſhadow , ſhould yer 
after hee werereceiued into the Houſe for my lake, E - 
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he may haucall the welcome, and kinde emtertaine: 
WP 7 , | , 7 2 V 2 D320 EV -CHier, ; 
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BR © 
Of che deceit of our affettions in general, 


Deceir of affe- |S wee haue ſpoken of that deceitfulneſſe 
© — of heart, which isi99#:4 in the minde,and atfe- 
Qions : it remaineth now chat we ſpeake of the de- 
ccirfulneſle of the affeQions, by thewſelnes. Where 
_ | firſt weewill ſpeake of their deceit in general , and 
| then ſecondly in ſpecialiof the deceit of ſome ſpeci- 
| all afeions. | 
a The deccit of the affeRions in generall , ſhewes 

it ſclfein two things. | | 
2. Variablenes. | 1. Inthat they are of ſovariable& mutable a dif- 
poſition,thatthe face ofthe heauens isnor ſo diuers, 
nor the ſea or weather ſo inconſtant, nor the Came- 
lion ſo changeable, as they. Nothing isthere ſo vn- 
flaied,norhing fo vneertaine; not only changed this | 
day from yeſterday;but this houre,yea,this moment 
| from the former, Hence that of Salomon; No man 
Xccl.g; 1, inter- | knoweth louc or hatred, that is, as 1wnius expounds 
|proted. it.the thing either he loues,or hates, by reaſon of this 
fickleneſſe of our ſo eafily alterable affeRions.VVho 
would have thought that 4m»mens ſo hot affefi- 
[ons to his Siſter, could everhaue-beene cooled? 
Yer, for allthat, preſently after-his luſt was ſatisfied, 
his hatred of her excecded his former love. Who 
would haue thought that the lewes, that cried Ho- 
ſans to Chriſt, would after hauecritd ſo ſoone,ors- 
cifie;ermeifie Who would havethought the «gyp- 
tiansſodefirous of the liraclites departure,thatthey | 


cuen 
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| none.ſo penſiue or perplexed as he. 
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eucenwocd them-tobe gone, by giving them their | 
precious iewels, ſhould yet within fo tew houres, 
on the ſuddainc runne afterthem, to recouer them 
againe into their hands as before. So for ioy and 
forrow wee may ſee the like varieties and changes. 
Jonas that today is the onely merry man, while the 
gourd flouriſheth, to morrow when it periſheth , 


. This deccit of our affeQions is moſt dangerous 
in the matrers of religion; when wee begin to waxe 
cold, having been once zealous, and to care vp that 
zcale,of Gods houſe, which was wont to eate vÞ VS. Rene:z. 45 
Thus was it with Epheſus , charged by Chriſt with 
the Joſe of her firſt lone; and with the Galathians, 
that at the firſt were ſo fervent in their affeions , 
that they could haue tound in their hearts to haue | Gal.4.15. 
plucked out their cies for him; yer afcerward were 
more ready to plucke out his eyes. Thus alfo fared 
it with the Iewes, who at the firſt followed , and 
flacked after the Baptift, and reioiced in his light, 
but yer for 4 ſeaſon oncly.: John quickly grew ſtale ro 
the, and as our Sauiour infinuates, no more ac- 
* counted of, then a reede ſhakers with the winde., And | Mat.11.7, 

would to God the caſe were nor alike wth roo ma- 
ny in thcſe ourdaies.-- 3.0 901121 


Iohn 5-35. 


_ The ſecond thing wherein our affe&tions ſhew | »- Corropting 
themſclues &eceitfull, is the blinding , and cor- |** de 
rupting of our judgement; 1 Theſe are or Eves, 

that, doe deceiye.vs;: Adam, ſaith the Apoftle; a | Tim.2.14, 
0 decered,. that-is, Jomuch by his 'iudgement, | 
(thovgh alſo bythac too) as bythis affeious to his 
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yifc, which atlength blinded his ivdgemerit! Trac | 
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Peritasdocendo 
ſuadet, non 


ſua dends docet. 
| : 


. | {wades iudgement. Vee foe how-our affeRtions to | 


 ſerued by Tertallien, firft roperfwade,then to teach ; 
| firſt to worke vpon mens affeQions, and to gaine 
_ | ſome intereft in their hearrs , then afterward to [a- 


| Miftreſſe by the Maide : Whereas the truth con- 


it is, our judgements ſhould gouerne our affeQi- 
ons. as Adam (hould haue done Eves, yer thus it 
fallech our, that affection ouer-rules, and over-pet- 


our children, kinred, and ſpeciall friends, dotofren 
dazle our cies, that we maintaineerrour and wrong. 
As Barnabas may ſeeme to have done againſt Pas/ 
in his ſo ſtiffe ſtanding out againft him in the caſe 
of Marke, who was his kinfman, as appeares, Colefſ. 
4- 10. How often haue errours beene entertained 
becauſe of our affgtions to thoſe that bring and 
broach them ? Hence thar fetch of heretiques, vb- 


bour the vnderſtanding thus prepared, to wooethe | 


trarily doth perſwade by reaching , not reach by 
perſwading. Contrarily many wholeſome truths 
have beene diſtaſted, onely by reaſon of the preiu- 
dice which our naughty affeions haue conceived 
againſt the teackers 5 As in the example of Ahab, 
refuſing Micaiahs prophefie. Againe, whats the rea- 
ſon, that ſo many. wife and learned men in the 
Church of Romehaue beene, and ftill are fo groſly 
ſeduced with ſuch foppifh, and ſenſeleſſe errours ? 
Even this their owne affeQion to gaine and glory , 
and thoſe other alluring gifts , which that firum- 
pethath.in her hand, which they cannor recciue,, 
vnleſle they firſt rake her poyſoned cup and 'drinke 
thercof. Reward blindeth the eyes of the wiſe; that is, 


e 


] ourcorrupt affection towards reward.' Whenonce 
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the affcQion is fer vpon againe, then preſently gaine| 
is godlineſſe; and if athing be gainfull,then though| 
-neuer ſo vile, it ſhall be coloured over as good and 
lawfull. Our affe&ions when they would have a 
thing , ſharpen our wits and ſer” them on worke 


biccer; ſa when the iudgement is diftempered by 


of thgle corrupt luſts , that they ſubs againſt: che 
ſane, yeaeven the principall part thereof, the Vn- 
 derflandiog; . by. making it ſeruilely to frame ir 
iudgeient to their defive. VVee ordinarily ſee the 
deecit of our affections in naturall things. Fathers 
thinke their owne children the: wiſeſt, and the fai- 
reſt : $0; lovers: their loues. The Ape thinkerh his 


faire and beavtiful; Afſurcdly thele affeions of 
ours.are no leſle deccirfull i thiogs ſpirituall. The 
viteſt deformities, if once they be affetions dar- 
lings,:ſball beaccqunted: comely amnameuts, Let 
ethers ſay-whar theywill, The affeRions haueraken 


to deuiſe arguments to ſerue their turne. But ſu- | 
ſpe wee alwaies our judgements (though: they | 
may ſceme neuer fo well fortified with reaſons) in | 
thoſe. caſes wherein our affections arc: intereſled. | 
Surely our affeions will plead mightily, and deale | 
craftily., raiſing vp fogges and miſtes before our | 
cyes , andferting falſe colours vpan things. to de- | 
coive vs..;Looke how in a greene. glaſſe ail things | 
ſeeme greene , and as to. an aguiſh taſteal) chings | 


affeition, all things ſball be: iudged of according to. | 
| che pleaſure of affattian. Therefore Peter well faies, | 


anne brats, though: vely and--miſhapen, re be | 


captiue the wadecfanding, and Dalzlab hath lulled | 
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Speciall. 


1. Loue, 
Tae deccit, 


The diſcouery 
thereof. 
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| elſe, as the Diuellobſerued, Skixne for shinne, and 
all that a man hath, will he pine for his :tsfe. Now the 


nocyes. Somuch for the deorir of alfeftions in ge> 
we. Ts Roo 
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Of the deceirfulneſſe of Lone, Anger, lon, | 


\ [Ow to come to the deceit of ſome particular | 
affections. And-firſtto begin with Lone. 

I. Thedeceit of the affe&ion of louc js, when we 
thipke we loue mens perſons,as theyare Gods crea-|: 
tures in_4daw, andhis inew creatures. in-C rift; 
when yet.indeed weloue not their perſons, but their | 
riches, honours, reputation in the world, and ſuch 

likeadioxmisof their perions..hylouing bf out ſelues, 
weepreferre our perſons before our goods; or ought: 


lawis, Thea ſhalt lowzirby zeibbour as thy feife. Ard 
ſo wee ſhould loue him/and not his: But quire con- 
trary is it. with many of 'vs/in'the loving of others. 
We preferre their purſes and portions, beforetheir'| 
perſons, VVharſocurt we may'petſwadeourfelues;| 
the truth is, ' that-wee Joue: ſpecially in them theſe]. 
outward things, and know them according to'the| 


fleſh. 'The dilcouerie of this deceit is inthe change 
ofcſtate.; i ;- | :. + O03 55000 Wo <0( HTO I NG 0238 
+2. When richesare'turned intopouerty; honour 
intoignominic 3 if then wee leaue our friend ,' it is 
euident weeloued 'nothis perſon before. For thatiis 


\ fill zhe ſame, his piery, his partsare the ſune/chat|; 


when), 


I>- 


The nina vent | 


whenheewas rich: happlly thore.'When che corne | 
is ſpent; the Rarres Gas the Bzrne; and yer che 
roome is the fame; Ima mob then the roome they. 
loved.. H 
louero our iSauiour ;:that hee! forlobke' him norton 
the Crofle; as his jelowes did, For indecde Chriſt 
was the ſame: on the:Crofle , -that i = the Pulpit, in 
the Temple; Chriſt futfevirg, was the fame, 'thix he 
was working mirdcles; Þhuts was thedcreitfull ploue 
of many prefcfioursar Rome towards Pu diſcouc- 
red inthat theyſtoodnot t6 him when hee was con- 
uented:before- Nero; Herrin allo app fome 
vaſaungncſk.in /ebs wife her: Joue; when'ft ebepati 
ro loath.him.becauſe' of his: boytes! and borches. 
If ſbe had loued his gracey hotchie Tob-and prove lob 
was a5'graciqns; avibage Job;:and rieh-1ob. The like 
may beſaid oftheislone, «ho depending vponhim 


his falle:.*. 

c3 $6; When alfa ous! _ js ongedfiom worſe 
64 better; heere alſo-15:2 difconcry of *deceirfull 
lous. For-as:in the formerich ange vnſound foue will 
| rurne into barred; fo in this into enrie;: Heete was 


the diſcovery af-Szzis falſe heart to Danid;, when 


ſcemingto lone himdecrely,andintirdy before; he 
could not yet endure-him, when hee ſawhim grow 
greater then himfelfe, and heard his tex thouſands 
and -butihss one 4honſends; 'And here: was anota- 
ble triall of the ſincerity of enathansloue to Danid, 

when for all hee ;knew hee was to be preferd ts the 
kingdome , and the:onely man to puthim by that 
> 2: yer ſtill hee continued: conſtantiin love: | 
Whereas, 
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if gr yy ret uſt Giſpiſed him in 
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, | Toh,rg-1- 


| Tob 6.1 s, 
Lament.1.2. 
2 Tim. 4.16 


| Pal. 146-44 


Whereas, ifhoc had laved him onely for ourward 
reſpeRs , 2s becauſe of the {imilitude of their dif 

itjans,that he was a.manof-a Martiall ſpirit,and 
not chicfly. far his- picty , hee could nor but vpon 


this 10n, haue moſt bieterly hared him. This 


muſt teach vs in loving others ro-examine our oxno 
hearts , what it is wee loue in-them 3 whether che 
images? God, or the deceiucable (hadowes of the 
world., And thoſe that have much }oue, and many 
fciends , muſt learne wiſedome not to take all for 
friends that pretend affeQion. And becauſe the 
hearrof man is rhas;deceiefull in loue, asin nothing 
more, it muſtteack vs inthe multitude of greareſt 
and ſirongels friends ts flye vnto Gad,and tomake 
his love our chicteſt ayes: His loue.] ſay, which is 
without deccit,,. without repentanee, without the 
leaſt ſhadow of turning, For whow bee once loves, 
bee lowes 19: the end. Mans loue is often deceirfull, 
that wee may iuſtly complaine with 7ob, Aly friends 
haze deceined me 45.4 broeke: and withthe Church in 
the Lamentations, Ay lauers fland farre off from me : 
and with Paul; of have forſoeke me. Leane not then 
on. this broken ſtaffe. Secure not thy ſelfe, no-not 
in. the fauqur of Princes. Truſt not-inrhem, faith 
che Plalmiſt, becauſe they are mortal , anditheir 


| breath is in their noſthrils. Much more then may 1 


ſay, rruftnot in their louce, becauſetheir louc is wor- 
tell, and may quickly rurne into morrall: hatred. 
Their Joye may die before themfelues 3 rhey may 
furuiue their loue, breathing our their loue, before 
their breath. So much forlouc. $40G 2 1 


3 Aﬀecon is Auger-and haired ,an-cawere-: 
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rate anger. The deceit is, when wee thinke we hare 
mens linnes, when indeede it is their petſons, and 


decde it is for ſome injury done to Gur felues. For. 
ſoit is that Gods cauſe, and our owne, often mocte 
| rogether, And wherein wee arc wronged, thetein 
| alfo is God. Now hence by reaſon of this compa- 
ny, and \concurrence of Gods cauſe and our owne, 
wee are very apts and ready to deceiue our ſelues ; 
thinking out anger is dirctted againſt the diſho- 
nourof God, whereas in truth, it hath reference 
onely to that which-is but an appurrenatce , and 
hang-by thereto, natnely out owne offence, | 

The diſcouery therefore of this deceit is. 

1. In the partition of Gods cauſe, and out owne. 
Let vs marke how wee are affe&ed , either when 
God is difhonoured without our injuric, oft wee} 
injured without any great impeachment of Gods 
honour, Now if wee can be as hot as toſtes in 6ur 
owne priuate injuries, where Gods glory is tjot cal-} 
led in queſtion, and yet as e1d-as Ice when moſt 
diſhonourable indignities are offered tothe Lord, 
| without any touch of our ſelues z then it is euident , 
that in thoſe cafes, where Gods cauſe and our owne 
| are joyned together , out anger was onely for gur 
owne, not for Gods. VVhen our ſervants or chil- 
dren haue negle&ed their duty to vs, there is iuft | 
caufe of anger. For Gods commandement is bro- 
ken by them. Bur deceiue not thy felfe; when vn- 
der this pretence thou letteſt looſethe bridlets thy 


that weeare angry for ſinne againſt God, when in- | 


The deceit, 


thereof, 


rage. For how often haſt thou thy ſelfe failed fatre; 
morein thy dury ro God? trow often haſt thou ſeen 


The diſcouery 


FROM 


| thy children; and: ſeruants diſhonoux the Name of 


| breakes thetworables in picces,&c. A meekelambe 
in his owne iniury-:;, A fierce Lion in Gods, . Here 
. was pureanger, freefrom guile and gall. 


| had.cauſe to be. offended. For Nabals chirliſh-vn-.| 
| Hhankefulnelle was odious to God. Yet, Ma Was 
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the Lord' many waies, and yet waſt-ncuer halfe {0 
angry ? Heere was the triall of Moſes his anger. 
When thepeople-murgmured, and when XK9r4h ic> 
belled againſt him, herewas juſt cauſe of anger. Bur 
here Gods cauſe and his owne were coupled. Let 
vs therefore marke Moſes his behauiour, when they 
were fingled, Numb. 12, Agron and Aiiriam offer 
him a priuate injury. It is ſaid his mcckeneſſe was 
ſuch that he gauethem nota word. Againe Exod, 
32. the peoplc had fallen to idolatry, and had made 
a calfe,and 4arez had his handtherein, Here Gods 
quarrel] was ſeuered from his owne, And.how cas | - 
ries he himſelfe here, Hee ſpares neither 4ar9y;nor 
the people, but in a godly fir of zeale takes on, 


2. If our anger be properly ; yay linne, then it 
will keepe vs from finning grolly in being angry. 
For whar'likelihood is there, ghathce is truly angry 
againſt ſinne, that commits. a greater finne in his 
anger, then the finne whereat hee is angry? Thus 
many are anery for ſmall offences, which indeede |* 
areſfinnes alſo againſt God: but intheir anger they 
are ſo-diſtempered , that they breake out into.cur- | 
ſing, raging, rayling, $:c. which are farre.greater | 
ſinnes, then that wherewnh they are. diſcanzens, 

Here was Davids anger againſt Nabel dilcouered tor! 
befauky. He might happily perſwade himſclſhee/ 


not!! 
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not ir whicli-ahgred David. Bor then how came i 


conceiue a blondy putpoſeof murther ? 'Grace be- 
gets nor finne, biit holds backe froin ſinne; Grace is 
| ncucra paire of bellowes to blow vp in'vi the fire of 
| corruption'; foas is ofreh our anger. Arid therefore 
ourangerthen is notof grace, bur of corruprion. 

3. Holy anger, that is conceived againſt finne , 
doth not anything vnftc vs for duties wee owe ei- 
ther God or man'; no not that man with whom 
wee are angry. As Moſes was angry with the Iirac- 
lites, and chide them ſharpely, yet withall praied 
for them heartily. As when our children, throggh 
cheir owne fault, have got ſome fickneſſe , for a)l our 
angry ſpeeches, wee goe to the Phyſirian for them. 
Chriſt, when hee was angry with the Phatiſes, at 
the ſame time mourned for their finne. Jenachen 
was angry with his farherfor vowing Da#ids death :' 
yet his anger made him' ſpeake nothing vnbelſee- | 


— 


ofa Subic& to his Soucraigne. Anger againſt finne 
is alwaics joyned with loue of the firmer. Sincere 
anger is a /owing anger, a dewonr anger. It firs a 
man for the diities of Joue to men, of detiotionto 
God. This anger is a wherſtone to Prayer, and by 
helpe of ir , chou ſhalt pray betcer then before. If 
thenthine anger ſodiſgdiſe'rhee and pur thee out | 
offrame , that thoij'canit nox cell, cicher how to | 
pray to God, or looke, or ſpeake louingly toman, 
not onely the perſon angring thee,” but ſcatce any 
other, it is a conuition ofthe; dectitfulneſſe of thy 


ro paſſe that his anger'proucked him to ſeare to| 


ming the duty, either of a Sonne to his Father, or | | 
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Diſcovery. 
{ 


2, Dcceit. 


Diſceuery. 


[yy Jumpilhnes,andvnwillingpesto Gods ſervice. - 


17'S AfﬀcQion is coy. EOESEY BETTE 


deceit... When we thinks,we reioyce in Gods au, 
ward benefxs. onely as pledges of his loue,, -when 
indeedewe reioyce more inthe benefits themlglues, 
then iq the BenefaQor.; . ; -..,1c;; 


| Thediſcovery is, 1. By.our droyping, and deie- 
tion vnder the Croſle. If it had becn Gods fauour 
onely wee had reioycedin, in our proſperitic, why 
then is.the copie of our.countenance changed ? for 
} Gods fquor is ſtil theſamero his inafliction, which 
in prof) perity,haply. greater. 

| | 2. Bythe effec ofour ioy, which is the ſadding 
3nd grieving of Gods ſpirit. Vhence arileth a hea- 


| 2, Deceit is ,, when wee thinkeweereioycein-the 
graces of Gods Spirit in our brethren, for them- 
{clues, when wee reioyce in them onely as they are 
(ome way beneficial co our ſelucs ; as in the marter- 
0 liberaiy Herethe rria}js , to warke whether. 
'weeretoyceas much in other graces, which arenot- 
ſo proficable to vs ,, or in the ſamegraces, whenir 
fatk our-thar they are profitable.co others, nort-to 


our ſelues. Excellently, Paul.to, Philemon. We bang 
great ion in thy loue.For by ther Brother(not my,but) 


the Saints bowels arerere bed, Many rcioyce onely 
in that loue which refreſheth their owne Howels. 
| Which-is. indeede to reioyce rather in their owne | 
prom , then in the grace of Gog ic ſelfe. For, thas 
ove which refielberb other Saints bowels , and 
not mine, js louc,. as well as that, which refreſherh 
| mine. If I reioyce in loue, becauſe it is loue,,. by- 
cauſe it is grace, I ſhall reioyce aswell inthe one,as; - 
PREP in 


— 


_— a -- 
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EG 


| aMiQtions, andreprouethem for-theif'carnall ſor- 


| , t When vporr the 


in the other, Yeand when chi grace is beneficial 
to-vs, rather yer:in his benefit whoſeit is;bectuſe'of 
the fruit furthering hivowno reokoning, hl we re- 
toycethen in our onne. $9991 

ef) 10 $7901 41 
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Cn A Pe . XV.) 


aN 4 Confidence, Ds 


Iv. . \ Ffe&tion is 6 ſabre. Whazeqhere i is 4 two- 

' fold. deccic; :1x. i VWhen:! worldly” {oirow 
Grondess it ſelfe vnder the councenante 'of Godly 
vexation of humiliation. Come to many in their 


row; and their. anſwere is ready wher-Godshang 
is goneout againſt -vs forour ſhares hou} wee Het 
be humbled ? yes, for your finne>Burloe the! 'de- 


ſter not:thine' owne fare;;: You piticue: ob 

puniſhment, becauſcoftthe Gn foing it: bit 

at the ſinne,becauſcofthe PInNg its 
The diſcaucry-of this deceit; is | 


wee are:cheered-preſcntly'; 
guilt and: filch. of our-:finne :fticke in” our 'confei- 
ence, Like as the fooliſh:-doy-is glaqwhen the; 
ſmarting plaiſterivoff;; though'his ſoreftil] remaine] 


ceirfulneſſe of your-heart: Jt is the” puniſlniene | 
that gricues you, not the'ſinne z the Surgions es | 


| : 
} 


of redneſs af Cory Ve ow; wi Defoe gi — | 
if enng 


| 


Fe pda 


| vnhealed, VVhereazifirwere the finne that youu 0 


_ 


4. Sorrove, 


Deceit > 4 


— 
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| vs, our griefe, together withourſinne, ſhouldout. ' 
laſt the puniſbment. But if.once wee haue any eaſe | 
of our puniſhment , wee giue over our forrowing | 
forthwith. VVhich ſhewes that with thoſe lewes ; 
we mourne onely for our corneand otle &c. 

2 Diſcovery is by the propertic of godly ſor- 
row , which is to make a man freſh, andnimble in 
his ſpirits for prayer, and other good duties. 
Whereas worldly ſorrow lies heauy like lead, vpon 
a mans heart, and will. make a man ſleepe ſooner | 
then pray ; as in lexas {lceeping inthe middeſi of a 
terrible tempeſt , which drove ecuen the prophane 
| Maxiners to prayer. 5 and in the Diſciples, who be-! 
| ing-poſſeſied.wich: worldly forrow', were ricither a- 

ble to watch. ane houre with'Chriſt in prayer,nor 
fit ro heare- that doQrine which Chrift otherwiſe 
| was ready $0 have taught them. For ſo our Saui- 
Ioh.16.12, | Our told them #17 hae many: things: ts ſay vuro you: 

ut 196.47 4 mal able 34: beare them, namely, becauſe 
their. ſpirits were: dulled and deaded with worldly 
ſorrgw. Vhich euen in this-ſenſealſo, may beſaid 
to. cauſe death z though yer che -oppoſntion of life, 
: Cor.7.16. | which. the: Apoſtle maketh: in tharplace. 2 Cor.7. 
ſeeme 0 reſtraine-the [enſeto ſpirituall death. But 
it is true that worldly: ſorrow cauſerh eneri this na- 

4rurall death. VVhereas gadly-forrow procures a 
_ { aqod; Conſejence ; which is the very health df the 

e5,:4 conticualifeaſt. Even: inthe very a& of 
mourning is-a -thans-heatt-light- and cheerefull, 
If theg wee finde ourfenſes quickened, our ſpirits 
reviued: by :qur ſorraky, ſo thar wee feele: it to give 
| wings to our prayets + whichibefore'lay groveling 
W on 


-— , - —c 
a Ly — 


{ uate ſorrow is couered with the title of ſorrow for 


| #4hods, as that good woman did her fonne, when 
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on the ground, then haue wee an argument it is| 
ſound and good. For godly ſorrow is alwajcs. 
mixed with, nay, indeede proccedes from faith, 
which in the apprehenſion of mercy, yeelds mat- 
ter of ioy, to delay the bitternefle of our teares. Bur 
if wee haue no hearts-to pray, if our ſorrowmake 
vs ſpiritually both dumbe, that we cannor ſpeake 
ro God,and deafe; that we cannot, with thoſe Iſrac- 
lites , heare God ſpeaking to vs ; then haue wee 
cauſe to ſuſpe& our ſorrow, as vaſound, and de- 

2 Deceit of our ſorrow , when our owne pri- 


the publique cuils of the Church, where weeliuc. 
Viually ic falleth our, that euery one of vs in parti- 
cular are intereſted in the publike calamiries of the 
ſtate where wee liue, and ſo are pincked with the 
ſenſe of their ſmart, Hence many deceitfully. imas» 
gine, they are grieued for the publike euils,, when 
indeede it is no otherwiſe for the publike, then: as 
they touch them in particular. 

Herethe diſfconery is. 

1 In the ſeperation of our owne cauſe fromthe 
"Churches. As when it going ill with the Church, 
it goes well with vs in particular, If then wee can 
diſtaſt our owne priuate felicities, and call them 


the Arke-was captiued,, ifthen weare as penſiueas 
ifweeour ſclues'in our owne perſons ſuſtained that 
| which theChurch doth, then it is an argument our 
'Sriefe is finicere. - As'in Nebewiah,; whom his owne| 


' eaſe, and greatgrace', and authority-in the Kings 
koi bi X __ Court 
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Exod.6.g. 


2. 
Doe not many 
mourne in rhe 
aduerſity of the 
Goipel, be= 
caule they 
mourne for 
their ovwne 
uerfitie? Oh 
great corruptt= 
on ofour harts! 
Oo win 
ito cri- 
Fe ! cir in 
Pſal.1 Ig. 
ver.139- 
Difcouery 
TI, 


1 Sa.4.31, 


4 
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5. Deſire. 
Deceirs 2, 


Is 


| 


then for them). onely as-our owne, and not asthe 


mented the death of his owne ſonne. 


Court could nothing cheere, or comfort, in the 
common calamities of the Church of God. 

2. | When: befides the common e<uils- of the 
Church : we ſuffer ſome perſonall aflitions, that 
concerne vs ſolely, If our priefe be truely for the 
Churches evils, then in this caſe the ſcnle of gricte 
forthe publike cuils will blunt the edge of our pri- | 
uate ſorrow. As in two diſeaſes: of the body, the 
ſtone, and the goute, when they mcete together, 
the griefe of the ftone,becauſc it is the greater, doth 
rake away all-ſenſe of the goute, becauſe it 'is the 
lefle 2 ſo here in a godly minde, the gricfe for our 
owne priuate, -is drowned in the greater griefe for 
the Churches publike diftrefſes, Bur if it be quite 
contrary.withvs, that we cannot fcele. the Churches 
miſery,weare ſoaffeacd withthe ſenſe of onr owne, 
this is more then a preſumption , that when the 
Churches afflitions weze our owne, wee monrned 


Churches , making the name: of the Church onely 
a vizour,and imitating Poles, that vnder the repre- 
ſentation of anothers griefe, truely and heartily la- 


$5 Aﬀectionis Deſire, In the whichalſois a dou- 
ble deceit. 

I. When our v»waturall defires are cloaked with 
the name of #»a#arall. Though mens deſires are in- 
finite and inſatiable, yer for all this viually they 
deceiuethemſclues with this, thatthey deſire onely 
a competency, neither pouerty ,' nor riches , but 
onely 4gwrs conuenient poxtion. Now competen-| 
cies that which will not onely fſerue #acure, bur! 
ir” | that 


— 
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that alſo. which is fit for eur efte and calling. | E 


__—_————— 


| with adraught, but the other is further prouoked 


al Bethe Dru Fo We” 


i 
_ 
» 


And ſo that which-is but competent 'for one eſtate 
andcalling, as-ſay a Magiſtrate, is ſuperfluitic for 
another, as ſay a private man. VVellthen, letvs ſec 
whether it be ſo vſually with our defires, as they 
pretend , that they confine themſelues within the 
bounds of mediocritie, and competcncie. The 
rriall will be this, if when they have that which is 
competent,they then reſt contented. For there are 
three deſires. The deſire of narwre, of grace, of cor- 
raption. Nature will be content with little : grace 
with leſe : but corraption is inſatiable. Ifrhen rhere 


Diſcouery, 


crauing horſe-leaches,that cry Graegrae, it is anar- 


guiſh by this, that the naturall will be quenched 


—_— 
\——_— 


by drinking. So when men ſhall ſay, I deſire onny 
j 


more greedily then euer before 3 this is an ague, a 
dropſie, a diſeaſe 3 no naturall, no kindely thirſt. 
But heere this deceit of our defires is fo much the! 
harder to be diſcouercd, in that ir is nor ſo cafieto 
define in cuery thing that which is comperent. 
And ſo vnderthe couer of comperencie we quickly 
fall into the ſnare of pleaſureand excefſe:This Saint 
Anftes excellently deſcribesiin the deſire of meates 


be no hoe with our deſires, but when they haue got F 
that which themſclues, arfirſt would ſer downe as | 
a matter of competency; yet they ſtill are like the | 
| Deſiderianatu- 
gument, it is the defire of corruption,not of nature, hours Snefong | 


not of grace.. Naturall thirſt is diſcerned from an-| ageeti«>ide- | 


a ſufficiencie, if I had but ſo much 1 ſhould be well! 
| apaid then, and yet when they haue that, conet 


finant non 
habent. 
Nullus tu termi- 
nusfalſo eff. Sen 


and drinkes, and by like proportion wee may apply 
X 2 it 


4 
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Sub velamine 
neceſcitatis incids 
in laqueos volup- 
eatis, Bernard, 
Confeſſ. 10.31. 
Sed dum ad qui- 
etem ſacietatis 
ex indigentie 
moleſ} ia tr, anſe coz 
' | im 5pſo tranſitw 
mihi infidiatur 

l aqueus concue 
piſcentie, 

Et ſepe incertuw 


- | vtramadbuc ne- 


ceſſaria cor poris 
cure ſubſedium 
petat,an volup. 
tugria Cupidites 
tis fallacia mini- 
| feriam ſuppetat. 
Ad hoc incertam 
hilareſcit infe+ 
lix anime, ee. 
Pt obtents (alu- 
tis obumbret ne- 
gotium volup- 
$485, 


0 
AR.$.19.21, 


it to the delireof any other thing, 37/hile, ſaith he, 
« feeling the trouble of want I make towards the quiet 
« of fulneſle, in the very palige from the one to 
< the other, there lies in waite for mee the ſnare of 
© concupiſcence. And whercas our health is the 
© cauſe of our eating and drinking, here a certaine 
<« dangerous pleaſure ioynes it ſclfe asa handmaid, 
* and yet for the moſt part labours to goe before, 
< that it may ſeeme tobe donefor her ſake, whether 
<< I ſay I doe, or would doe, for my healths ſake. 
& But there is not the ſame meaſure of both, For 
<« that which is enough for healch,jis toolittle for de- 
«light. And it isoften vncertainewhetherthe necd 
ec p body craue more, pr the voluptuous deceit | 
« of my appetire, Ar this vacertaintte my vnhap- 
«© pic ſoulereivyceth,asat the matter of herexcuſe, 
&« and defence, being glad that it doth not appeare 
* what is ſufficient for health, that ſovnder thepre- 
«© rence of health (hee may ſhadow her intempe- 


&Crancie. | 


2 Deceitis, when our carnall and worldly de. 
fires are accounted of vs as ſpiritual, This deceit 
falleth out in this caſe, when in one and thelelfe. 
fame thing which wee deſire, there is matter fit to 
give contentment to both theſe defires. As in Ss 
mon Mags his defire of the gifts Apoſtelicall, be- 
fides the excellencie of the gifts themſelues , fir 
matter for a holy defire, there was alſo profic, and | 
glory that might enſue , fit matter co -proucke the 
carnall defire. Simon would ſeeme' to be devout 
and holy, and to defire the gifts for themaſelues,for 


that worthy reckoning. hee had of them. But Peter 


5: — fed 


vt 


_— 
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and ſaw that it was a fleſhly defire looking toward 
lucre. So che Apoſtle ſaith, He that defereth the office 
of a Biſhop, defireth a worthy worke. Yet that deſire 
which many haue of it how deccirfull is it ? The 
worke deſired is worthy : The deſire thereofin ma- 
ny is molt baſe and vnworthy : For though there 
be fic matter in this office to kindle a —_— 
ſpirituall deſire ; namely, the beauty of the office it 
ſelfe, Gods glory, and mans ſaluation, ſhining in 
the very face thereof-: yer withall there is ſome 
matter to ſtirre vp a crooked and couectous deſire 3 
namely, the hope of gainein a fat Benefice. Here a 
couetous Balaa' will hide his baſe deſire, of the re- 
ward of the othce, with pretence of a ſpirituall de- 


chat buy linings vnder this pretence, that they de- 
fire to exerciſe their gifts, which otherwiſe the ini- 
quitie of the times being ſuch, they cannot haue 
the vicof. So alſo in the matter of marriage , this 
deceit is very vſuall. The party affected hath piety 


both theſe in good meaſure to. Here one too 
much wedded to the world,or to the fleſh,wil cloake 
his affeion to portion or perſon, with a pretence 


of affection to piety ; as though that had the prehe- 


' minence in ſwaying of his delires, VVhere happely, 


if che heart be truely ſearched, the contrary will ap- 
PEAICe 

The diſcouery of this deceit is when the matter 
that ſhould fatisfic the carnall deſire being taken a- 
way, thereonely remaineth the inuiter, and inciter 


X 3 - of 


—— 


ſmelcour the cloſe deceir thar lurked in his heart, | 


fire of the office ir ſelfe. Suchis the deceir of thoſe | 


matchable both ro perſon and portion, and yet| 


| 


Diſcouery. 
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6. Confidence. 
The deceit, 


Anddiſcouery, 


—— 


of the ſpirituall, and holy. For if then we deſire nor. | 
as feruently as before, we may iuftly feare fraude in 
our deſires. Here cooled delires are crafty , decaying, 
— —— | 
ection is confidence, Where the deceit is, 

to thinke wee truſt in God, when indeede wee truſt 
onely in the meanes. The deceit is, both when we |, 
haue the meanes, and when wee want them, The | 
deceitof borh is diſcouered by our behaniour to- | 
wards God in the preſence of the meanes, For if | 
then wee giue over praying to God, or abate of| 
our feruencie in ſuing , and ſecking to him for his 
helpe, wee may well doubt of our confidence. | 
For if wee doe truely relye on God, as on him who 
is ſufficient without meanes, and without whom 
euen the moſt ſufficient meanes are altogether in- 
ſufficient , why then doe wee beginne ſo to ſecure 
our ſelues, and lay aſide all feare, when once wee 
are fenſed with the meanes ? Againe, hauing beene 
ſo confident and comfortable in the enioyment of 
the meanes , if afterward in the time of danger, 
when the meanes faile vs, wee looſe this confidence 
and ſhew our ſclues faint, and heartlefſe cowards, 
this alſo is another conuigion of deceit in our 
confidence. So both theſe wayes is our confi- 
dence found out to be deccitfull, both by exceſle | 
of ſpirit in peace , and by want of ſpirit in 
crouble. 

The like deccits might be ſhewed in diversother 
affeRions. Bur the worke growing bigger ' then 
I thought it would, Iforbeare. So muchthen fhall 


————— 


ſufticeto hauc ſpoken concerning the — | 
O 
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of the affeions ; as alſo concerning the whole do- | 
arine of the deceitfulneſle of heart. 


— — 


Cruare, XXVI. 


Of the greatnefſe of the hearts deceitfulneſſe , and of 
the cauſe of her deceitfulneſſe. | 


FA ving thus ſpoken of the deceirfulnes of mans 
heart, it remaineth that now we ſhould ſpeake 
of thoſe three illuſtrations, which inthe beginning | 
wenorted the Prophet vſed to ſer it forth by. 

The firſt is, from the greatneſſe of this deceittul- 
neſle. Ir is deceitfull , ſaics the Propher, 4bowe all 
things. Aboue all things? what aboue Sathan that 


old Serpent ? The meaning is not, that our hearts 


haue more craft then Sathan, who is an old trained 
Souldier, and his Crafts-maſter in this Art,we be- 
ing but punies, and as of yeſterday vnto him,who is 
"of many thouſand yeeres ſtanding: bur that that de- 
ceit which is in our hearts, in regard of vs, and the 
dangerous conſequences thereof to vs , is greater, 
then that in Sathan. | 
1. As to murther ones ſelfe is a greater matter 
chen to murther another,though he doe nor vſe the 
like cruelty in ſtabbing, and wounding of himſelfe , 


which is often vſed in the killing of others : So alſo 
to deceiue ones ſelfe (which is alſo a ſpirituallkinde 
of murther) is a greater deceitthen to deceiue ano-| 


> — —_— 


Vluſtrations of 
the hearrs de- 


ceitfulneſle. 


1. The great. 
nefle of it, 


| X 4 ; : ther. | 
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ther. And ſo in this ſenſe the deceitfulneſle of our 
hearts may be ſaid to be above Sathans, becauſe it 
deceiueth it ſelfe , though Sathan in his deceits be 
farre more cunning and wilie. 

_ 2. This amplifieth the deceir, when the perſon 
deceiving, is our familiar friend, one in whom wee | 
| repoſeſpeciall confidence. See F/al. 55. 12. 13. $0 

is it heere. Sathan is nothing ſo neere vs, as our 

owne hearts, that areparts of our ſelues. Sathan is 
without vs, and if wee reſiſt him by faith, hee flieth 
from vs, but our hearts are within vs, and though 
| wereſiſt neuer ſo much, yet this decciuer ſtill ſticks 
eth cloſe vnto vs. So that Sathan ſomerimes leaues 
vs foraſeaſon, and wee are not troubled with him , 
or his deceits, But our owne hearts, they never 
leaue vs,they dogge and follow vs at all times,in all 
places, vpon all occaſions, ſtil] ready furniſhed with 
deceit to beguile vs. 

3- Our owne harts can deceiue vs of themſclues, 
without Sathan : Sathan cannot without our harts. 
Andtherefore in regard of vs, our own harts deceit- 
fulnes is farre the greater,as that which giuerh Sa- 
than all his aduantage againſt vs. Hee could nor 
deceiueour Sauiour, becauſe there was no deceit in 
our Sauiours heart. | 

The vſe. This muſt teach vs to account of our 
ſclucs as of our chiefeft enemies wee are to contend 
with , in this ſpirituall conflict. The Apoſlle ſtirres 
vp towatchfulneſle, and circumſpeRion, by ſetting 
before vs theſtrength of the Diuell , as being pow- 
Epheſ.6.12, | ersand principalities, farre ſtronger then fleſh and | 

blood. Butthere by fieſo and blood the Apoſtle mea- 


neth | 
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| neth,not ſo muchthe corruption as the weakenefſe of 
| our nature. As ifhee ſhould have ſaid, wee hauenor 
| onely to confli& with weake fraile men , like our 
' ſelues, that are but fleſh and bloud, bur with farre 
| more powerfull and puifſant aduerſarics , namely 
| the Diuels, For the corruption of our hearts 1s our 
| greateſt aduerſary ; this corrupt heart of ours 1s de- 
ceitfull aboue all rhings, euen Sathan himſclfe in 


ſome ſort, as wee haue (hewed. Andthereforc wee 


» 4 


F; 


muft bend our forces againſt our ſelues as well as | 
againſt Sathan; yea the way indeede to ouercome | 
Sathanzis firſt coovercome our {clues : and we muſt 
ſo rake heede to our ſelues, of other enemies, that 
we muſt alſo take'heed of our ſelues as enemies. A 
' thing worth the noring it is, that the inceltuous 
| perſon delivered vp to Sathan, did yet repent, and 
| comeout of Sathans power. Bur men once deliue- 
red ro themſelues, the hifts and deceits of their 
onne hearts are branded out the Scripture, as 
men in a moft fearefull and deſperate caſe. There- 
fore Paulin his owne perſon deſcribing theſpiritu- 
all baht, and the aduerfary a-Chriſtian is-fpecially 
to incounter with, finglesom the body of fine, this 
naughty fleih. 7 fizht nor ſaith the Apoltle,as beating 
the aire, and ſeeing no aduerſary, bur I fee my ad- | 
uerfarie, and ftrike at him. Ahd who may. this ad<- 
uerfarie be? Hee tels vs in the next words; 7heat® 
downe my body that is,notrhis outward man, butthe 
body of finne, the maſſe of corruption, both in the 
ſoule, and inthe body. | b 
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| Theſecondilluſtrationis fromthecauſe of this de- 
ceitfulneſle ; namely, the wickednefle of our hearrs, 
The 


-- 


2. The cauſe 
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The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 


The heart,ſaith the Prophet, is deceirfullaboueall 
things,and eu/f in ; this latter clauſe ſhewing the 
cauſe of that ſpoken inthe former. | 

Here two things are ro becleared. 1. VVhat this 
ilinefſe of the heart is. 2. How it is a cauſe of the 


+— | hearts deccitfulneſle. 


For the firſt; The heare is euill, 3 _ Totally , 
2. Originally. 


I. Ic is totally euill,and chat two waies : Firſt, the 
whole ſoale is in cuill : And ſecondly whole exill is in 
the ſoule, 

I. The whole ſoule is cuill , this gall of birter- 
neſſe hath imbittered, this teuen hath ſowred, this 
leproſie hath infeed, notthisparrt,or that, but the 
whole, and cuery part. Eucn from the vaderſtand- 
ing, as it were the crowne of the head, tothe affe- 


thing but boylcs andbotches.Vhereof read a moſt 
lively deſcription, Ezek. 16. In our Vnderſtanding 
there is a very ſea of ignorance, vncapable it is of 
;things ſpirituall, and yer wiſe and witty in wicked- 

neſle. The conſcience isfullof blinde feares,terrors, 
and torments, orelle ſcared and ſenfelefſe. The me- 
_ 1 mory llippery, and wareriſh, to receiue and retaine 
any good impreſſions,but of a marble firmeneſle, ro 
hold faſt thatwhich iseuill. The Will pliable and 
obſequiousto the Diuecll, in his hands aswaxe: but 
ſtiffe and hard as clay in Gods. The Aﬀections alſo 
arewholy diſordered, perucrſly ſetting themſelues 
vpon wrong obie&s : in ſtcad of bathing themſelucs 
in the ſweer fountaines of living waters, they ſwi- 
niſhly lye cumbling in filthy and miry puddles. If in 
] the 
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Rions, as it were the ſoales of the feere,there is noe |. 
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the eye there be a beame of wickedneſſe : O then 
the great ſtackthat is inthe hart! And if thetongue 
but the inſtrument of the heart, be ſuch a world of 
wickednelſle, an vnraly euill; what then is the hart ? 
The whole frame of out hearts is continually cuill, 
O the cout &rabble of filchy and impure choughts 
that lurke in this dungeon ! Thetemple it was once 
of the Holy Ghoſt ; bur now,as it fareth with many 
materiall temples, which: as it is reported through 
couetouſneſle of incloſiers, are become ſtables Br 
horſes, ſo this glorious temple is become a ſtinking | 
ſic, and ſlable of vncleane ſpirits, a cage of vacicane 
birds, a den of theeues, a receptacle ofall manner 
of pollution. 

11. All euill, the whole body of ſinne, that is, the 
ſeedes and ſpawnes euen of the vileſt corruptions 


| 


are in the heart of man. Naturally the beſt of vs | 


haue an inclineablenes euen to the moſt odious,and 
loathfome ſinnes. As in that chaos at firſt creation 
there were the ſeedes of all the creatures, fire, aire, 
water, heauen,earth, ſo in mans heart ofall ſins, Vp- 
on which let but the ſpirit of. Sathan moue, as once 
the ſpirit of God vponthec/4405; &with the warmth 
of his temptations heat ir, and nolefle ougly mon- 


goodly creatures our of that chaos, Hence it was 
that thoſe things which David ſpake of certaine vile 
notorious wicked finners , that their throat was ay 0- 
pen ſepulchre, the gall of aſpes was vnaer their tongue, 
© arc applied by S. Paw to euery mothers childe 
of vs.For there is neuer a barrell better herring.Bur 


@— 


ſters will proceedeout of our hearts, then did once | _ 


face, 


as the holy proucrbe is, 45 in water face anſwereth to ms 19. 
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face,ſo doth the hart of man to man. The image of our 
face inthewater is no more like our face itſelf,then 
| our heart is like the heart euen ofthe vileſt monſter, 
| that cuer was. And when wee ſeeſuch monſters in 
them, as in looking glaſſes, we may ſee our ſelues , 
and the diſpoſition of our owne ſoules. And thus we 
ſee how the heart is totally euill. | | 

2, It isalſo originally cuill. Euill did not begin 
firſt ro pollute thy hand,thy cye, thy care, or any of 
thy outward parts,butit began with thy harc,to ſeat | 
and neſile it ſelfe rhere, and from thence to diffuſe 
and ſcatter it poyſon into the externall members. | 
Mat.15.19. | Ont of the heart, ſaith our Saujour, come murthers, a- 
dulteries thefts, blaſphemies,and ſuchlike tiuffe;even 
as. the rivers out of the ſea. This is the fountaine, 
from whence all the ſtreames of corruption flow : 
chis is the wombe, in which all theſe monſters are 
concciued: this is the (hell, in which theſe cockatri- 
ces are hatched. Thus we ſec how wee arc to vader- 
ſtand this doftrine of the hearts wickedneſle. 

The vſe. 1. AgainſtthePapiſts,thart doe ſomthing 
leflen this wickedneſſe, and will haue ſome reliques 
of goadneſſe to remaine, ſome freedome of willto 
apply it ſelfe to good. II. To teach vs all true hu- 
miliation, in the fight of our owne naturall defor- 
mitie. No outward ornaments ſhould ſolift vs vp, as 
our outward filthines ſhould take vs down. Art thou 
troubled with pride? I can preſcribe thee no berter 
 [remedy,then to looke vpon the face of thy heart, in 
ithe glaſſe ofthe word. For there thou ſhalt ſee thy 
elfe ſuch an ougly, naſty, forlorne, miſhapen crea- 
ture, tharthou canſt not chuſebar grow out of loue 
with 
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ſo proud. If thou kneweſt - whar thou were, 
and haddeſt eyes to ſee this finke-hole; and whar a 
deale of baggage paſkth daily through ir, thou 
wouldeſt be aſhamed of thy felte. Godis a God of 
| pure cyes,and cannot take any pleaſure in cuill. And 
| wilt thou then take any pleaſure in thy lelfe,being 
| euill, and nought bur evill,yea,being bura very ſtin- 
king dunghill of cuill ? Whatſveuer thy -out-ſide 
may be, be it neuer ſo faire, thy inſide is nought ; 
chou art butlike one ofthe Egyptian temples, very 
glorious and beautifull without, but enter in,and no- 
thing to be ſcene but a Serpent, or ſome ſuch vene- 
| Mous creature. Such litters and ſwarmes arethere 
| in our hearts, of vaine,vile,baſe, filthy, and diſhono- 
| rable thoughts, affeRions , delires. Very thorongh- 
' faires are they for Sathans impure ſuggeſtions to 
| walke vp anddowne ing inregard ofmurtherousand 

| malitious thoughts,very ſlaughter-honſes ; in regard 

| of vncleane luſts very ffewes and brothel-houſes; in 
regard of the heat of boyling concupiſcence, very 


kers One. Shall any now bragpe of his owne good 
nature, or crake with the Phariſce, thathe is not ſo 
badas other men, hee is no extortioner, or oppreſ- 
four? &e. Yes, thou blinde and boaſting Phariſee, 


with thy ſelfe. Ir is thy ignorance that maketh thee | 


thou haſt the ſeedes of extortion and oppreflion in 
thee, yea, andofall other finnes beſides. And theſe 
would breake forth in thee, did not Godby his wiſe 
and powerfull pronidence refiraine thy corruption. 
By Nature,the beſt, the mildeſt,and meekeft man is 
| avery Tiger and Lion. And wouldeſt thou G_ 

chat 


hot-heuſes , and as the Prophet ſpeakethylike a Ba- | Hoſea 5.4. 
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x Cor. z.20. 
expounded. 


Pro.22.1 Fo 


Gen.g.21. 


| 


{ rebcllion as theirs. Therefore rather fſhouldweebe 


c 


| 


| nature muſt be ſubdued berjmes, elſe it will grow 0, 
that (. 


thatLionto be of a better nature then his fellowes, | 
who therefore does no hurt as they doe, becauſc he 
is not looſe as they are , but chained vp? Where 
Gods renewing grace hath notchanged our nature, 
it is onely the powerfull reftraint of his providence, 
which keepeth men from the very outrage of: villa- 
ny. Shall wethen be proud, becauſe we are free from 
thoſe offences, into which others breake forth, and 
thinke we are made of ſome better mould? Nay,our 
nature is as vntoward,and as deepely poyſoned with 


humbled in ſecing them. For,as was ſhewed inthem | 
weemay ſee our ſelues what wee are. Peraduenture 
thou haſt ſome good parts of wit, memory, &c. to 
commend thee. Yet for all theſe, thy heart is cul], 
yea, without a ſpirituall change,ſo much the worſe, 
by how much theſe parts are the better. Euen as 
the more fruitfullche ſoyle is,ſo much the morewill 
it abound with thiftles, vnleſſeit betilled. And the 
Lord knoweth the thoughts of the wiſe. [that is,ſuch 
as excell in naturall gifts, that are the choyſeſt and 
molt picked men 3 cuen the very flowre of the reſt] 
that they are vaine. 

III. Heere Parents andall they who ſtand char- 
ged with the education of youth , muſt remember 
their dutie. The heart of manin generall, thehearr | 
of all mankinde is ſtrangely and ſtrongly wicked. 
Eucn inthe heartofa young child, as Sa/omzr ſaies, 
there isa bandell and packe of folly laid vp. Andj 
as Moſes ſaies, the thoughts of mans heart are cuill, 
cuen from his childhood. This corruption then of 
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that head, that ir will be incurable. Looke what 
Skill and dexteritieis required toramea wilde beaſt, 
which had neede be goneabour very carely, whiles 
[ic is buta little whelpe,the ſame, nay farre greater is 
required rotame and meeken this wild,this woluiſh, 
and lioniſh nature of ours, that it may become tra- 
able to Gods hand... +: WE 
1V. This ferues to take awaythe excuſe which is ſo 


{peake vainely,or do otherwiſeamille, yer they haue 
as good hearts as the beſt, What is the reaſonthen 
they haue ſo bad tongues? Out of the aboundance of 
the heart the moth ſpeaketh. When ſee the ſmoake 
comming out at the top of the chimney, ſureI am 
there is ſome fire on the harth. VWhenthe flouds of 
corruption come guſhing out at thy. eics , cares, 
hands, mouth, there muſt ncedes be a fountaine 


ginally cuill,, And therefore excellently Salomon 
having deſcribed the wickedneſſe of ſome mens 
cies, mouths, feete, hands, at laſt giving the reaſon 
thereof, ſaies, Lewd ws are in thine heart. Andin 
another place, hauing ſaid, the :houg hrs of the wicked 
are abhomination to the Lord; hee addeth by way 
of oppoſition , but the words of the pure are pleaſant. 
The oppoſition ſeemed rather to require that hee 
ſhould hancſaid,Bur the thoughts: Bur by.this kinde 
of oppofition Salomon would teach , that the words 
of our mouthes are according to the thoughts of 
our hearts. And therefore it is idle to talke of a 
cleane heart, when thou haſta foule mouth, _ __ 

V.” This teacheth vs a right mcrhod inthe pra- 


rife in the mouthes of many, that when they ſweare, | 


within thy heart, For it is the heart that is ori- | 


| | ile 
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Qiſe of repentance. That muft firſt be reformed , | © 
which was firft deformed. Now as we haue ſhewed: 
| the heart is originally evill , that is the treaſury and 

ſtore-houſe of wickedneſſe : Therefore the firſt 
thing in repentance, muſt be the rinfing and clean- 
ſing of the heart. It ſfinne had begunne in thy out- 
ward man, then ſhould thy reformation alſo. Bur 
Enes heart was poyſoned beforeher eye. And ther- 
fore I doe not fo well like their aduiſe,thatwifhmen 
| in repentance to beginne with outward abſtinence 
from finne,as the cafter, and ſoby degrees to come 
tothe inward mortification of it. Hee were an vn- 
Skilfull Phiſition, thar when the head-ach is cauſed 
by the diſtemperature of the ftomack, would apply 
outward remedies to the head, before hee had pur- 
ged the ſtomacke, where lics the matter that feedes 
the diſeaſe. Thekearc,as our Saujour teacheth, is an 
euill treaſurie,furcharged with che ſuperfluities of all 
wickedneſle; and hence flowes corruption,and hath 
a continuall eruption in the outward man. So that 
it is impoſlible,the outward man, or aQions thereof 
ſhould be reformed, as longas the heart remaines 
vnpurged. Things in themſelues good, coming yet 
|\from an'vncleane heart, arenaught. Therefote So- 

lomon excellently ſaics , that not onely the pride of 
wicked mens cics and hearts, bur cuen their very 
plowing, that is whatſocuer they dointhingslawtull, 
as caring, drinking, ſleeping, yea'in. the ſcruice of 
| God, is fiwxe. Liſten we then rather tothe Prophets 
| counfell; 0 1eruſalem waſh thine beart,and to the A- 
poſtles,Cleanſe your harrs you ſinners. Letnone think 
; | they are reformed enough when they haue _—_ 
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hearts yet inwardly fvelling againe,rill they are rea-\ 
die to with aboundance of cuilland noyſome 
luſts. No, the heart, as it is the fountaine of this #s- 
twralllife,and as at firft it was the fountaine of a fru- 
ful life; ſoalſo muſtitbe the fountaine of a ſpirituall 
life; that as in the motion ofthe primum mobile in the 
heauens,all the inferior ſpheres are moued together 
with it : ſo here, the heart being ſpiritually moued 
by the holy Ghoſt, in the worke of conuerbon,all our 
outward parts may moue together with it; every one 
ofthem receiuing from ir, as from a good treaſury, 
their ſeuerall portions of gaodnes, Marh.12. Pro. 4. 
So much for the firſt point, what thiswickedneſſe 
is. Theſecond is, that this wickedneſle of the heart 
is the cauſe of this deceitfuinefle : which is the mea- 
ning of the Prophets coniunCtion of wickednefle 
with deceitfulneſſe in this place. For this propertie 
of deceitfulnefſe is by the Apoſtle giuen to ſinne: 
and ſo our hearts come to be deccirfull, as they are 
defiled with ſinne. For finne blindesrhe minde, and 
ſo makes it eafie ro be deceived, and to miſtake, 
We ſce how eaſily blinde 7/exck miſtooke the yon- 
gerſonnefor rhe elder. As caſily are our blindeharts | 
deceived, miſtaking the motions ofthe fleſh for the | 
{piric, ſuggeſtions of Sathan for the voice of the ho-| 
ly Ghoft, pretences and colours of zeale, for'ttue 
and naturall zeale,&c. Thercafterthereforeas finne 
is more or lefſe in thehearr, ſo is deceit. The moſt 
godly men, by reafon they are not whelly freefrom 
ſmne , hanealfo experience of this deceitfulneſſe. 
But the deccirfultieſſe of wicked mens hearrs is farre 


their ontward man-to ſome ciuill conformity, their, 
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| betraying his Mafter. Neither is there any other 


| parable of the ſtony ground fall away, but the want 
of a good and honeſt heart, which onely they that are 


| and corrupt harts. Remember wethen the Apoſtles 
{ warning, Take heede leaſt there be in you an enill heart 


| zo depart away from the lining God. Where there 


| greater, by reaſonthat ſinne in them is farregreater, 


even in his full ftrength and vigor : but inthe godly 
finne is as it were wounded in the head, and crazed 


| inthe braine,and ſo lefſe able io deceive. The Scrip- | 


eure calls ſinne in the godly the old man, Now old. 
men that are ready,to dote for ape arc twice chil- | 
dren, and haue no great ftoreof crafc, 

This muſt teach vs, as we deſire in the profeſſion 
of religion, not to be decciued by ourowne hearts, 
ſo to purge,torinſe,and renew them daily by repen- 
rance, not ſuffering the leaſt ſinne to be harboured 
there. For if wee haue an cuill hearr, affeAing and 
nourithing but any onefinne,this heart will deceiue 
vs in the end,whatſocuer be our profeſſion of religi- 
on. 1#das may be an examplefor vs. His heart was an 
cuil heart,a couetous heart,cuen inthegreateſt heat | 
of his following Chriſt, and preaching the Word. 
Therfore alſo it proued adeceitfull heart, andat laſt 
betrayed him intothe hands of that fearefull ſin of 


reaſon why thoſe forward and feruent ones, in the 


figured by the laſt kinde of ground have. For as an 
honeſt man will not deceiue another, with whom, 
ſo neither will an honeſt heart deceiverhemanhim- 
ſelfe in whom it is. This was the reaſon that Pha- 
ravb, and other, their firs of godlineſſe did not laſt, 
becauſe there was no true change of their naughty 
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end; whatſocuer ſhowes be made. For an cuill heart 
is alwaics a deccitfull heart. 

Againe, this muſt further teach vs not to truſt 
them,in whom we doediſcerne an euilland vaſound 
heart , let their outward ſhowes be neuer ſo glori- 
ous. For an cuill heart will deceive the man him- 
{clfe in whom iris > much more will it deceiue 0- 
thers. How now can any man ſafely repoſe any 
confidence in an vnregenerate friend or ſeruant , 
whoſe hearts arecuill and varenewed, though other- 


have of him that hath none of himſelfe > Or how 


ſhould I thinke hee will not deceive me, who inthe 
end muſtneeds decciue himſelfe ?. 


O———— 
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Caar. XXVII. 
Of the unſearchableneſſe of the heart , and of ſixe 
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| notes 10 diſconer it by. 


F thetwo formerilluſtrations of the hearts de- 
ceitfulneſle, the greatneſſe ofit, thatit is deceit- 
full abone all rhings, andthe cauſe of it,thar ir is wic- 


ked,we haue ſpoken : The third illuſtraion followes, 


which is from the vnſcarchablenefie of it. Who can 


know it ? that is few or none can know, not onely 


others, but nor thicir owne hearts 

. - Obie? This may ſeeme ro be againſt that of the 

Apoſtle; Novian knoweth what is in man, [ane God,and 
ge <2 the 


is an vnſound heart, there will be Apoſtacic in the { 


wiſe never fo ciuilly honeſt > What aſſurance can I | 


++ 


| 2. The vn. | 
 tearchableneſle 
; of it, Where 
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Pal «19, 


Pro, 5 3+ 


Phil. 2, 


x Cor.3.11, 


[the ſpirit of man. Anſ. Man knoweth his inward 
choughts, purpoſes, and deſires, but the frame agd 
diſpoſition of his heart hee knowes not, nor yer al- 
waies the qualities of thoſe thoughts, whitherchey 
rend, whatſecret deceit lies, and Jurkes in them. He 
chinks that lawfull, which is indecede ynlawfyll. Ther- 
fore Daxid cricth out, Who knowerh the errors of his | 
life ? As ir farcth with the eye , which ſecing other | 
things, ſecs not it ſelfe, nor the face wherein it ſtan- 
deth, ſois it with our hearts, knowing other things, 
yet ignorant of themſelnes, ſtrangers at home. Ve 
know not :vhat wee are in preſent, much lefſe what 
we ſhall be hereafter, in triall and remprtation. So 
that that whach Saloz:2 ſpeaketh of Kings hearts, 
The heanens ':h- 3,"t, and the earth in deepenefſe and | 
the Kings hart caz no mon finde out,in regard of their 
ſecret proiefts and deſignes, is true aloof allour 
harts,in regard of their ſecret wickednes. Men think 
indeed that they know themſclues well enough. And 
it is growne into a Prouerbiall kinde of ſpecch, I 
know it as well as my ſelfe. Whereas in tructh there 
is nothing wherein weeare more ignorant. An eui- 
dent argument whereof isthatprideand ſelfe-plea- 
ſing, that naturally is invsall. If thou-haddeſt once 
ſeenewhat anvgly & deformed facethy heart hath, 
}. wma wa 

ifthou kneweſt what horrible filthineſſe and corrup- 
tion were encloſed in thy heart , this would humble 
and abaſethee,both before God & man; this would 
bring thee quite outof heart , ang conceitwith thy 
ſelfe, and make thee according tothe Apoſtles pre» 
cept,thinke thy ſelfe worſe then any:ather, Bur alas, 
how ſwell wee in a conceirof our _—— ? 
ow 
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how ſtretch-weourt our plumes? how deſpiſewee 0- 
thers in, regard of  qur ſelves: ?] when yer if wee 
thoroughly ſaw the cloſe corruptions of our owne 
hearts, wee ſhould thinke the worſt better then our | 
ſclues, Yea inour very prayers,ſpeakingtoGod,how 
farre are we fromthe true, humbling, bowing, and 
proſirating our ſpirits before the Lord? Whereas if 
wee ſaw and felt our pouertie and miſery,we ſhould 
ſpeaketo God,as the poore beggerly wretch dothto 
the tich man. The poore man, ſaith Salomon , ſpeaketh 
ſupplications, "When a man comes abroad with his 
face full of ſpots, itisaſigne that hee knowes not of 
them, that hee did not vie the looking glafſſe before 
heecame our, A farre more certaine ja iis, that 
as yet we haue not in the law ſeene the faces of our 
hearrs,when we can ſo boldly and impudently come 
both into Gods and mans preſlence,with groſle cor- 


ry as in-aglaſſe, this. owne corruption, how was he | 
preſently meckened ? then he layes the hand on the | 
mouth, abhorres himſelfe in duſt and aſhes; andvi- 
lifies bimſelfe to the full. Peteralſovpon like acca- 
' fioncriesout; Depart Lord from me] am 6/infol man. 
Accordingtoour humility is our knowledge of our 
ſelues. The morewe ſec our corruption, the greater 
willbe our humility. When Peu/ſawthe filthy pud- 
dle of concupiſcence thatwas in him, then was hee 
throughly taken downe indeed. Before he ſeemedto 
be aliue to himſelfe, but this ſo gaſtly a ſightof the 
filthy viſageofhis owne heart as ar his firſt conuer- 
ſion it. almoſt ſtroke him dead,fo long aftetir made 
him cry out , 1 477 carwall :atiſerable mailthatilam. 

=: Our 
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ruptions vnwaſhen out. VWhen Job ſay in Gods glos |Iob 41.5.6. 


Luke 8.5.6; 
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- | as yet} cox not difcerne, 'By thatinlewe haveal 


' Our greatpriderherfore argyies grearignorance,our 


kate humyicpburlictle knowledgeof ourownhatts. 
 Thewſe.'ts, Let vs notbeare out: our ſelues tos 
much; vpon any mans judgement. Forif we know 
not: our: felues;, - and fo may (be! deceived-in-our 
ſblues: much lbeffeirhen can :6eliets know vs , and | 
ſo farre more calily may they be” deetiued' in vs. 


| 1 i#dge not my felfe , faith the Apoſtle, for = 1 


know nothing by my (clfe, yet am 1 not thereby inſlified. 
Hethar indgeth me is the Lord, who is greater chen | 
out hearts. Euenthe beſt hatie many ſecrer faults , 
which they ſpy not,and therfore havenccd to pray, 
Lord clenſe vs from our ſecret ſins. Though our owne 
hearts -condemnevenor;yct may we net pleaſe our | 
ſeloes therein; bur (till dread we'the {ecret deceit of | 
our harts, fo vaſt gulfes tharthe bottome can hardly 
be ſounded. As Secrates in reading a booke gaue 


'-:| this cenſure, thoſe things which 1 vnderſtand, were | 


good ; fo:alſo; 4 rhinke; were'rlioſe things T vnder- | 
ſtood nor : fo in-iudging of our hearts,contrarily, 
that which I have found our and doe difcernein my | 
heart, is exceeding't}}, ſo lehinke is thatalſo which 


ready found out; ſhould we iudge 6f the'reft. 

I I. Here.is comfort-for Gods children, who ſec- 
ing their owne” corruprivns , are exceedingly caſt 
downe;, and affrighted with fo fearefull'a Teh. But 
weemubt {carne to diftinguiſhberweene corruprion 
feene, and the ſering of corruption. The corruption 
whichse ſo offerech-matterof diſcomfort; but the | 
feeing of corepprioti. yeeldeth- great comforr. For | 
hore che Prophier-c6lleih'vs, tharto man canknow 
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ie, namely ofhimſelfe,and by the light of his own 
hath annointed thy eics with ſpicituall cyc-ſalye js, 


ruption. Comfortthy ſelfe then in this work of Gods 
| mercy, andaflure thy ſelfe that that God who hath 


duethy ſeene and diſliked corruptions. 


hearts, in bringing them toaſight of their own cor- 
ruptions, If wee be admonithed. of ſome, man, with 
whom we conuerſe, thathe is falſe and hollow, how 
will wee labour to finde him out, and dete& him? 
The Scripture hath giuen vs warning of our owne 
hearts, thatthey are deepe and deccirfull beyond all 
meaſure. Doth it not then ſtand vs in hand to labor 
to finde out this deceit and wickedneflſe ? What a 
ſbame is this, that man who flics vp into the hea- 
uvens,and deſcends downe into-the deeps, and knows 
all other things, ſhould yer onely not know himſelfe? 
| that hee ſhould dig in the belly of the carth for gold 
and (iluer, and ſhould nor digge in his own heart to 
purge out the droſle which hath corrupted all that 
gold which grew there ar the firſt ? 
Heere none may diſcourage himſcife with theſe 
words, who can know it ? for they argue not an vtter | 


ſhould ſbarpen our defires and <ndeuours, for the 
getting of this knowledge | 

' For firſt, there are certaine diſcoveries, whereby 
cuen others may come to the knowledge of our 
harrs ta ſome meaſure. And ſecondly, inthe word 


e 
reaſon onely., An argument therefare that. God | 


when he hath thus inabled thee toſeg thy owne cor- | 


giuen chee to ſee, will giue thee alfojn time,to ſub- | 


I TI. This muſt teach vs to trauell with our owne | 


impoſsibilitie, but an exceeding difficultic. Which | 
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Meanes of dif- 
couecry. 

1. Ditcoucry 
by the word. 


Hoſ.7« Ts 


| Ror.7.9. 
Luk.12.51, 


». Diſcouery, 
by alfiction, 


A— 
emma 


| than falfely charged-/b, ſeeif they will not ſpirthe 


and ſtorming andfoming out mire & dirt. In peace 


of God'there are infallible Notes , whereby exami- 
ning our hearts , wee our ſelues may know them, 


when orhets cannot ſo well. | 
Forthe firſt. Thereare ſixe more eſpeciall meanes 
oftriall, and diſcouery of our hearts, | 
t. ls the reaclation of Gods word, whither the law | 


or Goſpell. For whereas: corruption lay aflcepe in- 


vs before, the found of the word awakens, and-inra- | 
ges it. When 1 would hae heated Iſrael; namely ,by 
che admonitions and rebukes of the word, ther tbe | 
iniquity of Ephraim was difeonertd;faith the Prophet. | 
Before the Law came, Paxfelrfinne tnorequirt, as 
if it had been dead: but ſaics he, when the law came, ' 
they ſinne_reuined, The like our Sauiour ſhewes of 
the'Goſpel, that when it comes, it ſets menrogether 
by the eares , onely becauſe it worketh vpon their: 
corruption, which being by this meancs exaſpera- 
ted, ſhewes itſelfke, * EEE: 1 
2. Is afflict4ex bothpriuate andpertonall, asaiſo 
publique inthe perſecution of the Church Fheſea, 
when it is calme weather, is as ſtil] and quiet as any 
river : butletthe windesonce rife, and you ſhall ſee 
a diff:rence. Then you ſhallfee nothing but raging 


wicked menscorruptions lie hid, then they will car- 
riethem(eiucsio God and'man, more moderately : 
buttet God lay affliction on them, and then as Sa- | 


very poyſon of their blaſphemy inthe tace of God 
himſeife, Yea, the regenerate man himſelfe would 
hardly thinke there were ſo muchinfidelitie,impati- 
ency,frowardneffe,rcbellion,faint-heartedneſſe, love: 
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of the world, and ſuch like:corruptiens, as hee ſhall 
finde and feele by expericrice in the: day. of affli- 
Aion. Therefore doth ames callafliftions tempra- 
tions, becauſe they ſerue to trie ys, what is in vs, and 
to diſcouer the hidden corruption of our hearts. As 
Koſes telleth the Iſraclires, God therefore humbled 
them with want, to proue them, and to k»ow what 
was in them, that is, to make knowen, Heere was 
thetriall of 4brabams found heart, when God laid 
that croſſe vpon' him , that greeuous coinmande- 
meat of killing his onely ſonne with his own hands. 
Now 1 know faith God thou feareſt me,that is, as A#- 
flew expounds it : Now I haue made it knowne: For 
God isſaid ro knowgwhen he makes vs to knowtand 
in fachTpeeches, he tels vs of his owne working of 
knowledge in vs,notof his owneknowledge. So wee 
ſay a zoyfull dey.,and ſad weather ,onely becauſe of the | 
effes in vs, For did not God know before, that £-- 
braham feared him ? yes well enough. But Abraham 
did nor knowitbeforefocleately and certainly. For 
by meanes of this triall hee cameto know himſelfe. 
For vſually man thinketh he-can doe that which in- 
deede he cannor, and contrarily. It isthenas if God 
ſhor 1d haveſaid;zNow hauel made the world, and 
thine owne conſcience know thou feareft me ; Now 
I haue giventhce a thorough triall of the integritie 
of thineowne heart. Heere alſo was thetriall of obs 
good heart. Thoughm his proſperity he hadrrial of 
itby his many good workes, whercin he was as rich 
as in his other riches, yet wee ſee how ſ[kmderouſly 
the Diuell impeached ir as mercenary ; Doh Iob 


; 
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lames 1,3. 


D:ut 8, 3, | 


Is Pſal 44. Di- 
clt {bi innateſe. 
cere quod [actt 


Opus ſnum tibs 


them ſuam, Di. 
cimns pierumgue- 


| do ſerenus eff; 
Runquid thſe dies: 
gaudet? ſed 
gandentem dics. 
P15, Tulg game 
dentes nos facit, 
Sic & deus coge 
woſcere dicitur 


quands cogneſ- - 


Dicit ad Abr. 
Nunc cognoui, 
Ante non c. 0 299= 
uerat f ſed ip(e 
Abr, entea no» 
cgnonte, quia 
ipſa tentatinne 
ipſe fibs innotzit, 
plerumgz enim. | 


Putat homo ſe 


ſerne God for nought f Therefore thathe mighrhave | 
| : a 
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dicit,nan copnie | 


cen:es nos facit, | 


poſſe, quod non- | 


tibi imnteſcere. | 
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| amore thorough proafe of his integritie , all his 
outward proſperitic was taken from him.; And then 
how mecke, how: patient was hee? no murmuring, 
nc grudging,, but the Lord bath ginen, and. taken, |. 
bleſſed be his name. Hee did not then ſay ( as Chry/o- 
| ome excellently notes.) How ſhall the poore, doe, 
that were wont tobe cloathed with the fleece, and | 
to be fed with the fleſh of my cattle ? If not for my 
ſake, yer for ſuch poore ones my flocks might haue | 
| becne ſpared. +And fo Jobs graces ſhined more glo- 
rioully when his: houſes were ouerthrowne ,, then 
when the doores of them were ſer epen for the 
poore to enter in; when his flockes were ſtollen 
from him , then when-the poore were ſuſtained by 
them. For then hee ſhewed loue to men : but now 
|heſhewed a more ſpcciall kinde of loue and obedi-|' 
ence to God. For as in the Olympicke games, the 
people might farre bexter iudge of the feature, and 
elegancy of the fenſers bodies, when they were na-| 
ked, then when their cloathes were on : ſo may wee 
then beſt iudge of our ſelues, when God hath ſiript 
vs ſtarke naked of all the garments of our outward 
glory and proſperitie. 

Bura farre more excellent triallarethe- common 
afflitions of the Church in perſecution, For as 
the Apoltleſpeaketh of hereſies, ſo is it true alſo of 
x Cor.11.1g. | perſecutions, that they muſt needs be, that the appro- 
-ued may b: made. knowne. Totbis purpoſe excellent 
is the ſpeach of old Szzxon to. the Virgin, That child 
Luke 2.34. (15 appointed for a figne. to.be ſpoken againſt, that the 

| ' | chonghts of. many bearts may be opened. Therefore 
| Chriſt muſt be contradicted,: and oppoſed by the 


high 
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high Prieſts arid Gonernours of thepeople, that ſo | 
' the bidden' hypoctiſic 'of 'rhoſe which before fol- 

| lowed him; and'cried O/aine, night be detetted, | 
' as alſo rhoſe their peruerfe and vnfound thoughs | 
of cleauing ro Chtit, tfhee had proueda temporall 
| King ,” and had brought remporall felicitic.. Loe! 
' thena knife ro open the hearts belly, the knife of 

| perſecution. Here was the triall of Nicodemus, and. 
| Joſeph of Arimathea, with whom it fared in their af-| 
 feftion ro Chrift , as with To/epb rhe ſonne of Kcob, 
| inhis affeQion to'his brethren. When he ſaw them 
| in anguiſh and diſtreſte, then hee could conceale 
| his affeRion no longer , but cryed out, 7 am Joſeph 
' your bybther.' For #0 faith Selomon, is borne 
for adverfitie.” Namely, then to difcouer his affefti- 
on, if hee haue any. So when theſe two ſawthe vn- 
inſt and cruell dealings of the Prieſts with Chriſt 
' their elder Brother', then thoiigh beforethey were 
| bur clofe Difciples, and one could hardly relt what | 
| to make of them , yet then they manifeſted rhem- 
| ſclues, rhen their loue, their zeale, and hearty affe- 
 Rion to Chriſt brake forth. For: as Salomen diſco- 
| ucted therrue Mother fron the falſe , by:raking a 
{word to cut the childe in two ; fo doe perſecu- 
| tours difconer true children of the'Church from 
falſe when by the ſword of perſecution they 'ftrike | 
at their Mother. -O'there'be many of vs in- theſe 
| dajes of peace, that make grearfhowes : When the|| 
tanne comes, it ſhallappeare whether we be chaffe , 
or wheate. The houſe built on the ſand, carries as 
good a (how, as thehouſe built on the rocke,and in | 
acleere ſunſhine day gliſters as gallantly ; bur the 


windes, | 


Pro.17.19. 
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windes, and tempeſts when they are vp, will quickly 
ſhew the difference. When a ſeruing man followes | 
two men walking together, we cannot tell whois his 
Maſter, till they pare: ſo whenthe Goſpell, and our- 
ward proſperitie goe together , itis hard toiudge 
whether ofthem we follow, till God make a ſepars- 
tion of them by perſecurion. A Wolfe may feyne 
| himſclſecobea theepe by weating a ſheepes skin 3 
| but let his fliece be ſhorne , it will never grow a» 
' gaine, andthereby hee will cafily be diſcouered to. 
| beno true.ſheepe. For the true ſhcepes wooll will | 
grow againe ater ſhearing. And fo will Chrifts | 
(heepe, after they haue beene ſhorne by perſecuti- 
on. So a Parrot cannot counterfeit mans voice; but 
letirbe beaten, and then itwill fall coit owne natu- | 

rail voice. | 
Now as by affliftionwe may iudge of our hearts 
for the time preſent, what they «re, ſo alſo for the. 
time come,what they will be. For 2mpatiency inpre- 
ſent adnerſity, argues therewill be in/olexcy in future 
1 proſperity 3 and lo diſcouers that deceit whereof wee 
ſpake ; namely, thatifwee were in a more plentifull 
and richer eſtate, wee ſhould be better, then now. 
2. Diſcoucry, } 3 Triall is by preſperitze, nothing inferiour tothe 
| byproſpernie. | former by adeerſitie. For as ſome like ſnailes puſh | 
out their hornes till they be rouched : ſo others 
with Jonathan follow chaſe well, till they come 
where honey is. Nay, many there are whom affli- 
Ction hath nor deteQed , thatpeace and proſperitic 
hath. The Parable of the Sunne and the Winde 
is knowne. Some of thoſe in Qucene Aarics dayes, 
who. 
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| who kept their garments of faith and gaod con- 
ſcience faſton, for all the ſbaking of the boiſterous 
| windes, ghich then raged molt fiercely, yer after- 
' ward > Phe farrering raies of that ſweet ſun-ſhine, 
; Which followed, were tiſed to ynbutten themſelues, 
| and throw off their coates , at leaſt to weare them 
| more looſely ; How chaſte was David in his affliQi- 
| ons? If an hundred Batſhcbacs had then met him in 
| the wilderneſle , hee would not much haue beene 

moued. But wee know afterward, when hee was at 
reſt in his Kingdome , how fearcfully hee was foy- 


' of Saul and David, by way of ioy and congratulati- 
on, may. we as truely ſing of thele two trials, by way 
of . mourning and lamentation. Aduerſitic hath 
flayen his thouſands, proſperitie ten thouſands. 
Theſe twoefall others are the foreſt trials, and haue 


led, So that, that which once thoſe women ſang | 


F 


greateſt force of deteRing z ſpecially when they 
come bath together, as in the three children ; who 
at once were tryed , both by the ſweetneſle of the 
mulicke , to enchant their ſenſes, and by the rer- 
rour of the fire to affright and aſtoniſh their hearts, 
And ſo haue many holy Martyrs beene tried both 
wayes , both by the threatnings, and by the faire 
and large promiſes of their aduerſaries. Contrary 
to that God gaue in cbarge ro Labas to ſpeake 
neither eu/{ nor 2ood to 1acob, that is, neither by 


Gen. 31.24 


flatterje, nor force to gocabour to bring him backe 
againe. And this argueth notable ſoundneſle in» 
deede, when in both theſe trials rogether, wee can 
acquit our ſelues. As inthe Baptiſt neitherouer- 
come with Hereds priſon,nor with the peoples con» 


cciting 
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Multorum quia 
imbecslla ſunt, 
latent vitia ; nou 
mins auſure 
£101 illis vires 
ſua placuerint, 
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ceiting of him to be the Meſſiah. In Pas and Bar- 
#4bas alſo , ſtanding out both againſt the propoſte- 
rous affetionof the Lycaonians , when they would 
haue Deified them,and againſt their divelliſh rage, 
when they would hauec ſtoned them. In Dazzel like- 
wiſe, whom neither the Lions denne, nor the Kings 
fauours and honours could any whit corrupt. Good 


and refined : into the water, and there likewiſe it 
will ſhine brighter. Soa good man, when hee is in 
the furnaceof afliion, there hewill leaue much of 
his droſſe behinde him : and when he flouriſherh in 
outward bleflings , they together with his tnward 
graces ſhall be as a iewell hung vpon a golden 


_ |with cold. Leta man handle a Snake then, and hee 


caringzhe will verific S«/orvens Proucrbe,The crowne 
of wiſe men is their riches. But the vaſound Chri- 
ſtian is like to clay. Ir will quickly be ſcorched, 
and dried vp in the fire; and it will ſoone melr a- 
way and be diſſolued in water. As affliction 
would diſcouer his infidelitie, diftruſt in God, im- | 
patience, rebellion, &c. ſo a proſperous and flou- 
riſhing eſtate will bewray his pride, inſolencie, con- 
tempt of , and cruelty againſt his poore brethren, 
beſides his wantonneſle, voluptuouſneſſe, vncleane» 
neſſ ; all which lay ſmothered in affliction , like as 
poiſon doth in the Snake, while hee is benummed | 


ſhall nor feele his ſting ; ſo one would thinke it 
were a harmeleſle creatures but bring him to the 
fire, and thentouch him when hee is well warmed, 
and thou ſhaltknow hee hath a ſting. So ofteritimes 


many corruptions , as cruelty, ambition, Juxurie, | | 
| arc* 
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are as it were benummed , and frozen in men with 
the cold of pouertie, obſcuritie, andother ſuch like 
pinching croſſes, Their wickedneſle is an vnfolded 
an implicite wickedneſſe , like ſome peſtilent fruit 


the warmth, theſun-ſhine of honour, riches, autho- 
ritie once open a way to their wickednefle, and fur- 
niſh them with meanes and- occaſions of doing 
wickedly , and then they will vnfold their naugh- 
tineſſe at large and fully (hew them(ſclues whar 
they are. Whar an humble man was Saul before he 
was King , and in the firſt beginnings of the King- 
dome ?bur afterward, being confirmed in his King- | 
dome, what a tyraatproued he ? Therefore it is ſaid 
that Saul reigned but two yeares , becauſe after 
the two firſt yeeres , though hee held che gouern- | 
ment ſtill in his hands, this deceitfull heart was diſ- 
coucred, and hee did no longer reigne, but tyran- 
nize. So was it with Neroalſo,for the firſt ue yeeres, 
whom rule and domination diſcouered to be a ve- 
ry monſter of nature. So truely is it ſaid , that in 
place of rule and government a man will quickly 
fhew himſclfe what hee is. Strong drinke trieth the: 
braine : and hard meatethe ſtomacke. When wee 
cannot drinke of the wine of outward felicitie , but 
wee grow drunken and giddy-headed, and beginto 
play reakes, itis a figne wee have weake braines. | 
When we know not how to digeſt ourfelicitie , but 
it cauſerh a kinde of nindineſle, a rifing and ſwel- 
ling of pride and ambition in our mindes, this ar- 
gueth excecding great imbecillitie-3 And ſurely 


in the bud, or birdin the ſhell. Bur let the heate, | / 


quam ills 
| tem faligitas 

eperuit, Infira. 
ments illis expli.. 
cande nequitie 
deſunt : fic tuts 
erpens, etiam 
pefiifera, trafta. 
tur, dum riget 
frigare ; nonde.- 
ſunt illi venena, 
ſed torpent, Mnl- 
torum crudelitas, 
ambitio,lunaria h 
Vt paria peſu mis 


{ audeat, fortune 


ſwore deficitur. 
Eadem veile eos 
cogwoſces, Da 
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volunt. Sen. 6 
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| dicat virum, 


Tov CAGoy 


xalares ous 
Pind. 


thus it is with moſt, They are of ſuch a diſpoſition, 
| that 


_ _ 


" 


es tt 
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| Se are ſoles 
es Priſce 
fi wturus, fi from ; 
vecuples,ec. Dic 
miki fs flas tw 
Leo, quelis eris. 
Mart, 


| his preſent world. Moſes contrarily , though hee 


— _— — — 


that beingasked what they would be , if they had 
abundance of riches and honours , they might 
| truely returne that anfwere, Tell mee if thow wert « 

Lion, what thou wouldſt be : which im effet is as 
much as to ſay, that they would be ascruell as the | 
Lion. This is an cuident difcouery ofa corrupt harr. | 


| Now astheenioyment , ſoalfo the poſſibility, and 


hope of enioying thefe eutward proftts and plea- 
ſures, is no ſmall triall. Many can no ſoonerheare 
ſweet words and flattering promiſes of prefer-, 
ment and promotion, as it were the melody of 
Nabuchadnezars inſtruments, but overcome there- | 
with, they preſently fall downe, and worſhip the Ba- 
byloniſh Idoll. Demar, though he had continued a 
while in ſuffering with Paw], yet when the world| . 
like a firumpert, preſented her ſelfe in all her glory 
to his eye, bewitched with her beauty,hee lefe Pawl, 
and the hopes of the world te come, and embraced 


might eaſily haue aduanced himſelfe , being the |. 
adopted ſonne of the King of «£gypts daughter , 
yet hee relinquiſhed all his hopes in the Court, and 
forſooke all his poſſibilities ofpreferment,andclaue 
ro the affliged Church of God. Among the ma- 


Heb.11,37+ 


} 


ny grieuous trials of thoſe worthies in the olde te- 
'fament, it is worththe marking, how the Apoſtle 
| hath ioyned rogether the triall by the offer of pro- 
ſperity with cheſoreſttrials of perſecution. They were 
ſtoned, they were hewen aſunaer, they were tempiea, 
they were ſlaine with the ſword. Loe how the Apo- 
ſile rankes -the tempring', and alluring words. of- 
[the aduerſaries, promiſing: the martyrs if my 

| would | 


ns, 


—_ 


JR 
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would recant , abundance of theſe earthly things, | 
amongthcir bloudy and boyfterous deedes, how 
he yoaks their tyſing tongues , with their terrifying | 
ſtones, ſawes, ſwords. Itthen in ſuch a caſe wee can | Dan6.r7. 
ſay with Daniel , O King, keepe thy gifts to thy ſelfe, oh 
and with the Fig-tree and Olive, f/ 
fweetneſſe,my fatneſſe, toreiene: it tor the conſcience 
of thetruth wecanneglect proferd profits, the tri- 
all isas found asif wee had indured the tortures of 
the racke. | 

I V. Triall is by the inequality of carriage. It is | 4. Diſcovery, 
hard for a hypocrite ſoto carry himſelfe , but at | 17<qualitie of 


carriage. 


thing, which in no ſort can ſtand or conſort with | ſ# callide vitia 


his ſhowes of godlineſſe, Though luſt, couctouſ-| [3 1iodm 


turf is ſermo de- 


nefle, and other of his {innes are neuer ſo cloſely | mnrat,cy a 


couched within in his heart, and he make faire ſem-| tim laten. 
tem intTinſecus 


blance of a chaſt and contented minde, yet he will| ,.,,,e rei cupi- 
be blurting out now and then ſome words: or o- | <>/fznifcat. 455- 
ther, which may yeeld ſhrewde ſuſpirions and pre- — 


ſumprtions of his vnloundneſſe, or elſe his very ge- | rar;>ultuque & 
ſtures and countenance will bewray him. For even | **'*4iſimlari 


| non poteſ? conſcie 


'out of theſe ſmaller things greater 'may be gathe-| co:vo,dwm luxu. 


red. As the verball lye, orlye of the mouth is dif- | 179/s & ia/ciua 
covered by the diſagreement of the lyars mouth | — _— 
. . -» : | Ee, ecrets 
with it ſejte ; whence we ſay, lyars had neede haue | cordis nuts cor- 


good memories , leaft the Jatter part of their rale | '7' a<ge/1bus 


indicantwr, Hier, | 


contrary the former: ſoalſois rhe reall lye, the lye  7aper, Exec d. 3, 

which the hypocrite telleth in ſome of the ations «4.9. 

of his life, carrying a ſhow of godlinefſe by the dif. 

agreement of:his life with it felfe; For doe hutcom- | 

pare one aQtionwith. another p1ne parc of his life | 
Z _ with; 


onld I leawe my Iudg. 9.11,” 


| 


ſometimes or other hee ſhall doe , or ſpeake ſome- | 7:4;4njamgu; | 


mi 


——C 


. 


The deccitfulneſſe of mans beart. | 
with another,his cariage here with his cariage there, 
and youſhall fee they agree like harpe and harrow. 
Thus was Simon Magns diſcouered. Philip tooke 
him for a good Chriſtian, becauſe of his Baptiſme, 
profefſion, hearing, 8c. But all theſe were afterward 
proued to belies, becauſe of the contradiction of 
thoſe words ; Here is money for the gifts of the ho- 
ly Ghoſt. Theſe things doe not well agree ; to be 
baptiſed, ro profefſe, to ioyne ones {elfe with the 
Church, and to defire ſpirituall graces for lucres 
ſake. After then Peter had once heard thoſe words 
come from him,he ſmelt him our preſently. Away, 
thy heart is not vpright : 7how ary ſtill ;n the gall of 
| {bitterneſse, Thus many in ſome companies are ho- 
ly, in converſing with their betters carry them- 
ſelues well; bur in other companies, or converſng 
with their equals or inferiours , are nothing the 
ſame men. Some among ſtrangers by their ſpee- 
ches and cariage,forthe time purchaſe a good opi- 
nion, who yet palpably lay themiſelues open among 
ſuch where they are daily conuerſant. This then is 
a {ure proofe of a ſound heart, when we walke with 
ſo euen a foote , that howſocuer it cannot be bur ' 
wee muſt haue experience of humane frailty , yet 
wee neuer breake out into ſuch wicked and wilfull 
courſes of falſhood , vniuftice, or ſuch hke, which 
doe giue the lye to all our former profeſſion and | 
practiſe ; becauſe they: cannot ſtand in any ſort 
with the truth of religion. Nay, rather in our par- 
ticular actions wee fo carie our felues, that one aCti- 
on may be as it were 2 commentarie to interpret 
the {inceritic of the other, incaſe there might be 


q 


b5 | occaſion. 


—_— 


o 
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in thole Miniſters that ſupplicated to the ludges for 
thoſe that had offered diſgrace to the Emperours 
ſtatues. When the Iudges ſeemed more difficult : 
then they vſed great liberty, and boldnes of ſpeech, | 
and ſpake roundly to them; but when once they 
became flexible and yeelded to their requeſt, then 
they fell downe and kiſſed their knees and hands 


occaſion to doubt thereof. As Chryſofeme noteth | ” 


abundantly , (bewing both true courage and bold- 
nefſe, and true meckeneſle and mildenefſe. Heere 
both their ations were as a commentary each to. 
other. Did any man doubt of their liberty of ſpeech, 
whether it were not malapert ſaucineſſe and pre- 
 ſumprion ? Their humilitie in- kiſſing the Iudges 
knees was enough to free it from that ſuſpition. 


neſle ſufficiently alſo acquitted them of this impu- 
| tation, Thus when there is ſo ſweet a proportion, 
and goodly a harmony betwixt our ations that 
they are ſofarrefrom contuting or confounding one 
another, that they anſwere one for another , iuſtife 
and approue one another, this is a good triall of our 
vprightneſſe indeede. 

5. Is when thoſe are taken away whichare our 
chiefeſtproppes and ſtayes to vphold vs in godli- 
neſſe. If then wee, wholly, or in part, goe backe, it 
argueth vnſoundneſſe, Thus were the Ifraclites 
deteted by Aeſes his abſence in the Mount : For 
then they fell to Idolatry. So /oa/þ wasa good King 


Mp 


as long as Jchoiads liued ; but after his death hee 


Z 3  ſhewed 


| 


Againe, might their humbling of themſclues at the | 
| Magiſtrates feete, ſeeme to ſauour of too baſe and 
{ ſeruile a ſpirit? Their former truly miniſteriall bold- 


5-Diſcovery, 
remoouall of 
our chiefeſt 


ſtayes in god- 


lineflz. 


Exod.32.1. 
2 Chro, 14.17» 


—_ 


_— Py £4 ceo — 


| 328. 


| The deceitfulneſſ of -mans beart. YER | 


Tud.z.18.19:* 
'8,9.10. | 


Phil.x.27. 


ſhewed himſelfe what hee-was;:Soa!ſo the iſraclites 
while -God continued a good Iudge among them, 
were in ſome 'good order : yet whe? the Tudge was | 
dead, they returned;and did worſe then their Fathers, | 


Ando all the'time of Joſhnaes gouernment, and the | 


good elders that ſuruiucd Joſhua , they kept them- | 
ſclues within ſome compaſle. But together with | 
chem died all the Iſraelites goodneſle: 479ther gene- | 
ration aroſe, which knew not the Lora: So itrangely | 
were they changed. And fo wee fee it is in many | 
places from whence the powerfull minifterie hath | 
departed z how many that before ſeemed very reli- 
gious haue then growen looſe and licentious. Chil- 
dren of good hope, vnder good Parents and Gouer- | 
nours, haue afterward proyed moſt vngracious and 
vngodly wretches. Sober and modeli Maides , vn- 
der the ſtraiter gouernment of Parents, comming 
vnder the milder gouernment of husbands ; haue ! 
proued but bad wiues. ' And good wiues, during 
the watchfull eye of the carecfull and conſcionable 
husband , haue proued afterward but wilde and 
wanton widowes. So many, removing out of religi- 
ous families into ciuill, and out of ciuill into pro- 
phane, haue left behindrthem all their religion and 
ciuility,and growne openly prophane and diflolute, 
Here thenwill be a good triall of our foundnefle , if | 
inthe abſence and fofle of our Gouernours we (till 
continue the ſame that in their preſence , perfor- 
ming that which ' Pas! wifheth the Philippians , 
namely thar wherher hecame among them or were 
abſent from them , -yetthey would till hold out in 
their good courſes. | | 

6 Triall} 
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| 6, Trials are fit occaſions to prouoke , and as it | 5. —— 
were tappes to giue a vent to corruption. Many C— 
are inwardly full of corruption: but they ſhew it nor, | uoke corrup- 
onely for want of occaſion. As a full veſlell, valeſſe | *** 

it be rapped, cannot ſend forth the liquor it hath | 
within. And this aſſuredly is a notable triall of the | 
|ſoundneſſe, and diſcouerie of the vnfoundneſſe of 
our hearts. Nothing for a man to be chaſte, when | 

no prouocation to vncleaneneſle ; tobe temperate | 

at a [caneand pooretable, where hee cannot others | 

wiſe chuſe. Here is the triall of chaſtitic,when with 

Lot wee can be chaſte in Sodom ; of temperancie, 1Tim.s.2z. 
when with Timothy we can liue temperately in Aſia, 

among the luxurious Epheſians. Here was thetriall | 

| of 2o/ephs chaſtitie , tha! though the occafhon were Gen-39-7.8. 
| offered by his owne Miltrefle to doe the deede, in 

ſuch ſ{ecrecie and ſecuritie, yer the feare of God! 
ouer-ruled him, Here was the triall of Danids right; , 9.14... | 
loyall and faithfull heart to Sau/,that though hehad| | 
him at theadvantage in the caue, yet he ſpared his 1 
life. Many ſeeme to be mecke and moderate men, | 
while they are well dealt with. But let ſome iniury 
|be offered them, and the contrarie will appeare. 
| And indeed there is notriall of meckeneſſe and pa- 
tience, till we be pronoked by injuries. It is no triall | | 
of fidelitie in a ſeruant not to filch when his Maſters | 
eye is on him 3 but when opportunity ſerues his 
turnetd play the thiefe, when he could purſe his | 1 
Maſters money without his knowledge, then to be 
| faithful! , is true faithfulnefle indeede. Thus the | 
ſoundneile of cuery vertue is made manifeſt. For | 
that wee are indeede , which wee arein temptation. 
( Z 3 _By 


—— OC —— 
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2 Chre,z33-3 tb, 


 Iob 1.38. 


2 Sam. 16,10. 


1 Sam. 17.36, 


| w3cis private reproaches of his owne perſon : but not 


By this meanes was ſome vnfoundnefle dereted in 
Ezekiah, when in his triall by the Babyloniſh Em- 
baſſadours preſence, the Lord left him, to iry bime, 
ſaich the Prophet, aud to (know) all wes in bs heart. 
The heart then may know it ſelfe, if ir obſcrue how 
it carries it ſelfe in temptation. Soitis ſaid,the Lord 
fuffered the Cananites to remaine among his owne 
people, to proue them whether they would obey 
his commandements. | 

7. Triall is by our affcQions : For vpon what 
our heartis ſet, that is our treaſure. Our great ivy 
when things goe currant with vs in the world ac- 
cording to our hearts deſire,and ſmall ioy in things 
ſpirituall , ſhew plainely what kinde of hearts wee 
haueto Godward: Whereas Daaid, becauſe he had 
made Gods fauour his inhEtitance , reioyced more 
in it, then the worldlings in all their abundance of 
corne and oyle. Our fretting likewiſe and grie» 
uing at the loſſe of theſe outward things , is an ar- 
gumentof our voluptuouſneſſe, and loue of carth- 
ly delights, and ſhewes plainely that wee have layd 
vp our treaſure on eatth. VVhereas Job becauſe 
hee had made God his portion, couldbe quiet at 
the loſſe of all at one blow. So our great anger for 
ſmall injuries done to our felues, and ftil! patience 
in the greater wrongs done to God , (hewes what is 
the account wee make of Gods glory. Heere was 2 
aorable triall of Dewids ſincerity; Who was asa 
man deafe and dumbe, and wholly ſenſcleſſear She- 


fo at Golrabs publique revilings of God , and his 
Church, There how fullof life and ſpirit, and holy 


impatience 
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impatience did hee ſhew himſelfe to be ? The like 
might be ſhewed in our other affetions. Of them 
then take we thoroughnotice,if we wil rightly iudge 
of our owne hearts, Doeſt thou feele that Chriſt is 


q heart, thou goeft mourning , notwithſtanding all 
| other comforts 2 afſuredly as that holy Martyr ſaid, 
If thou wert not awedding childe, thou couldeſt never 
ſo heartily monrne for the abſence of the Bridegroome. 
But alas,if weexamine our ſelues by this note, how 
much imperfe&ion ſhall we diſcouer inour ſelues? 
How ſtrong are our affetions both of ioy and 
griefe, in things carthly ? how weake in things ſpi- 
 rituall > Who findeth ghat hee mourneth for his 
finnes , as for thelofle of his firſt-borne 2 David at 
Abſoloms death could cry out in naterall ſorrow, 
0 Abſalom, Abſalom would to God 1had died for thee: 
Bur not at Yriahs death, in godly ſorrow, O 
Priah, Vriah, would to God 1 had dicd 
E for thee, And ſomuch for theſe 
ſeuen meanes of the dil- 
coueric of our 
hearts, 


thy greateſt ioy,ſinnerhy greateſt ſorrow, that when | 
thou canft nor feele the preſence of the ſpirit in thy | 


—— 
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Two marks to 
try the hearts 
ſiacerity, as 


i, Hunaſlity, 


Tohn 5.44. 
AQs8.18, 


2 King- I I I 6. 
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| to ſay tohimſelfe, Is my heart vpright, foas is his? 
| Againe, Come, faics he, and ſee what zeale 1hane for 


| without this oyle. Wind-mils they are, which will 


Cuar, XXXVIII 


Of certaine notes which the word of God ginith of | 
an upright heart. . E751 


' 


A this diſcouery by the meanes, we muſt lay - 
our hearts to the rule ofthe word, and examine | 
them by thoſe notes which there are giuen of an ' 
vpright and ſincere heart. And thoſe are many. 1| 
will name onely fiue. 7 

1. Aſincereheart is an humble heart, An hypo- 
criticall heart is alwaics proud, and vaine-glorious : | 
As inthe Phariſces, Math.6. And therefore our Sa- 
uiour ſaid tothem, How cap yee beleene,when ye ſeeke | 
glory one of another? Ando in Simen Mag ſecking 
his owne praiſe and profit, inthe deſire of the Apo-: 
ſtolicall gifts. Whom therefore Peter tolde,.that 
his heart was not vpright before God. In hs like- 
wiſe wee may diſcerne the ſame ſpirit, when heſaid 
to Jonadab, Is thy heart wpright, as mine ? preferring 
himfelfe before /onadab : Whereas {incerity is al- 
waies better conceited of another , and very fearc- 
full and ſuſpitious of it ſelte. Ando it will make a 
Chriſtian when he ſees another, ſpecially a 79nadab, 


, 
' 
! 
! 


the Lord of hoſts. Yea, but ſincere zeale deſires nor 
ro be ſecne of any, ſaue him who ſeeth in ſecret. The 
Phariſces defire to be ſeene of men , becauſe they 
ſecke the praife of men. Their lampes will not burne 


not 


—_— 
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not turne about ro doany good ſeruice,without the 
winde of mens praiſes. Hence ir is that they have 
lictle zeale in prayer, vnleſle it be in publicke,that 
ſo oftentation and vaine-glory may warme their 
hearts. As in faſting, once it fared with one thatin 
the Monaſtery could faſt whole daies together with 
eaſe, bur in the deſert hee could not hold our vnrill 
noone, but his belly would-craue preſently. Where- 


{ 
' 


| 


of when he demanded the reaſon, this anſwere was 


men was in ſtead of meat to him, he ted there vpon | 
it; which ſuſtenance failing him in the deſert, his fa- | 
ſting ſtrength alſo failed. Bur vnto ſincerity her very | 
obedience it ſclfe is meat and drinke, Job7 4. 34. In | 
other works, the worker muſt haue meat, or ellc he | 
willnothold out in his worke. But vnto fincerity,her 

very workes is her weate. Hypocrifte which isfoone | 


manepraiſes , well may it ſecke for publique thea- | 
[ters : But (inceritie hides it ſelfe in rhecloſer, and as 
in prayer,ſoin all good duties ſhuts the doore. 
And as the fincere heart is humble in regard of 
the end wherat it aimes in doing any good, namely, 
Gods gloty,not daring in any thing to ſeeke ir ſelte; 
ſo alſo in the manner of doing,not daring to truſt it 
ſelfe, but affeted with a through ſenſe of it owne in- 
firmitie, it reſteth it ſelfe wholly vpon the power of 
God,tobe perfected in her weakeneſle. Peter there-' 
fore in that wherein his heart was vaſound,and de- 
ceitſul], ſhewed this ſpirit of pride, and vaine confi- 
{dence in himſelfe. For hee conld not thinke that 
firength whereby hethought ro ſtand was of Chriſtz | 
01 becauſe 


returned him , that inthe Monaſtery the praiſe of 


tyred at this worke, without the refreſhment of hu- | - 


wa 
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Dan.2.30. 
A&.2,12.&% 
14.15. 
Nifs bamulites 
omnia que bene 
facimus o pree 
cefſerit, et com. 
tetwr, et conſecte 
ts fwerit, et pre- 
pofite quem in- 
tuemwur, & oppo- 
fte cui adhere 
mus, & impoſite 


qua reprims- 


Hires 


|tle ic ſelfe vpon it. Thoughts of pride and vaine- 


_ | rerward, becauſe it wasnot humble. A notable diffe- | 


becauſe Chriſt flatly denied him his ſtrength , and 
Peter neuer prayed for it. And yet lo how confident 
he was? Thoughall mem,yes not 7;-as though there 
had beene more in him,thenin any other. Yea, he 
contradicted Chriſt, admoniſhin him of his frailty, 
and as Afarke notes , the more Chrilt warned him, 
the more confident and peremptory he was. 
Laſtly,afterthedoing of cuery goodthing,ſinceri- 
ty {till remaines humble,and when men would deifie 
vs, it will not accept of any ſuch honours, but ſends 
them back to the Lord,asin Dawiel, & the Apoſtles. 
And thus,if we be ſincere in all things we doe,there 
muſt be humility, preps/ed, in regardof the end wee 
muſt laoke at,oppoſed,inregard of the manner of do- 
ingwpoſed,after we haue done, as acurbto reſtrain 
vs,[caſt we reioyce not in the Lord but in our ſelues. 
ObiefF. Burthis is a hard ſaying , will ſome ſay , 
and if the caſe be thus,whothen can be ſincere? for 
who is there that is not tainted with pride, if notin 
all, yet in ſome of theſethree reſpe&s ? 
| An. Iris one thing fora mans eye to glance to» 
wards athing, another ching to fixe, and fully ro ſet- 


glory may raſ9 into the heart of a ſincere Chriſti 
an : they reſt onely in the heait of an hypocrite ; 
who isſet on worke onely by them inall his aQtions, 
and ſeekes onely to giue contentment tothem. 

I addefurther, if ſinceriry be not humble in this 
| firſt kinde of humility , yer at the leaſt ir is humble 
| inangfter-bumility, If it haue becnouer-ſeenc inthe 
doing of any thing in pride, it is twiſe as humble af- 


rence 


er a OA, 
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rence betwixt fincerity and hypocrilie. There may 


beſomeckind of humility in hypocriſie, and of pride |. 


in ſiacericy : but hypocrilics humilicie is tollowed 
with pride,aud fincerities pride with humilicy, This 
latter humility is the better. And -.heere onely it is 
ſcemely ſor vertueto come behind vice. Hypocrifie 
is proud becauſe it is humble: Sinceritieis humble, 
becauſe ic is proud. Epaminondas, a Thebane Cap- 
raine, the day after the victory and triumph, weor 
drouping and hanging downe his head; and being 
asked why he did fo, anſwered: Yeſterday | felt my 
ſelfeto0 much tickled with vaine-glory ; therefore [ 
corre my felfe for ir to day. The ſame is thefpirit 


of the ſincere Chriſtian, of the true Iſraclire. As you | 


may ſeeintheexample of Ezekiah,of whom it isthus 
writtenz His heart was lift up wotwichflandmg Excki- 
ah bumbled himſelfe after his beart was lift vp. Ina 
ſincere heart there muſt be cither the fore-humilitze, 
orthe after-bamilitie, which isthe moreſeuere ofthe 
rwo; either the direFing hamility,for the right man- 
| ner,or elſe the corre&#1ng hamility, forthe erroneous 
| manner of doing. If wee can follow the ſwing and 
ſway of our owne proud and vaine-glorious affeQi- 
ons,without all reſpe of Gods glory,and yetneuer 
be truely humbled afterward: this is palpable hy- 
| pocriſie, wee havenot fo much as he leaſt dramme 
of ſinceritie : Which is many times more humbled 
for ſuch mixtures, and defilements of good workes, 
then for ſome workes ſimply euill in themlelues. | 
. 24 The lincere heart 152 good and boneſt heart, 


"Y 


2 Chro. 32.25, 
26, 


2, The goed 


as our Saujour calls jr. The honeſt heart is thar, 
which cheriſbeth a vniverſall hatred of all fin, with- | 


our 


mth 


and honeſt 
heart, 


— I . —— - 
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out exception,and carrieth a conſtant purpoſe, and | 
| reſolution in nothing willingly to fin againſt God, 
but ro endeuour it ſelfe to the vtmoſt, in enery good 
way of Gods commandements.W hatſocuer it ſhall | 
know ts bea finne, itwill not purpoſely and delibe- | 
rately doe it for all theworld, it will not detarne the | 
iruth m vnrighteouſueſſe. This note' the Prophet 
Pla.119.3- | David giueth, For having ſaid, Bleſſed are the vp- 
| right in their way, hee teacheth vs to diſcerne them 

by this note, Surely they doe no iniquitie. And in ano- 
ther place, he oppoſeth ſuch as walke in any crooked 
waies, to the vpright in heart. Doe good O Lord to 
| thoſe that are vpright in heart : but thoſe that turne 4- 
ſide by their crooked waies &6.[tisthe property of an 
hypocrite, to diſpence with his conſcience, at leaſt 
for ſomeone ſpeciall beloued finne. As 1b among 
Iob 20.12. | other his charaQers makes this one, that he ho/as his 
wickedneſſe as a ſweet thing in his mouth,and hideth 
it under his tongue, and fanoureth it, and will n0t for- 
ſake it ut keepeth it cloſe in his mouth. Now this ho- 
; neſt heart,as it hates all finnes,ſo at all times, Some- 
times the vnſound heart will hate finne, whenthere 
is no benefit by it, bur if after it may chance to be 
; bencficiall to our ſelues, then wee loue it. Heere is 
a notable triall of finceritie, to preferre vertue be- 
fore vice, then when in humanereaſon vertue ſhall 
z Kin.10.29. © | be the looſer, vice the gainer; This note'diſcouered 
falſe-hearted Tehu. Hee would not downe with the 
worſhip of - the Calucs, as well as with Baals, and 
why ? becauſe hee thought that would be dange- 
rous for his Kingdome, if theIſraclices were let goc 
co'the Temple at Ieruſalem ro worſhip, There- 
fore! 


Plai.125.4, 


Es, 
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fore 1eroboams pollicie {till prevailed wich hits; By 
this note many arederected for vnfound, ©” + 7 
1: Thoſe that pretending conſcience of ſmall 


| 
ricall Saul feened'to make a hainous-matcer of: ca- | 
iting the fleſhof beaſts with the bloud. For vntothe 


_——— 


| 


| intothe common Hall on the day of preparation to 


ning a Gnat, and (waliowing a Cammell. Hypocri- 


peoplethus offending, he ſaid, Te have dealt wicked- 
ly; but it was nothing wirh him co ſpill the-innocent 
bloud of worthy-'/onathaw his fonnez-tor vnleſls he | 
had beene hindered, he had put him to death. Nay, 
hee was ſo ſcrupulous, that hee would notſo much 
as name a guilty. man or a linner, |bur in caſting of 
lors, in ſtead of ſaying ; i{hewrlte. nocenr- origuilty, 
he ſaid, Shew the wpright or inworent- perſon, as Tre 
mellins reads it. And yetthis manat rhe ſamerime, 
made no conſcience of cruecll and bloudy oathes. 
The Micit-in the Goſpel] j. when hee ſawrhe woun- 
ded man lychalfe dead, hee went on the other [ide 
of the way, fearing leaſt by comming neere:vnto 
him, hee might contraQt ſome legall vncleannefſe; 
but he feared not topaſſe by, withour'all: mareyand 
compaſsjidn;hispoorcand diltrefledneighbour. The 
Phariſees would not defile themſelues in-comming 


the Paſſe-ouer 3 but-they ſcrupled:nora-whit roims 
brue their hands inthe::bloud; of? rhe danecenc 
Lambe of God. ln no caſe would they-ear in veffels 
vnpurified,butthe meats which they dideatinthoſe 
veſſels, were hotribly polkted/Borh-wich eniuſtice 
and oppreſhon, inthe gettingotthem;andwithin- 
temperancie and riot inthe cating of them; - And 


matters,ſticke-nor at greater, Likethe Phariſes,ftrai- | 


| t King.12.26, 


Ver.q2.Cedo in. 
teerum id eſt, 
deciare quis ſit 
1310Xiudy þ70 e0 
quod e/t declara | 
nocentem, fed 
enphinſmo vi3. 
tur vt ſolent hy- 
poerite, Tun, 
Luc.1e.3r, 


Iohn I8. 23, 


1 Sain, I4-3% 
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Math. 2 3.25. 
opened, 
Math.27.6. 
Qualis hec inmo. 
centie ſemulatio, 
pecunam ſan 
guinis non mit- 
tereinarcam 
ipſum ſan;ninem 
mittere in conſci- 
entiam? Aug. 


Luke 16.10. 
Toh. 12,6.8& 
I8 3. 


WM 


Wo, 


'þ 


| his garmenc, bur gets it waſhed our. Whereas a 


| the wilderneſle be alloucrgrowne with them, And 


. | inilixtle (bes will ſtickin herthroar. And certainly, 
' | hee that 18 wuinflinthe leaſt, it vniuſt alſo in much , 
| Tadas:being vnfaithfull ro Chriſt in the matter of 


| this is the meaning of that of our Saviour , woe be 


to you Scribes and Phariſees, hypocrites ; for ye make 
cleane the outward fide of the Cup and Platter : but 
within they are full of briberie and excefſe. So likes | 
wiſe /#d4s 3o. pieces at no hand muſt goe into the | 
treaſurie,: becauſe it was the price of the bloud, 
Whar a counterfeiting of holineſſe was this, not to | 
ſuffer the price of bloud to lye in a cheſt, and yer to 
ſuffer blead it ſelfe to lye in the conſcience ? | 
2. This note likewiſe diſcouereth. ſuch for vn- | 
ſound,whoſe conſcience is only for the greater mat-| 
ters , the importants of the Law , mercy and indze- 
ment, without any regard of Mint or Aunice,though 
theſe alſo be Gods. commandements,and ought to 
be regarded. A fincere heart is like to the eyetrou- 
bled with the leaſt moate , or like to a neateſpruſe 
man, that no ſooner ſpies the leaſt ſpeck or ſpot in 


naſtie ſlouen, thoughheebe all to beſmcared , and 
beſoyled, he can endure it well enough. A delicate 
garden may not hauethe leaſt weede init, though 


a boxe of precious oyntment may not haue the 
leaft flye in it, though a Barrell of. Pitch haue 
ſwarmes of them. A ſtrait ſhove cannot endure the 
leaſt pibble ſtone, though a wide one may cndurea 
greatet. An vnſound: conſcience is large, and can 
{wallow downe any thing. The fincere conſcience 
is ſtrait and the leaſt bonc, though but ſuch as are 


——— — 
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money, 
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| 
| 
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' money, proued alfoatr laſt, vnfairhfull ro him in the 


| matter of his {fe it ſelfe. And $a/omontels vs, how 


; duced asa witneſſe ; as contragily, hethar is a true 
 witneſle bearer there , will not lye in his ordinarie 
| diſcourſe. For this I rake to be the meaning of that 


witneſſe bloweth forth lyes. 1f a man be truely faith- 
fullin much,he muſt needs alſo be faithtull in little. 
For the ſame God that requires his fidelitie in the 
one, requires italſo in the other. Saint. Pax! vpon 
this ground confirmes his ſinceritie in a matter of 
| priuate promiſe torhe Corinthians, concerning his 
comming to them, by hisfincerity in the preaching 
| ofthe Goſpell, a far greater matter. God #s witneſe, 
faith he,rhat owr word,thatis, promiſe of comming / 
' towards you,was not yeaand nay. \Nhy ?for che, ſoune 
of God, that is my preaching ofhim, was v7 yea and 
| #4). Negle&then ofſmall matters, may iuſtly bring 
| our obedience in greater matters into ſuſpition of 
 vnfaithfulnefle. And therefore in this regard muſt 
| conſcience be made of obedience, eucn in the ſmal- 
leſt matters,andthatvntothedeath,namely,thatwe 


| 


| heethar will lye ordinarily i-commen ſpeech , will | 
lyealfobeforecheiudgement ſeat, when hee is pro- | 


| Prouerbe, A faithfull witneſſe will not the t but a falſe | 


[l 


Pro.14.5. 
expounded, 


r Cor.1.18,19 


. 
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may approue our obedience to be ſound and free 
from deceit. For in greater matters if we ſhould not 
ftand our,all the world wovld cry ſhame of vs. And | 
here it-would be hard to ſay, whether the ſhame of 
theworld , of confcience of Gods commandement 

vrged vs. But inlefſe matters,the world ratherwil cry 

ſhameof vs,if we doeſtandout. Andthereforeinour 
obedience here Gods commandement ſeemeth | 
( to 


— ——————— 
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Can, y. 2» 


2. Theplaine _ | 
& open heat, | 


Pal x 294 


Plale142:5. 


| mans body begins firſt with the hearr , and other 


! heartis a ſlcepe though my eyes be waking,and my 
-tongue be _— My heart is foule though my 


| as well as crooked legges , loue roþe hid. It hates 


ro carrie the greateſt ſtroke with vs. 
' 3+ This note diſcouereth thoſe alſo for vaſound, | 
that having ſome care' of outward conformity, yet ' 
minde not the inward reformation of the heare. «In | 
this regard our Saujour cals the Phariſes, hyporrizer, 
and relembles them to painted ſepulchres. Art be- | 
gins, where Nature ends. Nature inthe framing of | 
ſuch inward parts, and then in the laſt place comes 
ro the face, andthe outward parts. Thus is it wich 
hypocrifie, which.is an artificiall kinde of holinefle;; 
it begins and ends in the outward face and faſhion | 
of religion: The inward pith, the heart and ſubſtance 
thereof, it cannot attaine vnto. But the heart and the 
purity thereof is the {peciall thing the ſincere Chri- 
ſtian lookes'vnto. Gods Iſracl ispure in heart,ſo that 
though ſometimesthe hand be defiled, yet then the 
heartis notalike polluted , but ſtill thetrue lſraclite 
may ſay, Ay heart is awake , though mine eyes ſlecpe. 
Whereas the baſe Iſraclite may fay contrarily, My 


hand be never ſo fine. 1 + 

'3. Aſincere heart is a'plaine and opex heart , not 
deſirous to ſmother,or Craftily to conceale it ſinnes, 
but rather to haue themlaid open, and to haue the | 
conſcience rabbed andranfſacked. So that with Da- | 
1id.it crycth, Try mee O Lord, and ſee if there be any | 
wickednefſe in me, and with the ſame Prophet, let the | 
righteous ſmite 216. But an vnſound & crooked heart 


the light ; it.carcot away with reprehenſion , but 
would' 
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would rathereat of the delicates of flatteries,againfl | 
which the Prophet praycth, Les no: my ſonle cate of 
their pr agebny yu mee not delight in their clawings, 
but rather in the blowes of righteous reprehenſions. 
Neither in any ſort can itendure triall. Guilty Rahe/ 
durſt not rife, when Laban came into her Tent, to 
ſearch for his Idols. On the contrary, as it argued 
humility inthe 11. Diſciples,to ſuſpect theworlt by | 
themſelues: ſo alſo ſincerity, thatthey were not pri-| 
| uy to any ſuch wickednes , when hearing our Saui-| 
our fore-tell the trechery of one of them, they offred | 
 themſelues to the triall faying, Aſter is is 1? is 36 7? 
4. A ſincere heart is alwaies moſt ſeuere againft 
ſinne,where nature and carnall reſpets would teach 
'vs to be mildeſt: As firſt to our ſelues. Indeede fin- 
cerity cannot endure fin in any,in it ſelfe leaſt of all. 
An hypocritewillnot endure the leaft fin in others, 
no netſo much as a moat in his brother ; ſo ſbarpe 
is he: inthe meane time ke can endurea beame in 
his owneeye; fo indulgent is hets himfelfe. 14d 
could adiudge Themur to the fire; vpen himſelfe 
yer, being far deeperin thar tranſgrefſion, he could 
pronounce no ſuch ſenience. Danid lay ſnorting in 
his owne fin, when yet he ſentenced a proportiona- 
ble {in,related inthe perſon of another. Wherin he 
bewrayed want of vprightnefle. It was ſaid of 4#- 
tonic, he hated « Tyrant,not tyr annie. It may as truly 
be ſaid of an hypocrite, he hateth finners,nor ſinnes. 


rigour of his zeale againftothermens finnes. This is 
| | anill figne, whereſocuer itis. A good heart is ready 
| to throw the firſt _— i ſelf; 5 beingſlower in | 

a 


For he nouriſheth many in him,notwithſtanding the | 


Pal.141.4- 


Gen.z1.35. 


Math.26.32, 


I V. Greateſt 


| ſcucrity againſt 


our Owne 
Gans. 


Math,7, 2. 


Gen. 38.24. 


2 Sam.12.5. 


Tyranmm non 
tyremidem, 


wet cenſuring 


34k | 


© The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. = | 


\ Math.2 2.16. 


t San 19.4.5, 


Gen. 49. 
Mark,6 18. 


| more at his owne childrenthen at anothers, ar his 


| careſl not for any mans gerſon, nonot for Ceſars him: | 


owneſonnes. Here was lokn Baptiſts {incerity , that 


Luke 937.4, 


Tuds. 20.14, 


| - 


| cenſuring others. None can ſay fo much 2gaindt it, 
'buri itſelte will be ready toſay much more. 

And as the {incereman will no more winke at his 
ownelinnes, then at anothers, ſo neither ar theirs ro 
whom hee is tied more by naturall and worldly ref | 
pects, then others, to whom hee is not ſo tizd. No | 


own parentsthen at anothers,at great and richones | 
then at the meaner ones, at friends to whom hee is 
' bound for, and depends vpon in hupe of kindnefle, | | 
'then Rrangers that haue no intercelt at all in him. | 


 Sincerity is free from partialiry. With Zea itknows | 


neither father nor mother, neither King nor Kezſar, 
This the Pharifes \ though hypocrites, knew well | 
enough whenthey Jaid Maſter, wee know thou tea- 
cheſt the way of God in truth,thatis, in ſincerity, and. 


ſeife : Tell vs then, whether lawfull to giue tribute! 
ro him or no, Heere then was Jonathans {inceritic , 

when hee concemned his owne Father, and that a 
King,in his proceedingsagainſt Davza, 8& defended 
Dams innocencie. Here was olde Jacobs lince1itie 
onhis death-bed, when fatherly affeftions are moſt 
liuely,ſo deepely enſuring Ruben, Simeon, Lent, I\is 


hee would not be filent,no na at Herods inceſt. Here 
was our Sauiours {incerity, that his mouthwas not 
ſtopped with the Phariſees good cheere, buteuen at 
their owne tables layed them out intheir owne co- 
lours, and entertaines them with as many menaces, 
as they did him, with diſhes. of meates.: Here was 
the Beniamites yaloungneſle, .that were ready _ 

the 
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for Gods cauſe; tor the diſhonour our fins hath done 


”-- 


theſword ro defend-in their brethren ſuch prodigi-| 
ous luſts , which they conld nor bur” condemne in 
their iudgements , and in others no doi:bt would 
hauebcen ready io hauepuniſhed with their ſwords, 
The Propher ioyneth theſe rwo rogether. Thou art 
a God of parecyes , and canſ} not bebola miqdity. So 
muſt it be with vcd wee will be pure and {1ncere in 
hearr, wee muſt behold no iniquitie, no not in our! 
ſclues ,or thoſe that arenecrelt vntovs.For fincerny, | 
asit louerh goodneſle even inthe grearel! cnemy,lo! 
ir hatethtinneeuen in the greateſt frier.d. | 
Laſtly,to omir many othernores, lincerity ſimply 
retoycerh! in £o0d::es & in good things themſelues, 
andtheglory of God thence ariſing. Therefore as it | 
grieucth for other mens ſins, fo it rejoyceth inother | 
mens ub<dienc e.Many are ofa contrary ſpirit: over 


can be pricued for their owne ſins, but nor for other 
mens. Here it is{uſp:itious, wee grieve not fo mich 


to him (for then wee fhould grieve alfo ar our bre- 
threns ſins,hecauſerhey alſo ſtaine Gods elory) but 
for our own ſake, for feare of feeling of ſome cuil pro- 


! cured toour ſelues by our fin : and fuch gricteargues 
ratherſelfe-love,then any true love of God. So like- | 


( 


wiſe they can be cheered, when they ſee Gods glory 
ſer forth by themſclues in any good work : not alike, 
v hen by others. Nay , rather they grieue at heacon 
good works of others,if of any marke, wherein they | 
haue had no hand themſelues. Like rhoſe Ephrai- | | 
mices,thar ſaid to 7prah, Wherfore wentſt rhou to fight | 
againſt the children of Ammon , and diaſt not call vs P| 
Bur the ſincere Chriſtian, fo God be cruly glorified | 
Aa 27 though) 


Tud, I2.1, 


V. Reioycing 

' and gricu: ng 

| for others gra- 
ccs and finnes, 
as well as our 
owne, | 


x 
Wi] 


—_ —_——— 
——— 


© Ser . Anenutnc ttt of Ace BRA HS ECG AI FUN Aras AOL Np AIG Is a ER 


| 


"4 BW 


Mer tr Ser er 
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Phil.1-18, 


x Cor,10.27. 


ne nn nn 


though it be without his helpe, yer reioyceth and | 
giucth thankes, nothing leſſe rhen if himſelfe had 
beene the inſtrument. If any good thing be done, he 
doth not ſtand curiouſly enquiring of the Author, 
of his iudgement,of his affe&tions,to finde out ſom- 
thing te imbaſe the worke 5 but is glad that any 
glory is brought to God, or goed to his Church, 
and with thankeſgiuing taketh his part of benefit ' 
thercout. Euenas in eating of meats, wee aske not | 
where or how it was got, bur falltoit ; and inthe 
Sambles, che Apoſtle willeth net to enquire whe- 
ther jt had beene ſacrificed to the Idoll or no, but 
being good meat , and fit ro be cate, without any 
more adoe to buy it, Thus Nathaniel the good I1- 
raclite, did not ſoſtandvpon or ſticke at Nazareth, 
but that hee would goe and try what our Sauiour 
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was. And though the Philippick Preachers prea- 


that Chriſt was truely preached, he therein reioyced, 
and would reioyce. lt is not then fincerities palate , 
net to reliſhgood meat , and well cooked, becauſe 
we reliſh nat the Cooke, 


and notes to try our falſe hearts by. Andofthethird 


illuſtration ofthe deceitfulneſſe of the heart, name- 
ly,by the vaſearchableneſle thereof, lomuch. 


CHnayP, 


chedofenuic, and vaine-glory , yer for the matter | 
ſoundly,their corrupt manner,what was that to Pal? 


Thus I haue ſhewed both the meanesto diſcover, 


«= # « 6 | 
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Crnare. XXIX. | 


Certaine general uſes ariſing out of the former 4s- 
&rine of the hearts deceitfulnefſe, or an exhortati- | 
on ts waichfulnejſe ener , and acaling wiſely, and 
ſtraitely with our hearts. | 


| 

H-ving by Gods goodneſle thus finiſhed the Vie x. 
whole doctrine of the hearts deceitfulneſie , it | 

remaineth now in the conclufion , that beſides 

thoſe particular vies which wee haue already made 

of ſome of the particular branches of this dottrine, | 

weeſhew alſo the generall which ariſech from the! 


whole. And they are ſpecially five. 


then in hand alwaies to haue our eyes in our heads, fulnefle, 


and to have our wits about vs , hauing to deale 
with fo noblea iugler, ſo full ofcunning trickes,and 


the very middeſt of them, incompaſſed with them 
ion cuery fide. Therefore let vs alwaies be ſuſpici- 
ous, and icalous ouer our hearts in allplaces, and 
yponall eccafions,in our ſolitarineſſe , in our com- 
pany , in our buſincfſe with men , in our dealings 
with God, in hearing, praying, medirating z in our 
dealings alſo with Sathan , in wreſtling with his 
temptations. VWhen the Philiſtimes were going 


let David go withthem ; they had him in icalouſic , 
becauſeot the louc hee bare to his owneCountrie, 
| Aa 3 | - and 
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I. If our hearts be ſuch decciuers, it ſtands vs' r. For watch. 


ſleights, continually ready to ſnare vs. Wewalkein| ,,,11,,, 
the middeft of ſnares, not onely neere them, but in| ad pop. 4vr. 


out to watre againſt the Iſraelites, they durſt not |; Sam.29. 


v: 
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and therefore put him out of the Armie. Happy 
were it for vs in our ſpirituall warre with Sathan, | 
if wee could as eaſily rid our ſelues of our naughty 
deceitfull heart, as they did chemſelues of Daurd. 
Wec have farre greater cauſe ro ſuſpect our hearts, 
then they David. The acquaintance of the fleth | 
with Sathan, and Sathans intereſt in the fleſh is | 
greater then the Iſraelites in Dauzd. Belides thar, | 
they neuer had any experience of Dauids deceittul-' 
neſle, and vnfaithfulneſle , as wee haue had of the | 
Aleſhes. Therefore I ſay it were well, if wee could | 
wholly caſhire this trecherous and perfidious fleſh.” 
But (ince it ſtickes ſo cloſe, as that we cannot pofli-| 
bly be ſhift of it, therefore we mult alwaies haue an | 
eye ouer it ; euen as wee would bave ouer an vntru-| 
ſtie pilfering ſeruant, who, notobſerued, will filch. 
For certainely ſuch is the deceitfulneſſe of our harts, 
that if our eye be neuer fo little cff them , off goes | 
the yoke of the Lord preſently, and they breake out 
into ſome vnlawfull liberty or other. Keepe wee | 
then our hearts, as Salomon counſels, fenced with | 
a double gard, as the Iayler his cloſe priſoner. See 
the doores be fait locked : Yea, looketo the win« | 
dowes , as Job did. If there be any open paſſage , 
this deceiuer will cither let in ſome body to him, 
which ſhould not come in, or elfe hee will out him- 
ſelfe. It wee fall aflecpe and neglett our watch, ei-| 
ther the Diuel],and his ſuggeſtions will enter, euen 
as when the fenceof a vineyard is downe, then the 
wilde Boarc,and all mannerof wilde beaſts come in, 
and deuoureal] : orelſc our heart itſclfe will wander 


4 


abroad, like a gadding Dinah, inthe idlc rouings) 
| | of 
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of her owne vaine imaginations, Thusthen ſhould 
weethinke with our ſelues euery morning : This day 


I amto venture into the world , and ſnares cuery 
wherelie thicke and threefould ; if | rake not heed, | 


eaſily ſhall I be caught. For what alas is there wher- 
in my heart is not ready to deceiue me ? | am now 
going to praier : My heart will be ready to thruſt 
in idle and wandring fancies, vnleſle I watch ouer it. 
[ am now to giue an almes, or to goe to confer with 
my Chriſtian friends : Pride and vaine-glory will 


| foile mee, vnlefe I looke well to my ſelfe. lam now 


going todeale in ſuch a controverſic , with a con- 


ly breake out into rage and diſtemper , and my 
mouth will ſoone ouerſhoote it ſclfe , if I held 
it not as with a bridle. 1 am going to afeaſt : If 
[ put nor a knife to my throate I ſhall eaſlil 

be ouer-reached by my deceitfull appetite. Tf 
[ler looſe the reines to mine owne corrupt hearr 


| [hall ſoone offend in excefle , either of meate or 


| mirth, I am now ro goe forthinto the ſtreete: And 
how many are the temptations ready to incounter 
mee 2? euencuery thing I either ſee or heare. If 1 
ſee my enemy, in whar danger am I of wrath , and 
malice? if my friend flouriſhing,of enuie?poore, of 
diſdaine ? if a beautifull woman, of luſt ? If I heare 
rotten ſpeach, how ready am [I to be corrupted 


to beprouoked with it? This is the caurelouſneſle 
wee muſt vſc in all our occaſions whatſoever ; For 
all places are full of theſe ſnares , the ftreete, the 


4 
| 


houſe, the bourd , the bedde, the cloſer, yea che 
Aa 4 
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| 


| 


tentious and wrangling man : My heartwill quick- | 


with it? if reuiling and injurious, how ready.am I | 
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| Church, the pulpit. The exhortation of Paw! to 


| 2 Tim.4.5, | Timothy, Watch thon in all things, is needefull ; be- 
| cauſe the heart deceitfull aboue all things ; is alſo 


——___ 


deceitfullin all rhings, cuen in rhe beftthings that 

| | may be, And therefore Chriſt bids vs rake heede 
Maths, ro our hearts , even in our almes and praiers, and 
other the holieſt ſeruices,we can poſſibly performe, ' 
for euen in them ſnares will be ſet for vs. In thele | 
ations wee had needeſhut the doore of our hearts | 
that our mindes ſtealenot away from God. Neuer | 
then truſt thou this heart of thine, that it will bei 
well ordered, and kept in good frame, though thou ! 
carry not alwaies ſo heauy a hand and narrow an. 
eyeouer it, No, if thou looke not thus firaightly 
co it, it will be gone, as a wild-horſe, if a man once | 
let goethe bridle, as hee is walking in his journey : | 
And then when hee is once gone , hee will not be' 
Fotten againe in haſt 3 but a man muſt ſpend as 
much time in recouering of him, as would haply 
haue beene ſufficient.to haue diſpatched the whole 
iourney. So will it fare withthy heart, if once thou 
let goe this bridle of watchfulneſle : Je will runne out 
ſo farre, that ir will be long ere thou wilt catch it | 
againe. It will be ſo frozen, that ic will be long ere | 
thou can bring it to melt. It will be ſo looſe, and 
idle, that.it will be long ere theu canſt worke it vnto 
true deuotion : and thou muſt ſpend as muchtime , 
nay more, in ſecking to regaine thy heart againe , 
and to bring it into remper and tune, forthe ſer- 
vice of God, then would have ferued forthe good 
performance of the ſeruice ir ſelfe. But aboue all 
things ſee thou truſt not thine heart with fuch 
_ things 
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things as may be dangerous occaſions to euill. 
Looke berter to-it then fo, Be as fearefull ofthis, as | 
[thou art of giuing a knife to a Childe, or a ſword to 
[a Mad-man. Thine eyes cannot be quick cnongh 
for thy heartthen. The mad-man will ſpeake ſome- 
times fo ſoberly, and vſe ſuch faire perſwaſtons to 
be vnfettered, and promiſe that hee will be ſo quiet. 
&c. But no ſooner is hee looſe, bur he plaies reakes, 
wounds , {laies, deſtroies whatfocuer is in his way, 
yea cuen him that looſed him. Solikewiſe deale our 
hearts with vs. They can flatter with vs, and O why 
(hould wee trouble our ſelues ſo much,alwaies to be 
looking tothem ? and why ſhould we deale fo hard- 
ly with them, alwaies ſo tokeepe themin, asa bird 
in a cage?to hold them fo ſhort of all liberty ? why ? 
they haue better gouernment of themſelues , then 
that wee need to feare them ſo, &c. Bur when once. 
they haue gotiree, then they ſerue vs like the mad- : 
man, ſo that we ſhallrue that timethat cuerwegaue 
them ſuch liberty. | 

2. This deccitfulneſſe of our hearts muſt cauſe | 3. Vſc. To 
vs often to renew our covenant with God, and by | _—_ ——_ 
ſolemne vowes , and proteſtations of aur repens | þy cm 
rance, as it were with ſtrong ropes, to binde and. 
hold faſt thefe fugitiues. 1f a man be knowne to be | 
a common deceiner, wee will neuer take his word | 
forany thing : bur if wee muſt needs deale with | 
him, wee will beſure to haue his hand and ſeale, and | 
the beſt ſecurity we can get. So wile, and wary are 
wein the matters of this life. 'VVell, thy heart is far 
more cunning to decciue thee, then the craftieft 
Pouy is,t0 ouerreach his neighbour, Be not _ | 

0 
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ſo {impleas to belecue cuery figh, euery wiſh and | 
word, eucry motion, and inclination of thy hearr. 
For how often as I haue ſhewed before, doc our | 
Chap.2 15 hearts deale like Zarah when hee was to be borne, | 
make many goodprofers of comming forth out of | 
their finnes,as it were the darkeneſſe of the wombe, ' 
inothe light of grace, but they recoile preſently? 
Every flight occaſion is in ſteade of a Perez vnto 
them. And yetloethe (illineſſe of men; to belecue 
their. hearts that are ſo lightof faich. They thinke 
verily when they feele ſome fit of good affection, 
O now I haue got the victory, finne ſhall neuer 
ſo preuaile againſt mee as it was wont ; when yet 
the ſame houre, it may be, ſees them in worſe ta- 
king then cuer before. Saul, though affeed with 
Dauids apologie, he acknowledged both Daxids in- 
nocence, and his owne vniuſtice, and though with 
teares, with good words, My ſonne Danid, with 
| good praiers,The Lord render thee good,he witneſſed 
good will to Dau, yet for all this David truſted 
him nor, but kept himſcife in the hold ſtill. For 
ſhortly after Saul was hunting after him againe. 
| And though then alſo he ſeemed rorelent, and pro- 
1 Sam.26,21. | miled Danid peace : Come avaine my ſon Dauid,iwill 
| ave thee no more barmezyetfor allchat David hearke- 
ned not. For what heede is to be taken to a falſe 
and fickle-hearted mans words: ? Our hearts be- 
ing as fickle andinconftant in their relenting affe- 
ctions towards the Lord , as Sauls was toward Da- 
«i4, (hould wee truſt them any more in ſuch fits, 
chen Dazid did S$a#/?:No : but ſince cuen the ftron- 
gelt bonds are- too weake to: hold ſuch flippery | 


hearts , 


i Sam.24.17- 
18,19. 


Verſe 23. 


| 
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| hearts, that they (lide nor out of our =— 
' fore cauſe them to enter into folemne Couenant 
' with the Lord, as thoſe in Nehemiah, Eſra, and the | | 


Neceh.1o, 


' Chronicles, T his did-Dauid, 1 bane ſworne,faith he, | £#:19.3 


and will performe it, that 1 will keepe thy tatures. In | | Pi 
. euill things, cowhich we areprone by nature,we can | 
' bind our lelues by oaths & vowes,w henwe teele our 
 ſetues diſpoſed vato them, as to revenge, when the | 
f ' injuric is freſh, andour hot bioud is vp: how much 
| more then ſhould wee doe the like in good? The 
| Divuell ſees that wrath is a fire ſoone our ; therefore 
| hee will nourith ic with an oath : how much more 
ſhould wee nouriſhthe fire of zeale and good affe- 
| Rions, which haue no tewell from within vs,as an- | 
' | gerhath, and fo are farre more ealily extinguiſh- | 
| ed? how much more I ſay ſhould wee — 
| and vphold in our ſelues all good things with this 
' prop of an oath , and couenant-ſtriking with the | 
' Lord? And heere ſcethar thou regiſter, and record | 
by thy accounts-booke this thy Covenant, that fo 
"when thy deceitfull heart ſhall be offering to ſtart a- 
fi ſide, and giuernee the lippe, thou mayeft preſent- 
ly recall ir, and keepe it in with putting it in minde. | 
of this couenant, VVhat ? didft noutthou onſuch a 
time, when thou wert humbled vnder the hand of | | 
God, and haddeſt ſome good delires kingdled in | 
thee by his Spirit , didſt not thou then ſolemnely | 
giue thy faith ro God, and by the ſtraighteſt bonds | 
of thy vowe and oath , firmely knit thy ſelfe vnto | 
him, and wilethouſo fone be offering to make e- 
[capes from him? Haſt thou ſo ſoone forgotten thy 
couenant f Thoufalſe fugitiue : But yeſterday waſt| 
| thou 
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al. 119.106, 
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thou brought home to thy maſter, then thou hum- 
bledfit thy felfe vato him, ſoughteſt reconciliation, 
' promiſedſt morefaithfull ſeruice. And yer art thou 
| now offering ſo quickly to rake thee to thy heeles' 

' againe? 
3. Viefor | 3. This deceitfulneſſe of our hearts much teach 
- 0n- nce ; vs wiſedome, to take themat the vantage, when at 
zood oppor- | any time wee finde them ina good moode, in any 
runities. ſort well affeQed, or diſpoled to any good duty, 
Thou haſt this wiſedome in the things of this lite. 
Hauing to deale with a light, and inconſtant man, 
when thou findeſt him in the good vaine, then 
thou wilt be ſure to Jay hold of thar opportunity, 
and to take him then art his word. For thou know- 
eſt, that if thou ſhouldetl let him goe on neuer ſo 
lictle longer, within an houre or two, heewould be 
of another minde. Aﬀuredly thy heart is far more 
variable and vncertaine, then the fickleſt man that 
can be. Doeſt thou then feele at any time, that 
thy heart is warmed with good motions , inlarged 
with good affections, lift vp to heauen in ſpiricuall 
meditations, deeſt thou feele any ſparkles of the 
heaucnly fire ? rake thou the bellewes preſently, 
blow cill. they flame, cheriſh, and make much 
euen of the ſmoaking flaxe. Now is the time for | 
thee, now-l ſay, in this floate of good affeQions , 
when thy heart is ſo well prepared, tofallto praier, | 
to confeſlion of thy ſinnes, to reading, to all the 
good exerciſes of repentance and inuocation, and 
[in a word to the doing of chat good worke for the 
which motions, and defires arertifen in thy minde. 
For how often haue the beſt of vs beene beguiled 
here ? 
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| here? tothinke we ſhould do afterwards thatwhich 
in preſent wee purpoſed and deſired, and within an 
 hourcor lefſe, all our heat is gone, our affeRions are 
' growne chill, and coole, our hearts heauy,our ſpirits 
 drowlie and dead, and (o our ſelues wholly diſabled 
forthe doing of that wee thought. And why? be- 
| cauſe wee ſirucke not the iron whiles it was hor, we 
' held not our hearts faſt, when we had hold of them, 
| we vſed not the meanes to keepethem ill in good 
frameand temper. And ſo all our good thoughts 
vaniſh, and come to nothing. Excellently Dawid , 
Ay heart O God is prepared. What? (hall I ſoffer now 
other occaſiens to callmee another way? No : for 
thenal! that life and vigour which now | feele, will 
be gone: but 1will ariſe, and gine thanks, and ſo, 1 
will ariſe and pray, ariſe and confeſſe, &c. Oh if wee 
would goctopraycr in this ſpring-tide, as it wereof 
good affetions, how then,as the Prophet ſpeaketh, 
fhould we powre out a prayer ? how would the rivers 
of repenting teares ouer-flow ? whereas, negleting 
this occafion, our prayers come bur droppingly from 
| vs afterwardin the ebbe ofour affeaions. It canner 
be ſpoken how little a thing will diſtract and vnſettle 
our hearts. Theyarelike to glaſſes, that will be hurt 

with a little breath; and vnto muſicall inſtruments, 
that will be put out of tune with theleaſt diſtemper 

| ofthe aire. Andtherefore wee had notneed preter- 

mitche opportunity when wee feele them wrought 

vpon in any ſort by the Holy Spiritof God. What 
good impreflions would they nor recciuethen , be» 

ing ſofoft and tender ? whereof afterward they will 

notbe capable,being returned to their formerhard- 
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Eſay 26;16, | | 


: neſſe 
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| + Chro81. 35. | cheerefull offeringrothe.temple, 0, Lord, keepe this 
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Plal.8S 21. 


Luke 24.29. 


Pro, 20.18. 


neſle? Doe then good thoughts and deſires cffer 
themſelues , doe ſuch gueſts ſecke lodging in thy 
heart ? Oh welcomethem in thekindeſt manner, lay 
hold ofthem and by thy kinde and reſpettive viage | 
of them,conſtraine them,as they once our Sauiour, 
to ſtay (till with thee. VVhat is this kinde entertain- 
ment we are toſhew them, bur the entertainement 
ofour prayers,reading and confeiring of theward? 
If wee would doe fo , after once good atkeAtions are 
entred into our hearts, we ſhould cuenlocke vp the 
dore vponthem,that they could not ger out agauie, 
ſo wee ſhould have more of their company then. 
now wee haue ; in fieadot viſiting vs now and then, 
they would hecome daily gueſts, and-ordinary reft- 
dentaries with vs. Saiomon bids vs eſtabliſh our 
thoughts by counſell. This Proverbe hath. his truth 
euen in holy and ſpirituall thoughts, the which alas 
will ſoonefaiic, vnlflſe we fertle and confirme them 
in our hearts, and after the ſpirit hath once cntred 
them into vs, doe fo pegge and hammer them in, 
and drive them duwne to deepe by the vſe of good 
meanes, as that we may not caſlly looſe them atter- 
ward. Atthe firſt riting then of a good thought , 
pray with Daaid, becauſethou feareſt the deceittul- 
neſle of thine heart, kn/r my heart ,this falſe fickle fu- 
gitiucheart,alwaics ready toſteale from thee, knit it 

 Q Lord, andy it faft v#7o thee , that as it is now | 
with thee , ſo it may ſtill remaine with thee : and a- 
| gaine wich the ſame Prophet in the bchalfe of his 
people, ,whgn zhey were ſo well diſpoſed in, their 


| for ever this frame of che thoughts of thy ſernants bart. 
i | ; , | . An Pl 


— 


_ 


: Ss 


a 


+ -— 


The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. | 355 


—_— 


CS — 


And frame his minde towards thee. This counſell- 
taking with Godin prater,isthe only remedy againſt 
the deceitfulneflc-of our heart , for the preſeruing 
jand eſtabliſhing of all good thoughts and deſires. 
4. The decentfulnefle of our hearts muſt cauſe vs 
daily.ro-keepe anaudit in our owne conſcience,cuer 
'andanon calling them to their-accounts. A truſty 
ſeruant,an Eleezar, we will let goe on, & reckon but 


{bppery fidelity , had needebereckoned with eucry 


had ofthe falſnefle oftheſe harts fo often deceiving 
vs, muſt make vstobevery ſtrait & ſeuere in exami- 
ningof them. Salomon not obſcurely intimates this 
| to be the cauſe of our harts deceitfulnes;thatiwe do 
not take this paines of a ſtriQ triall Enery mans waies 
are pure in his owne etes: but the Lordtrieth the harts, 
and ſo ſeestheir ſecret deceit, whichweperceive not, 
becanſe we try not, Letvsneucr therefore let recko« 
[nings runne on, but euery day letvs make all euen, 
{ler vs chaſtiſe our ſeiues euery morning, examine 


i 


| OUT ſelues every cucning, euen in the ftill Glenceof 


{the night, as wee lye waking on our beds. In the 
{ marter of disburſement of money for the repsiring 
of the temple, 79/;2h gave charge that no reckoning 
ſhould be made with .cthem into whoſe hands the 
money was delivered ; for {aith hee) they deale 
faithfslly. Indeed; if our hearts dealt faithfully with 
vs, we alſo might ſpare this labour of daily counts- 
caſting, But becauſe both the word of God, and our 
owne-experience haue ſufficiently diſcovered their 
vnfaithfulneſle; therefore wee contratily taut ſay, 

"Sp Let 


ſeldome with him. But a Gehezi, one that is but of 


day. The miſerableexperience then which wee haue | 


| 


! 
j 


| 
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IV. Vſc,for 


ſtrait exam;na« 
tion of our 


hearts, 


2 Kings 22,7, | 


Pro,21.2, 
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V. Vſe, for exe 


hortationto 


ſinceritie. 


Plal.51+ 


' Letthere be daily,yea hourely reckonings kept with 
our hearts , for they deale exceeding vnfaithfully. 
The Mufitian, becauſe his inftrumentquickly growes 
out of tune , cuen whiles hee is playing , therefore 
cuen then he will betuning of it, as ſoone as he ſpies 
theleaſt iarring in any of the ſtrings : Somuſt wee | 
intermixe the correQion, and amendment of our 
hearts, (which is doneby firi examination:) toge- 
ther with their vſe and imployment, and not to be 
like the fooliſh mower , that ſtill mowes, andneuer 
whets his Sythe. vih 
Laftly, fince all our hearts naturally are ſo full 
fraught wich guile, being ſo immeaſurably and vn- 
ſcarchably deceirfull , as heere the Prophet teach- 
eth; it muſt cauſe vs in the hearty bewayling, and 
confeſling of this corruption , to ſtriuefor the con- 
trary grace. Vee, that by the mercy of God pro- 
feflereligion more {incerely are ready tothinke our 
ſelues wronged, if nebe called hypocrites, and de- 
ceitfull people. No, let vs makevſe offuch imputa- 
tions and profit by the raylings of our enemies. For 
they lay no other imputcation on vs, then here God 
himſclfe dorh,faying, The heart of man, without cx- 
ceptionof any, & deceitfull. So that the heart, euen 
of the moſt holy and regenerate, is ſtill inpart de- 
ccitfull,as in part it is wicked. Let vs notthen deny 


- | that in our ſelues, which the God oftruth hath laid 


= vs : butler vs rather ſearch out his tprivie and 
clole hypocrifie of our hearts, and hauing found ir, 
purgethemofic. Praying with the Prophet, Renue « 
right ſpirit i me, laboring forthat ſamecruch.in-the 


| inward parts which God ſoloveth; that {o-weemay 
with 


es. 
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with Apelles,be approved in Chriſt, and with Nathanis| Rom-16. 

, true Iſraclites, in whom is no guile, eventhe 1/-| G16, 

racl of God, pure in heart. The which that wee may 
artaine vnto [ will heere ſet downe certaine, both 


peanes and motives. 


Cn AP, XXX 


Motines unto, and meancs of ſincerity. 


He w0:zues to incite vs vnto {incerity and fin- 

gleneſſe of heart are many, and powerfull ,} 
throughout the whole booke of God, ſomewhereof 
I will vrge atthis time. | 

1. Sincerity is the girdle, whereby all other gra- 

cesaretied cloſe vnto vs: Sothe Apoſtle in the de- 
ſcription of the ſpirituall armour, cals it he girl: 
ef truth. And therefore here alſo is truethat weſay, | | 
w#2irt, vnbleſi. Hee-is but a looſe man, that wants| Epheſ.6.14, | 
this girdle. Let his gifts and graces beneucrſo ex- 
*cellent, yer they {it but looſe about him , when a 
ftorme comes they will eaſily be ſhaken off. Frojy | Math.iz.12. | 
him that hath not, ſhall be taken away that hee hath. 
From him that hath not the gift of fincere (ant7ifica- | 
tion, ſhall betaken away thoſe commoen gifts of an | 
ouerly, and ſuperfictary illumination, yea his ſhowes 
alſs of true ſanQification. Not onely that he hath | 
ſhall be taken away, but that alſo which he /cemes to ll 
haze. The Figge-tree that onely mad: a ſhew with | Luke 18.18, 
leaues, hauing no fruit, in end, being curſed, loſt the 
| Bb icaues 
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Mar, 11.20. 


PC3l.137.5. 
Ezcch.11.17. 


Reucl. 3.2. 


4 


Pal, 37.35-36: 


leauestoo, wherewith it deceiued our Sauiour, and 
wholy withered. Gods gitts in an vnſound hart,con- 
trary as it were totheir own naturegbeing peruerted 
to wrong ends, doe even ſigh vnder our abuſe, and 
God hearing their groanes,giuesthem the wings of 
the Eagle , toflye away from ſuch vniuſt poſleſſors, 
How fearefull are the examples of many vnſound 
profeſſors, who notwithſtanding all their goodly 
fouriſhes,haue yet vaniſhed at laſt? they hauc been 
ſtript ſtarke naked of all, their right hand hath for= 
got it skill,their right eye hath been darkened, their 
arme withered, they haue mouldred away , and be- 


| come meere nothings, vnſauory ſalt fit for nothing 


bur the dunghill. Chrift having told the Church of 
Sardis that her graces were ready to dye, piues this 
rcaſonthereof. For 1 haue not found thy workes per- 
fetf# before God. Therefore they are ready to die, be» 
cauſe tainted with the infe&tion of hypocriſie. Had 
not Judas many excellent graces of prayer, preach» 
ing, miracles? 8&c. yet, foraſmuch as they wanted 
the ſalr of linceritie to preſerve them from putrefa- 
ion, both hee and they miſerably rotted,and came 
to fearcfull deſolation, His heart becamea ſtye and 
ſtable for Sathan toJodgein,and to begetthat mon- 
ſtrous conception of barbarous and treeherovs villa- 
nie. So that wharthe Pſalmiſt ſpeaketh concerning 
rhe wicked mans temporall eſtate, may truely be 
ſpoken concerning the hypocrites ſpirituall eſtate. 


1 faw bim like the freſh lawrell, ſpreading himſelfe,and 
flouriſhing : but loe the roote being corrapt with hypo- 


| ifie, bee could not boid ont. Inquire for him, and|- 


for his many graces, his great knowledge, his bur- !. 


pn ning! 
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| ſome ſecret fault, may carry as good a ſhew as the 


ined, and lenel!ed with the ground , not « fone left | 


ning zcale , his forward alacrity, 8c, and loe their 
place cannot be found. The body when the foule is 
once gone,may not long ſtay-aboue ground. Itmuſt 
needs be buried. Sothe hypocrites graces wanting 
ſincerity,which isthe very ſoule and life of all grace, 
they are buta ſtinking carrion , and whatſhould an 
odious and vgly loathſome carkafſe doe, but be 
chrown into the pit ? Standeth it vs not then in hand 
to looke to our lelues, thatwe be vpright in heart, if 
we would enioy the ſweet comfort of our finall per- 
ſeucrance ? For, as excellently Bradford, the way of 
Chriſtis the ſtraight way, and ſo ſtraight, that as few 
can finde it,and fewwalke in it,ſo none can halt in it, 
but muſt needs goe vpright. -For asthe ſtraightneſle 
will ſuffer no reeling to this ſide or that ſide: fo ifany 
man halt, he is like to fall off the bridge into the pit 
of eternall deſtrution. An vnſound horſethar hath 


ſoundeſt, and at the firlt for a mile or two will tra- 


| uell as freſhly and cheerefully as any , bur ar length | 
 hetires and giues ouer. So is it with an vnſound and 


deceitful Chriſtian. Notwithſtanding all his faire 
beginnings , and hopefull entrances , -yerhe conti- 
nuesnot. Letan Apple ſeemeneuerſo beautifull, if 
it berotten at corezir wi! quickly putrifie. The houſe 
built on the ſand cannot ſtand alwaies. If atempeſt 
ariſe, downe ic goes, irfals, and the fallthereofis 
great, like thatof Ieruſalem, which though it were 
a moſt glorious and godly City,yet it was wholly ru- 


von & ſione. So great is the fall of theſe ſandy Chri- 
Rians, that it euenaſtoniſheth them thatknewthein | 
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Math,7. 


Luke 19.44. | 
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Pal. 37.1 9. 
Ezck.28,13: 


Renc1,18.16. 


Math.6.30. 


lonah 4.6.7.8, 
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before, when they Rood floriſhing in their pride and 
beauty. So thathere alſo wee may tranſlate thoſe 
words of the Prophet fromthe outward goods , and | 
apply them to the inward graces of the wicked : 0b 
bow horrible and ſedainly arethey conſumed? Thou haſt 
ſet thew,and their graces too jv flippery ground : As 4 | 
dreame they vaniſh. And as they inthe Prophet | 
lament Tyr«s and Sidox, with the like lamentation | 
may.wee bewaile the pittifull ruines of the vnſound ' 
Chriftian. Thos haſt beene in Eden, the garden of God, 
4s one of the faireſt trees thereof: Euery pretious ſtone. 
was in thy garment,the Ruby,the Topazethe diamond, 
Ce. But alas, alas, theſe great ones that were eloathed 
with purple and ſilke : For in one houre are all theſe ri» 
ches come to deſolation. Yeſterday flouriſhing like one 
of the gallant Lillies , putting downe Salomon in all 
his glory, andalas today caft into the fiery Oucenof 
hell. The many gourds of excellent graces ſpronted 
vp ſodainly,and grew mightily,and vnder their ſha- 
dow ye fat reioycing-+ but alas with onas his ioy. 
For the worme ofa deceitfull hart in one night hath 
as ſodainly conſumed them all. So that now yeare 
worſe then cucr before; as Jon«h,after the perifhing 
of his gourd, troubled not only with the ſun,bur alſo 
with the Eaſt.winde. The windsof the Diuels temp- 
tations ſhall be letlooſe more fiercely to inrage the | 
ſcorching Sunne of thine owne cencupiſcence and 
corruption;free liberty fhal be giuen tothy former- 
ly reſtrained corruption ; &foraſmuch as thou waſt 
alwaics a Sow, power of re-entrance ſhall be gran- 
ted tothe impure ſpirit, with the company of ſcuen 
worſe, that asonce he hid thoſe Gadaren Swine, he | 
ma 
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may carriethee headlong -into- the filthy and miry 
ſea of thine:owne fleſhlineſſe, there to wallow and 
tumble as. beforethy cleanſing;” God hath threat- 
ned, and hee will be as good as his word,toſpue out 
the luke-warme out of his mouth. Thinke not'now 
that God will be like thee, that as thou cateſt vp 


thy vomir, ſo hee will his, and ſuffer thee, after thou | 


art once vomited, tocome into his ſtomack againe. 
Nay, becauſe hee faw thou waft ſuch a dogge that 
chou wouldit returne to thy ſinne, which thou hadft 
yomited, therefore harh he ſpued thee out for cuer ; 
ro teach thee by his example in ſpuing thee out, how 
thou ſhouldſt haue ſpued thy (in out, namely with- 
out a defire of eucr returning to'it againe , as-the 
 Ifraclices co their forſaken «/£gypt. Such Ifraclites , 
that after their departure from Egypt, carrie yeta 
diſpoſition of returning, in the wildernes muſt they 
die, into Gods reſt never muſt they enter. O milſe- 
rable caſe ofthe hypocrite,which is ſo deſperate, 8 
irremediable! The fallof the ſandy houſe, ſaith our 
Saviour, is great. Hereingreat, becauſe ſo quaſhed 
in ſbiuers, that it. cannor be reared vp againe, and 
'the curſe of God is {ſuch vpon it,-being fallen, that 
like Iericho and Terufalem it is irreedifiable. With 
m9 whole heart hane 1 ſought thee, faith David, ſuffer 
me not to wander from thy commandements. Infintra- 
ting thereby; that ſuch as:doc-not feeke God with 
their whole hearts,tharis,in fingleneſſeof heart,vn- 
fainedly, God will ſuffer them to wander in'crooked 


| 


blinde wayes, andthart fearefully and irreturneably. 
To thelike purpoſe. is thatin the ſamo Pſalme : Zer | 

my beart be'oprigbt in thy flatates, thit 1 may newer be | 
| ==. aſhamed, 


Reuel. 3416, 
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Toſh.6.26, 
Pal. 119.0, 


Pſal.r119.90, 
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s/hawed. Thoſe then that are not vpright in heart, 
God owes them a ſhame, and will aſluredly pay it | 
vatothem.lIs it not aſbame for a man in good trade 
ro proue bankerupt,and turne begger? will hee nor 
be aſhamed to looke any body in the face, that 
knew him before? ſo ſurely is it with the deccitfull | 
Chriftian, when hee is thus fallen away ; being now | 
made a miſerable ſpetacle, and as it were a mons | 
ſter to be pointed at with the finger, that as thetrue | 
Iſraclite is noted out with a Behold , for imitation , 
Behold a true Iſraclite,sn whom is no gaile, lohe with 
| a Behold, for deteſiation , behold the man that tooke 
Pll.gz.79, | vet God for his frength. Whata ſhameis this when 
it will be ſaid , was not this the great profeſſour, the 
earneſt Preacher? and lo now, with Dewes, he hath 
imbraced the prefentworld. Did not Adems Apo- 
Raſie fill his face with ſhame > Howſoeuer ſome- 
times this kindeof men hanefaces of nainſcote,and 
forcheads of brafle, yettheir conſcience,l dare ſay, 
is aſhamed to ſce God diſcouer theit filthy naked-. 
nefſe, by taking away their very ſhomes of grace, | 
and bringing their ſecret wickedneſle to light. I 
conclude then this firſt motiue with the words of | 
our Sauiour, whoſcit is. Take beede of hypecriſie. For 
there is nothing bid, that ſhall not be renecaled, nor co- 
wored, that ſhall not be knowne. How righteous, O 
Lord, isthis thy iudgement vponhypocrites ? They 
are not that they ſeewe , and are theuphr to be : 
Therefore at laſtthey ſhall ſcewe, and be rhoughtro 
bethart they «re, 
2. Sinccrity is the higheft perfeQion attainable 
in this life. - Thatwhich is wanting in the meaſure! 


of | 


Iohn | +47. 


of obedienceand holineſſe, is made vp inthecruth, 
and ſoundnefſe thereof. Therefore Peter being | 
asked of the weaſure of his loue to Chrift,loveſt thou 

| we more then theſe? an{wereth anely concerning the 

: truth ; being asked of the quantity, anſwereth onely 
2oncerning the quality, Lord thou knoweſt that 7 loue 
thee. For the quantity, itmatrersnot ſo much with 
thee : Noneloues thee ſo mneh as hee ought : but 
for the ſincere quality, which isall in all withthee, 
as for that, I appeale to thy ſelfe. Hence it is that 
where the Scripture ſpeaketh of perfection, it is to 
be vnderitood of fincerity, in the fecling of imper- 
fetion, and in ancarneſt deſiring,and aſpiring after 
\ perfetion. Thoſe that in one place are ſaid tobe 
perfe&, in another,by way of expoſition, are ſaidto 
be vpright. 

' 3». Where finceritie is, there God both covers 
" and cares all other infirmities. As hypocriſie drow- 
.neth many excellent graces, and cauſeth God to 
take no notice of them ; ſo contrarily ſincerity ma- 
ny groſle infirmities , and by drawing the cye of 
Ged to it ſelfe , cauſerh it to winke at them. How 
many infirmities ſcaped from che good Prophet 
David ? his numbring the people, his counterfci- 
ting madnefle, his colluſion with cho, his raſh 
anger, and furious ſwearing and vowing the death 
of Nabal, and his vniuſt dealing with good poore 
Mephibeſheth. Theſe things were finnes, yer fince- 
rity was 2 vayle vato them. Bceauſe fincerity was 
not ſo ſhaken in his other finnes as in his murther, 
and adultery :. God that teoke ſome ſpeciall notice 


of this latt , would take none at all of the other. 
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Iohn 21.15, 


1 Chron 18. 
33+ afterrard 
verſe 38, 
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| The heart of David, faith the Scripture, was vprigbs 

| in all things, ſauce in the matter of Priah.\Nhen at He- | 

| 2ekiahs Paſſeouer , there had beene fome want in | 

| ſome of the people their preparation, yet Hezri2ab 

; charitably preſuming of the linceritic, and honeſty. 

| of their hearts, prayes thus for them; The good Lord 

* | be merciful to him that prepareth his whole heart to 
| ſecke the Lord God, though he be not clenſed according 

| 20 the purification of the SantFuary. To how ſincerity | 

| preuailed againſt che defeCt of legall purification, 

| being more powerfull ro draw Gods blefling, : then | 

; the other his curſe, Some of Aſaesinfirmities having 

| beene mentioned by the Holy Ghoſt, as that the: 
' high-places, were not taken away, yetthe concluſt- | 
on'is, Tet his heart was vprieht towards the Lord all | 
his dates. Lo how all other his infirmitties are coue- | 
red with the mantle of {incerity. Contrarily in Jehs, : 
wee may obſerue, how the holy Ghoſt after alarge' 
deſcription of many excellent things done by him, 
doth at-laſt as it were draw a croſle line, and blot 
2 Kings 10,31. | Outall ſpoken beforewith this concluſion ; Bur Jehu | 
regarded wot to waike i the law of the.Lord with all 
his heart. Lo howalloether bis-graces: are buried in 
the-grauc of: an, vifound heart : Great veriGes: not 
{lweerned with ſincerity, are no orzament vnito vs : | 
And great. infirmitzes, not ſaured with hypocriſie, | 
arc rogreat deformzties. Thoſe God acknowledges | 
not : theſe God iputes not. Eo | 
4- . Neither doth God couer onely, but in time, 
curealſo fincerities imperfeions; giuing it ſtrength 
and:daily. incfratn of gtace toppreuaile agairiſtchem. 
2 Chron.1 6:9.) For the e3es; of he:Lord bebbld all gbe earth 40 fſhew 


bim- 


rt King.15.14- 
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\bimfeife. frong.'with them' that are of vpright heart. | 
Howfocuer they may be weake-in thenilelties, yet 
they ſballfecle Gods ftrength.perfeRting it ſelfe in | 
their weakneſle, For ast is in the Pſalme, wzth the | Pl 18.15. 
vpright thow wilt be vpright ; thou wilt notfajle him | 
inhisnecde. No, The Lerd is neere to thers that call | Pfal.145.18. 
upon hims,that call upon himin truth, he is neere with 
the powerfull preſence of his Spirit, to helprhem in 
all their needs,to retieuc, and fuccour them againſt 
all cheir infirmities: and temprations. VWherenpon | 
the Plalmiſt prayes : Doe good O Lord to them that | Phlt25.4. 
are truein heart ; yea,and afſuresvsout of his owne | 
experience that God is good to 1fracl,cueninthe mid- | Plal,zy.r; 
{deſt ofafflition-and temprarion;buttowhatiHracl? 
170 the pure in heart. And Paul pronviſerhfixch as are | Rom, 16,1940. 
ſimple to exill,chat is incere-hearted; thar they ſhall | 
not alwaies be held captive vnder: their infirmirics:, 
! but a3dcogth Sathan ſhall be trrowdvnder their fees | 
Iris the wom of the: Lord to' reward the {incerity 
'of alittle grace, with abundance of greater graces: | 
Nathbaviel, before his comming to Chriſt; could | 
hauo no:great knowledge;: yetbeing a erueIſtuelite, | 
yoidedfguile; Chriſt further 'inlightens him giues ET: 
him the ſight of the true Mefſiah, not onely bodily, | Iohn 1.49 50, 
bur ſpirituall, indues him with true faith, and promi- | 
| ſes him ftill greater matters. Alas; eheweake 8 dim 
{knowledgethar the ppote-Eunuch ; and Cornelia 
had in the myſtety oh godlinefſc : 'yer becauſe ac- 
{cording to rhat poore meaſure of knowledge they 

had, they worſhipped:God fincerely; an Euanges | a458.& 10, 
liſtwasſent tothe one;, 4nd bothan Angell; and an | 
Apoſile to the other ,; bringing the reward of their } 


ſincerity | 


A— 


| 366 | "The deceirfulneſſe of mans heart. = 


Pſal . 37- 16, 


Verſe 21. 


Math.25.-8. 


_—_I | 


ſincerity in their hands, the clearer light of the Gol- 
pell, and fuller largeſſe of ſpirituall gifts. For as 
thecurſeof Godis vpon hypocriſie to decreaſe and 
deftroy a great deale, a great tocke of grace, ſothe 
blefling of God is vpon lincerity to increaſe the lit- 
tle ſtocke, the two mites, the graine of Muſtard-ſeed 
of ſincerity. So that as in the outward eſtate,ſo alſo 
in the inward, itis true which the Prophet ſpeakerh 
of the true childe of God. 4 btthe vnto the righteous 
#1 better then great riches to the wicked. For as Gods 
curſe blowes vpon the great revenues of wicked 
men, ſo that they often fall into decay, and are for- 
ced as the Pſalmiſt faith , to come and- borrow, 
euen of the godly man, whe is poorer, that is, hath 
not ſo much as they : ſoalſo is it in theſpirituall 
riches of the hypocrites graces compared with the 
vprighe Chriftians. Their great gifts they hauc 
preſper not : in the time of their trouble they are 
glad to borrow as it were of poorer men, to craue 
comfort and reliefe of racaner Chriſtians, not ſo 
richly gifted as themſclues : like as the fooliſh vir- 
gins in the parablc, for all the great blaze of their 


|lampes,werefaine to begge oyle ofthe wile. Hence 


it is that the vpright mans little portion of grace, is 
better then the greater ſhare of the hypocrite ; be- 
cauſe it thriues in his hands, and by his good hul- 


| bandry quickly riſes ;the ſecret curſe of God, as 2 


moath, cating vp, and waſting the other. Is not a 
little ſpring betrer thena grcat pond? Yes. For in 
Summer, when the great pondis dried vp,thelictle 
ſpring ſtillholds out and does vs ſervice. © Sos it 


wich the graces of ſincerity. Though they are but 


lictle | 
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little as the oyle in the cruſc, and the meale in the! 
barrell ofthe $«rep145 widdow, yet they: haue ſuch 
a ſpring ,.that asſhee held out in the famine, when 
many of berter eſtate, in all likelihood periſhed, fo 
when the proud hypocrite, that had ten talents, is 
| broken , and hath brought his tentalents to none, 


yet the humble ſincere Chriſtian that had but two 
talents continues - ſtill, and hath brought his two 
co foure, his five talents toten. And what is the rea- 
ſon of this encreaſe? Eucn his ſincerity. Becauſe thos | Luc. 19.19, 
haft beene faithful , ſaith our Saviour, is 4 tele, 1 | 
will make thee ruler over much. Surely Dania, as all 
other Chriſtians,had no great ſtocke to begin with- 
all : for the kingdowe of heauen,in the firſt beginning, 
is but as a graine of Muſtard-ſeed : yerin ſhort ſpace | Math.12, 
of time , that his little faithfully imployed, and 
wiſely husbanded, brought ſo admirable an en- 
creaſe,thatthe poore Prentife got before the richeſt 
Merchants in thiskinde, euenthe Teachers them- 
ſelues , and the graue Sages, and: ancient Fathers, 
that had of a long time knwowne him that was from | 1ohn 2.14. 
the beginning were of his old acquaintance,and were 
in Chriſt long before him. |, the other day a poore | Rom 16.7. 
puny,a freſh-man,bave now gor more uuderſtanding, | I __ 
then all my teachers, for all their great reading, yea | : 
thew all my auncients , for all their longexperience. | 
But how might this come to paſle? Becauſe 7 kept thy | Plal.119.56, 
precepts, namely in fincerity. This Thad, ſaith hee, | 
namely,the graceto remember thenameof Godin 
the night,to make his ſtatutes my ſongs inthehouſe 
of my pilgrimage, &c: beranſe 1 keps thy precepts. 

5- Sincerity as it leſſens ſomething our cuill, fo ir 
amplifies 
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« | amplifies and addes to the glory of our good aQi- 


. 
> 


| 
| ons, cuen. ſuchas arc bur of the lower. ſort., There | 
' is not themeaneſt aRtion'whatſocuer, which fince- 
' rity will norſeta faire gloze vpon, and procure it, 
that grace in the. eyes of God, thatin ome reſpeRs 
it ſhall bematchable cuen to workes farre greater, 
' intheir owne Narture., A:poore laboyring manthat 
| lines by his hands , hauing beene fairhtall in thar 
| place, and performing fincere obediencetherein tg 
| God,may haue asmuch comforton his death-bed, 
| as the beſt Miniſter and Magiſtrate}, whoſeſervice. 
yet is in it ſelfe farre more honourable. Yea, if his 
finceritie in his calling be greater then theirs is in 
theirs, his comfort alſo ſhall be greater. For God 
| regaxgds not ſo much the matter,asthe forme of aur | 
obedience, notſo much the thing that wee doe, as | 
the affection wherewith wee doceir, VWhere {ince- 
rity is, there, inthe meancſt workes that are, toge-. 
ther with-chem!, :the heart 5:ginen.to God, And: 
the more a:man glues. of his heartto God, the more 
acceptable is his worke. The widdowes mite could, 
weigh burlight : but her heart weighed heauy. And, 
ſo: her heast being put to'her mice. , gave it weight, 
| aboue the greater; but farremore hartleſfe, largeſle 
| of the Phariſe. Sincerity is to our workes, as ſpirit. 

isto our badies,maketh it farre better,then a grea- | 


| ter, where there is more fic(h, bur -leſle ſpirit. O 


rare iand.excellent. vertue of {incerivig; which can 
| make light-drammes , and batly cornes as maſhe 
and ponderous, as the huge talents. YYherecas con- 
trarilyche want. of finceriry, makerb talents! as light, 


— -- 


ſeth 


——_— __ 


as feathers, Hypocriſic, ſuch is the filch ofir;imþa- | 


———. 
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ſeth the pureſt metrals, and turneth very gold, yea 
precious ſtones into ruſtic iron 3 Gontrarily,ſincert- 
ty inan excellent kinde of 4/chymieturneth iron in- 
to gold, and as once our Sauiour, water into wine. 
Hypocriſie cavſeth the moſt glerious workes of 
almes, prayer, preaching, with great indignation to 
be reieed : Sincerity the pooreſt works,of keeping 


to be accepted. Sincerity then is all in all. A fin- 
cere Raheb, is betterthen an vnſound das. As in 
thenaturall body,te vie S. 4uffens compariſon, the 
caſe ofthe ſound finger is ſafer then of the blindiſh 
eye. The finger indeede is but a little ſmall thing, 
and cannot doe ſuch ſeruice as the eye, it is not of 
that admirable nimbleneſſe and quickneſle , nor 
cannot guide, and dire& the whole bodie, asthe 
eye doth. Andyet it is better to be a finger, and ro 
be ſound, then te be ancye, and to be dimme, and 
darke, ready to fall out of the head. Better in Gods 
family to be a faithfull doore-keeper , and ſo to be 
ſure to hold our place, then to be- an vafaithfull 
Steward, and ſo withhim in the Goſpell,co berthruft 
out,and come tothe danger of begging. When we 
come to die, it is not the greatneſfe, or the mul- 
titude of thoſe good workes which wee hauedone, 
but the good diſpoſition of an honeſt and ſincere 
hearr, in the doing of them that muſt then ſtand vs: 
in ſtead, The Pſalmiſt pronounces them blefſed 
that are vpright intheir way. He maketh no choife 
of the way,he doth not ſay: Bleſſed are they that are 
vpright in the way of the Miniſterie, orthe Magi- 
| ſtracie, but ſpeaking indifferently of any way allow- 


M— 


ſheepe, ſweeping the houſe, &c. with great fauour | 


le} 


| 


Tuatior eff 1 Crs 
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Plal.119.1. 


Eſay 38.3. 


Cor.1.12. 


wr 
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| ſtoring of the true worſhip-of God , the purging of 


able by the word, be it never ſo. ſimple or meane, 
he ſaith : Blefled are the vpright in their way,what- 
ſocuer it be; be it but robe a drudge in akitchin, | 
yet he that is vpright in his way is bleſſed; as con-| 
trarily hee that is an vpright ina fairer , and more | 
glorious way , as the way of 4poſtleſpip, is curſed. | 
God lookes not ſo much to the way , as to thy |. 
foote in walking in the way. Let the way be neuer ſo 
meane , yet no diſcomfort, if thou walke in it vp- 
rightly : let it be neuer ſo glorious, yet no comfort, 
if thou walkein it haltingly . Therefore Ezek;4h be- 
ing ſtrucken with that thunderbolt of the ſentence 
of death,what was his comfort ?2Euen this, the con- 
ſcience of his {inceritic. O Lord,chou knoweſt Ihane 
walked with an vpright heart. This was his onely re- 
fuge. Though thoſe good workes he had done were 
in regard of his calling of the higheſt note, the re- 


the defiled temple and pricfthood :- yer hee doth 
not comfort himſelfe with theſe ſo worthy workes 3 
O Lord thou knoweſt I haue cleanſed thy SanQua- 
ric, ereted thy worſhip, repairedthe decayed wals 
of leruſalem , renued the glory and beauty of thy 
S$10s : no, but without inſtancing in any particu- 
lars heehad done, he mentions onely the manner of 
doing, his fincericie of affeRion in all his doings. 
Thave walked before thee with a perfett heart.Sohow 
many and glorious were the workes of Payl , his 
miracles, his preaching, planting of Churches,con- 
verſion of finners, ſuffering of perſecutions. Yet 


reuiewing his life , what was his chiefeſt comfore? 


| 


Let vs heare himſelte ſpeake. This is our reioycing 
not 


rn 
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not that we haue caſtour the Diuels,healed the lick, |. 
 clenſed the lepers, by thethunder of my preaching 
cauſed Sathan to fall downe from Heauen likelight- 
ning ; (no none of all theſe were his comfort:) but, | aug.iu>/ 3,0, 


.. RS FS. [ Wren? haue had Nen v:luit 
that in ſimplicitie, > god p _ jean 
our conuerſation i388 the Woria. FIenCE It WAST C | dere ex eo qued 


Apoſtles when they returned to Chriſtreioycing in | prepiun habe. 
| their victory ouer the Diuell were checked,and bid- | — 
den to reioyce not in any other thing, then inthat | [alvremrene- 
which euery ſincere Chriſtian, though neuer fo | 5%.Inicvolui 
meane and contemptible, may reioyce in as well |7;,,.,,y; on 
as they, namely, that their names were written in | &'». Lyomodo 
heauen. | CR _—_ 
6. The ſpeciall hatred, andantipathie that is in | »imens xr. 
God againſt deceitfulneſſe ſhould be a firong mo- | > coorarer, 
tine vnto ſincerity. There can benovnion berwixt | ;,, a 
God and the hypocrite, in regard of the great diſ- | *«r,/ed ſemper 
anitatur tr nt- 


{imilicude of diſpoſitions. Ged is fingle ; and hee | 7,077, 
is double 2 hauing a heart and a heart, fro God inequale eft vbs 


(— 


fore cannot beas David, a man according to Gods Fog ſed quia 

heart. The hypocrite is crooked, and God is | ,,,447u/þ: 9s 

ſtraight : And how will you: compatt together, | 7 :»um quam. 

| and make euen ſtraight and crooked ? How can — 

there be friendſhip berwixt them that are cuery | near reclitudins 

way of contrary diſpoſitions ? But where there is I—_ 
ocars, 


likeneſſe of manners there cafily will hearts be glu-| ,: perear ts, 


ed, and rineted together. Now the vpright in| & fatren, 
Aug.in Pſal. 3 I. 


. 2 


| 


—— 


hearr are according to Gods owne heart, and there-| , 5" 
fore as Salomon ſaies, they are his delight. The Lard| tohn 1. 47. 
fo loueth the truth in the inward. parts, that hee | 
himfſelfe with his owne mouth will commend; yea, 


and admire thetrue lſraclites. Behold a rree Jfraclite, 
| {aid 
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Renel.3,16. 


Marisculta dig 
ua eff, que - 
oftentationem et 
laudem lachry. 

' | mas fundit,quans 
que corporalis 

| | ffudis pulchrita- 


dimis colocatur 


| ſucis,fibiogz de. ) 


| i# Math, 


{it is alſo, that when he would threaten a mana grie- 
 uous puniſhment indeede, hee ſaies,be will give him 


| crites puniſhment muſt needes be very gricuous, 


| Pingiter ſow thar ſhee is a worſe woman thatin hypocriſie 
b 


| 
ſaidour Lord of Nathaniel. Though ſinceriticlurke | 
with Saul, and care not for being beheld, yet God 
brings it forth to light,and bids others behold ir.So 
crue is that of the Apoſtle,that the truc Ilewes praiſe 
& of Goa, as it thought fucha matter for Achilles 
to hauethe Poet Homer deſcriber of his vertues ? O 
the glory then of the ſincere Chriſtian, that ſhall 
haue God himſelfe the trumpetter of his praiſes ? 
But hee loathes and abhorres the hypocrite,cuen as 
the ftomacke doth luke-warme water , hee diſtaſtes 
him as much as he doth the grofie and open offen- 
ders. Therefore it is that yoakes them with ſuch 
in their puniſhment. Doe good O Lord t0 the trac 
in heart : But thoſe that turne aſide by their crooked 
wates , them (that is hypocrites) the Lord ſhall leade 
away with the workes of iniquity; yea,and reproach- 
eth them with their name, when hee inflias the pu- 
niſhment, Depart ye workers of iniquity. Therefore 


his portion with hypocrites, And indeede the hypo- 


ſince hee muſt be ſpewed out of Gods mouth. Now | 
the baſeſt places that are wee thinke good enough 
rocaſt vp our gorge in. Soodious is the luke-warme 
hypocrite in the eyes of God , that in ſome re- 
gard hee can better away with the ſtarke colde 
Atheiſt, and openly prophane and ſcandalous Epi- 
cure, as who would notrather haue an open, then a 
ſecret and friend-like enemie. Chry/oſidwe ſayes 


lurres her face with tcares , that (hee might be 
|  iudged| 


q 


— wy ——Jw — 


> at. Ie 


x -x 0095 > WR = 
ST os. T1 Ra VER 
{Ds f -*, ” 


_ The deceitfulneſſeof mans beart. | 


iudged an humbled penitentiary , then ſhee that | 
beautifies ir with painted colours, that ſhee might 
be reputed a faire and louely creature. And in the 
ſame proportion of reaſon wee may ſay that God 
more hateth the Popiſh phariſaicall pining of the 
body by counterfeit faſting, then the Epicurifh 


cheare. So out of conceit is God with hypocriſie. | 
And this hee ſhewes moſt apparantly, in that hee | 
will not indure hee ſhould come neere him inany 
ſeruice , or ſacrifice of prayer or praiſe. For his 
ſharpe noſe eaſily diſcerneth, and is offended with 
the ſtinking breath of his rotten lungs, though his 
words be neuer ſoſented,and perfumed with ſhewes 
ofholineſle. 

7. And as in other regards God thinkes him 
vnfit to come ncere him, ſo ſpecially in the fun&i- 
on of the Miniſtery. Some ſuch indecde haue 
' come neere him, as /#das amongſtthe Apoſtles, But 
often hath he caſt them out with reproach, as vnſa- 
uory ſalt into the dunghill. Whatſecuer their other 

ſufficiencies , and inablements may be, yet their 
want of a ſound heart makes God hold them vn- 
worthy of this honorable calling. For this is the 
ſpeciall thing required of the d:ſpeſers of Gods /e- 
crets, that euery man be found faithfull. Therefore 
when S:mou Meg would haue been medling heere: 
Simon Peter thruſt him away, and told him plaine- 
ly, thow haſt no part, or fellowſhip in this miniſtration. 
And marke the reaſon, why 5 for thine heart is not 
right in the ſjgbt of God, But though all withthis 
Simon, are not thus kept out , yet God ſhewes his 


pampering of the body with gattony, and belly- | 
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1 Cor. 4.2, 


Aas8, 2I. 
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| 


Leuit.10, 3. 


J 


Pl.r 19.79, 80. 


Pſal.101.6-7. 
| 
| 


feare thee turne vnto me,and ſuch as know thy teſtime« | 


- | ceitful perſon,and makes choiſeonly of the faithfall, 


diſlike of them ſomeother wayes, either caſhiering 
chem with great diſgrace,or elſe making both them 
and their minifterie vile and contemptible, For the 
Lord will be ſanitified in them that come neere him,if | 
not in the ſincerity of their ſant7ification,yet certain- 
ly inthe /exeritie of their condemnation. © - 

8. Andas the hypocrite is thus vnfit for God ſo | 
aiſofor all good men to haue any thing to do with; 
ſuch blemiſhes are they, and indeede the very bot- | 
ches of any Chriſtian ſocietie. ' Zydia deſired Paul 
and Sylas vpon no other condition to' enter into 
her houſe, then this ;-if they had iudged her faith- 
full. And Daxid hauing prayed for the ſweet come 
pany, and communion of the godly : Let ſuch as 


nies, immediately addeth another prayer + Le# my 
heart be vpripht in thy ſtatutes, that 1 may nener be «: 
ſoamed, Inſinuaring thereby that he ſhould be vnfic 
for the company of Gods children, vnleſſe his heart 
were vpright. Astherefore in the former ſpeech he 
praied for the company of the godly, fo in the lat- 
cer for that which might make him meete for their 
company, ſo thathee might hold out in that blefſed 
fellowſhip,withour being aſhamed,when in the end 
for want of ſinceritie he ſhould be ſhaken off by his 
companions. And againe the fame Prophet deſcri- 
bing what kinde of Court hee would hane when he | 
came tothe Kingdome , banifheth from. it. rhe de- | 


Aine eies ſhall be to the faithfull of the land ,, that they 
By awell with me. Hee that walketh in a perfetF way 
he ſhall ſerne mee. There ſhall no deceitfull perſon awell 
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6. Againe, hypocriſie is ſo loathed by God,that 
hee grudgeth ic che leaſt ſucceſle in any thing ir go- 
eth about. /acobs ſonnes hauing treacherouſly fold 
their brother would yer couer their {in,as with a lie, 
ſo with a fained hypocriticall conſolation of their 
mournefull olde Father. But with all their words | 
could not they in the leaſt ſort cheere him vp. They | 


|| were but miſerable comforters, becauſe: fained. 


Henceit is thatthe blefling of God is not ſo viuall, 
nor ſo large vponthe labours of hypocrites, though 
neuer ſo well qualified , as of fincere Preachers, 
chough otherwiſe of meaner gifts. If chow wilt turne 
vnto me thou ſhalt connert, ſaid God to Teremy. And 


this is giuen as the reaſon of 79hw the Baptiſts fo 
great ſucceſle in conuerſion of ſoules, becauſo hee 
ſhould haucthe ſound & powerfullſpirit of Ekas. He 
ſhall convert,(aith the Angell to Zacharie ,nany of the 
childrey of 1{r acl to their Lord God. hy lo? For he [hal 
$0 before hin 10t in the ſpirit of hypocriſy but in the ſpi- 
rit & power of Elias.So where the good hand of God 
is noted inthe ſucceſſe of E/raes iourny,this reaſon is 


_— 


—— 
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giuenthereof even E/74es faithful & honeſt heart to 


* Godward, He came to lernſalem according to the good 


hand of his God that was upon bim.For Eſrahadprepa- 
red his kart to ſeek the law of the Lord&* to do it ,&c..? 
| 10. Well, butthis ſometimes befals ſincerity , 
for it furthertriall to be denied ſuccefle, God forbid 


yet thar any oneſhould be iudged an hypocrite for | 


want of ſucceſſe. This wouldargue wantof charitie 
and indgement ? but toſce the miſery of an hypo- 
crite in the want of ſucceſſe,. andthe happines of the 
ſincere profeſſor in the ſamecaſe. For rhe one hath 


Cc2 comfort 


| 


} 


Gen. 37.35% 


Ter,15.19, 
Luc. I, I 6, 
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| comfort in the conſcience of his fincerity: the other 
is vexed and tormented with the guilt of his va- 
ſoundneſle, and taketh this puniſhment as a iuſt re- 
buke thereof. The vnſound miniſter,lethis paines be 
neuer ſo great , his preaching neuer fo profitable, 
yet , if it take not, hath iuſt cauſe to Jay the blame 
not vpon his hearers, but himſelte. For well may he 
thinke with himſelfe. How ſhould I looke that God 
ſhould grace words comming from a corrupt and 
impure heart, with the attendance of his holy ſpirit ? 
But ſuch Miniſters, as in the want of ſuccefle, are 
priuy to themſelues of their owne finceritie, they 
may ſay with Pawl, 2 Corinthians 3.4.5. If our Goſ- | 
pell be hid, it is bid to them that periſh, Why ſo ? 
For we preach not our ſelues,bat Chriſt leſus the Lord, 
and our ſelues your PR kelus ſake. Marke how 
the Apoltle alleageth his {inceritie in the diſcharge 
of his miniſtery as a reaſon of comfort, when it pre- 
uailed not; afſuring himſelfe vpon this ground that 
the fault was in the hearers themſelues, and not in 
him, or in his preaching. The hypocrites ſucceſfſe 
then is either none atal, or comfortlefſe, and ſo as 
good as none. For all the ioy of his ſucceſſeis daſh- | 
ed with the conſcience of his own hypocrifie. Wher- 

as the {incere chriſtian as he is vnder the promiſe of 
ſ{uccefle, and ſooften hath it: fo when for iuſt cauſes 
God ſees it not fitto accompliſhthis his promiſe, be- 
ing onely conditionall, yet then hath he more com- 
fort in his ſaccefſefull fnceritythenthe hypecrite for 
his life can haue in his moſt /acceſſefull and happieſt 
bypecrifie. Yea, the fincere Chriſtian being a behol- 
der of his ſuccefſe,often carries away all the comfore | 


thereof | 
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thereof, when the miſerable hypocrite himlelfe is 
left dryeand deſtitute. The {ucceſle of a good notke| 
done in ſincerity is ſpecially comfortable tothe wor- 
ker himſelfe, abouethac ic is to others. Contrarily, | 
that comfort which is in the ſucceſle of an hypocri- | 
ricall good work is wholly others, the workman him- 
ſelkc hath not the leaſt ior. Hence S. Paul, though 
the falſe Apoſtles were his aduerſaries,and preached | 
of enuy tovexe him,and thought little of prouiding 
matter of comfort for him, yet he reioyced in their 
preaching, andthe fruit thereof. Whereas yer they 
chemſclues,preaching onely of vaineglory and con- 
tention,could not haue the leaſt comfort thereby. 
11. Laſtly, in all dangers,trials, temptations, {in- 
ceritie maketh vs valiant and couragious, begetting 
in vs the erue, manly,generous and heroicall ſpirits, 
euen that Liox-like boldnes ſpoke of inthe Prozerbs. 
Ir is not put out of countenance with the falſe accu- | 
ſations of flancerous tongues, It throweth them off, 
as Paul did the viper vnhurt ; yea, in a holy ſcorning 
itlaugherh at them, as the wilde aſſc in 72b doth at 
|the horſe & the rider. No,no,the breſt-plate of righ- 
rcouſnes, the brazen wall ofa good conſcience fea- 
rethno ſuch arrows. Itſaicth with Paul, 1 paſſe not for 


— 
o 


a baoke againſ! mee, would Inot take it upon my ſhoul- 
der © bind it as a crowne unto me?ſaith Nob. Yea, fur- 
ther ſaith that holy man,7will tell him the number of 
my goings, | wil acquaint him with my whole life, and 
let him picke what kee can thereout, ſolittle doe ] 
know by my ſeife : O the confidence of ſunceritie : yea 


yet further, 1 wil come vnto bim,notas a guity trem- 
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mans indeement. Though mine aduerſary ſhould write | 


Phil.2,18, 


Prou.28.1. 


1 Cor.4.3. 
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lob 31.3539. 
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| 


Phil. 4.8. 
Pedals o 


| him, as Hered and Saul,proud tyrants did : the one 


{ ſubie& for the ſame cauſe : bur hee feares none biir 
| God, neither yer him ſlauiſhly. God hath not giuen 


| at their prefence. For, let a man be neuer fo much | 


{fpirir, and putnew life into him. Contrarily Peter, 
| when heruſhed, inthe preſumprion of his deceitful 


bling ſlaue,bur as « prince,that being ſtrongly guar- 
ded both with armed men, and his Subietts loue ; 
and imboldened with the might andright of hisown 
power, walkes ſecurcly,and without feare.O the no- 
ble ſpirits of fincerity ! And indeed euery true Chri- 
| ſtian, being a ſpirituall Prince, hath theſpirir of the 
beſt Prince, as hauing that Princely prunledge of a 
double guard,the guard of the Angels withour,& of 
a good conſcience within,the peace whereof, asthe, 
Apoſtleſpeaketh , is in ſtead of a guard againſt ad-| 
| uerſary power. Shall now ſuch a Prince,ſo guarded, | 
| regard che enmity of any? feare threatnings of any, 
| though neuer ſo mighty?No.Weel may others feare 


lobn,his poore miniſter, knowing ſaith the Scripture, 
he was 4 iu/t man & holy; the other Daz, his poore 


vs the ſpirit of feare, but of power and loue , and of a 
ſound mind,ſaith the Apoſtle ; oppoſing the ſpirit of 
feareto the ſpirit of ſoundnes & finceritie. And in- | 
deed as thereisnothing morebo/a4thena ſound con- | 
ſcience; ſo nothing more baſe, or ſooner abaſhed, | 


ty. Eliah in his rags had the heart to goe meet Ahab 
in his robes, and Da#idin themidſt of all his repro- 
ches, had the face to profefſe the name of God be- 
fore Kings and Princes, without cuer being blanked 


deicRed, this finceritie will reuiue, and refreſb his 


hearr 


— 


- 


thenan vaſound conſcience,deſtitute ofthis ſinceri- | 
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tion, how daſtardly a coward ſhewed hee himſelfe ? 
Seehow ſmal a thing daunted him ; cuenthe words 
of a poore hilly wench. VVho yer afterward, cloa- 
thed with this armour , was ſo ſtout, and manly, 
that notthe high Prieſt himſelte, nor all his priſons, 
nor puniſhments whatſoeuer,could any thing appall 
him ; ſo inthe afli&ions ſent by God,O the reliefe 


things faile vs! This cauſeth vs to lift vp our heads 


feare. The hypocrite in peace, andſecurity, may 
ſeeme ſtrong andvalorous ; butlet God by lome at- 
fiction dragge him out;as it were by the cares from 


nall, and thou ſhalt not ſee any thing more abic&t 
| or hartleſſe. Then is that of the Prophet verified. 7he 
ſmners in Sion are afraid, a feare is come among the hy- 
pocrites. Who among vs ſhall dwell with the devouring 
fire f Who among vs ſhall dwell with the enerlaſting 


| burnings ? But the ſincere heart, cuen in this caſe , 


| holds our confidentand comfortable. When Chritl 
ſeemed tofet himlelfe againſt Peter, and to call the 
truth of his profefſion into queſtion, with thatthree- 
fold pinching demand, Simon Joneſt thou me? Peters 
faichfull hearr ſtill held ir owne, and ouercame in 
that wreſtling, Lord, thou knoweft I loue thee, O the 
boldnes of (incerity,that dares make God the !adge, 
when he makes himſelfe the acceſer ! VVvhen 7b had 
againſt him not onely the Diuell his enemy, puſh- 
ing at him with his poyſoned weapons, but euen 
his owne friends, ſcourging him with their rongues, 

Ke Cc 4 yea 


heart,into danger, without this fence and fortifica- 


| 


that then (inceritie yeelds within , when all other | 


with joy; when others are at their very wits end for | 


his lurking hole, and conuent him before his tribu- | 


| 


] 
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lob 27.5.6, 


Meanes to get 
Sincerity. 


Gen. 5. 
Heb.1 t. 
Gen. 17,8, 


CAC, 


| ſo neceſſary a grace, will enquire concerning the ' 


|by hee ſaith : Tuſb; woxe ſeeth. And in this regard 


yea his owne wite a thorne pricking him in the eye, 
yea his owne God, miſerably laſhing his naked ſoule 
with Scorpions , what was it that relecued him a- 
gainſt all cheſe, bur the remembrance of his owne 
vprighrneſle in the courſe of his life by-paſt ? And 
therefore hee ſaid, Yn:ill 1 dye 1 will neaer take away 
my innocency from my ſeife. My heart ſhall not reproue 
me for my dates, Who now would want ſuch a com- 
panion, ſuch a friend as ſincerity is, and that ſtickes 
ſocloſe vntovs , and yeeldethiuch ſweer comfort , 
cuen in our ſoreſttrials,and hardeſt {treights ? 
Here then happily ſome, feeling the want of this 


Meanes to attaine thereto. 

The firſt meanes is, for a manalwaics to poſlefle his 
heart with the apprehenfion of Gods preſence, and 
ſo keepe ir in his feare continually , #8 walke as E- 
noch did with God , as being in his eye, and with 
Hoſes ſeeing him that is inuilible.. y/ulke before mee, 
ſaith God to Abraham,and be vpright. Firit,Walke be- 
fore me, let thy ſelte in my preſence, behold my all- 
lceeing eye,that ſeeth inthe darke,cuen in the darkeſt 
cornersof the heart, and then be vpright. This ap- 
prehenſton of Gods preſence will quaſh, and cruſh 
cuenthe very firſt ri{ings of hypocriticall thoughts. 
What ? Godſces me, and ſhall I dare to dally with. 
him? If but a man, nay it but a child could looke in- 
co my heart, 1 durſt not deate doublely and deceit= 


fully. Howthen may I dareto doe ſo,whenthe God |. 
of heauen is preſent, and beholdsme ? Hypocriſtea- | 


riſeth from the ſecret Atheiſme of the heart,where- 


| 


f 


, 
| 
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Ananias and Saphira,apaireof noble hypocrites ate! 
ſaidro rerpe God intheirhypocrilte, that is,ro make ; 
triall of him, whether he were preſent every where 
or no,and ſo knowing all things were able to reveale 
| their hypocriſie. And for the lame cauſe did Petey 
tell chem, that zhey lied nor to men, but to the Holy 
Ghoſt; becauſe they thought they were out of Gods 
hearing, and onely Peter, and they with him, heard 
them. Therefore the Church in the Pſalmes ſhew- 
eth how they were kept in their ſincerity, from dea- 
ling falſly in their covenant with God; becauſe they 
remembredthar God would ſcarch it, as beingthe 
ſcarcher ofthe heart. And S. Pax notably ioynes 
theſe two together ; We make not merchandiſe of the 


Afsy 9. - 


Plal 44. 


2 Cor,1,17, 


ond of God; we playnot the huckſters with it : bez 
as of finceritie,as of Go?, in the ſrght of God ſpeake wee 
in Ckrit. leis impoſſible for a maa to ſpeake as in 
Gods preſence, and not to ſpeake lincerely. 

A ſecond meanes is, diligently to reujew all our 
works of obcdience,as once God did his of creation, 
{and troobſeruethepeace and comfort of conſcience 
which we finde,when we doe good things with good 
hearts, ason the contrary the trouble and diſquier 
of minde when we doc otherwiſe. And wichall when 
we take our ſelues thus tardy, in a holy indignation, 
to take reuenge of onr felues, indging and condem- 
ning our ſelues before the Lord. The very thinking 
of the after-reckonings we mult come to, when wee 
have done our worke, will make vs take heede how 
wedoeit.Forwho isthere that vſcth for all his aQi- 
ons, atthe daics end to call himſelfetoa ſeuere ex- 


amination,asthe hard Maſter doth his ſeruants,thac | 


A 
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Luke 6.48, 


muſt not needes in the very middeſt of his aQions 
reaſon rhus with himſelfe > Anon al!l-this which 
now | doe, muſt very narrowly belooked over, if ic 
be notdone faithfully and ſincerely , I ſhall ſmarr 


for it then ; O the wrings and ſecrer pinches which 
mine owne guilty heart will give me; yea the laſhes 


which by mine owne couenant, I am tied to giue 


hypocriſie? It ſtands mee in hand therefore tolooke 
to it, that though my worke, by reaſon of my weake 
skill, be but meane, yet it may be cleane,though it 


be not fine, yet ir may not be foule , being ſoyled 
and {lubbered with the lurre of arotten heart, 
A third meanes istrue humiliation of ſpirit. For 
wherethis is, there muſt needs be the deniall of our 
ſelues. And where there is truce deniall of our ſelues, 
there is not hypocriſie ; which teſtifieth a man even 
in ſecking God, to ſeeke himſelfe, and in preaching 
Chriſt,co preach himſclfe. And therefore the Apo- 
ſtle oppoſing his owne ſincere, to others deccitfull 
preaching,ſaith,}Ve preach not our ſelues,but the Lord 
leſas. This isthe ground of all vnſoundnes inreligi- 
on, this want of humbling and denying our ſclucs. 
For hence it comes to paſle,thatwe are {o caried and 
ſwayed ,cuen in our beſt ations,with the reſpects of 
our ownepratſe and profit. Therefore S. Zuke notes 
that the wiſe builder, that is; the ſincere Chriſtian , 
digges deepe 3 namely,in a deepe humiliation of his 
owne ſoule; whereas thefooliſh builder, that is, the 
hypocrite,builds without a foundation,that is,enters 
| ypon the profeſſion of religion without euer being 
| truely.humbled,and caft downefor his _ And 
» ence 


VS 


| my ſelfe , in caſe my worke be found blurred with 


| 


Bey 


+ 


| /elfe. 
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hence the building comes to be vaſound,, becauſe 
vnfounded. Thatthe heart then may ſtand vpright 
before God, it mult firftas it were make it ſelfe croo- 
ked in ſtoopingand bowing it ſelfe vnder his migh- 
ty hand in the excrciſes of humuliation. Thar the 


heart may be whole , it muſt ficlt be rent and bro- |- 


ken. Corrupr and impure gold cannot be detecated 
andrid of the drofle, till it be molten and diflolued. 
Vnſound bodies full of vitious humors cannot come 
ro any good eſtate, till they be wellempried by pur- 
gation. Crooked things cannot be madeſtrair with- 
our the wringing of the hand. Humiliation is thar 
which melts vs, purges vs,wrings vs,andſo.makes.vs 
of droflie pure, of foggis found, of crouked ſtraighr 
Chriſtians. Docſt thou then deſire to be a ſincere 
Chriſtian indeede,a true Diſciple of Ieſus Chriſt, ro 
be freed of all vnſound mixtures ?rhou muſt firſt be 
broken and battered in pieces, by the humbling 
hand of God ; thou muſt remember thy Maſters 
rule, If any man be my Diſciple, let -him deny him- 


— 


Laſtly, ſinceritie being oppoſed to mixture,as the 
notation of the word teacheth, that which clenſech 
our hearts from the defilement of fuch mixtures 
muſt needes makevs ſincere. Now it is faith which 
purgeth, and purifieth the heart. Faith then appre- 


to vs, and beholding there how Chriſt gaue his hart 


to be pierced for vs,cannot but make vs returne the 
like ſtnceritie of heart and affeion to God. Thy lo- 
wins kiadnes, faith Dauid, is ener before mer,namely, 
by the appcehenſioa of my faith ; therefore baze 7 
walked 


Non ef} cor inte» 
grum miſs i 
ſerſſwm, 


Sincerwm, fine 
certa. Donat. 
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2 Cor,g.13.14- 
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| walked in thy truth. So Panl{hewerh thatirt was this 


loue of Chriſt cowards him, which by his faith hee 
apprehended, and applied to himſelte , that made 
him deale fo (incerely,and ſeeke onely Gods glory , 
euen then when to the worid hee might ſeeme to be 
madde of pride and vaine-glory, inpreferring him- 
ſelfe before the falſe Apoſtles. Whether wee be madde 
ſaith he, we are madde to God : That is, when I thus 
eommend my ſclfe, and boaſt of mine owne mini- 
ſtery againſt others,and in ſo doing ſeeme maddero 
you,yet then I reſpe&t not my ſelfe in ſo doing, bur 
onely God and his glory ; or whether we are in onr 
right minde, thatis, vſc ſuch courſes as to you ſeeme 
wiſer, we are t to you. We doe-itfaithfully for your 


good. Now marke what it was which made him to 


doe ſo. For the loue of Chriſt conſtraineth vs, be- 
cauſe we thus iadge,that if one be dead for all, 
then were all dead: And he died for all, 
| that they which line ſhould net” 
henceforth line to them- 
ſelues , but to him 
that ated for. 
_* them 


&rine of the hearts aeceitfulnes. 


Verſe 10. 1, the Lord, ſearch, &>e. 
| His verſe dependeth vpon the former, as a ſe- 

cret preuention of an ObieRion , which vpon 
occaſion of tke former dodrineof the hearts deceit- 
falneſſe the wicked Iewes might make againſt the 
Prophets threatnings, in this manner. If theheart | 
be ſo immeaſurable, and vnſcarchably deceitfull 
that none can know it, then wee truſt to doewell 
enough, for all the inward wickedneſſe , and hypo- 
crifie of our hearts. For if none doe know it, then 
none can puniſh it. The Lordsanſwere is, as if hee 
ſhould morelargely thus haue ſpoken. Nay, ſoft a 
while, you runne too faſt. The heart cannot be 
knowne of any creature, but Ithe Lotd, the Crea» 
tor,haveapriuiledge aboue all creatures,throughly, 
and perfedly to know the inmoſt corners of your 
hearts. And therefore neuerthinke that the-cloſe. 


neſſe, and ſecrecy of your corruption ſhall free you | 


from puniſhment ; for my knowledge of yourhearts 
is not an idle and vaine knowledge , bur therefore 
doeT know them, that thereafter as 1 ſhall ſee their 
inward ſoundneſle,or falſenefſe,ſo I may diſpenſe my 


rewards, and punithments accordingly. This is the 
cohzrence.... | Oman itt 


The deceirfulneſſe of mais beart. | 
Crar. XXXI. | 
; * 
| The anſwering of the Obiettiow which the deceitfull "ae 
heart of man might - gather ont of the former do-| _// 


Thel , | 


386 | Thedecelifulneſeofmansbeart.” 


Num.22.33- 
Tudg.4.9. 


Math.10.5, 


| | Theſence. Search and try.] That is, moſtexact- 


| 


_| of his knowledge, That 1 9149 give, &c. 


| phrafe ir pleaſerh the Lord to ſignific his full and 


1s for generation, $0,279. 23.15.16; Aly ſonne, if thes 


ding to his wats; Sametimesthe ward way,is taken 
| more ſpecially for ſome ſpeciall courſe in the cari- 


| If his workes be good fruit, then -reward 3 if cuill, 


| which is ſerfotth-by the exa&Fvefe thereof, both in| 


ly know. A metonymic of the' efficient. For by 
ſearching and trying, perfect knowledge is attained, 
And withall an antbropopathy, that is, amanner of 
ſpecch, hy God. for. our better vnderſian- 
ding, is made affeQed like man. For God needes 
not any ſearching, to come tothe knowledge of any 
thing, as mans ignorance doth, But becauſe mens 
knowledge is belt there , where the greateſt triall 
and ſearch harh beene made , therefore vnder this 


abſolute knowledge; Hearts and reines.] That is, 
both thoughts, and affeQians, the reines being the 
ſcare of the ſtrongeſt affection, namely, that which: 


be wiſe, my heart ſpall reiogce,ond my reines ſhall leape 


for 10). 5136] 15% 
To give.) Either-reward or puniſhment, Accor- 


age of ſome particular aQion ; as Numb. 22. 33. 
I«d.4.9. More commonly, forthe generall courle, 
andcariage of our wholc liues:, as:P/a/. 1-19, 1,MHat., 
10.5. So here. According to the frait of his workes., 


then puniſhment, In the words thus opened I con- 
ſidertwo, points. I, Gods knowledge of our hearts, | 


regardof the 'w4zner , in words ſearch and 719, and| 
in regard of the matter hearts and reines. 2.The end 


Tobeginne with the firſt. Ic is the conſtane do-| 
x __Qrine, 


mere" 


| 


therefore denying this knowledge to all others in 
the former verſe, 1/ho car know it Zhere he chaleh- 
geth-it cohimſelfe ,- I the Lord know it. But I ſay, 
2. Of bimſelfe. Becauſe by reuclation from him , o- 
thers may know. As Chriſts humanitic, 79h. 2.24. 
But leſs did not commit himſelfe to them. For hee 


| knew 1hews all, And bad no need that any ſhould teffifie 


| of man. For hee knew what was in'man; So alfo the 
Prophets. As 1 S4m1.9:19.1 will tell thee ſaith Samuel 
O $8 cart. No merialle, when 
God 


God alone 2 
per to God atone MUUKLTAD, ey 
ro know the ſecrerfof the hearts of men. An 


| ad told him before, Thus E1j/ba ſaw-rhe hol- | 
| low and: hypoeririeall heart of: Gehezi , (Went not 
LT een, 


| mine beart with thee in the way?Jand Peter of Anani- 


43 and Saphira. So in the primitive Church there 
were ſuch as had the '/dirit of diſcernivs. But that 
phraſe of the ſpirit of difcerning, ſheweth; that they 
diſcerned not” mens hearts of themſclites; but by a 
ſpeciall worke of Gods ſpirit, 'diſeoncririg them 'to 
their eyes, and that vnleſlethey had plowed with | 
Gods Heyfer, they could neuer have found out the 


Becauſe man-and Angels may know itzomzZ7arally, 
and by way of gheſling. Prov.20. 5. Connſell in the 
heave of man is like deepe wates ,bxt-a'naw' of ontev- ! 
ſtanding will dr aw it out: Herecxjen trakhrallwiſedorm 


ſo ſecret inyſteries of deceitful heats. 5; Iſay cvit |. 
God onely knoweth the heart e+477ly and rerearnelFer 


[s compared to-a bucket,” which is'able; being let 


downe into the deepeſt woll, ro bring vp the waters 


thereof: So-though che heart of many-menbefiill 
my | | of 


#, 


lohn 2.24. 


I Sam.g. 194 
1Kingss, 
Adcts 5, 


1 Cor.12:9, 
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Pro.,20.26.37. 


Solws Deus ſolam 
neſcit ignoran- 
tiem, Et wtus 
videt,  totum, 
quia minime fal. 
litur quia mim. 
me clands, quia 
extra [e lumen 
nen querit vt 
videat. Ipſc.gnite 
eft qui vNet, & 
wade videt. 
Bern. 


Pfal.139.2. 


 Deut, 31.27, 


3M 


[of deepe deceit, and can cunningly couch navghti- | 


' |might be ſaid, how can hee doe ſo,fince wicked men 


| fenance, geſtures, ſpeeches, and ſuch like outward 


|fore Salomon afterward in this chapter, verſe 26: ha- 


neſle, yet a wiſe man by obſeruation of their coun- 
ſignes will goc neere to diſcouer them. And there- 


ving ſaid that « wiſe King ſcattereth the wicked, and 
cauſeth the wheele to tarne oner them , becauſe it 


haue ſo many couers for their wickedneſſe to hide 
it fromthe eycs of the world ? he addeth,as anſiwe- 
ring this obieRionz The ſoule of man is the light of the 
Lord,& it ſearcheth al the bowels of the belly.So ſharp 
isthe noſe cuen of naturall ſagacity that it is able to 
ſmell our, and ferret-out wickedneſſe, euen when it 
lurkes in her ſecretſt holes}, viing thoſe meanes I 
ſpake of, of diligent obſeruation, inquiſition., of 
comparing, and laying ſpeeches and ations toge- 
ther , and ſuch like. But now Gods eye needes no 
ſuch ſpeQacles to looke into theſe blind corners of 
the heart. For hee hath a fiery., and flaming cye, 
which is both the orgare,, and the weane of ſecing, 
miniſtring light to it ſelfe, ro diſcerne all things. 
Whenceitis, thar, as the Pſalmiſt excellently ſaith, 
hee knoweth our thoughts « farre off ; long before 
there goeany outward: fignes inthe face to. bewray 
them. Accerding to that which the Lord ſpeaketh 
of himſelfe concerning his knowledge of the lſrac- 
lites hearts : .1 kwow his thoughts even now, what he 
will de before 1hring him into the land which 1 ſtare. 
Whereas the wiſeti 'men know them onely when 
they are: neere at hand, when they are ready to| 


breake out at our faces, eyes, mouthes. So that in 
"I this 


I AA 


+ 


he 


[an ho ecoiefulneſeof mancbeart. | 48g 


this regard wee may iuſtly vſe that of the Prophet, 
Am I God neere hand onely , and not alſe a farre off d| Ter1z.hy. 
Yes Lord,thou muſt needs be a God afarreoff, who 
knoweſt our thoughts ſo farre off, cuen before:we | 
know them our ſclues ; yea, before euer we had any | 
being our ſelues, Whereas we pore-blind creatures 
cannot ſeethe heart, vnleſle wee may pore vponir , 
having it laid neere our eyes in outward ſignes; and 
yet neicher then can wee ſee it otherwiſe then the | 
man in the Goſpell, ſaw men walking as trees. Thou |. 
ſeeſt the deceirs of the hearc, with an vnerring and 
vndeceiuingeye : Weewith an vncerraine, and cr- 
roneous. As our heart is deceitfuil, ſo our eye alfo 
in ſceing, axd iudging of the deccirfulneſſe thereof, 
ſo that it cannot , when it is at the cleereſt, giue 
any infallible definitive ſentence concerning, any 
mans heart, but onely probable,by way of diuining. 
But in this conieQurall knowledge the Angels ſpe- 
cially excell, by reaſon their eyes picrce deeper 
then qurs, eucn tothe {ight of the inward parts of 
our bodies, as well as of our outward, though yet] 
in the outward they areable to ſec farre more then 
we. Hence: Daxid for his wiledome in finding our 
| of ſecrets,is comparedto an Angell of God by the 
| womanof Tekoa, The Divellthereforemay beable| «+ $am.14.20. 
| ro giue a ſhrewd gueſſcat.our thoughts , therather 
| for that he himſelfe often ſuggeſterh thoughts vnto 
| vS, and hath libertie giuen him to come; though not 
| Into the priuy chamber of-the ſoule , yer into the 
| outwardchamber, the fanſie, &roworke vpon thoſe 
phantaſmecs, which there he findes. :Neuercheleſſe; 
hee cannot direly and certainely ſer downe what 
D d our 


] 


| 7 The deceitfulneſſe of mans be ws. 4 2 


our owne ſecret thoughts be, but ftil|this dodtrine|: 
remaineth true., onely God of himſelfe exactly 
knoweth the ſecrets of the heart. There is indeed a 
great mingle-mangle and confuſion of thevghes, 
cuen as there is of droſſc and good mettall-in filuer 
and gold, which lye fo confuſed together, that to! 
the eyc ef man the drofſe is not diſcernable . Bur | 
when they are in the furnace and fining por, then 
wee. may ſee them both diſtin&ly, That which is 
the furnacetothe gold, the fining pot to the filuer, 
the ſame, ſaith Salomon, is the Lords flaming eyeto- 
the heart of man; cuenin the midſt of the greateſt 
ſhuffles and cenfuſions itis a notable diſtinguiſher, 
cleerely difcerning the badde from the good, the 
baggage and refuſe from that which is good and 
fine, though they be neuer ſo troubleſomly ium- | 
bled together. And no maruell, for even Hell, 
Lukes, 21, | (a place farre deeper then the heart, Zuke 8. 31. 

| farre vaſter and wider, being of ſo infinite receipt, 
that ablc to holde all the damned ſoules and bo- |, 
Ifa. 30.33 | dies, Eſey 30433-)and deſtruttion,(the infinite paines 
of this hell) (which (asithe-Propher ſpeaketh of 
| heauens ioyes) cyc'hath not ſeene, care” hath not. 
heard, nor the heart of man once able to appre-. 
hend the thouſand.part of them) are oper 70 the | 
eyes of the Lord, how muth more then the bearts of 
| che children of men? And hereof the Scriptures giue. 
a double reaſon. J | 


1. Gods omnipreſence. 16a man could be in any | 
Place where God were:not, hee might eſcape the 
1. ſight of his cye. - But, cas 4p mas (faith the Lord) 

Ter, 33+24+ \bide bimſeife in ſecretplaces that 1 fbaiwot ſee hin? Doe 


_not 
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eth notably,P/al. 139. throughour. . hs 
2 Gods forming of the heart. He that made the 
Teye, (hall not hee fee? the care, ſhall nor hee heare? 
the heart, ſhall noche vnderſtand ? Arrificers\know 


ſhall God onely be ignorant of his workmanſhip ? 
| This reaſon allo Dauid vrgeth in the ſame Plalme, 
verſ. 12. 13. The darknrſſe hiderh mee not from thee. 
For thou haſt poſſeſſed my reynes, thou haſt conered me 
in my mothers wombe. © _ pe 
"To thele two reaſons | adde athird, namely that 
God is the preſeruer and:vpholder of rhe he art, 
dts 17, In him wee line, mone, awd bake oarbecinp., 


Fhich\,is to be-vnderiteodas yell of 


motions 


| of thinking, farre otherwiſe then the earth bearzth 
vs in walking. Thereforeit cannotbebut Godtriuſt 


perceiue the motions of our bodies... i ftv 

The vie, 1. Thisſeructhto aſſure ouri Faith; thar 
the Scripture is the word of God. Forir is proper 
onely to God to know the ſecrets of our hearts. 
But the Scriptures doe notably lay open the coſe 
corruptions of our: hearts-vnto 'vs, infomuch:as 
wee mult needes be' forced with the vnbelceuing 


| man of Samarie;. when -ſhee heard Chriſt diſcouer 


_—_— . 


not 1 fill beauen and earth This reaſon David purſu- | 


the-nature-and properties of their workes 3 and | 


| 


of the minde, in thoughts and deſires, as of the bo- | 
dic. The minde.js boren vp by God,euen in theaQ| 


| needes perceiue the motions of our mindes, euch | 
as the ſenſelefle carth, if ir'tiad ſenſe; muſt needes'}. 


idiot to fall downe on-our faces, and to ſay, Perily | 
God is here it is he that ſpeaketh. And as the wo-| 


—— " 


hee ſecret adultery ther Ghee gaueouer wrangling; 
oof _Dd 2 and 
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Eſter 6. 6, 


| 


| ſees -detrat _ thought, when the woman wiped 
x .Sqawigvrs feet at the table 2 Theſe perſons had 


and went co her neighbours, ſaying, Come and ſee x 
wan, thit hath told me all that ener 1 have done : is nor | 
he the Meſsial) ? fo we, ſeeing our hearts ſo lively de- 
ciphered vntovs in the Scriptures, may in like ſore 
cry out one toanother; Come, and ſeca Booke, that 
cels vs allthat is in our hearts, Muſt not this needes 
be his booke who onely knowerh the heart ? Beſides 
that,as the Scriptures doe deteQourthoughts in ge- 
nerall, ſo ſome particular mens in ſpeciall. As,whac 
was Hamays proud: thought, when the King asked! 
him n_— bens to the man he woes 
nour: what was Mrchols diſpightfull thou hr, when 
(he Taw her husband dancing : what was Savls mur- | 
therous;thought, when Dazid played of the Hatrpe| 
before tm P hat was Feltx couert ouohe | 
'TAIKE 


uately with Pau/? what was the Phari- | 


o-much wit as to keeperheir owne counſell, and in 
many of them ſhame muſt ncedes be of force to 
keepe them from babblig their owne ſecrets, and 
vncouering their owne filthy nakedneiſe. How then 
is :it poſſible for vs to'imagine how the writers of 
thoſe Hiſtories ſhouid come to the knowledge'of 
ſuch ſecrets, otherwiſc,then by the reuglarion of the- 
ſpirit of God? . . Cs 

..2 Thismuſtreachvs in confeſſion of our ſinnes, 
not to conceale any: thing, but ro poure'out our 
foules like water, for God hath-a darting and pier- 
cing eye, that ſees the yery botrome of onr hearts. 
This: vſe Jofhus made of this doftine'ro 4then; 
when God by totthad deroed hims Ay Jowne, give 


bry| 
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glory unto God, namcly, the glory of his omnilci- 
ence, thou ſceſt already the depth of his knowledge 
is greater then the depth of thine owne deceirfull 
heart, confeſle thy finne therefore vnto God, euen | 
the whole circumftance of the matter. A malefa-. 


| 


when we gocabout to hide any thing, we rather hide | 
God from onr ſelnes , then our ſelues from God, wee 
put out our owne eyes, not Gods. 

I1I. This muſt cauſe vs to beſincere and con- 
ſtant in all the duties of godlinef(*. 1 7he/.2. 3-4. We 
hanaled not the word of God deceitfully, we ſpeake not 
4s they that pleaſe men but God which trieth the harts. 
Sothe Church Pſal-q4-18.19.20,2 1. After the pro- 
teſhon of their intergritie, euenin the midſt of hea- 
uie perſecutions, giueth this as the reafon of this 
their ſo doing : If wee bane forgotten the name of onr 


_ | God, and holden vp our hands toa ſtrange God, ſhould | 


not God ſearch this out ? for he knoweth the ſecrets of 


the beart. When ſomething we areto doe, muſt be 
ſ{ubie& tothe cenſure of ſome ſpeciall wiſe, iudici- 


| 


"ous man; alas how doth the ſharpneſſe of his iudge- 


ment ſcare vs , and what care and circumſpeion 
viſe wee in ſuch caſes? Well, all our ations whatſo- 
ever muſt come vnder Gods ſcanning, and they 
muſt abide the cenſure of that pure and ſeuere 
eycthat cannot behold the leaft iniquitie, Andſhall 
wenething reuerence or reſpect this eye ? Shall wee 
take nocare how to pleaſe it 2 Othat wee could but 
bring our ſelues once to giue that reſpe to Gods 


| 


eye;which we doe to mans. It is true indeede, the 
Dd 3 
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or would not conceale any thing from the Iudge, |! 
[if hewere cercaine the Iudge knewall. And in truth 


KY 
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Fe tibi quidem 
Ine, £41466 
oculis nuda eft 


abyſſus bumane ' 


conſcientie, quid 
occultum eſjeten 
we, etamfs nol- 
lem confueri? 

te enim mihi 
abſconderem, 
non me tibs, 
Aug,conf, 10-2, 
1 Thel.2.3.4. 
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Pſal.1 19.168. 


| Apoſtle condemneth eye-ſervice inſeruantsratheir 
| maſters. Bur yet this eye-ſeruice to men ſhall con: 
demne our want of eye-ſcruice to God : and would 
| ro God by their example, wee could learne to per- 
forme cye-leruiceto God, The ſeruant though hee 
worke idly andlazily,when his maſters eye is off him, 
yet painfully when it is on him. Gods eye is alway 
'on vs, & thereforeif we had that reſpeR of our hea- 
' uenly maſter,which of ourearthly,we ſhouldalwaies 
; performe obedience to him.Eye-leruice, performed 
\to God, muſt needs belaſting & continuing ſeruice. 
if thou canſt findea time when Gods eye is offthee, 
| will then giuetheeleaue to give ouerthy worke,or 
roworkevniowardly: butſince Gods eye is alwayes 
on thee,why is not thy eye alſo alway on himzas Z- 
nochs was ? why walkeſt thou not as in the preſence 
of this God 2 VVhy laboureſtchounot in all thy ſer- 
uices to approvethy ſelfe tothis eye that ſecth in ſe- 
cret, &is able by it owne chriſtall brightnes ro diſ- 
couerthe ſma]leſt mote of hypocriſie in the blindeſt 
nook of thy hart? that ſo when it ſhall come to take a 


{view of them, it,may giue witnes tothem, & acknow- 


ledge them, though not, as once thoſe {ſolely his 
owne in thecreation, for very good, yet for good in 
part, for good firicerely,thoughnor good perfectly, 
This vſe Dauid made of this dottine to himſelte, 
P/al.1 19.168. 1 hane kept thy precepts, namely, con- 
ſtantly and ſincerely, for all my wayes are before thee. 

I V. This muſt reſtraine vs even from ſecret fins, 
which we might commit without the priuity of any 


, « 
| * 
. 


other . For whereſocuer thou art, there is an eye 
that ſees thee, an carethat heares Se 
R_—_—— - 
| | regiſters 
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regiſters thy actions. By this argument Se/omon 
| dehorteth Trom adulrery, which for the molt part is 
committed in the night, Job 24. 15. becauſe all the 
waies of menare open & naked to Gods eies. What | Pro. 5. 31. 
horrible Atheiſme doth this argue,that the preſence 
of a little childe ſhall hinder vs from the doing of 
ſome wickedneſlſe, when Gods preſence cannot? but 
as our Sauiour ſpeakerh concerning killing: fo 1 of 
{ceing, Feare not them that can ſeethe body onely, 
but feare him that can ſee the ſoule alfo, ro whom 
night andlight,day and darknesareall one, who can 
as caſily ſeethee in the dead darknes of the night, as 
at high noone in the cleareſt {unſbine; as well when 
the candle is out, as when lighted, him I ſay feare. | 
If wee did beleeue this vbiquitie of Gods eye, how 
would it quaſh the very firſt riſings of euill thoughts | 
in our hearts? The eye of man drawesfrom vs a care 
of our outward behauiour : why then ſhould nor 
the cyeof God draw from thee a care of the inward 
behaviour of thy hart?ſince God ſeesthy heart bet- 
rer then man thy face,and vnderitandsthy thoughts 
better then man thy words. Little children,when in 
the middeſt of their diſorders they ſpye once their 
| fathers eye, they are huſhed preſently. So ſhould it 
| bewith vs, when through forgetfulneſle of this all- 
ſecing eye of our heauenly Father continually ouer- 
looking vs, our hearts haue begun ro breake looſe, 
and to ſport themſclues in vaine and idle thoughts, f 
and defires; then ſhould wee conſider thar all this 
while Gods eye hath bcene fixed on vsz Wretches | 
then that we are, that have had our Fathers eye to 
be a witneſſe of our miſdemeanour ! Then: in this 

| D d 4 | caſe | | 
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Heb. 4, 


G31.6.6. 


Pro.24-11. 12-| lently Salomon, Deliner them that are drawn to death, 


{ 


Gen, 3$. 16. 


 [theleaſt ſtarting hole, if wee can get bur the lillicſt 


| caſe ſhould this ſpirituall eyeof God work the ſame 
efeR in vs, which once the bodily eye of Chriſt in 
Peter. It ſhould euen daſh vs, and ſhame vs in the 
middeſt of our {inne. If being in the fight and pre- | 
ſence of our betters, whoſe grauitic and authoritie 
claymeth ſpeciail reverence at our hands, wee yet 
not knowing ot it, have bin otherwiſe in our ſpeech 
and behautour then became vs, wee no ſooner ſee 
them, but are aſhamed prelently,& are ready to cry 
them mercy.Should we not doc the like, much more | 
when wehaue offended and gricued the holy eye of | 
the Lord with any vadecent behauiour, though but 
of our hart only ? Should we not ſay as once /acob in 
Bethel, (ſince God is prejent inall places as well as 
in Bethel, though not with ſo ſpeciall a kinde of pre. 
ſence) Swrely God is here, and 1 was not aware of it ? 
V.. This muſt make ys take heede of deceiving 
our ſelues, with vaine pretences, in ſhifting off good 
duties, or in exculing our linnes.If we can finde but 


pretext by the fingers ends, how glad are we of it ?| 
how faſt doe we hold it 2 But alas, Gods eye can ea- 
fily ſee through rhefe figge-leaucy,ir can cafily fetch 
Adem out of the thickets. The Anatomiſt dorh 
not ſocleerely ſee the inwards of the body he hath 
opened,as God doth the ſecret deceitof our hearts, 
though never ſo fairely cloaked and coloured. Away | 
then with all daubing. Be not decerued, ſaid the A- 


poſtle to thoſe whole wit could finde our Jurking- | | 
holes enough for their wicked dcfraudin 
Gods Minitters, God will not beywrked. And excel- 


and 


— nn 
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ſlaine ? If thou ſay, Behold wee know not of it, hee that 
nadereth the hearts deth he not underſtand it ? 
V I. This do&rine is full of ſweer comfort, and 


that in ſundry caſes, t.In the peruerſe iudgement of 


'rnen often vnder-valuing ot vs, and depreffing vs 
farre beneath our inferiours. As the Corinthians did 
Paxl vnder their ſhalow-headed Verbaliſts, not 
worthy to carry his bookee after him for ſound and 
ſubſtantiall learning, Our comfort here is this, that 
God ſeeth not as man ſecth, iudgeth not as man 
iudgeth, by the ſeeing of the eye,by the hearing of the 
eare, by outward appearances. VVhenceit comes to 
paſſe,that when the falſe and iniudiciouseyeofman, 
too-too much affeted with outward ſhowes, hath 
preferred bold Throſ#es before their betters, that 
cannot in like pompous oftentation ſet forth them- 
ſelues, and hath adiudged preeminence rather to 


| 


yet God comming after reuerſeth and repealeththis 
vnrighteous iudgemenr, thruſting downe proud ig- 
norancefrom the head of the table to the foor, and 
lifting vp humble knowledge from the foor to the 
head. Thus PaxIrelicucd himſelfe when hewas thus 
| diſparaged by the Corinthians. 7 paſſe nor,faith he, 
Lo be indged of you ; 1 meaſure not my lelfe by any 
mans iudgement : He that iudgeth mee is the Lord. 
Wherefore as we haue no reaſonto flatter our ſelues 
when men fatter vs,[o neither alwales to diſcourage 

our ſcTues wii men diſcourage vs. As mens praiſes 
| muſtnor tzck/e vs, To Neyther reayes their diſþraiſes 
crouble vs.For true,both praiſe and diſpraiſe is from 
God, 


and wilt not thou Preſerne them that are led to be 


Eliafhibs outward perſon, then Davids inward parts, | 


| 
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God, who ſearcheth the heart, and tricth thereines, | 


Heed not then mens judgement over-much, but a- 
gainſt their black coles comfort thy ſelfe with Gods | 
white ſtone. 2.Here-hence alſo we may gather com- | 
fort in falle imputations and flanders. As this was | 
lebs comfort in the aſperfion of hypocriite, Ay wit« 
meſſe is in heauen, ana my record on bigh. 3.1t ſteedeth. 
alſo for comfort in the preuailiygs of the wicked a» 
gainſt vs, and that vnder colour of right, Pſal. 7.9. 
0 let the malice of the wicked come t9 an end. But guide. 


80s the inſt. For the rig!t:ous Lord ſearcheth the 


hearts and the reines, And therefore he ſeeth the in- | 
nocency and linceritie of the one,the fraud and ny- 
pocrific of the other,notwithitanding all their good- | 
ly words.The eyes of the Lord looke downe from heauen 
to ſhew himſeife ſtrong to them that are of a perfect 
heart:namely,in the cnd at leaſt,cuen when they are 
moſt weake in themſelues, to giue them thevictory. 

Fourthly. Bur moſt cordiall is that conſolation 


which this doQrine miniſtreth in our temptations, 
and inward conflicts with Sathay and our owne 


conſciences, crying cur-agginlt os, tharmeg gra .nor 
that which others and our ſelues haue thought, 
that wee haue not ſo much as the leaſt dramme of 
any goodnefle: And indeed,in temptation,our finnes 
often preſent themſelues in ſuch a multitude, that 
they wholy intercept from our. eyes the fight-of 
grace. Yet here in the defe& of our owne knowledge 
we muſt comfort our ſelues with Gods ; and fay 
with Ezechiah,in that his grievous trialſ}o Lord,thos 
knoweſt 1 baue walked with a perfet? heart before thee. 


| Thus Peter, when Chriſt lay grating vpon him with 


that 


—— 
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thereby renewing the bitter me of his three- 
fold deniall, and in effe& ſaying thu&much. How 
can I thinke that thou who haſt ſo often denyed me 
doeſt loue mee? hee yet ſuſtained himſelfe with this 


that three-fold interrogation, Simon,loneſt thow me f o 


meditation of Gods knowledge; Lord, thou knaweſt 
all things, thou knoweſt that 1 loue thee, The Apotle | 
ſheweth, Rom. 8. 26. that ſometimes, in the extre- 
\ mitic of aftlition, wee are ſo confounded in our. 
ſelues, that though indeed we doe pray in our ſecret. 


ſighes and ſobs, yet wee perceiue not that we pray. | 


For fo I take ir that text may be read, wee know not 


what we pray, the fleſhwith her murmurings makes 


fuch a dinne, that we can hardly heare the voyce of 
the ſpirit mixing with the fleſhes roarings and repi- 
. nings his praying fſighes and ſobbings. But be- 
cauſe a poore ſoule would hence diſcomfort it ſelfe, 


and thinke what good will ſuch confuſed prayers | 


doe mee, which 1 ſcarſe diſcerne my fſelfe ? the 
Apoſtle anſwereth notably, oppoſing to this ob- 
| ieQion the comfort of this doCtrine of Gods know- 
' ing the heart. But hee that ſearcheth the hearts, hee 
| knoweth the meaning of 1heJprrit: Marke how he op- 
| poſeth Gods knowing of our prayers to our owne 


trouble thee , that thou canſt not perceiue that 
thou prayeſt. Doe not therefore thinke thou canſt 


| not knowing, As if hee ſhould ſay. Let nor har 


of the heart, who is greater then thy heart, be know. | 
| eth and appronerh alſo thy prayer. Diſcouragenot | 
then thy ſelfe oucr-much in the want of feeling of | 


j 
) 


| 
| 


| 
! 


| 


| 


not, thou doeſt not pray. For though thou know | 
, not what it is thou prayeſt, yet God the ſearcher | 


| 
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Rom, 8.26, 27. H 


____ grace, 
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; 


AQ. 8.22, 


race inthy ſelfe, Remember that God ſees, as thar 
euill, ſo alſo that good which ſometimes thou ſeeſt 
not in thy ſclfe. And therefore as thou oughteſt 
not to be ouer-confidentin the not feeling of ſinne 
in thy ſelfe, but to ſay with the Apoſtle, Though 7 
know nothing (that is, no cuill) by my ſelfe, yet am 1 
not thereby iuſtified ; ſo neither to be roo farre deie- 
&ed in the not feeling of grace, but by like propor- 
tion to ſay, Though 7 know no yood in my ſelfe, yet am 
Inot thereby condemned. So much of the firſt point; 
Gods knowledge of the heart: The ſecond follow- 
eth; the end of this knowledge, That 1 may gine to 
euery man according to his wayes, &c. The which 
words we will cenſider. firſt in their reference to the 
former : ſecondly, apart by themſclues. 
Our of the former conſideration welcarne, 
: That good and cuillthoughts and defires,in 


j Gods account, are good and cuill workes, For God 


hereſaith, hee taketh through notice of the heart, 
that hee may recompence men according to their 
workes. Thereby implying, that if hee did nor ſee 
the heart , there muſt needes ſcape many wicked 
thoughts and deſires vnpuniſhed, many good ones 
alſo goe vnrewarded; and {o he ſhould not be able 
to giue to cuery worke his proper recompence, 
namely , to the inward workes of the heart, the 
thoughts and deſires thereof, Concerning euill 
thoughts, Peters ſpeech is excellent to Simon Ma-| 
gu: Pray to God, that if it be poſstble, the thought of | 
thy heart may be forginen thee. Forgiueneſle preſup- 
poſeth deſert of puniſhment ; puniſhment an cuill 


 worke meriting it, for puniſhments are onely awar- 
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ded to workes. For gond theughts and defires 
Panls ſpecch is excellent, 18 is God that worketh both 
to will and doe. It both be his owne workes, the de- 
fire as well as the dcede, hee rauſt necdes loue, and 
| like both the one, and the other, This maketh a- 
gainft them, that make no bones of euill thoughcs, 
{ as though no other cuill workes, then ſuch as be 
outward. 2. [t ſerueth for comfort to thechildren 
of God, diſabled ſometimes by want of outward 
| helpes, or otherwiſe, for the performance of ſome 
kinde 'of outward obedience. Theſe muſt remem- 
ber how highly God apprizeth good purpoſes, 
and deſires, accepting and rewarding them, when 
they come to him, as if they came accompanyed 
with the deedes themſelues. Dauid did bur conceiue 


with the building, andcſtabliſhing of Da#zds houſe, 
2 $49. 7.16, Hedid bur conceiuea purpoſe to con- 
feſle his ſinne; Gods-care was in his heart, before 
Daxids confeſſion could be in his tongue, P/al. 32.5. 
The poore beggers that haue wanted foode for 
themſc]ues, Chriſt yer thall ſay ar the laſt day, yee 


a purpoſe to build God a houſe ; God rewarded it| 


have fed mee when | was hungry, onely in regard 
of thcir ſtrong affeCtion, if they had had abilicie. 
 Theprodigall childe, when he was but conceiving a 
{ purpoſe of returning, was preuented-by his Father 
firſt comming to him, Lac. 15.20. and J/ay 65. 24. 
God will anſwere vs before we call, thatis, in ourpur- 


| poſe cf prayer. O ſweer comfort ! when wee ad- 
drefſe our ſelues to prayer in our private meditati- | 

ons and bethinke our ſeclnes of our fundry wants,! 

_ | we purpoſe with our fclues to/begge fuck and fuch 


Phil, 3.15. 


| '___ things, 
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1 Tim. . 5. 
AQ. 15. 
Matth. 12. 
Rom. 14.22. 
Rom, Jo 37+ 
Rom, rt. 5. 


things, whereof yet happily wee forget ſome in the 
vocall prayer : ſhall any good ſoule now thinke that 
the memories weakneſle (ball any thing preiudice 
her in this caſe? No thy purpoſe of asking the thing 
forgortten,was a moſt etfetuall asking of it,and vnto 
thee belongeth: the comfort of that faying, 7 will | 
heare before they call. 

2 That God eſteemeth of the goodnefle of our 
outward workes by our hearts. Therefore here hee 
ſaith, that he firſt ſearcheth the hearr, before here- 
compence the worke. If God iudged of workes one- 
ly by the outward matter of them, there needed 
then no looking into the heart, for the juſt diſpen- 
ling of rewards, and puniſhments. Now there are 
two things more eſpecially in the heart, whereby 
God iudgeth of our workes. 1. Faith, which clean- 
ſeth the heart, and maketh ira good treaſury, fit for 
a good man to bring forth good things, which 
allo propoundeth vnto vs, and vrgeth vpon vs the 
commandement of God , preſcribing the good 
worke to be done : whence that title of the law of | 
faith, and whence alſo our obedience is called the 
obedience of faith, 2. A ſincere affeQion chiefly re- 
ſpcting Gods glory, and the Churches good: in 
that we doe. The vſe. 1. Againſt the Papiſts, that 
rpon ſuch places as this would found the doctrine 
of merit. But here God ſaies helookes into the hart, 
when hee .would reward: the outward worke. S0 
that there is no worthineſs in the outward worke 
it ſelfe, bur ir is fomething within the heart, which 
procureth the reward to the outward worke, and | 


chat is ſpecially as I ſbeved, faith in the bloug of 
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lefus Chriſt. 2.Againft the workes of morall and ci-, 
uill men; which rhough beaurifull in the eyes of the | 
world, are yet deformed before God, becaule they | 
neyther low our of a pure fountaine of a purged 
hearr, nor are referred ro juſt ends. Let the ciuill 
man then know, that when hee preſents God with 
his outward righteouſneſſe, looking for ſome re- 
ward, the dung of his ſacrifice fhall be chrowne in | 
his face : For God will looke irito his heart, and 
finding it vnbapriſed, he will bid him looke iato the 
rockes whereout his workes were hewen, and into 
the hole whereout they were digged, and then aske 
him how that can be cleane which hath ſo impure 
an originall? 3. Againſt hypocrites that with their 
leauen ſowre the beſt workes they doe. ' If God 
in judging of good workes did not looke to the 
heart, an hypocrite might fpeed as well as the beſt 
Chriſtian, But here wee ſeethe affe&ion and'di(- 
poſition of the hearr is all in all with GOD. Wee 
indeede iudge of the hear: by the worke : God con- 
trarily iudgeth ofthe worke by the heare. Wee firft 
approue the worke, and then the workeman : Bur | 
God firſt hath reſpe&tto-Habeh,and then to his ſacri-| 
fice. Though the matter of the worke be neuer ſo: 
good, yet the corruption of an vnſanCtified heart? 
| will marreall, and changethe nature of it."Andas | 
it will be noexcuſe before God, when the matter of 
the worke is ill, ro plead the goodnes of the heart; ! 
fo neyther, when the heart is naught, to plead, that 
the matter of the worke is good. VWhereofwe have | 
notable examples, E/. 58. inthe lewes vrging'God'} | 
| vvith their faſting, and yet ſent away empty;'and in | 
| thoſe 
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| thoſe reprobares, Math.7.alledgingtheir preaching 
in Chriſts name, caſting out of Diuels, &c. bur re- 
cciuiug that fearefull anſwere, Depart from mee yee 
'| workers of iniquitie : | know ye not. Loe,preaching it 
ſelfe though in Chriſts name , becauſe yet nor tor 
Chriſts name, is,with God,but a worke of iniquitie, 
and hell fire is the reward of it. So Cazns out- 
ward workes in ſacrikcing were the ſame with his 
Hon 3-13. | brothers, and yet S. John (ayes, Cains workes were 
| ewill, and Abcls good. And God himſelfe ſaid to 
Cain, If thou deeft well, ſhalt thon nor be accepted? as 
| though forall his ſacrifices, hee had nor done well 
| as yet. And ſo the lewes ſacrifices arein indignati- 
on reieed,witha,who required theſe thing? becauſe 
indeed God did not require bodily exerciſe, diuore 
| ced from the ſpirituall;the (hell without the kernel], 
the huske without the corne, the carkaſe without 
the ſoule. Hence it is that the Lord calleth the 
lewes incenſe and ſacrifce,though commanded by 
| _ 3* | himlſclfe, their owne wajes. And inanother place his 
Quem rectes, | Owne ſacrifice, the ſacrifice of fooles. For as Martiall 
—_—_— _ | {aidto Fidentine,the bookethou readeſt is mine, but 
-- hk when thou rcadeſt ir ill then it begins to bethige : 
citasincipit eſe | ſO may God ſay to hypocrites ; Theſe workes of j 
_ | prayer, hearing, &c. are mine, but when you goe 
| about them thus vntowardly, and performe them 
| rhus corruptly , then they are your-owne. I will 
acknowledgethem no longer for mine. I ſee then 
| that it is not ſafe for vs to reſt inthe outward worke, 
but that wee had needeto looke to our hearts in all 
the ſeruices wee performe. For God will looke to 
our hearts in- judging , and in rewarding, wo 
| that 
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that which God moſt lookes to in rewarding : that 


had wee neede moſt looke to in pradFiſemg. As the. 


| worke-man in the doing of any worke, will be moſt 


carcfall in that part of it, wherein hee knowerh the 


cyc of him, for whora he worketh, will be moſt cu- 
71085, If God, when thy prayer ſhall come to be 
weighed in his ballances, ſhould then ſpecially 
ſtand vpon thy tongue, vpon thy phraſe of (peech, 
vpon thetuneof thy voice, &e. then it would ſtand 
thee in hand in praying, ſpecially ro minde theſe 
things. Bur ſince it is the affection of thy heart, he 
will aboue all things make inquiry of, conlider 
then what afolly it is in practiſing, to be molt dili- 


gent iathat,whereof God in examining will be moſt |. 


regardleſic; and to be moſt negligent there, where 
we ſhall be ſure to finde him moſt ſiri&t, and ſeuere. 
And withall conſiderthineowne miſery, who depri- 
uelt thy ſelfe both of mans, and Gods reward. For 
the very matter of thy worke will make thee odious 
to the world, as carefully flying the very apparance 
of good, as the Apoſtle biddeth vs to flye theappa- 
rance of cuill. Bur the corrupt manner of thy worke 
will makethee twiſe as odious to Ged, to whom al- 
waies fained ſantFitie is double iniquity. Withall con- 
{ider, what a griefe it muſt needs be to thee atthe 
laſt day, toſee others mites receiued for their lince- 
ritie, and thine owne zalent? refuſed for thy hypocri- 
fie : to ſee others cups of cold water mercifully re- 
 Wwarded , and thine owne giving the cup of Chriſts 
bloud, the water and bread of cternall life, ſeuerely 
.| puniſhed. 

4. This muſt teach thee when after long out-. 
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{ good hearts done many good works which yer are 


(11 vaine,T hawe ſpent my ſtrength;&4c.,Butour comfort 


—_— though by the performance ofthis duty | 


ward practiſe of godlineſle, rhou findeſt not thetrue 
reward of godlineſle, then to enter into thine owne 
hart by examination, and to conſider whether thou 
art not guilty of hypocriſie or no. For true godlineſſe | 
is great gaine: and Godalwaies is juſt , giuing men | 
according to their workes, but yet meaſuring the | 
workes by the heart. If then thou doing workes out- 
wardly good,recciue no an{werable reward, doc not ' 
therefore challenge God of iniuſtice , ( as thoſe ' 
lewes;wherefore haue we fafled, and thou ſeeſt it not?) | 
but thy ſelfe of valoundnes of hart. Which corre 
thou, andthou then ſhalr ſeethere will be no cauſe 
for thee ro complaine of the Lord. 

V. Herealſois comfort to thoſe that haue with 


ul taken, and ill rewarded of men. Men cannot ſee 
our hearts, and therefore what maruel], it they doe: 
not alwaies reward vs according toour workes? If 
the wicked lewescould haue ſeenc how louingly and 
tenderly Chriſis heart was affeRed to them , they 
would better haue rewarded his miniſtery, then that 
he ſhould haue needed ro complaine, 7 have labored 


is,fo as was Chriſts,that er worke, though neuer ſo 
much reieQed of men, #5 yet with our God, intime | 
to be rewarded of him. Becauſc he ſeech our ſound 
and faithfull hearts, andthatto this end, that hee 
may reward vs accarding to our workes. The duty 
of reprehenſion Chriſtianly performed is a good 
worke, yet how diſtaſifull ro the reprehended, and 
how thankelcſſc an office? yet wee muſt not be dif- 
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we purchaſe ill willat mens hands. For God ſeeing! 
the integrity of our heart, will reward vs according- 
ly, cauſing vsat length to finde more fauour, cuen 
with the reprehended themſclues, then thoſe that 
haue clawed or flattered, Pro.22.23, 

Now I come to conſiderthe words in themſelues, 
obſerving three points in them, the rewarder ; the 
rewaraed ; the rule of rewarding. 

1. The rewarder, God. That 1may give, &c. Here 


we learne; 


I. That God hath an infinite treaſury , both of 
rewards,and puniſhments,who giueth t@ cuery par- 
ticular man his juſt portion , either ofthe one,or of 
the other. Heis an vaempriable fountaine of good- 
neſſe that canneuer be drawne dry. His rewarding 
of one doth not diſable him for rewarding another, 
neither doth hee ſo ſpend himſelfe in conferring his 
bleflings vpon any , that they which come after | 
ſhould need to ſpeake vnto him, as E/as to 1ſaack, 1s 
all gone ? haſt thou neuer a bleſſing left behind for 
vs ? Gods reward is not like the bleſſing of /aack, 
which could be beſtowed onely on one. For God 


| himſelfe the rewarder,isalfo the reward, and there- 


foreas he tels 4braham,an excecding great, an infi- 
nite reward, able to ſatisfic infinite worlds, His ju- 
ſticealſo,being as infinire as his mercy, cannot bur 


turniſhhim with like variety of judgements, that as 
in heauen there are many manſions, andprincely 
pallaces, ſoin hell alſo many priſons, many dunge- 
ons ; thatas hischeſts and cofers are full of pretious 
pearles and jewels, ſohis quiuers of peſtilent arrowes 
prepared for the ribs ofthe mngodly.So thatweneed 
| Ee 2 not 
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Gen.1 5.2, 


Tohn 14. 1, 
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| not feare that of our {+bow4h, which they of their 
7 Iupiter, that if, as often as men ſinne, the thunder- 
Siquatiespeccant | bolts ſhould flye abroad,he would quickly be vnfur- 


homi | 
"EA niſhed of weapoas. The vſethen is, as to terrihe the | 


lupiter, exiz»» | wicked,ſoro encouragethe godly. lt is a comfort to | 
emporeinerm® | ſerueſucha Maſter, as beſides his willingnes, is alſo. 

? ' abletoreward vs. Therefore we ſee how Kings ſer-| 

 uices in this regard are moſt ſought after. Neuer 
then grow wee weary of ſeruing this Mafter, with 
whom is ſuch plenty of reward, whoſe is the carth, | 
; and the fulneſle thereof, the heavens and all their 
furniture, and at whoſe right hand is fulneſle of 
pleaſures for evermore. Who may ſay vntovs of | 
| all other baſe Maſters , as Saulof Danid, Can the 
| ſonnes of [{hi giue you Vineyaras ; and Orchards ? Can 
they make you Captaines ouer fifties, and oner hun- 
dreths? ſo canthe Diuell, the world, the fleſb, in- 
ſtate you into the felicity of my choſen ? can they 
make you Kings,and ſect you inthe chayre of eſtate ?; 
The ſervice of God is a reward ſufficient to ir ſelfe , 
and farre from his ſervants is the baſe mindes of 
mercenaries. Neuerthelefle ic is fic, with Moſes, to 
Heb.11.26,* | quicken our dulneſſe with the conſideration of the 
great recompence of reward. 

2. That whoſocuer be the inſtruments cither in 
our rewards or puniſhments, God ſtill is the chiefe,, 
both rewarder and puniſher, That 7 may give. The 
vſe whereof is, both toteach vs thankfulnefſero God, 
when rewarded ; & patience, when corredted by men. 
Ir may be thou haſt deſerued well of thoſe men, that 
deale vnkindly with thee, But yer confider whether 
in the fame thing wherejn thou haſt deſcrued well 

] of | 
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of man, thou haue not deſerued ill of God, becauſe 
happily in theſe dutics performed ro man, thou 
haddeſt no reſpeR of God. If ſo, then acknowledge 
that God hath found our thy finne, complaine nor 
of mens vnkindnes and iniuftice. God is iuſt in their 
iniuſtice. It is he tha thus puniſheth thee. 

3- That whatſoeuer be the worke for which wee 


expect a reward, it is God that muſt reward it. This | + .- 


muſt teach vs in the workes of the ſecond Table, 
which reſpe& man, to haue aneye'vnto God, and 
to performe them as vnto God, and ſo in feruing 


of ian to ſerue God. Forit 15 God that muſt re- | 


ward them,and that(as I ſhewed)doth reward chem, 


even then when men reward them, For it is he that | 
inclincth their hearts thereto. How then can we ex- | 


petareward of God there, where wee haue done 
him uoſeruice? If in ſeruing of men thou haft ſer- 
ued thy ſelfe, and ſovght thy ſelfe rather then God, 
when thou commeſt tor thy reward, Gods anſwere 
will be ; let him reward thee whom thou ſeruedfi. 
Thou eruetſtthylelfe,rewardthy ſelfe then ifthou 


wilt;for Incuer reward any feruices but mine owne. | 


Had wee not thenneede in all duties done to men, 
to doc them as vnto God, leaft otherwiſe, as wee 
looſe mans, ſoalſo Gods reward.But doethemvnto 
God, andthen we are ſure, if nor of both, yet of the 
beſt reward, and we take a very ſafe courſe for our 
ſc]ues. For cuen the beſt men may prooue vnkinde, 
and vnthankfull vnto vs:Burt God cannot but abun- 
dantly recompence the ſeruice done to himſelfe. 
The duties of loue &liberalitic done tomen, which 
ſome of-thoſe ro whom they were done had hap- 
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exvants 


Gen, 31.42, 


pily forgot, yet Chriſt remembers at the laſt day, 
onely becauſe they were done as to himſelfe, Math. 
25. 40, Yes hene dene them unto mee. Thece is the 
cauſe of the reward. This is Pars counſell tro Chri- 
ſtian ſeruanrs yoaked with cruell heatheniſh Ma- 
ſers, to be obedient vnto their Maſters, accordin 
tothe fleſh,as vnto Chriſt, ſeruing the Lord, and not 
men, and that vpon this conſideration : What/oener 
good thing any man aath,the ſame ſhall he receiue of the 
Lord, whether hee be hond or free, Seruants in ſuch 
caſes are ready to obie&t. Why ſhould wee haue 
any care to pleaſe them, that haue ſo little care to 
pleaſure vs, nay that areready to doe vs all the dif- 
pleaſure they can? Yea, but tor this cauſe they had 
need ſo much the ratherto make conſcience of their 
dutic, eucn to the full, becauſe by this meanes they 
(ball prouide a notabie remedy againſt their Ma- 
ſters injuries, namely,the bountifull reward of God 
himſe!lfe. Thy Maſter wrongs thee: what then? wilt 
thou therefore wrong thy ſelfe? hee denies thee his 
reward : wilt thou therefore increaſe thy puniſh- | 
ment? andas though this werenotenough,depriue 
thy ſelfe alſo of Gods reward? Lahars tyranny could 
not tyre out /acob in the courſe of his faithfulneſſe, | 
and behold in the end the Lord himlſelfe in ſpite of 
Labans teeth richly rewardeth him. 

I1. Circumſtance is theperſons rewarded. Every 
man, of what degree ſocuer, 

1. Marke here Gods vnpartiall dealing. Among 
men, groſle vices of great ones are winked art, and 
eminent vertues of meane ones are not heeded. But 


with God, neyther (hall thy greatneſle helpe thee 


from. 
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from puniſtmenr,nor thy baſenes hinder thee from 
reward, This muſt humble the grear ſtates of the 
world. God is no reſpetter of perſons. They muſt 
not looke for a chaire and a cuſhion, when they ap- 
peare before Gods tribunall. Nay, thou muſt then 


will put no difference betwixt thee and the pooreſt 
Lazarus. He iudges eyicry man alike. | 

2 Hence 1 gather/that there is a particular pro- 
uidence taking notife of men and their aCtions in 
ſpeciall. For Gods fewards are proportioned to his 
knowledge. 1 know the heart, that 1 may reward. But 
he rewards euery man in particular. Therefore alſo 
he knowes him,and all his wayes, Particular rexards 
argue particular knowledge. Terrible is this to rhe 
wicked, but moſt comfortable to the godly. If che 
King take notice of a meaner man, hee will be ready 
preſently to ſay in admiration, VVhat,doth the King 
know me? Bur letthe pooreſt Lazar, thatis withall 
the childe of God, know for his comfort, that the 
great King and mighty God takes ſpeciall notice of 
him,and that for his good.It is not with our God as 
withthcir [doll, that hathno leyſureto attend ſmal- 
ler matters. Hee is not like Baall, that purſuing his 
enemies cannot heare his friends,nor like Dzana,that 
being preſent at Alexangders birth could not at the 
ſame time preſcrue her Ephe/zan temple fro the fire. 

I1I. Circumſtance toilowes the rule of rewar- 
ding, according to their owne wayes, &c. Here we 
learne, that God proportions his rewards and pu- 
 niſhments to our workes, as it were the line to the 
rule. This proportion hath ſundry branches. 
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be ſtript ſtarke naked of all outward-pompe. God | 
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De natura deoy, 
l. 2, Concronegz 
Timaus, qui cung 
in hiftoria d:x« 
iſſet qua note 
natus Alexan- 
der erat, eadem 
Diane Ffheſia 
temflum deflge 
2rauiſſe, adiu- 
xit minime id 
eſſe mirandum, 
quod Diana cum 
n party Olyme 
piatts adeſſe 
voliiſſet abfu- 
iſſet dome, 
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| to farther our reckoning in the day of the Lord Sleepe 


1 Theevill of ſinne ſhall hane cuill of puniſh- 
ment in hell, the good of obedience, the good ef re- 
ward in heauen. Matth. 25. 2. As our workes are 
better or worſe, ſo ſhall our ioyes in heauen, our 
painesin hell be more or leſle.Capernaum exceeding 
Sodome and Gomorrha in \inne, ſhall feele alſo an 
exceſſe of puniſhment, and the wiltull ſeruant ſhall 
receive more ſtripes then the ignorant. So alſo the 
greater our zeale, paines and trauell hath beene in 
Gods cauſe, the greater ſhall be the waight of our 
glory. The twelue Apoſtles ſhall have twelue ſpeci- 
all thrones at the day of judgement, and whereas 
other wiſe men ſhall but ſhine with the brightneſle 
of the firmament, they that turne others from their 
euill wayes, with thebrightneſk of the ſtars : he that 
ſoweth liberally ſhall reape liberally. And euery good 
worke added tothe number of the former, helpeth 


is ſweet, evento him that hath paſſed the day more 
eaſily, but the {leepe of the labouring man it is {weet 
indeede. So alſo though that ſleepe in Abrahams 
boſome be ſweer even te ſuch as have liued amore 

niet and caſe life here, yet cuen there alſo, the 
os of the labourer will be ſpecially ſweet. The 
greater our toyle and trials haue beene, the more 
wee hane ſweat and ſuffered here for Chriſt , the 
ſweeter ſhall wee finde that reft and repoſe in hea- 


| ven, The Martyrs ſhall be pillars in the houſe of 


God. Aper. 3.12. Our Sauiovr in his anſwere to the 
petition of the two brethren, ſeemes to imply, that 
there are ſome, for whom places of preeminence are 
prepared, as itwereto fit at his right hand and] 
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neyther doth this doQine of vnequall degrees of | 
heauenly glory any more fauour merit, thenthe vn- 


equall degrees ofgracein this life, which oftentimes | 


the Lord proportions to our defires and endeuors in 
the vie of the means; the wider we open our mouths, 


meaſure wee meteto him in painfull and heedfull 
hearing of his word, with the will hee meaſure 
rovs in the diſpenſation of his grace: Neyther yer 
doth our hearing of the word, deſiring opening our 
mourhes wide, merit that which they obtaine. And 
if the danger of the dofrineof merithinder vs not 
from holding that which is indeed apparant to our 
eyes, thar according to the degrees of grace, and 
ſanQification, God diſpenſeth many of his temporal 


rewards in this life, as a greater geod name,greater | 


inwardreuecrence and henourinthe hearts of men to 
ſuch as excell inmortificationabonetheirbrerthren, 
why ſhould it feare vs here ? fince the one drawes. 
merit with it no more then the other. 3. Beſides 
this generall, there is alſo a ſpeciall proportion , 
agrecing to the workes in ſpeciall, in ſuch manner 
that a man may aimoſt read the ſinne in the puniſh- 
ment, the vertue in the reward. The midwiuesbuilc 
the houſes of the Iſraclites, by preſeruing their chil- 
dren, contrary to the Kings bloudy ediQ.God ther- 
fore built chem houſes. David purpoſed to build 
God a houſe; God preſently promiſed to build his 
houſe for eyer. Ebedmelech ſaued Jeremies life: God | 
c— him his owne life fora pray.Sohe hath 
promtifed to-recompence our zeale of his glory with 


his zeale of ours; 1will honour them that hononr me, 


————_—_— 
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neyther doth God keepe- this proportion in -a@iue 
onely,bur alſo in pafftue obedience. Here Jeſephs cx- 
ample is moſt remarkeable if we compare his ſuffe- 
rings and rewardstogether. In ſteadothis brethrens 
hatred, he:got ſtrangers loue; his brethren that ſold 
him as a {laue,adorcd him as a Lord, In ſtcad of the 
priſon, hee met with a throne. In ſtead of iron fet- | 
ters, he found a chaine of gold. In ſtead ofthe Jabor | 
of his hand, a ring on his hand, In ſtead of the party | 
coloured coat his brethren ſtript him of, the prince- 
ly roabcs Pharaoh put vpon him. In ſtead of the vn+ 
Jawfull pleaſureof adulterie,the lawfull comfort and 
contentment of an honourable marriage. ſtead of 
being a ſeruant in the priſon, being halfe a Soue- 
raigne in the Kingdome. The like meaſure keepes 
he alſo in puniſhment. 46/alons haire, his pride, be- 
came his halter. The waters which Pharaoh appoin- 
ted to deſtroy the Hebrew babes, were afrerwards 
made fit to poyſon the Egyptians. Pharaoh had in- 
fected them with bloud of innocents, Gods turnes 
them into bloud; and intheir colour ſhewes the ty- 
rant the colour of his finne. Pharaoh ſayes the [{ra- 
elites children, God afterward flew his, and all the 
Egyptians firſt borne. Dives denyed Zazarys crums 
of bread; Abraham afterward denyed him a droppe 
of water, Thoſe that will not hearken to the ſweet 
and familiar-voyce of G o.D, fhali be ſchooled by 
the' ſtrange language of cruell ſtrangers over-top- 
ping them. The Egyptians had vexed the lfraclites 
with much wearineſle, and thirſt, in ouerburdening 
them with labour; G o v therefore by depriving 
them of the vſe of their waters , afflited _u 
wit 
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withthe'ſamethirſt,and with the ſame wearineſle in , 
goingabout and ſeeking tor water. Saul becauſe he 

{lewthoſe that did weare the Ephod, therefore God 
would not anſwer him either by Yrim or Thummins : 
and his owne hands rcuenged vpon himſelfe the ins | 

nocent bloud of others. The wicked becauſe in this | 
life they ſay to, God, as it is in 7ob,Depart thou from: | 
vs, therefore in the life to come, God ſhall ſay ro 
| them, Depars from me ye curſed. Adams delice ofthe 
Godhead,was puniſhed withmortalitieand miſery: 
And vnto him that in £/ay vaunts himfelfe, ſaying; 
' 1 will aſcend aboue the height of the clouds, and will be [lay 14.14.35 
| like zo the moſt bigh, the Lord will hauethis anſwere |. 
'tobemade,7hes ſhalt be braught downe to the grave, 
| Jo the fades of the pit. Hypoctites performe rempo- 
| rary obedience, God onely giues them a tempo- | 
 rary reward hereinthis life, Math.6. Yer ily they hane 
| their reward, namely here in this life;they (hall haue 
| none hereafter, So Ahabs temporary humiliation 
obtayned the rejourning of a remporall judgement. 
Hypocrites alſo performe an imperfeQ obedience, 
'they will doe ſome few things commanded, but not 
all: God ſerves them in their owne kinde, he giues 
them ſomelew of his meaner bleſſings, but denyes 
them theprincipal.VVhence that excellent exhorta- 
tion,2 John 8.Looke to your ſelues,that we looſe not the 
things wee hane done, but may receine a full reward. 
There is then a plenary reward to a full,and a, partial 
or haife reward toa ſcanty and halfe obedience. Thus 
Tehnes obedience in deſtroying Ahabs houſe was re- 
compenced with.Gods blefling vpon his houſe to 
the fourth generation:anſixcrableto his curſe in the 
ſecond * 
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ſecond commandement vpon the wicked, to the 
fourth generation,as in Z9r«m,whoſepoſtcritic isnot 
remembred till the fourth generation, in the Gene- 
alogie, Matth. 1. Bur yet becauſe /:bues obedience 
was not fincere, it was not rewarded : ſoas is true 
obedience, whoſe reward is farre aboue the puniſh- 
ment : cuen to a 1000. generations. So that cven in | 
rewards, as well as in puniſhments, God will put 
a difference betwixt an /-aelite and an e/£gyprias : 
that as Gods children are not ſmicten ſo as their 
{miters the wicked;becauſe their diſobedience is not 
ſo full as the wicked, therefore they hauc but halfe 
| |a puniſhment : So the wicked are not rewarded as 
arc the godly ; becauſe their obedience is not fo 
perfet and compleate, therefore they have bur 
halfca reward, anſwerablerothcir halfe obedience. 
Againe, Hypocrites giue God an outward obedi- 
ence, without the inward atiction. So God gines 
them his exrernall benctics, but without any hear- 
ty loue or afﬀfe@tion vnto them. Look: how they 
| ſeuer their hearts from God in cheir obedience, fo 
doth God his from them, in his benefits. So cuen, 
and equal! is the retribution of diuine juſtice. The 
vie. Firſt,againft the Papiſts vrging their doArine | 
| of merit ont of this and ſuch like places: but here 

wee ſce, all the Prophet teacheth is a proportion be- 
| twixt our workes and wages, betwixt our paines 
and pay, that is, betwjxt that wee doe,andthar wee 
recciue. And therefore hee maketh our workes to 
be rhe rule, net the cauſe of the reward, The rule is 
[nor the cauſe ofthelinedrawne by it,Neither doth 
| God hereſay, that may give to.cuery man for, but | 


accors. 


g 


| 


| the times ofthe reward. And therefore heere hee 
| faich; That I may giueto euery man according to 
| his workes , without making any mention of the | | 
{time when, leauing himlſelfe free for that. Ve ſee 
| that in paying of wages to our ſeruants, wee limit 
1 our ſclues to ſet times, asto the quarters , or hake 

yeares end , becauſe it is a matter of deſert : but in 


| if there were any ſuch worthinefſe in our workes , 


{ Scriptures, who when they haue deſired their faith- 
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according to his workes. Surely/if good workes, as ' 
they teach, ſhould be meritorious, then as ic is vn- | 
iuſtice in man to detaine the labouring mans was» 

es when his worke is done : ſo alſo ſhould it be | 
in God, if hee did not prefently recompence cuery | 
good worke of his ſeruants,as ſoone as it were done. | 
And as the hireof the labourers,detained, crieth a- 
gainſt the couctous oppreſlors : fo by like reaſon 
ſhould the reward of our obedience, fo long often- 
times deferred, cry againſt God. Euenthis one ar- 
gument is enough to ouerthrow merit : Gods flow- 
neſſe as it were in rewarding his childrens ſervices , 
and that liberty which hee taketh to hiniſelfe for 


our gifts and gratuitics , wee doe not ſo tye our 
ſelues, but giue thema when wee thinke good. And| 


whatneede then that modeſtie, ofthe holy men in 


full ſeruice might be remembred with Gods re- 
ward, haue withall deſired it might be remembred 
with Gods forgiuencſſe?as Nehemigh, Remember me 
O wy God concerning this, and pardon me according to 
thy great mercy. Our beſt workes then necde forgi- 
uings, and that which needs fergining, merits not 


Nehe.13.23, 


| 


giving. Our Sauiour when hee would haue vs. Fxaue 
. | ally” 
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daily bread, as 8%r bread, due to our obedience by 
Gods promiſe, then withall he would haue vs eraue 
forgiueneſle, for the want of that our obedience , 
and to adde vnto, Gize vs this day onr daily bread, 
and forgiue vs our treſpsſscs. Secondly, againſt our 
looſe profeſſors, —_ ro themſclues, though 
living, and lying in their ſinnes, the reward of glo- 
ric, No, as thou ſoweſt thou muſt reape, and as 
thou breweft thou muſt drinke. If thou ſowe tares, 
neuer looke to reape VWheare. If thou brew with 
Crabbes , teuer looke to drinke milde Beere. As 
our Sauiour comparing the man to a tree , the 
works to the fruits , ſayes, Can men gather figges of 
mhornes, grapes of thiſtles? {oI'comparing our workes 
co trees, their rewards to the fruits, fay the like. | 
Thinke you cuer of the thornes and thiftles of co- | 
uctouſneſſe , pride, vncleannefle, blaſphemy, ſwea- 
ring, prophanation of the Sabaorhs, euerto garher 
the ſweet figges, or pleaſant.grapesof glory, and 
| happineſle ? will this gall and wormewood cuer | 
make pleaſant drinke ? will rheſe wilde and fowre 
grapes cuer yeeld ſweet winc ? O that wee could ſe- 
riouſly lay this to heart, that wee muſt all appeare 
before Chriſt, to recciue according to that which 
herewe haue done, whether good or cuill , that hee 
that ſowerth to the fleſh, ſhall ofthe fleſh reape cor- 
ruption, and hethat ſoweth of the ſpirit, (hall of the 
ſpiricreapelife euerlaſting. Then would wee begin 
preſently toreaſon withour ſelues. Alas how poore, | 
how barren am1 in good workes , how fruicfull in 
ill> Is it true indeede that according to the quality 


of our workes wee ſhall be iudged? Alas, "barges 
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workes can I preſent the Lord with , befides the] 
| |workes of death and darkneſle ? If theſe had the 
promiſe of reward, then were my caſe good. Exa- 
mine thy heart my brother, and thinke with thy 
ſclfe: Thus long haue 1lined, but what gond have 
I done? cither to my ſelfe , or others. Where are 
my prayers, faſtings, humiliations , meditations, 
well ſpent Sabaoths, well gouerned children and 
ſeruants? VWhere arc the workes of mercie tomy 
brechrens, either ſoules in holy admonition, repre- 
henſion, exhortatrion; or bodies, in miniſtring re- 
licfe to their neceſſities > How can 1looke for the 
penny that haue ſtood idle in the Market-place all 
the day long? for the crowne,that refuſed to runne ? 
fora good crop in Harueſt , that would not fow in 
ſeede time ? Let vs no longer deceiue our ſelues, 
That which Salomon ſpeaketh of ſloath in the] 
things of this life, is true alſo of ſpirituall ſloath. 
He that beingfloathfull in Winter will not plowe, | 
© [fball begge in Summer, and haue nothing; as wee 
may ſcc in the rich glutton begging water of L42«- | 
rus to coole his tongue, and in the fooliſh virgins 
begging eylc ofthe wiſe. It were madneſſe to ſecke 
for fiſhes in woods, for Apples and Peares in the 
Seas.Butwhat madneſſe roſeckeheauen in hell, glo- 
rice in ſhame, light in darkneſlſe, to thinkewee ſhall 
findeeternall i: in the way of wickedneſle. by 
eeke yee the lining among the dead? ſaid oncethe An- | 
gcll rothoſe women, But why ſecke yclife in death, 

Why ſeeke yee that cterwall life , among thoſe dead 

Workes of darknes? No glory, honour and immortality 

| cam be found of any, but ſuch as ſecke it by continuance 

in 
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Marth.6, 35. 


| who would be a. common ſtone in the building , 


in well doing, Ros. 2.7." If thou goe about. to ſecke| 
Gods Kingdom,ſeeke Gods righteouſneſſe. So ſeeke 
ir, and finde it, Otherwiſe thou doeſt but take a 
great deale of paines to goe to hell. If thou pray 
thy kingdome come, pray allo, thy will be done. Gods 
will muſt be done of thee, before his kingdome can 
come tothee. I LI. Since the degrees of glory here- 
after (hall be according to the degrees of grace 
heere, it muſt teachvs, if wee would then ſhine in 
glory, now to ſhine in grace. Naturally wee affeR 
precimnence , and precedencie in all things. Take 
the aduantage of this thy corruption, to ſhake off all 
ſpiricuallſloath, vſeiras a goade in thy fide to make 
thee ſweat againe in Gods worke, Double paines 
ſhall bring thee double pleaſure , double diligence 
double delight, double holineſſe, double honour 2 


when hee might be a pillar ?who would be a doore- 
keqper, or porter in a houſe , when hee might be a 
ſteward? IV. Lookewee to the whole oourſe of our 
lives, God rewards not according to our good, or 
cuill worke, butaccording to our workes, to the or- 
dinary courſe'of them. One cuill worke ſball- not. 
preiudice thee, who walkeſt inthe ordinary trat of | 
good workes3 nor contrarily, one good worke ſhall | 
not profit thee who makeſt an ordinary trade of do- 
ing cuill workes. V. This muſt reach vs, faithfully 
to walke beforethe Lord in the diſcharge of our ſe- 
uerall callings, withourany carkingcare,or giſtruſt». 
full rhought raking for any afthe:conforcs of this 

life. All the cares that belongs to vs,is how to doe | 
our warkewell. The care ofthereward of our werks 
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tis that which our Sauiour teacheth 3 when to thoſe 
whinings : What ſball we eate,what ſhall we put on,he | - 
appoſetha contrary care of ſecking Gods kingdome, | 


l 


| ſeruices to goe vnrecompenced, lr is therefore-as if ' 


| grace God ſo much as to trouble your ſelues with 
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is Gods. Looke wee well to dee our worke, and God | 


will looke farre better to reward our worke. And this 


and rightcouſaeſſe; for then if they would take care 

to worke the worke of Gad,the reward of God ſhould 

not be wanting. O then that in ſtead of taking 
thought how to getthis or that good thing promi- 
ſed, wee could oncetakethought how to doe this or 
that good thing commanded, and fo doing our du- 
ty,reſt vpon God in thebeliefe of this dofrine, that 


in prouifion of theſe outward things, not to gather 


them , The labourer is worthy of his wages. Theforce 


juſtice in rewarding well that which is done well. 
For the Diſciples might obic&. True,the labourer 


vnworthy of ourlabours ; for itdetaines the wages 
due to our labours. | 


| 
| 
he rewards euery man according to his workes. Our | 
Sauiour forbidding his Diſciples ouer-diligent care | 

) 


filuer or gold,giucs this as arcaſon why heſoforbids | 


of which argument conſifts in this dodtrine of Gods | 


is worthy of his wages, but the vathankfull world is | 


| Thereforethis ſpeech of Chriſt is founded vpon 
this holy iuſtice of God, that cannot whatſoever be 
the vakindnes and iniuftice of the world, ſuffer 


he had ſaid: Minde you the work of your Miniftery, 
let your onely care be how to fulfill ir. Doe not dif- 


thethoughts of your maintenance; 'as though God 


was ſo vniuft , as notto giue good wages to/ good || 
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workmen. VI. Heereis great vatiety of comfort. 
1. Art thou diſcouraged with the meancneſſe of thy 
good works?Thou artno Preacher toconuert foules, 
no rich man to giue almes, to build Colledges, 8c. 
but onely a poore ſeruant, keeping ſheepe,going to 
plough, &c. Heere for thy comfort remember that 
God rewards euery one according to his workes , 
without making any curious choyce of workes. Bur' 
as he will puniſh the leaft evill worke , even an idle 
ward: Math. 12,0 will hee much more reward the 
leaſt good worke: cuen a cup of cold water, Mar.10. 
cating not onely of ourhoney, but cuen of our ho- 
ney combe. Cent.5. 1. forhis mercy to vs is greater 
then his iuſtice, Yea, atthe laſt day notice will be 
taken of inferiour ſorts of workes, as giving apeece 
of bread,or a peece of cloath; when workes far more- 
glorious,as preaching,praying,martyrdom, are not 
named, yettheſcare mentioned, Mex. 25. Neither is 
this without reaſon, for the baſenefſe, or the meane- 
|neſſe of the matter doth efpecially ſhew the skill of 
the worke-man. For where the matrer is excellent , 
there it lendeth ſome help to che worke-man,where 
itis otherwiſe, there nothing but the bare and na- 
ked cunning, and artifice of the worke-man is tobe 
ſeene. Wewill not ſo wonder at him that maketh a 
good Image of gold, as ar him that maketh as good 
of. meaner matter, 'So to ſee zeale, faith, loue in 
preaching the word, in governing a Kingdome,and 
ſuch like workes, is not ſo admirable, as in the poore 
and ſcruile offices of vaderlings, as in keeping of 
ſheepy, ſweeping the houſe, &c. 2. Art thou trou- 
| bled at the worlds vniuſt and prepoſicrous rewar-| 
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ding of workes, iuſtifying the wicked, condemning | | 


thegodly, recompencing Johns preaching with the 
priſon, Herodias daughters dancing with the pro- 
miſe of halfe a kingdom,(ſo that, as Ceſar once laid, 
It were better to be Herods ſwme then ſonne, becauſe 
he killed his ſonne inthat maſſacre of Bethlew,when 
his Sow was ſpared? fo thou likewiſe thir.keſt, chou 
maieſtas well ſay,/t were better to be H-rods Minſtrel 
then Miſter , Player then Preacher, Dancer then Do- 
&or,becaule of the Minions dancing recompenced | 
with his Preachers head) comfort yet thy {cite wich 
this,that God one day wil dealeotherwife,nay letthis 
peruerſe Judgement of the world be an afſurancero 
thee,that there muſt necd« bea day of Gods righte- 
ous ludgements. Ic is true,we may ſay to cheworld 
as Chriltto the [ewes : Atany good works haue 1 done 
among you, for which doe yee ſtone mee ? yer let vs not 
waxe weary, though aftcrour ſowing, ſtormes and 
tempeſts and the pinching cold of Winter doe fol- 
low, for in duetime wee (hall reape if wee faint not. 
God is not vnrighteous te forget the labour of his 
ſeruants. Thereare foure kindes ofrewards: firſt,of 
good for good : ſecondly,of euill for cuill:thirdly,of 
good for cuill: fourthly,of euilfor good ;the rwofor- 
mer arethe rewards of iuſtice,the thirdot mercy,the 
laſt of injuſtice , and rhereforc is not inciderr to 
God.God forbid then that any ſhould ſay with thoſe 
in Malechy;1t is in vaine 80 ſerne the Lord. Heare thou 
God ſaying, Bebold 1 come quickly, and my reward #5, 
with me. \\ hen Atordecay had performeda worthy 
ſeruice to Abaſoweroſh, in the Uiſcouery of a dange- 
rous treaſon, hee had nor his reward prelencyi3bur 

Ff 2 yet 


| yet his ſervice was regiltred, and ſoafterward,when 
- -|the King looked vpon the records, it waSroyally re- 
compenced. So Melachy teacherth vs that there are 
bookes of remembrance written for them that feare 
the Lord. In themall our good workes are inrolled. 
Our labour then ſhall nor be loſt. Not fo much as 
our teares but they are botled, Men may forget vs, 
as Pharaoh did loſeph, Exodus 1.and the Sechemites 
Gedeon,ludg.g. 17. but God will not ; Our reward is 
ſure,though not ſo ſpeedy, as we delire : God heere 
aſſures vs of reward ; the time hee determines nor. 
3- Doth it trouble thee,that thy good workes worke 
not that good thou delireſt? Remember that God 
rewards vs according to #wr workes, not according 
to his owne worke. Now the ſucceſie of eur workes 1s 
his worke, not e#rs, Docthou thy endeauour to doe 
that which belongs to thee, to performe the duety 
required,withan honeſt heart; ifthere follow no ſuc- 
ceſſe,thonartneuerrheworſeworker. The good Ora- 
tor alwajes perſwades not, the good Captainalwaics 
ouercomes not , the'good Phiſitian alwaies heaſes 
not, the good Preacher alwaties conuerts not. It is | 
enough if thou doe that which lies in thee : Then 

whatlocuer thy ſuccefſe be on earth, ſmall or great , 
| afſuredly thy reward is great in heaven, Nay, thelefle 
the/ecceſse,the greater ſhal be the reward, ſo thou be 
patient. For now vnto thy aZFive obediencein well- 
doing, thou addeſt paſcive in; paricnt-ſuffering ; and 
double obedience muſt needs haue more thena fin- 
plereward. 4.Artthou greeued at vncomely frghts, 
toſeeferuants on horfe-back and Princes waikingon 
+ \fadtqo ſee ſeruantsto have rule ouer Princes, that 
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| feaſt, while Lazaras is without, beggitig : yet inthe 
| Ea - life 
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is, the wicked gouriſhin 


ro tyrannize ouer the god 
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in bis band,to afftict the backsof others ? Doſtthou | 


ſee that Aſſes in ftead of a halter , are-ſet out with 
golden bridles?are theſcthingsprickes inthine cies 


as once in Davids > Comfortthy ſelfe inthe medita- 


tion of this DoQtrine, ' Grudge notthatthe wicked 
are rewarded according to their workes.” Grudge 


not, their externall obedience proportionable re- [ 


ward in the outwardthings ofthis life: God herein 
does no otherwiſe, then as ſometimes noble Cap- 
taines,who haue honoucedtheir enemies,when they 
hauc fought valiantly, to put ſome ſpirits into their 
owne Souldiers; orthen ſometimes Parents doe,re- 
warding their ſcruants diligence and dutifilneſſe , 
thereby to prouoke their own children. So ſhouldeſt 
thou interpret Gods temporall rewards giuen to 
the vnſound obedience of the wicked, his enemies, 
his ſlaues , as a ſpurre hee puts into thy (ide his own 
ſouldier,his owne fonne: for if thou wilt doe thy du- 
tic asthououghteſt , how much more mayeſt thou 
aſſure thy ſelfe of a farre greater reward. For Gods 
bounty is not as manies, like to rivers, who are 
greater further off, then neerer home, at the head 
and well-ſpring where they firſt riſe, VWithall conſie | 
der theſe mens damnation ſleepeth not. The day of 
idgement haſteneth, wherein the godly,in this life 
ſtandingat the barre.ſhall ſit on thrones,and judge 
theirIudges, binding Nobles with chaines,and Prin- 
ces with ferters of iron, Though in this life Dives 


y? Doſt thou ſee the whip? 
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which is moſtſeemely for the fooles backe, 20 behild} 
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=] Hero come (loc change) Zac fhall Feaſt a 


Gods table, or on Gods bed, lying in 4brahams, as 
once /ehn in Chriſts boſome; Dexes in the meane 
time looking ouer, and begging . Then ſhall God 
make good that which here hee ſpeaketh of reward- 
ing every man according to his workes. Then, and 


| not before ſhall the equality of Gods rewards fully 


appeare. Someof the wicked indeed, cucninthis 
life, he rewarded with condigne puniſhments, 
left his prowidewce, butnot all, teſt his pazs- 
exce and promiſe of the laſt Iudge- 
ment, might be called 
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